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he  author's  defign  in  the  work.  Ac- 
fount  of  her  Jatber's  family*  Her 
^erLetiti^s  lover.  South  Sea 
JpM^V  Mr.  Sm—ellfets  vat  for 
London  to  get  money.  *Burpofes  a 
fifSflp  ipay  of  living. 

IJ^P-tet  little  thought,  further  than 
ti^own  farisfa&ion,  from  the  follow-, 
.jbig  hints  at  the  times  of  my  collett- 
|  aba  penning  them  down  5  as  that  they 
ghtcaufe  me  aji  agreeable  amufement  up-  [ 
t^e^iture  perufal;  but  little  did  I  ex- 
& , they  would  ever  need  to  be  produ- 
V&u  LB  ced 
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ca4  by  msu  as  exemplars,  for  the  future 
fteerage  of  my  own  conduft  by,  upon  any 
emergencies  that  might  prefent  to  myfelf 
during  my  voyage  through  the  tempeftu- 
ous  ocean  of  this  life :  But  I  have  fince  had 
the  beft  of  grounds  for  afluring  myfelf*. 
that  however  placid  all  the  elements  may 
prove  at  our  firft  embarking,  and  how  de- 
lightfully foever  we  miy,fail  »t  Qur  firft  put- 
fet,  under  the  view  of  a  profperous  paflage ; 
yet  fuch  numberlefs  events  may  arife  to 
thwart  our  expectations  and  purpofes ;  and 
thofe,  from  fuch  a  variety  of  caufes  too, 
obfcured  from  out  intellefts  in  the  womb 
of  fa&  till  their  immediate  production ; 
as  we,  being  noways  capable  of  diverting 
by  our  policy  or  forefight,-  lbould  rather 
than  fubmit  ourfelves  to  be  over-borne  by, 
arm  ourfelves,  with  refolution  to  encoun- 
ter, under  fuch  ferenity,  as  that  they  may 
gain  the  lefs  advantage  over  us. 

Now,  as  every  one  is  not  prepared  from 
nature  to  advance  even  to  the  teeth  of  dif- 
ficulties unmoved,  or  to  bear  up  under 
unavoidable  difappointments,  without  a 
wrinkle  upon  their  brow,  or  z.  distortion 
of  their  difpofition  or  behaviour:  So  no 
motive  ads  fo  forcibly  to  that  defirable  end, 
as  the  placing  before  our  eyes  the  examples* 
of  fuch  as  have  ftemmcd  the  torrent  before 

us 
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d^^1  equanimity ;  in  whofe  aftions  and 
d€mtliittit9  as  in  a  mirrour,  we  may  bc- 
bbld  fc&ies  Worthy  our,  clofeft  imitation  ; 
fibtfe  operating  upon  our  intelle&s  by 
iftore  fenfible  impreffions  than  the  moft 
profbund  dodrines  by  word  of  mouth  » 
ttiough  introduced  by  every  the  moftexqui- 
flte  flotfriflies  of  rhetoric  and  elocution. 

It  i$  ufual  with  moft  men  to  form  their 

ftoektffe  of  what  will  be  agreeable,  ufeful, 

Of  (Entertaining  toothers,  from  theeflfeft 

things  have  upon  themfelves ;   which  has 

teen  the  moft  prevailing  motive  with  me, 

W  digefting  my  rude  memorandums  into 

ui  form  they  will  in  the  fequel  appear  in ; 

ffk%h  from  my  recolledion,  I  have  in- 

$ftded  in  my  hiftory,  accounts  of  feve- 

If  ti^rfons,  tranfa&ions,  and  things,  which 

Iff^ever  ftept  in  obfcurity,  had  they  not 

it^ed1  fome  way  neceffary,  either  to  the 

trodu&ion  or  elucidation  of  fome  part  or 

it*  of  my  main  defign,  which  is  to  efta- 

fh  the  chara&er  of  Mrs.  Wrothlefs,  from 

fth.the  adverfe  and  fortunate  occurrences 

Im^  life,  and  the  manner  wherein   (he 

pportcd  under  them. 

*£&  not  my  reader  imagine  me  in  the 

fft partial  in  the  following  account,  or 

IK I  Have  exaggerated  beyond  the  verity 

i-thft  fads  reprefented,  from  the  relation- 

-  •       '  B  %  ihip 
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(hip  that  Mrs.  Wrothlefs  bears  to  me,  as. 
her  own-  junior  filler ;  for  had  fable  been 
the  view  I  had  fat  out  with,  how  eafily 
might  I  have  applied  many  parts  of  the 
following  tranfa&ions  to  myfelf,  and  have 
fet  them  to  the  tune  of  my  own  commen- 
dation :  But  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  if 
any  thing  (hall  efcape  me  towards  the  latter, 
part  of  life,  worthy  of  the  leaft  praife  from 
my  reader,  it  was  folely  owing  to  my  lifter's 
example,  which  I  vainly  ftrove  to  imitate, 
to.  the  full  extent  of  my  power  5  but  how 
far  I  have  proved  deficient  in  my  aims, 
let  the  candid  reader  judge  for  me, 

I  fhall  only,  in  the  laft  place,  before  I 
fet  about , the  talk  r have  injoined  myfelf 
beg  leave  to  befpeak  my  readers  compaf- 
fion,  rather  than  his  contempt,  for  what* 
ever  errors  he  may  find  in  the  undertaking 
jtfelf;  my  fex,  though  capable-  in  tame 
jmeaiure  of  judging,  being  far  lefs  prepar- 
ed for  the  execution  of  great  defigns,  than 
the  other,  to  whofe  province  the  profecu- 
tion  of  fimilar  labours  is  ufually  confin- 
ed. Under  the  profpedb  therefore  of  the 
world's  natural  indqlgence  to  my  fex,  I 
prefume  to  begin  with  my  father,  who,  as 
the  head  of  our  little  domeftic  common- 
wealth, giving  life  and  motion  to  all  the 
fybordinates  of  our  community,  by  an  over* 

anxioufnefc 
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a^xllwifncfs  for  an  immenfity  of  riches"; 
from  a  family  of  exquifice  harmony  and 
tfanqiylity,  reduced,  us  to  aftateof  anar- 
chy and  defolacion. 

41  My    father,    Mr.  William    Sm — ell, 

was  a  gentleman  of  a  handfome  eftate  in 

Gloncefterfhire ;  kept  his  coach  and  four, 

with  about  feven  fervants ;    but  had  no  o- 

*er  children  than  myfelf  and  my  fitter 

^elitia,    afterwards  the  wife  of  Samuel 

torfilef^,.  efq*.  nor  was  there  the  leaft 

pi£66d,qf  his  having  others,  efpecially 

ipy  mpther,  Who  had  ceafed  bearing 

5r  it  leaft  fifteen  years  before  the  time  I 

b  (peaking  of,    which  was  in  the  year 

y%&\  my.  fitter  being  then  twenty-three 

\jttm  of  age,  and  myfelf  turned  of  twenty- 

:    CWtiei  So  that  we  had  for  fome  time  been 

^^eetpedin  the  country,  as  young  ladies 

IsiLlflf  'femdfome  fortunes ;  had  kept  the  very 

jtt  of  company,  and   had   run   through 

ippy  the  pofite  accomplifhments  for  the 

^fication  of  ladies  who  were  defigned 

f^bjpeari  figure  in  life.     We  had  each 

\v£ received  offers  for  marriage  more 

"'*  price*  but  thefe  had  been  put  off, 

%  my  filler  had  ftill  a  fuitor,  whom 

could  noways  be  difcharged  from,  but 

1>tfic  fuch  rudenefs  in  her  behaviour  to 

%  as  it  was  not  in  her  nature  to  confent 

j,  B  3  to-; 
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to  5  though  both  hcrfelf  and  my  father 
had  more  than  once  allured  him,  that  hi* 
vifits  to  her  would  be  fruitlefs,.  (he  being 
determined  .not  to  marry  as  yet,  and  when 
Ihe  Ihould  be  fo  difpofed,  that  fhe  would 
Hot  admit  of  him  for  an  hufhand. 

Mr.  Wrothlefs,  for  that  was  the  gentle- 
man's name,  had  certainly  a  vaft  venera- 
tion for  my  fifter  ;  but  then  fo  many  im- 
pediments interpofed  to  his  nuptials  with 
her,  as  were  not  to  be  furmounted. 

Mr.  Wrothlefs's  eftate  was  a  good  nine 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  was  fo  well 
wooded,  that  I  have  heard  it  infilled,  the 
taking  twenty  thoufand  pounds  worth  of 
timber  therefrom,  would  turn  to  its  im- 
provement, by  making  way  for  a  fine  thriv- 
ing under  crop,  that  mult  be  over-fhadow* 
cd  and  choaked  by  its  ftanding. 

Btfides  this,  Mr.  Wrothlefs  had  as  ele- 
gant a  modern  built  feat  as  any  within 
many  miles  of  it,  and  this,  furrounded  by 
a,  well  ftocked  and  planted  park  \  noiy 
in  fhort,  was  any  external  latisfadHon  want- 
ing, for  the  gratification  of  the  moft  am- 
bitious of  womankind,  who  would  but 
content  herfelf  with  grandeur,  and  magni- 
ficence alone  ;  but  then,  fhe  muft  place  no 
part  of  her  gratification  in  the  man  him- 
Itlf :  for,  though  icarce  thirty  years  of  ager 


by  t&roputation  of  the  lime  from  hi*  bfrjft, 
he  was  to  far  worn  down  with  debility. 
iu  not  only  to  be  rendered  lefs  a&ive,  but 
far  more  infirm  than  a  temperate  man  at 
&say.  f 

{Sis  feee  was  a  congeries  of  carbuncles,  \j 
nodes,  puftles,  and  party-coloured  pirn-  * 
^ptes..  His  eyes,  as  red  as  thofe  of  a  fcr- 
fit*  his  hand,  fcarce  capable  of  convpy- 
ing  his  glafs  to  his" head;  and  yet,  his 
bottle,  to  which  the  above  horrid  fpeda- 
pie  was  owing,  be  ftill  retaining  as.  his 
boifom  cosnpanion,«what  profpedfc  muft  thac 
kdys  have  before  her,  who  Ihould  fur- 
render  her  charms  to  the  embraces  of  fo 
d$bafed  a  creature ! 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  reafons  that  in- 
land my  fitter  to  fly  fo  unproportionate  a 
Batch  v  though  my  father,  follicitous  after 
noney,  would  have  perfuaded  her  how 
«kba  widow  a  very  few  years  muft  make 
berf  when  (he  would  be  a  match  for  a  peer 
Df  the  kingdom  \  and  fain  would  he  have 
■SSBHributed  to  its  fucccfs,  but  that  my 
mmma  oppofed  it,    tooth  and  nail,  nor 
frould  fite  ever  confent,  (he  faid,  that  her 
#*&!*  upon  any  pecuniary  confideration* 
m/&!4  oe  fo  humbled,  as  to  bed  with  fo 
ttitrid  a  carcafe. 
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While  matters  relative  to  my  fitter's 
marriage  were  thus  at  a  ftand,  one  or  two 
of  my  father's  old  acquaintance,  who  then 
juft  arrived  from  London,  calling  in  upon 
him,  they  informed  him  over  a  glafs  of 
wine,  what  great  matters  were  t  ran  fading 
in  town  by  the  fouth  Tea  company ;  who 
having  obtained  Tome  extraordinary  liber- 
ties, were  to  turn  all  things  jnfo  gold. 
That  their  ftock  had  rifen  pad  all  belief, 
and  that  all  the  world  was  fubferibing 
their  properties  infc^  their  books,  as  the 
mod  undoubted  means  of  immenfe  riches. 

This  found  fo  tickled  my  father's  ears, 
who  himfelf  had  feveral  thoufand  pounds 
of  their  flock  already,  that  he  would  al- 
moft  have  been  rude  enough  to  have  turn- 
ed out  his  company  with  bis  own  hands, 
for  the  fake  of  that  privacy  he  now  covet- 
ed, for  indulging  over  this  new  money- 
gdtting  fcheme ;  but  night  approaching; 
hi9  vifuers  discharged  him  loon  of  the 
burden  their  fociety  proved  to  him,  by 
calling  for  their  horfes,  arid  taking  their 
leave  of  him. 

My  father  was  fo  impatient  for  fathom- 
ing the  very  foundation  of  the  report,  as 
to  give  orders  for  all  things  preparatory 
for  his  undertaking  the  journey  next 
morning  \  nor  flept  he  a  wink  all  night, 

for 
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lor  the  many  proje&s  his  head  was  replete 

m&b  formed  upon  the  conjectural  appre- 

ienftons  of  things;  as  they  might  appear 

$  him  jipon  his  arrival  at  London. 

*&He  lelmy  mamma  into  the  motive  of 

'tis  journey,  after  informing  her  of  all  that 

lad  that  afternoon  been  reported  to  him  ; 

and  calculated  to  her  what  his  (locks  would 

^  worth,    at  the  current  price  of  three 

Ipn^red  and  fiftv  pounds,  which  his  friends 

id  allured  him  they  fold  for  at  their 

iving  London  three  days  before,  and  that 

4y  were  then  rifing  :  So  that  though  he 

icl  jnade  it  apparent  to  her,  how  im- 

eDfly  rich  healready  was ;  yet  all  thoughts 

r  that  were  immerged,  in  the  profundity 

hUgrowing  expeditions,  and  he  had  al- 

ady  declared,  that  he  would  hourly  watch 

£  fluctuations  of  the  (lock,  that  he  might 

lake  his  market  of  them,    at  the  very 

tpmit  of  their  advancement ;  which,  as 

tobuld  be  dangerous  trufting  to  any  o- 

er**- management,  he  would  execute  in 

;rfbn  upon  the  fpot. 

My  mamma,  from  the  calculations  be 
*d  made  of  the  advanced  value  of  the 
|£&,  finding  it  of  a  fudden  almoft  qua- 
rtrpled,  .would  have  perfuaded  my  father 
l>  have  fent  up  an  order  for  the  fale  of  it; 
5  judging  his  then  prefent  gain  a  fufficiency 

-J"  B  5  for 
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for  every  his  purpofes  in  life,  asatfo  for 
he  advancement  of  his  children  5  but  he 
had  wound  himfelf  up  to  fuch  a  fupreme 
pitch  of  imaginary  grandeur,  as  nothing 
Jefs  than  the  completion  of  his  projcdled 
fupplies  would  fupport. 

My  mamma,  obferving  him  to  be  fi> 
impatient  for  the  return  of  morning,  that 
he  might  be  upon  the  wing  to  London* 
was  fearful,  that  the  eagernefs  he  would 
purfoe  his  journey  with,  might  overheat 
his  blood,  and  poflibly  call  him  into  a  fe- 
ver •,  fo  that  fhe  would  fain  have  prevailed 
for  his  going  in  the  chariot  5  which,  thor 
a  more  leifurely,  would  ftill,  (he  faid,  be 
a  more  fhfe  conveyance  for  him.  But 
what  ?  Did  fhe  think,  he  faid,  that  he 
would,  be  retarded  in  his  paflage  by  four 
aged  cattle,  that  he  had  already  been  for 
fome  time  afhamed  of?  Beafts,  that  he 
could  promife  her,  at  his  return,  he  fhould 
,  confign  over  folely  to  the  plough  :  For  that 
he  intended  to  purchafe  him,  not  only  a 
full  fet  of  new  ones,  but  a  far  Superior 
tquipage  to  his  prefent,  in  every  other 
degree. 

Having  thus  kept  my  mamma  waking 
for  the  whole  night,  he  flatted  up  at  the 
very  firft  peep  of  day,  break,  and  after  a 
carclefs  falute,  as  fhe  lay,  for  he  would 

not 


t  Vr  J 

aotfpffer  her  to  rife,  left  (he  fhoatd  by  any 
irwraiw  retard  his  progrefs;  having  found- 
ed te  horfe,  he  turned  his  hack  upon  his 
femilyr  For  the  purfuit  of  more  exalted 
gratifications,  thin  any  that  could  yield 
(urn* 


C  H  A  P.    IL 

f)6*  author's  fentiments  of  her  father** 

jmrney.      Mifs  Letitia's   reproof 

t    and  opinion.    Mollfs  difpleafure  at 

'      :  it.     Mrs.  Sm—ell  tells  them  the 

reafon  of   their   father's  journey* 

$*-.  -Noughts  of  the  rife  of  flocks.  Pride 

|J        increafis  as  money  advances.    Mifs 

^^  '   Letitia*s  moderation.      Intollerable 

':?#■  Polly.      The  fijler's  ejlimate  of 

riches. 

t  JTY  fitter  and  I,  had  been  little  lefV 

SjfjL  watchful  all   the  foregoing  night 

tlian  our  papa  and  mamma ;  though  not 

frpm  the  fame  motives ;  for  the  fudden  re- 

j  ^iphnion  he  had  taken  for  his  journey  lo v 

gf  j£*rly  the  next  morning,  without  the  lead 

p  previous- hint  to  either  of  us  of  a  caufe  for 

l0;%tr-tet  my  imagination  to  work  with  fuch 

,  B  6  pro- 
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propenfity,  For  the  aflignment  of  fome  rea- 
fon  for  the  proceeding ;  that  having  fo 
large  a  field  before  me  for  expatiating  in, 
fcarce  an  argument,  indudtive  of  fuch  a 
jt  vigorous  conclufion,  could  have  been  of- 
\  fered,  but  I  had,  in  one  fhape  or  other, 
dipped  into  •,  but  ftill,  without  being  able 
I  to  produce  any  one  incitement,  that  feemed 
to  incline  our  affent  to  it,  preferable  to  the 
;  numberlefs  others  that  I  had  ftarted.    For 
my  part,  I  exprefied  myfelf  under  fuch 
vexation  at  my  father's  leaving  us  igno- . 
rant,  in  an  affair  of  fuch  feeming  impor- 
tance, that  I  could  "not  refrain  from  dis- 
playing my  talents  to  his  condemnation. 

Methinks!  filler,  faid  I,  fince  there  are 
no  more  of  us  than  you  and  I,  and  we  be- 
ing now  women  grown  too,  who  have  a 
joint  intereft  in  all  my  father's  concerns  $ 
it  feems  fomewhat  ungenerous  in  him,  not 
to  afford  us  farther  lights  into  his  affairs, 
than  he  is  accuftomed  to.  Are  not  we 
(does  he  imagine)  equally  to  be  affedted 
with  himfelf,  in  both  the  profperous  and  * 
mifchievous  occurrences  of  his  circumftan- 
ces  ?  Are  not  we  to  rife,  or  fall,  by  his 
credit  and  reputation  in  the  world,  whe- 
ther it  proves  good  or  bad  ?  Is  it  not  his 
fortune  that  we  muft  run  in  life*  and  our 
uliranctmenr,  or  depreffion,  be  governed 


-*^it ' 


e?fSyit?    Then  why  lhould  any  man  have 
,;*  ftcrets,  to  be  referved  from  the  knowledge 
Hofiiuf  own  children;  and  why  his  frant- 
ic a&kkis  fhbuld  nor  be  made  as  apparent  to 
&  -*%&&,  as  to  his  wife,  I  am  not  furniflied 
rkh  the  leaft  pertinent  caufe  whatever  ? 
Kay,  added    I,  in  cafes  of  difficulty, 
;> ;  fiawr  often  happens  it,  that  a  junior  pene- 
•;;  tmes  farther  into  a  matter  than  his  fenior? 
d$W^;|tt  leaft,  one  head  may  hit  off  that,  in 
>  ihftant,  which  another  may   crack  its 
ifips  about  for  a  long  time  to  but  very 
mr  purpofe.     I  fay  therefore,   added  Ij 
4fc  wharmy  father  is  now  upon,  muft  ei- 
S&tibfLor  not  be,  of  importance;  if  nor, 
^ifiirif  made  aiecret  of?    If  it  is,   why 
e^ ye  not  confulted  about  it  ?  would  it 
W  for  no  other  end,  it  would  yet  (hew 
bat-danger,  if  likely  to  proye  noxious 
£  and  thereby  let  our  brains  at  work  to 
rwtit  j  or  if  it  bears  an  afpeft  of  fa- 
r  to  us,  why  may  we  not  be  prepared 
grateful  returns  for  it?  For  my  parr, 
fad  I,  was  I  to  have  an  hufband  fo  dif* 
'&&  taciturnity,  I  (hall  foon  make  him 
i:  his*  tongue,  or  pull  the  houfe  about 
&rrs,  with  a  vengeance.  -~  I  hate  to  be 
ited  as  an  ufelefs  piece  of  lumber  in  the 
its  only  to  fill  up  a  vacant  corner.     It 
feaKing  a  meer  fool  of  me. 

Though 
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Though  my  filler  Letitia  had  been  »! 
curious  as  myfelf,  in  inventing  occafions 
for  the  fo  fpeedy  march  of  my  father ;  yet^ 
when  (he  found  me  begin  to  inveigh  a- 
gainft  him  fo  bitterly  for  his  filence  to- 
wards us,  (he  could  no  longer  fuffer  it 
without  reproof. 

Moljy,  faid  (Be  ro  me;  your  zeal  for 
duly  fupporting  the  caufe  you  have  enga- 
ged in,  deftroys  even  your  caufe  itfelf.  In- 
veftives  againft  a  parent  are  in  no  cafe  be- 
coming •,  nay,  are  fo  fcandalous,  as  by  di- 
minifliing  the  credit  of , the  party  in  my 
efteem,  to  prejudice  me  againft  the  whole 
validity  of  his  argument. 

The  cafe  before  us  is  our  parents,  whey 
may  tranfaft  it  as  he  pleafes,  exclusive  of 
us,  to  whom  he  is  noways  accountable  for 
the  well  or  ill  conducing  of  jt :  for  that 
the  moft  you  can  urge  in  favour  of  your 
tenet  is,  that  you  may  be  poffibly  affe&ed 
by  the  confequences  of  the  affair  my  father 
is  gone  upon  *  but,  fuppofing  this  to  be  for 
is  he  not  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  own  mea- 
sures, in  an  affair  that  muft  nece(Tarilyr 
from  the  eager nefs  of  the  profeeution  of  irr \ 
relate  to  himfelf  primarily,  and  but  even- 
tually to  either  of  us  ? 

lam  as  pleafed  with  freflv  intelligences 
as  another  ,    but  why  (hould  I  condemn 

another 
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*na$*r  for  not  burdening  me  with  his  fe- 
cms/  Hid  the  affair  my  father  is  gone  up- 
m  principally  concerned  us,  we  had  cer- 
tify received  prior  information  of  it ;  buft 
lit   peculiarly  concerns  himfelf,  and  but 
teotingently  us,  it  may  be  foon  enough  for 
is  to  be  acquainted  witk  itr  whenever  the 
ootingescy  (hall  happen  •,  and  for  my  own 
&rtt,  if  I  never  hear  it,  1  iball  prefume  it 
elated  not  to  me,  or  ^was  improper  for  my* 
M",  in  which  cafes,  my  ignorance  will  be 
tfleficial  to  me :  as  on  the  other  hand,. 
fpujd  it  prove  a  matter  any  ways  of  ini- 
iy  to  me,    I  (ball  nor  fail  being  advifed 
f  it,  and  (hall  receive  it  with  all  gratitude 
44W*  whenever  he  Aall  pleafe  to  reveal' 
„  to'me. 

Jmuftownr  added  my  fitter,  that  was 

,*y  ^hing  with-held  from  my  knowtedge, 

ajtl  (hould  but  fufpeft  to  concern  me  as 

^om$o,  and  that  a  chriftian  woman  too  $. 

M/bngt'wquId  be  more  anxious  than  my- 

if  fcrfa  diicovery  of  it :  fince  I  (hould  not 

be  my  very  being,  to  be  compleat,  till  I 

#$  canfcious  of  all  its  .appendages,  and 

tery  office  that  was  required  of  me, cither 

|$tiv§  to  my  Maker,  myfelf,  or  my  fel- 

r^cpeature  r  but  as  to  all  temporary  ad- 

jUagesin  life,  as  the  reporter  may  equally 

Ig^r*  toe,  to'my  benefit,  or  prejudice,  at 

his 


his  pleafurc  ;  fo  I  (ball  never  concern  my- 
felf  farther  therein,  than  by  a&ing  to  the 
beft  of  my  reafon  and  difcretion,  from  what  ? 
I  (hall  hear,  whether  truth  or  falfehqocT 
(hall  be  related  to  me :  for  it  is  full  time 
enough  for  me  to  conlider  my  proceedings 
after  notice  of  the  fad:,  which,  till  then, 
is  to  me,  as  if  no  fuch  thing  had  hap- 
pened. 

I  was  never  more  out  of  patience  in  my 
life,  than  at  this  indolent  behaviour  of  my 
lifter's  •,  and  fo  I  called  it  to  her  ;  though  1 
(he  made  but  light  of  my  cenfure,  affaring 
me,  that  he  who  would  intrude  into  ortter 
folks  affairs,  mull  have  more  bufinefs  up- 
on his  hands  than  (he  (hould  ever  hope  to  m 
be  miftrefs  of.  '1 

I  was  full  fraught,  in  my  own  imagina- 
tion, with  matter  fufficient  for  her  convic- 
tion, all  which,  I  (hould  not  have  fcrupled 
to  have  beftowed  upon  her  to  that  end, 
had  not  we  been  (ummoned  to  other  exer- 
cife,  by  my  mamma's  woman,  who  then  en- 
tering our  chamber,  informed  us,  that  her 
lady  waited  breakfaft  for  us,  and  defired 
us  to  come  down  diredtty. 

We  found  my  mamma  over  head  and . 
ears  in  the  vapours  for  the  lofs  of  my  fa- 
ther, under  the  uncertainty,  (he  then  iold 
us  (he  was  of  the  time  of  his  returns  but 

this. 
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f-B&ir,  and  I  ftxovt  all  ih  our  powers 
rt;  her  from,  by  numberlefs  little 
Jurable  artifices;  till  by  the  time  that 
ff Jbreakfaft  was  about  half  over,  we 
("©fight  her  to  be  pretty  cheary* 
*^had  waited  for  Come  time,  in  expe&a- 
&i  that  my  fitter  (as  moft  of  our  difcourfe 
¥fi£d  upon  my  father's  want  of  deep, 
riling,  and  outfet  upon  his  journey J 
^*h£ye*  began  upon  the  queftion  of 
:  had  fo;une*pectedly  called  my  father 
^oSd6n,arid  that  upon  fo  fhort  a  wanfr- 
£$6b'i  but  finding  nottheleaft  properi- 
t  in  her  for  fuch  a  motion,  I  took  up* 
</Jttjyfelf,  to  firft,  hope,  I  was  noways  im- 
oper  in  my  demand,  and  then  tQ  in- 
j$t*  into  the  caufe  of  it.  - 

#fy  mamma  replied,  that  as  Mr.  Sm— ell 
3'ilways  beeha&ive  in  every  undertake 
gj^*  that  made  but  a  (hew  for  the  advance- 
^"^Kis  family;  fo  purely,  for  our 
t&;  lijote  than  her's  or  his  own,  having 
r  ~  of*  an  incredible  rife  in  the  fiinds, 
&  tnoft  of  his  fpare  cafh  was  fecured, 
\£if lhey;twere  ftill  proceeding  to  an 
jfi^fQej  in  order  to  make  the  moft 
Iff  faking  the  advantage  of  the  mar- 
if  had  determined,  rather  to  tranf- 
Nhfci  affairs  himfclf  in  perfon,  than 
sittUhtoV  to  a  Broker  i  who  under 

his 
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h«  order,  might  profit  himfelf  many  hun- 
dreds in  a  few  hours,  and  think  to  fatisfy 
him,  with  whatever  pricehe  fhould  put 
upon  his  (lock,  though  the  intrinfick  va- 
lue might  be  abundantly  more  in  his  favour. 

As  to  the  matter  of  (locks  and  funds* 
we  had  fo  little  notion  of  what  either 
meant,  that  Greek,  or  Hebrew,  had  been 
to  the  full  as  intelligible  to  either  of  us  ; 
only  this  we  believed,  that  it  was  fome  me- 
thod amongft  mankind,  for  difpofing  of 
money  to  an  annual  profit  ;  having  learnt 
4b  much,  from  my  father's  frequent  di£- 
courfe  of  receiving  his  dividends. 

My  fifter  therefore,  now  we  were  fo 
iairly  launched  into  the  bufinefs,  defired  to 
know  what  my  mamma  meant  by  the  pro- 
digious rifing  fbe  had  mentioned  of  the 
ftock  *  nor  could  I,  for  my  life,  but  ima- 
gine, till  my  mamma  by  her  anfwer  ex- 
plained it  to  us,  that  fome  great  mafs  of 
money  laid  together,  muft,  upon  fome  pe- 
culiar application  to  it,  have  fwelled  into 
a  more  extraordinary  bulk  than  ufual,  like 
our  dough  before  the  fire  *  by  which, 
means,  each  man's  proportion  was  grown 
the  larger  ;  but  my  mamma,  indeed,  ex-  * 
plained  to  us  the  rifing,  to  fignify  no  more, 
than  that  each  man's  hundred,  or  thoufand 
pounds  in  that  ftock  was  increafed  in  va- 
lue 


m 


J^. MpNQ*  or  iSfcc  bupdred,or  thoufand  5 

$pd  With  this,  as  ft  miift  certainly  increafe 

>«jr  fortunes,   I  refted  fatisfied ;   though 

\qw  Ofte  hundred  fhould  in  fo  fhorta  fpace 

vwjgp*  *fs  J^e»  or  even  a  number  of  them, 

jFwasi  as  -much  in  the  dark  as  ever ;  nor  up- 

jm  inquiry*  cquld  my  mamma,  as  I  then 

jfound,  afford  me  any  farther  aid  at  my 

Eyjige,  than  that  it  was  fo, 

b/ly  mamma  then  expofing  to  us  the 

Ijpjatfkons  that  my  father  had'apprizecj 

fbf  i  firft,  Of  the  original,  and  then  of 

?  jpF^fipne  value  of  his  ftock  *  I  imme- 

tfely  halved  it  as  well  as  I  could,  and  the 

ja^pty,  I  forthwith  applied   to  myfelf  * 

0  fweJHng  in  the  efteem  I  had  of  my 

Sj,pfcrJle.ftiOTS,  in  proportion  to  my  ex- 

^ipeujie,  I  jceally  began. to  think, 

it  not  one  of  the  young  fellows,  whofe 

«ty  I  had  often  coveted,  could  form  any 

fcffiW*  pretenfioirs  to  me. 

We  retreated  foon  after  breakfaft  to  our 

to  drefe  againft  dinner-time* 

bi^ins  were  fo  full  of  the  advance- 

y  fortune,  that  after  fcveral  far- 

W  aPPVel>  I  could  pitch  upon  dot 

gown  and  petticoat,  that  I  could 

Mtor  my  wear. 

twith  one  fuit  of  pinners  *  ex- 
impcdi^rcly  for  another,  and 

thi* 
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this  for  a  third;  I  drefled  and  undrefled 
fo  long,  till  my  fifter,  who  had  been  ready 
for  fome  time  before  in  her  dreffing-room, 
and  had  been  reading  Milton,  coming  out 
to  me,  was  furprized,  (he  faid,  that  I  was 
no  forwarder  yet. 

I  was  urtder  equal  confternation  at  her 
ftupidity,  (as  I  called  it)  as  (he  was,  (he 
faid,  at  my  inattention  to  the  bufinefs  that 
had  brought  me  thither,  and  told  her,  how 
amazed  I  was  at  the  little  fpirits  (he  feem^ 
ed  to  poflefs,  after  the  (hort  hiftory  her 
mamma  had  given  us  of  the  intent  of  my 
father's  journey.  Why  ?  my  dear,  faid  I, 
you  look  as  unconcerned,  as  if  the  accu- 
mulating of  wealth  by  my  father,  was  a 
matter  of  no  confcquence  to  you ;  when  be-  . 
iievie  me,  I  view  it  in  quite  another  light : 
iFbr  to  whom  muft  it  all  come  at  laft  but 
to  us' two  ?  Arid  if  fo,  let  me  tell  you,  there 
will  fcarce  be  two  better  fortunes  within 
fome  counties  of  us. 

1  Blfcfs  me !'  child,  faid  my  fifter  •,  of  what 
gre^t  fignification  can  it  be  to  us,  whether 
bur  fortunes  are  twenty,  or  forty  thoufand* 
pounds  apiece  j  (ince  the  former  will  iup- 
port  us  above  want,  as  well  as  the  latter, 
and  probably  abridge  us  of  many  extra- 
vagances, which  -this  may  but  invite  us  into. 
Befides,  a  farther  inconvenience  we  may 

be 
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be  fubjc&ed  by  this  to,  of  being  marked 
A'it  for  the  prey  of  a  fpendthrift,  as  the 
faly  ineans  of  recovering  his  finking  for- 
faf,  by  fupporting  him  in  his  vices  for 
me  few  years  longer,  than  otherwife  he 
mid  have  been  able  to  have  flood  his 
otmd. 

,1  could  have  ftabbed  her,  I'll  vow, 

jrher  folly :  its  pity,  Lettice,  faid  I,  that 

*  rtune  fhould  beftow    her  favours  up- 

r^tiy  one  who  flights  them  lijceyourfelf, 

I  if  fhe  would  anfwcx  to  my  callt  what 

aild  I  give  ?  (aid  I.    N^^what  would 

ipt  sta to  tovite  her  to  trie  i  u)  the  fenfe- 

s  (oul !  ^atpolleffes  you,  child,  added  I, 

make  r#fenty,"  or  forty  thou  land  pounds 

<€ftltQ  you!  Ol  if  I  could  but  prevail 

%^Ryturie  for  a  million  of  money,  I 

f4r»l*4    tfOnfnVo  '  Ann    mnn'c    mnl/inrt  /i    »/vs\l    s\C 
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ncq  up^p  me,  and  licit  the  very  dirt  I 
a£  on,4  before I  would  fubmit  to  be 
ickled  by  any  of  them ;  not  but  that  I 
y*ave  rmy{;  favourite  fye,  too*  and 
t.pofliBly.confeht  "tp  ferriage  with 
jjk.  cfu^^hen,  I  would  felerve  fo  much 
^tprtuneurider  my  own  management, 
>t|i$Iy  neyer  to  want  the  lead  delight 
Witljfwifi  !but  to  oblige  him  to  fue  to 

me 
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me  for  all  extraordinaries ;  by  which 
means,  having  him  ever  under  my  thumb 
forhi9  fuperfluities,  let  his  natural  temper 
be  what  it  would,  he  lhould  never  dare  to 
expofe  more  of  it  to  me,  than  would  be 
confident  with  the  profoundeft  complai- 
fance  and  fubmiffion. 

Dear  filter,  added  I,  methinks  I  am  al- 
ready in  pofleffionof  immenfe  riches,  and. 
am  now  plotting  and  contriving  means  for 
its  imployment.  I  already  behold  my 
equipage,  my  fervants,  all  truckling  to  my 
nod,  and  moving,  but  as  I  diredt  them  ; 
with  all  the  gaping  world  around  me,  ad- 
miring my  perfon,  and  envying  at  my  fe- 
licity. 

Methinks !  added  I,  I  could  even  fancy 
myfelf  tranflated  into  a  fuperior  order  of 
beings,  to  mankind,  as  unfit,  even  for  the 
fociety  of  the  plodding  kind  of  mortals* 
all  labouring  about  me,  for  the  attainment 
only  of  what  I  (hall  be  in  poffefEon  of,  and 
making  me  the  ftandard  to  bound  their  fu- 
premeft  ambition  by. 

Lettice  replied,  that  if  an  increafe  of 
wealth,  was  to  drive  her  brains  into  half 
the  confufion  mini  feemed  to  be  peftered 
with,  fhe  would  rather  forego  all  profpeft 
of  it,  and  exchange  poft  with  her  mamma's 
chambermaid,  than  endure  the  like  tor- 
ment 
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its  reality  as  I  did  with  barely 

r  of  it, 

it !  lifter,  laid  I,  pray  afford  it 
name ;  call  it  joy,  tranfport* 
of  the  fenfes,  and  felicity  in. the 
$t  ioperiative  degree.  O!  my  dear, 
fctaati  rapture  at  the  thought  of  it  *  what 
g$i&a|i  1  be,  when  the  enjoyment  (hail 
Seized  to  me  ?  Why,  I  (hall  be  tranf- 
into  heaven  itfelf.  —  I  cannot  fup- 
m  imagination  only.  t 

"  i  be  free  wkh  you  ?  my  dear,  falf 
and  tell  you  wherein  I  (hould 
ICC  my  moft  extenfive  happinefs?  Ire- 
i,  that  (he  might,  arid  Welcome;  but 
"^  would  be  flead,  if  (he  at  laft  could 
it  to  center  in  aught  elfe  (but  what 
"'.had  propofed)  to  take  up  her 


child  Maid  (he,  all  (hat  I  can  with 

^  life  is  n°  more  than  this ;  that  I 

ed  with  a  fober,  judicious,  and 

hufband;   whofe  eftate  (hall 

what  my  fortune,  be  it  more 

demand ;  one,  who  will  place 

views  with  my  fex,  in  my  perfon, 

~*  never  think  himfelf  happier  with 

Aem  than  I  can  make  him  %  one, 

4n  {proportion  to  his  fubftance, 

Dp  enjoyment  of  a  prudent  wife, 

fubmitting 
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fubmitting  all  things  to  his  pleafure  and 
convenience;    now,    with   fuch  a   mate,: 
fhould  I  be  further  bleffed  with  fome  few 
children,  the  mutual  pledges  of  our  affec- 
tions, and  thefe,   by  nature,  inclined  "to 
good,  and  virtuous  courfes;  let   my  foiv 
tune,  as  I  faid  before,  and  his  eftate,  but 
be  fufficient  for  fuftaining  us  above  penury  jj 
whilft  our  interefts  being:  alike,  if  our  in-' 
clinations  are  but  fo  too*. -I  fliall  have  at-* 
rared  at  not  only  all  tfiat  will  be  defirable 
Wfoe  in  life  ;  but  at  what  I  furmife,  to  be 
the  mod  extenfive  and  confummate  pitch 
of  felicity  I  am  capable  of. 
-  As  for  all  that  often tatious  pomp  you 
feem  fo  craving  after,  faid  (he,  ic  is  decep- 
tive only,  a  phantome ;  a  delufory  dream, 
fubfifting  (if  at  all  fubftantial)in  the  fancy, 
rather  than  in  the  feat  of  folid  judgment ; 
nor  will  it  bear  a  fipgfe  reflddlion  to  dwell 
upon  it,  without  galling. 

You  may  perceive,  lifter,  added  (he, 
that  I  am  as  defirous  of  happiriefs  as  you 
can  be,  and  for  that  purpofe  Jiave  fixed 
my  choice  upon  an  end,  that  ftrcceeding, 
will  make  me  fo*  without  farther  cark- 
ing  after  unattalnables  •,  but  you,  my  dear, 
continued  (he,  whole  mind  Teems  fet  upon. 
vanities,  can  never  reft  fo  longias  there  is 
any  novelty  to  be  attempted,  by  you  ;  nay, 
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fo  unfteady,  are  all  the  purfuits  you  pro- 
pbfe,  that  life  would,  at  its  utmoft  extent, 
be  too  contracted  a  fpace  for  prefen  ting  all 
thofe  fcenes,  your  brains  would  ever  labour 
with  ;  till  having  feen  all  the  variety  this 
theatre  of  earth  copld  exhibit  to  youv  ftill 
would  you  be  as  difcontented,  that  there 
remained  no  more  behind  for  your  amufe- 
tnent;    for  be,  whofe  mind  is  ever  reach- 
ing a((er  what  is  to  come,  can  never  be 
happy  in  the  prefent  good  ;  and  what  £ 
paft,    feeming  to  him,  but  as  a  vapour  * 
Hbat  room  can  there  be  from  them  for  his 
Dn  tent  men  t  ?   without  which,   there  can 
?no  true  happinefs. 
My  mamma  fending  for  us  both  down 
itake  a  walk  with  her  in  the  garden  he- 
re dinner*  my  Gfter  inftantly  obeyed  her 
11,  leaving  me  half  dreffcd,  half  undrefled, 
follow  her  as  I  bed  could,  which  intirely 
oke  off  our  argument,  at  a  time,  when 
my  thinking,  I  had  fuch  matter  to  have 
"oduced  in  juftification  of  my  own  opi- 
m,  as  Would  have  been  for  ever  unan* 
srable  by  her;  but  it  being  now  too 
s,  i  had  only  to  drefs  and  follow,  heri 
rfblved,  however,  not  to  leave  the  fub- 
*  altogether  forfaken  by  me,  but  at  our 
cc  leiiure  meeting,  to  convince  her,  if 
Vol.  I  C  poffiblfc 
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pofilbte,  of  the  errors  I  conceived  her  to  be 
Under; 


G  H  A  P.    IIL 

Renew  their  debate  before  their  mamma* 
tfheir   mafnmas    refolutkm      Mifs 

.  Lefitids  good  jenfe.  Defer  going 
to   church  upon  a  letter  ffofn  Mr* 

v  Sm—ell.  ji  defcription  of  ihe  *f* 
quire  iti -Exchange- Alley. 

HAD  the  augmentation  of  my  cir- 
cumftances  fo  much  at  heart,  and  fuch 
a  flow  of  convictions  rufhed  in  upon  me, 
all  perverfive  of  my  fitter's  way  of  think- 
ing, that  left  Ihe  fhould  take  occafion,  in 
my  abfence,  to  engage  my  mamma  on  her 
fide  of  the  queftion,  before  I  lhould  have 
an  opportunity  of  defending  my  own  po- 
rtions, I  huddled  on  my  things  at  any 
rate,  and  fought  them  out  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible. 

I  made  no  doubt,  but  they  had  been  up- 
on the  topick  of  our  difcourfe,  and  was  the 
rather  perfuaded  fd  in  my  own  breaft,  by 
their  profound  filehce  at  my  approaching 

them  % 
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th^m  \  which  fignified  to  me,  that  though 
ttiey  chofe  not  I  fliould  find  them  at  ir,  yet 
being  therein  interrupted  by  me,  they  had 
not  recovered  themfclves,  for  falling  into 
other  converfation :  fo  that  peraiving 
them,  as  I  imagined,  at  a  (land  ;  that  I 
might  give  vent  to  a  fubjeft  I  longed  to 
ifift$e  pff  With  tTiumph  in ;  madam,  faid 
f;  litde  doubt  can  be  made  by  me,  but 
that  my  filler  has  been  ftating  our  con- 
troverfy  to  you ;  it  being  what  was  bro- 
ken off  in  the  midft/by  your  orders  to 
wait  upon  you  here :  I  muft  beg  of  you 
not  to  receive  a  prejudice-  from  her  mag. 
net1  of  reporting  it  behind  my  back;  but 
before  you  (hall  publiih  your  opinion,  to 
let  me  alio  have  an  impartial  hearing 
from  you. 

My  tnfrmmafeemed  greatly  furprized  at 
itiy  hajrratlgue,  proteftjng,  that  (he  was  a 
ft&nger  to  my  meaning;  nor  had  my 
fifter  informed  her  of  a  fy liable  that  had 
patted  between  us;  but  as  I  had  offered 
to  fair  an  occ^fion  for  dt firing  to  know 
what  we  had  been  debating,   ihe  hoped 


pfi  would now  explain  to  her 


"tyfy.  fifter  would  fain  have  put  off  my 

^mamma  with  Its' being  but  a  chimerical 

l^jeft,  that  we  had  ftarted  merely  to  a- 

Ttaufe  6urfclvee,  whilft  we  were  drcfling, 

C  2  and 
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wd  her  wonder,  how  I  could  imagine  (he 
had  been  recapitulating  it ;  upon  which,  I 
believe,  my  mamma  would  have  thought 
no  more  of  it,  had  not  I,  iij  my  zeal  for 
viftbry,  and  conceiving  fome*  indignation 
at  her  calling  the  debate  chimerical,  and 
trifling,  replied,  that  however  lightly  (be 
might  efteem  my  arguments,  I  was  cer* 
tain,  that  not  only  my  mamma  herfelf, 
but  all  other  women  upon  earth,  would 
be  clearly  of  my  way  of  thinking  5  as  I 
little  difputed,  but  fhe  herfelf  was  in  her 
heart,  though  fhe  feemed  to  put  on  fo 
grave  a  face  at  oppofingme :  for  that  truly, 
I  took  it  to  be  the  one  thing  only,  to 
make  life  perfc&Iy  relifhable. 

My  mamma  was  now  fo  importunate 
for  an  ecclairciffement,  that  I,  without  far- 
ther ceremony,  bolted  it  out  as  my  opi- 
nion, that  no  young  womao  could  poffibjy 
have  too  Jarge  a  fortune :  for  I  faid,  as 
money  was  the  purveyor  of  every  thing  in 
life,  fo  nobody  who  defired  to  be  benefited 
in  life,  could  have  too  much  of  it.  It 
was  the  fupplyer  of  every  thing  we  could 
wifh,  or  want,  and  that  he  therefore,  wtyo 
had  moft,  was  mod  happy ;  and  now,  filler 
faidl,  pray  tell  your  ttory. 

She  did  fo,  and  I  muft  confefs,  moft 
candidly,  and  as  near  as  poftible,  in  the 

very 
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fery  words  (he  had  before  fignified  hef 
mind  to  me  in. 

I  had  not  taken  near  the  notice  of  het1 
fentiments  tjpfbre,  as  I  took  while  (he  was 
reporting  them  to  my  mamma  :  fo  chac  I 
feally  began  now  to  ftagger  in  my  belief, 
of  which  fide  of  the  queftion  the  old  lady 
Would  take  ;  but  ftill,  I  could  not  ima- 
gine any  perfon  to  be  fo  ftupid,  as  not  to 
pronounce  money  the  fupreme  good. 

I  told  my  mamma  therefore,  that  hav- 
ing now  heard  what  each  of  us  had  to  fay 
for  our  feveral  tenets,  I  would  defire  her 
to  g'we  fentence,  which  of  us  (he  believed 
tbbe  right. 

,  She  repficd,  that  we  might  both  be  in 
the  right,- if  we  reajly  believed  the  fruition 
^f  bur  defines;  as  Wi  had  exprefTed  them 
to  her,  would  make  us  feverally  happy  \ 
btit  (he  much  queftioned,  whether  each, 
enjoying  the  courfe  we  had  fpecified,  would 
do  the  buGnefs  :  for  that,  the  human  ap- 
petites being  ever  craving  after  fomewhat 
not  iti  hand  ;  thoogh  we  (houldeach  pof- 
fels  a*  large  a  (hare,  as  poffible,  of  what 
we  then  efteemed  the  foledefirables  by  us  % 
yet,  after  this  had  been  for  a  while  fami- 
Jforized  to  us,  we  ftiould  look  upon  it  as  z 
t&itter  of  courfe,  and  forgetting  to  be 
truly  thankful  for  it,  by  coveting  ftill* 
*''-'  C  %  foiw- 
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fomewhatwe  had  not,  moft  probably  meet 
with  fome  difappointment,  even  in  our 
prefent  enjoyment  %  under  either  of  which 
cafes,  we  could  hot  ftilc  ourfclves  com- 
pleady  happy.* 

As  for  what  my  lifter  coveted*  (he  faid* 
it  was  capable  of  fuperinducing  happinefs,. 
and  more  fo,  for  that  it  was  founded  upon 
reafon,  whereby  it  might  prove  lading*  * 
whilft  the  effedt  fubhfted  5  but  Ihe  feared 
that  my  practices  would  have  quite  con«* 
trary  effcdts,  in  that  they  were  mod  un- 
reasonable, to  be  purfued  by  a  rational  area*  ' 
ture,  who  had  other  bufinefs  affigncd  it% 
as  eflential  to  its  well  being,  which  it 
would  find  to  be  incompatible  with  them* 

Nay,  ihe  faid,  as  all  true  felicity  fubfifted 
in  the  mind,  of  the  pofleflbr,  without  the 
concurrence  of  which,  both  every  ad  and 
purpofe,  would  be  inlignificanr ;  fo  the 
rcficft ion  upon  the  paft*  and  the  hope  of 
fucceeding  pleafures,  wrought  more  for* 
cibly  upon  the  mind,  than  the  prefent  en- 
joyment of  them  1  and  if  lb,  ihe  faid,  mjp 
fifter*s  acquefts  would  bear  che  reflexion* 
and  confequently  would  keep  up  a  conti- 
nual (late  of  tranquility  in  her  mind,  as 
being  daily  renewed  to  her ;  whereas,  the. 
jollity,  I  had  purpofed  to  circumicribe  my 
felicity  by,  would  be  ever  fading  *  and  fo% 

'     perpetually 


perpetually  amended  with  .fome  opened 
pang  or  other,  to  thgf  pervertiop  of  ill  far 
lid  joy  from  my  paft  tranfaftions,  and  to 
the  interdiding  all  confidence  of  it  in  my 
fixture. 

She  added,  that  furely,  if  it  could  be 
reafonable  for  either  of  us  to  ercft  &ch 
caftles,  upon  the  expe&ed  gains  of  pur  fa- 
ther, it  might  much  more  become  her  Q> 
to  do,  who  had  a  right  to  ark  equal  partu 
cipation  of  them  with  my  father  himifejf, 
before  they  qpuld  pome  to  either  of  our 
turns  to,  inherit  therpj  but  added,  ti\& 
Ihe  cpntcnted  h^rfelf  perfe&ly  with  her 

pyrn  wajr  of  Uyw^  npr  foW&V  flW9|» 
&e,  were  it  put  to  her  ff ee  (jho^  makp 
6er  e!e&ipa  for  engaging  in  aajr ne\y 
firenes  of  lifi^  *u  hej-  yea* s  y  fq  jjigjt1  wller 
fher  Mr.  Sm— 11  fpcceeded  ojr  npf  it)  hif 
cptcrprUe,  it  was  a  matter  of  fuch  lndjfferr 
tpcc  to  h?r  fhe  faid,  as  would  nevei  fig?*^ 
her  a  fipgle  moment's  uneafinefi. 

My  mamma,  having  thi^  giv?n  th^ 
preference  to  my  fiApr^  fide  of  (he  arguT 
invent,  if  became  qie  to  refrain  frojtp  f e- 
prpacjies  i  thpt^gh  I  ?^jtfte.d  Ihe  vwty 
fiave  crowed  oyer  g!&  yrijfo  np  iitjde  tri* 
wnjph,  and  have  laujjfte^  ty  piy  cpaceij; 
^  untenant?  |  and  J  had  prepared  13™ 


ed  of  extending  the  breach  between  us  * 
but  my  filler's  good  fenfe  prevented  it :  for 
as  our  debate  had  flept  in  the  confines  of 
her  own  breaft,  at  firft,  had  not  my  im- 
patience difplayed  it  to  my  mamma;  fb 
perfe&ly  fatisfied  with  the  old  lady's  fen- 
tence  in  her  favour,  (he  feemed  not  to  ex- 
tend the  merits  of  her  own  judgment  to  the 
depreciating  that  of  a  lifter  2  fo  that  (he 
never  after  mentioned  it  in  derogation  of 
jny  opinion. 

At  my  firft  propofing  the  cafe  to  my 
mamma,  it  was  without  the  lead  hefita- 
jtion  at  any  difficulty  with  her,  in  declar- 
ing point  blank  in  my  favour 5  nor  could 
I,  now  my  fifter  had  dropt  the  argument, 
prove  fo  rude  as  to  pretend  to  an  im- 
peachment of  the  old  lady's  judgment ; 
but  he  rfiat  complies  againft  his  will,  is  of 
his  own  opinion  ftill  ;  nor  could  all  the  - 
philofophy  in  nature,  have  gained  an  hair's 
breadth  upon  my  determination  j  but  that 
money,  procuring  all  things,  muft  itfelf, 
be  the  fole  blefling  of  life. 

Our  walk  being  now  concluded  by  the 
dinner-bell,  inofooner  had  we  dined,  bat 
we  ordered  the  chariot  for  vifiting,  anc}  " 
ftpm  one  exercife  to  another,  fpun  out  a» 
bout  a{weel?,  without  the  leaft  farther  al- 
tercation upon  the  above  point :  for  my 
*  fifter 
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fitter  being  altogether  fiJent  upon  the  fub* 
je&,  my  fbirit  was  too  great  te  begin 
jipon  ft,  left  (he  fhould  have  cenfured  me 
for  impatience,  upon  the  caufe  going  a* 
gainft  me  *  but  on  the  Sunday  morning, 
when  we  were  all  fuperbly  drefled,  and 
ju (I  .waiting  for  the  coach  to  convey  us  to 
the  church,  comes  the  poftman  with  a 
letter  from  my  father. 

Our  fervant  put  it  into  my  mamma's 
hands,  as  we  were  all  fitting  in  print  for 
our  departure  *  but  fuch  a  change  as  en- 
fued,  not  only  in  our  perfons,  but  beha- 
viour too ;  upon  my  mamma's  crying  out 
ttpon  fight  of  the  fuperfcription,  here  is  a 
letter,  children,  from  your  father,  as  had 
nothing  farther  happened,  had  amply 
disqualified  me]  for  every  fun&ion  of 
church  duty  for  that  day  ;  but  not  a  mo- 
ment fcarce  had  paffed,  before  unfolding 
it;  fit  filent,  faid  my  mamma,  and  1'fi 
read  it  to  you. 

William  S  to— s  l  l,  efo 
To  Mrs.  MargaretS  m— e  l  l. 

<■   Ml    D  E  A  R, 

Happily  arrived  here  on  Wednefdby 

night  i  but  had  been  far  more  am- 

C5  .Mplj 
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44  plyfo,  had  my  good  gertite  directed 
44  me  hither  a  fortnight  ago.  I 

44  The  fatigue  of  myjoorney,  after  fid* 
44  ing  near  fifty  miles  ia  day  for  twdjdayi 
44  together,  demanded  an  early  repot* 
*•  upon  my  arrival  at  my  inn':  to  that! 
44  drank  but  a  mefe  of  broth,  e*re  J  'ftept 
w  into  Wd,  where  I  found  tayfdf  ^3tw 
••  refreshed  the  next  morning.        -       5  * 

*f  I  drefled,  and  went  from  eoftte^Kdufe 
44  to  coffee4ioufe,  where  I  hatched  aft 
44  difcourfes,  and  picked  upas  much  asf 
€C  could,  relative  to  flocks  $  but  being; 
44  unknown,  could  make  little  of  Hi  nor 
41  could  I  gain  a  word  with  niy  brGfce^ 
4t  would  I  have  giveh  him  all  1  was  wdrth  v 
4<  but  he  bade  me  come  m  him  in  E*- 
44  change-alley,  where  if  he  poffibly  could* 
44  he  would  fpeak  to  me.  I  went  then 
*c  into  Exchange-alley,  though  it  coft  irie 
4i  a  full  half  hour's  attack,  togain  the  pafe 
44  from  Gornhill;  but  here,1  I  had  need 
44  of  an  interpreter,  equally,  as  I  had  been 
♦4  landed  in ; Afia  :  fur  fh6ugh  many  of 
44  the  words  perpetually  bawling  in  my 
<f  ears,  had  a  turn  of  the  linglifh  idiom  * 
44  yet  the  variety  of  nations,  combining 
44  in  the  fame  fyllables,  formed  founds  as 
4t  different  from  each  o&er  as  Hebrew 
44  from  Frerich>  or  Englifb.  -  -- 
^  "lob- 


?c  I  obfejved  pach  #aa,  Trkfi  many 
<r  papers  in  his  hand,  and  taking  more 

*  than  ordinary  ooticc  of  one  of  them, 
44  V)»  to  my  tbinkirg  (by  b»  <W*piflg 
"  after  we  which  way  ever  I  turned, 
"  waqn  the  Ie*ft  room  imaginable  was 
44  made  for  jnp)   fc*d  9  defigB  vi*H>  my 

*  pocket,  J  watched  h|m  mojrc  narj$w)jr 
44  than  the  reft,  tyring  yjery  .dirty  \n  ma 
44  £ari^nts,  and  with  a  ttfacjk  beard,  a 
4<  xpU  fpao  long.;  *UI  ftt  length,  ja  well 
44  dr<^Fcd  ggntle.cpap  qqming  pp  to  him  * 
44  wJiajt  pri$e  to  day  £  (aid  he.  The  W- 
44  Jow  jp,dj^  into 
44  ,a  cpr^jr. 

4Vlhad  npw,«Inaoft  loft  him,  being 

144  oysrbprne/or  fpmetjme,  by  the  crowd 

44  #hat  impelled  ijtf  forwards  with  M $  but 

44  at  length  recptvqring  ,t»y{elf,  J>y  \tnairv 

44  fprqe,  I  Hft^e  my  way  up  to  ^y  dif- 

41  guifed*  .man,  . deter wised,    if  poflible, 

44  to  Tee  whether  $>$ne  mifdijef  would  not 

41  fcfal  thegentkjinan  from  him  ;  til]  at 

44  Jength,  obferving  iiim  to  pay  the  black 

4<  ipan  tw[0  hqp^qd  guinea,  as  he  faid 

44  itw^s,  |ndf^kir\g^n  lieu  thetepf  .ibme 

44  Scraps  of  pftp^froin  hitn  v  upon  their 

44  pining*  I  pegg'd  the  favour  of  the 

44  genuenajwi  to  linforrpmj^  whftt  he  had 
C  6  ■  •-      -  • 
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44  paid  the  ruffianly "  man  fo  much  mo 
u  ney  for  ? 

"  Hulh!  hu(h!  faid  the  gentleman; 
M  take  care  what  you  fay,  of  as  topping  a 
**  man  as  mbft  in  the  city ;  but  I  per- 
M  ceive,  fir,  added  he,  you  are  a  ftranger 
•4  here,  and  therefore  I  (hall  fatisfy  you, 
€C  that  I  have  been  purchafing  fome  juft- 
€€  ring  (hares  of  him. 

"  Luftring  fliares !  fir,  laid  I.  Pray 
•*  excufe  my  demand,  of  what  you  mean 
€C  by  them.  They  are  what  will  be 
•c  transferrable  here,  fir,  faid  he ;  but 
"  as  you  are  a  ftranger  to  fuch  things,  it 
*4  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  per- 
€f  ft€t  you  at  prefent,  in  the  underftanding 
*•  of  them.  That  man  you  feem  to  think 
€<  fo  meanly  of,  added  he,  and  I,  have 
*'  lately  dealt  very  largely  ;  and  no  longer 
••  ago  than  yefterday*  I  paid  him  twelve 
€<  hundred  pounds,  for  Mine-Adventures, 
••  York-buildings  and  Temple-mills ;  of 
•c  all  whichjlcxpedt  to  make  at  leaft  two 
#<  hundred  per  cent,  by  Monday  next  ; 
**  but  I  am  lorry  I  am  in  fuch  hafte,  faid 
f<  he,  and  muft  leave  you  :  for  if  I  have 
"  but  any  luck  where  I  am  going,  I  will 
#i  have  five  hundred  pounds  third  fab- 
••  fcription  before  night,  yet. 

"I 
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%%  I  woufd  now  have  given  my  right* 
"•hand,  but  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
44  difcourfe  with  iny  Broker,  to  Have 
4C  learned  what  all  thefe  cramp  names 
41  meant;  but  had  been  juftled  about 
€<  for  fome  hours  in  the  multitude,  with- 
"  out  the  leaft  profpedt  of  the  man  \ 
u  till  I  was  fo  fatigued  with  ftanding,and 
44  fqueezing,  and  being  fqueezed  •,  that  I 
iC  verily  believed  I  (houlcf  have  fainted  a- 
44  way,  and  if  fo,  I  muft  have  been  trod- 
44  den  to  pieces ;  nor  prefented  there  to 
*  me  the  leaft  remedy :  for  I  might  as 
44  well  have  thruft  my  body  through  a 
44  ftone-wall,  as  through  the  clofe  packed 
u  mob  that  furrourided  me. 

44  At  lengih,  being  pretty  tall,  you 
u  know  my  dear,  and  over-topping  many 
"  that  flood  near  me,  I  caught  a  glimpfe 
44  of  Mr.  H~ — t,  at  quite  the  farther 
44  end  of  the  alley  ;  but  being  noways  able 
44  to  come  at  him,  and  for  fear  I  (hould 
44  lofe  fight  of  him  again,  I  even  flood  on 

u  tiptoe,  and  called  out,   Mr.  H 1 1 

V  Mr.  H 1!    as  loud  as -ever  I  could 

44  roar;  but  he  heard  me  not;  and  then, 
44  an  unmannerly  fellow  near  me,  crying 
"  out,  flop  fome  thing  down  the  throat 
41  of  that  bawling  fon  of  a  b — ch  there, 

M  made 
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"  <**&  mt  fo  »fl*»td,  ifcat  I  coufd^trot 
H  fey  a  *wi  wre,  a*>d  fp  J  loft  Jbinu 

*  Of  jftf  dttf*  tf  *W  man  defcprvc* 
♦c  ta  be  weU  pftid  for  his  Jabour,  910ft 
•c  ccrttjoly  I  *m  k*z  forfeve  *  dife  ©f 
M  tGftffcc  ai  ijay  10®  i#  the  iporping,  I  ne- 
Cf  *er  tafted  bit  or  fop  till  deven  o,rcloek 
<rAt  night,  tfrftt  J  arrived  tht^e  again,  the 

;<"  idpcjc  having  fbwck  tcfo  befc^e  l<cpdd 

.♦*  f>qffiWy  difeogp&e  ff>y&Jf  frogi  *hat 

V  confpqnded  alley, 

u  W,bac  w«h  the  fcjtigtje  <«F  the  day, 
*'  and  &>  iloog  Gifting,  1  ff^red  J  (hpuW 
"  never  jh&ire p^ftHwd  the  *>*gh|t  *  then 
"  being  fo  h»ngpy  at  n&y  .isouejv  home* 
M  that  I  could  have  eaten  my  fingers  * 
"  I  prder^d  a  chicken  for  my  J  upper, 
u  thinking, r^iter  a  good  meal,  I  fljpukl 
iC  have  c^mppfqd  myfelf,  and  recovered 

.  *'  my  ftrength  by  mpming^  but  hpw  aft 
**  men^s  profpedts  di&ppointed,  as  it 
*'  were,  merely  for  dilappointtpent's  lake, 
•*  where  they  feem  to  have  the  moft  pro- 
**  jnlfirjg  afpcft! 

"My  landlady  fent  n>e*  inft^ad  of  ihe 
#c  chicken  I  ha/&  befpqke*    an  old  cock,. 

.  c<  vrith  cabbagp  as  firm  as  a  flint,  that 
**  bad-  only  been  warmed  in  the  water  * 
!'  and  xhis>  .thrpugh  the  craving  of  my 

"  appe- 
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*  appetite,  I  <waliowng:t4l  cfcwo  ;  feutft 
•*  had  I  been  in  bed  for  an  hoar,,  before 
•*  I  was  obliged  tb  atfaken  the  whole  fa- 
iC  mily  *  nor  had  I  ever  furvived  tilt 
M  mornirtgt  if  %oit»s,  ^perceWing  my 
"  condition,  had  not  brought  me  up  an 
«*  ^apothecary  in  his  hand. 

—-!  iie  fej t  my _gal  fe, . jan^cn^iired  into- 
•f  my"con<fitiun  ;  but  was 'To  long  about 
•*'  it,  and  Jo  Tendftgi^pd  I  fg&iedy,  that 
**  I  had  almoft  given  myfclf  over  for  loft  j 

*  *ftl,  at  fcngtfe,  a ftite.te^wdtttd.mc, 
'**  operatirkg  jBoft  vio,krttly ^weakened  me 
<*  Rafter  ^  that  £  h*tw  ;b*en  forced  to 
.**fceej>  «ij  bed  ^*ft  par*  of  thi$  day* 

•x*  wJ^ilft  others  haw  toeen  ^naJ^iQ^  their 

*  .lortunes.    .As  to  day  is  H — *■— t*s  ton- 
/  *fV4ay*   he  has  prorayfed  to  be  with  me 

*  tc*-m<!>frow  it  teirig  bis  teifbre  day,  knd 
*€  then  we  Iball  fettle  matters.  *fo,  as  to 
**  know  what  I  am  to  go  ppon  next  week* 
\  **  You  (hall  hear  from  me  again  fcy 
«•*  Tixeftfey*s  pbft,  if  I  have  time  for  it.* 
*•  when  I  hope  to  have  fome  good  news 
1*  for  you  ;  hut  you  muft  exptdt  me  to 
***i4be  fborter  \  nor  indeed  had  I  been  ft> 
**  prdlix  in  this,  but  tharbeing  ordered 
**  to  keep  the  houfe  to  dtfy,  it  has  beerv 
**'  thebeft  part  of  my  aftbmoon*s  employ- 

u  men* 
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*f  irient.    lam,    with  my  love  to  the 
««  girls,   : 
-      ,  c*  My  dear, 

il  Your  loving  hirfband, 

*•  W.  Sm blx.? 

r    i      j       i       i  r      ■    i  •         ■-J-      ■  — * ^*- 

CHAP.     IV. 

Defiant  upon  the  above  letter.  Molly 
pajfionate.     Mifs  Letitids  notion  cf 

1  evils.  Mollys  impatience.  Molly 
believes  her  fjler  an  hypocrite.  £e* 
'?efit  of  cotnpojure.  Difcommodity  of 
its    contrary.      Letter  from    Mr. 

Sm elly    of  an  bonejl  friend  in 

the  alley. 

IF  the  hoped  for  augmentation  of  my 
portion  at  fight  of  the  above  epiftle,. 
had  diverted  my  thoughts  from  all  holy 
exercifes ;  how  much  more  had  my  per- 
plexities at  the  hearing  of  it  read  to  mc, 
incapacitated  me  for  the  leaft  attention  to 
ierious  fut>je<3s.  *My  paffions  fo  fubdued 
all  reverence  to  my  father,  that  I  had  the 
^reateft  conflict  in  my  own  mind,  to  pre- 
vent 
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vent  my  inveighing  bitterly  againft  himj 
for  the  idlp  account  he  had  given  of  him- 
felf,  for  a  full  week  that  he  had  now  left 
us;  efpecially,  as  himfelf  had  allowed* 
that  other  people  had  been  making  their 
fortunes,  whilft  he  had  been  only  gorging, 
and  difcharging  it  again. 

My  mamma's  tears  ran  tickling  down  her 
'  cheeks  like  little  rivulets,  at  the  thoughts, 
as  (he  told  us,  of  what  our  poor  father  had 
fuffered,  without  her  to  have  nuricd  and 
attended  him  in  his  illncfe;  and  then, 
Jhould  he  relapfe  again,  in  a  Itrange  place, 
with  only  the  car  elds  fervants  of  an  ina 
about  him,  his  life,  for  aught  that  (he 
knew,  might  be  indangered  by  it ;  fo  that 
(he  feemed  to  have  relinquished  all  com- 
fortable hopes  whatever,  till  (he  fhould 
receive  his  next  promifed  letter,  in  the 
middle  of  the  week.    , 

She  afked  us,  what  we  thought  of  my 
father's  condition  from  the  letter  ?  For 
that,  as  to  her  parr,  flie  was  fatisficd  he 
had  not  made  the  worft  of  hU  cafe  to  herf 
for  fear  of  the  fhock  fhe  muft  fuftain  from 
it.  My  lifter  defired  her  to  have  patience 
till  (be  fhould  hepr  from  him  again,  and 
nor,  in  ;  the  mean  time,  to  tlejed  herfelf 
through'  vain  conje&ures,  upon  mifchiefs 
that  might  never  happen,  nay,  had  her 

papa 
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paps  been  in  aoy  dangerous  way,  (he  (aid; 
he  would  not,  nay,  could  not  have  been 
fupported  under  the  fatigue  of  fo  long  a 
letter :  fo  that  putting  all  things  together, 
(he  was  of  opinion  his  health  would  be 
perfectly  eftabliihed  before  we  fhould  hear 
from  him  again  *  but  however,  it  had  ne- 
ver been  her  cuftom,  (he  faid,  to  antici- 
pate evils,  by  tormenting  reflexions  upon 
them,  which  if  not  wholly  void  of  fi>un* 
elation,  might  be  quite  foreign  to  our  ima- 
ginations; evils  would  be  evils,  when  they 
arrived,  (he  (aid,  which  was  full  time  e- 
rough  for  her  to  lament  them,  as  then, 
(he  thould  have  fomc  certainty  where  to 
fppj V  her  grief. 

v  My  mamma  then  deOring  my  fentj* 
jaent*  upon  the  letter.  Why  T  truly  ma- 
dam, faid  I,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  de* 
fiver  my  genuine  fenfe  of  the  thing  j  I 
don't  take-  my  father  to  be  a  man  any 
ways  qualified  for  die  enterprize  he  bit 
undertaken,  'The  affeir  is  too  fatiguing 
.for  him,  ybutpay  plainly  fee*  or  inftead 
of  repeating  (he  fatisfaaion  he  took  io 
bed  every  night,  he  would  have  hinted  at 
jeaft,  at  the  thpu&nds  he  bad  in  profpeft  * 
for  can  it  be  prefumed,  that  whoever  goes 
into  Exchange-alley,  as  he  caHs  it,  mult 
meccilarily  be  borne  about  tike  a  cork  in  a 

liver* 
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river,  Jjavpluntarijy,  from.  now.  to mtcfr 
night;  without  either  perfecting  the  leaft 
bufinefsof  the  place,  or  being  able  to  releaic 
bimfelf  from  it?  Believe  this*  who  can  *• 
as  for  my  part,  it  appears  to  me  but  an 
idle  (iory,  and  fliews  how  unlikely  fuch 
a  man  as  my  father  is  for  making  money 
amongft  the  canning  ones. 

One  may  ftare  at  a  limner  for  ages,  faict 

I,  without  ever  being  able  to  imitate  him 

with  cffeft  >  and  fo  may  my  father  be 

frayed  about  there  till  this  time  twelve- 

Idnth,  without  the  leaft  addition,  to  his 

bck,  if  be  makes  not  proper  obferva- 

ons,  and  behaves  like  the  people  about 

im, 

Pray,  added  I,  what  could  have  been' 
fairer  hint,  than  the  gentleman  gave  hini 
F  what  was  proper  for1  him  to  buy  ?  DicJ 
K  he  tell  him,  he  would  make  two  hun- 
red  pei*  cent,  of  it  in  a  £e,w  diy  $1  Now  J 
cpember  our  writing-mate*  ufcd  to  (ay, 
,tn.  per  cen^was'  doubling  my  own  huo- 
vb&%  and  if  10,  this  rnuft  be  tr^bblingof 
.— ^-Whati  arid  mtght  my  father  hav$ 
tide  one  thoufand  pounds  three^n  as  many 
lys  timet  Its  enough  to  diftfaft  brteia 
ie idea,  and  what  I  fear,  he  will  nevecj 
lave,  a  fccoo4  opportunity  for,  h$  not  in- 
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tending  to  fet  about  it  till  the  gentlemalri 
will  have  received  his  money. 

Befides,  madam,  faid  I,  would  any  man 
fn  fo  money'-a-getting  time,  have  tarried 
at  home  the  whole  day  that  he  wrote  your 
letter,  only  becaufe  he  had  brought  up 
his  lad  night's  fupper,  if  his  head  had 
been  properly  turned  to.  advantage  ? 
Wherefore,  excufe  me,  madam,  (aid  I, 
for  infifting,  that  my  father  might  more 
fefely  have  employed  any  head  than  his 
own,  in  a  tiflc  tie  is  fo  very  unequal  to. 

The  coach  now  wafting  for  us,  my  mo- 
ther  judged  it  moft  prudent  for  her  to 
tarry  at  home  ;  fince  (he  (hould  nevSr  be 
able  to  confine  her  thoughts  wholly  to  thef 
matter  in  band,,  (he  faid4*  and  fhodld  tfcpy 
flxay  ,tomy  father,  (he  might  but  expofe 
herfclf  to  the  notice  of  the  congregation 
around  her ;  but  recommended  my  filter's* 
and  my  going,  to  us. 
1  My  fitter  then  rifing,  took  her  gloves, 
and  marched  to  the  coach,  as  unconcern- 
edly, as  if  noways  interefted  in  mamma^ 
6r  my  ftrugglings ;  but  for  my  parr,  I 
begg'd  to  be  excufed  from  going  too :  for 
If  mamma  was  doubtful,  whether  (he 
could  refrain  from  weeping  or  not ;  I 
might  have  equal  caufe  for  uncertainty,  I 
kid,  whether  I  Ibould  fall  into  exclama- 
tions 
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tlonsotLnot,   againft  the  management  I 
bad  been  apprized  of,  at  fo  critical  a  mo- 
ney-getting jun&ure. 

My  concern,  however,  was  but  to  very 
little  pur ppfe,  for  ftay  we  muft,  till  frelh 
advices  from  my  father  fhould,  as  I  hoped, 
put  me  into  heart  again,  by  ratifying  all 
paft  failings. 

Now,  what  gave  me  almoft  as  much 
vexation,  as  the  lofs  of  what  my  father 
was  already  poflefitd  of  would,  was  the 
tranquility,  wherewith  my  fitter  behaved* 
and  alfo  (pake  of  my  father's  tranfa&ions : 
for  I  could  not  but  believe  it  all  a  grimace 
put  on  againft  her  inward  feeling  of  things? 
to  demonftrate  the  command  (he  had  over 
her  paffions ;  and  fo  I  told  her,  and  at  the 
lame  time,  that  I  took  it  for  a  pretence, 
it  being  cut  of  nature,  that  the  profped 
of  good  fortune  fhould  feem  to  have  no 
ffeft  upon I  her  ;   unlefs,  through  fuch  a 
:Onfti*aint  over  her  appetites,  as  muft  be 
jn  private  excruciating  to  her. 
^;  She  denied  abfolutely,  that  the  prof- 
*ipc&6igp6&  fortune  would  be  void  of  its 
irortr  effedts  upon  her ;  but  argued,  that 
^ckAtedfy  flfe  might  have  a  different 
fetiftfof  what  I  called  good  fortune,  from 
that  I  had ;  otherwife,  (he  faid,  1  might  e- 
&em  her  but  a  machine,  whofe  movements 

were 
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tie  inoft  extent!^    ^ 

of  fifirity  I  am 

:  As  for  all  t! 
fetal  fc  craving 
tire  only,  a  pha. 
fubfifting  (ifat  „    ^ 
rather  than  in  i 

nor  will  it  bear  

upon  it,  withou^^ 

You  may  pu^ 
that  I  am  as  dcf8** 
can  be,  and  for 
my  choice  upon 
witt«m*ke  mef^tl 
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My  mamma  read  it  to  herjelf ;  but  be- 
ing fenfible  how  acceptable  its  contents 
would  be  to  us  i  rather  tbari  deprive  us  for 
a  Tingle  moment  of  the  delight  (he  could 
thereby  confer  upon  us ;  ihe  fent  one  of 
the  fervants  to  inform  us  of  the  receipt  of 
it,  and  to  defire  us  to  return  immediately » 

This  laft  claufc,  as  b  my  own  particu- 
tukr,  might  have  been  fpared;  my  very 
ft>ul  being  upon  the  wing  to  be  miftrefs  of 

!'t :  and,  notwithstanding  the  *ea  was  be* 
brejis,  juft  ready  for  diftributing  about. 
I  ordered  the  coach  to  the  door  ;  looked 
out  for  my  fcartfand  fan,  and  had  diljpo- 
fed  myfelf  for  ftepping  into  it,  in  art  inT 
ftant ;  whilft  my  fitter  fat  as  gravely,  fipr 
£ing  at  her  firft  difh,  and  launching  put 
into  her  commendations  of  it,  as  if  we 
Had  been  to  tarry  all  night 

This  fupine  demeanour  of  my  fitter,  fo 
pettled  me,  that  afcer  a  turn  or  two  in  .the 
room,  to  fignify  my  influence  for  lier 

'  delay,  without  working  the  leaft  ef&ltup* 
on  her;  I flung  out  of  rhe  room  in  a  rage, 
^Curing  her,  that  however  {he  might  va-r 
lue  Jier  mamina'so^ders,  for  my  own  parti 
X  Would  teftify  my  obedience  to  them,  and 
'would  dire&ly  return  .without  her* 

,", : .The  young  ladyt defirous  that  we  Ihoiildi 
Bnilh  our  tea,  and  feeing  my  fitter  inclined 

to 
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to  it,  ran  after  me  into  the  ball,  and  infix- 
ing upon  my  return,  till  my  fifter  was 
alfo  ready  for  going  •,  I  could  noways  with- 
ftand  her  injun&ion';  but  to  fliew  my  re- 
fentment  at  the  uneafinefs  I  was  under,  not 
a  drop  would  I  drink,  but  fat  watching 
every  fip  of  my  fitter's,  in  hopes  it  would 
have  been  her  laft;  till  waiting  for  her 
fifth  di(h,  I  had  burft  with  indignation, 
had  I  not  vented  myfelf  in  the  following 
manner. 

It  is  poflible  for  you,  fifter,  laid  I,  who 
would  value  yourfelf  upon  every  fubtnif- 
fion  to  a  parent's  will,  to  fit  thus  unmo- 
ved, after  my  mamma's  command  to  re- 
turn immediately,  as  if  you  gave  the  pre- 
ference to  an  itch  of  your  palate,  again  ft 
her  pofitive  injunftion  ?  You  are  fenfible 
of  the  occafion  (he  expefts  us  for,  and  (he 
may  be  now  waiting,  under  the  moft 
anxious  inquietudes  till  (he  fees  us* 

Poh!  poh!  replied  ihe,  it  is  the  know- 
ledge  of  the  caufe  of  her  meflage,  that  af- 
fords me  the  liberty  of  flackening  my  pace 
to  her ;  nor  is  it  for  her  own  fake,  but  for 
ours,  that  flic  ordered  our  return  fo  im- 
mediately, prefuming,  we  Ihould  be  glad 
of  the  information  file  has  for  us;  but 
what  if  we  hear  it  to-night  ?  what  if  to- 
morrow ?  There  can  be  no  alteration  made 

in 


|||h&t  •,  then  why  fo  over  zealous  for 
igthi*  moment,  what  a  few  more 
f     sir  you  oncourfe?   Therefore  with 
fi  leave,  I  will  drink  but  another  di(h 
';:t^o,andgo  with  you.      ( 
$ffc;  happens  fometimes,  that  one  can- 
t^vbid  mentally  commending,    what 
3;ftrll  hates  from  one's-  heart,  mod  abo- 
Qjibly  ;  as  in  the  cafe  before  me,  I  could 
^biit  obferve  the  eafy  figure  my  fifter 
-cjfe,  in  the  eye  of  our  common  friend,  to 
at  I  made,  labouting  under  my  own 
lixfion,    and   the   ill   opinion  of  the 
fig  lady  pt  the  fame  time  $  but  my  im- 
jjtifrjPF,  for  the  leaft  difappointment  in 
flf&wsi  had  ever  been  fo  impetuous, 
?|his  had  not  been  the  firft  inftance  by 
nj^  of  the.  fubje&ing  myfelf  to  the  conT 
g  ipf!my^companions  by  it. 
yt  were  now  both  upon  our  return  ; 
itlhad  promifed  myfelf  "fufficient  re- 
ge  upon  my  fifter,  fo  fpon  as  ever  (he 
jtf<J  begin  to  cenfure  my  paft  behaviour, 
^made  but  little  doubc  fhe  wpuld  do, 
$?jhe  ftoulc}  have  me  alone  with  her$ 
j^t;  a  wprd  pafling  from  her,  the  dog- 
Kfi'of  my  temper,  prevented  my  be- 
W8g  with  herfirft,  left  (he  fticuici  cop- 
ra,  tha£  t  wanted  to  curry  favour 

vJl.  D  We 
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V7c  were  now  Arrived  With  niy  mamma,- 
when  ftie  read  us  the  following  lines  from 
my  father, 

Willi  ah  Sm-l  l,  efq; 
if*  Mrs.  Maroa  k  e  t  Sjn— l  l- 

My  DEAR, 
*•    AS  I  told  you  in  my  laft,  H— ^t 
46  jljL   Was  to  be  with  me  the  next  cfay, 
**  fo  he  came  accordingly, 

u  I  foon  difcovered,  that  my  South  Sea 
u  ftock,  Of  which,  as  I  told  you,  I  had 
*c  feven  thoufand  pounds  Capital,  was 
*•  worth  about  thirty  thoufand  pounds, 
*c  Now  the  queftibh  put  to  me  by  htm 
u  was,  whether  J  would  chufe  to  difpdfe  4 
"  of  it  for  the  prefent  profit,  or  whether 
"I  would  let  it  remain,  and  (land  the 
**  chance  of  the  farther  rife  of  i  t  ? 

*'  Iaflced  him,  if  there  were  no  other 
'**  ways  of  difoofing  money  to  advantage, 
**  and  hintecf  to  him  what  I  had  heard 
•*  about  luftring,  mills,  and  fubferiptionv 
**  His  reply  was,  that  there  were  infinite 
**  ways  of  employing  calh,  and  named  | 
*  little  lefs  than  thirty  totpe;  hut  not 
^  tajdng  them  down  J&  writing,  one 

**dro*e 
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ibft  other  <frt  6f  my  head,  folkr^ 
f  cannot  rccolieft  one  of  them. 
**  having  agreed  not  to  fell  my  South 
JSei^as  yet;  I  am  now  at  the  utmoft  lols 
for  money  to  engage  with  in  the  niim- 
beflefe  other  articles  *  whereby  hun- 
jfctds,  nay,  t&oufands,  j^e  to  be  daily 
made. 

f*Hm  *fcll  into  copipany  yefterday,  with 
jb^e^of  the  moft  gentleman-like  man  I 
AWiJk  I  ^vercopverfed  with;  who  per- 
iqjg  me  to  be  unacquainted  with 
fhe$MKjs  in  praftice,  by  tiiy  iqemi- 
Wfe  mto  particulars,   took  me  aT~ 
private  alley  hattl1  by  ps,  where 
nie,  that  jf  he  was*  not  miftaken 
(ftfcourfe,  1  woujd  gladly  be  in- 
of.thc  feveral  profitable  (chemes 
He  laid,  th*t  he  knew  119c 
bad  happened,  but  the  fudden 
'hajcl  taken  to  mypeifan,  had 
hifn  with  an  inclination  for  be- 
ftil  to  me,  and  that,  perhaps, 
than  I  could  probably  con* 
indeed,  than  mod  men  ypon 
Btpge » cptild  wfellibe  •,  and  then 
tharbefpre  he  Should  proceed 
|#ay  jo  itie  the  method  of  making 
aajrofr  fortune,  he  rnuft  beg  lejiye 
onequcftion  to  me*  from  my 
D  %  "  candid 
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Ci  candid  anfwer  whereto,  he  would  be 
"  a  word  with  me,  what  gainer  I  migl 
**  expedt  to  be  by  the  fchemes  then  in  agi 
fc  tation. 

**  I  returned  him  many  thanks  for  hi 
u  favour  to  me,  and  defired  him  to  pu 
cc  his  queifion,  afluring  him,  myanfw< 
"  fhould  be  fincere,      Then  fir,   faid  h 
u  have  you  any,  and  how  iiiuch  mon< 
<c  to  dilpofe  of?  I  replied,  that  my  reac 

money  was  but  trifling,  lave  what 
*'  then  had  in  the  South  Sea,  which  I  w; 
*'  advifed  not  to  diiplace  as  yet,  for  dipt!. 
c<  fhould  certainly  almoft  double  it  5. 
C€  that  I  had  an  eftate  of  upwards  af  tlufty 
ce  thoufarid  pounds  a  year  in  the  counjtry^ 
"  which  I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  co 
u  vert  into  calh,  for  the  benefit  of  a  mo 
€€  extenfive  way  of  traffic^,  in  th$  prejfo 
*e  run  of  merchandize.  ."  -v .     {- 

<c  You  fpeak  like  a  man  of  fqife^f 
tc  laid  he,  and  fuch  are  the  "mea  tjiat 
C€  love  5  and  tp  Ihew  you  that  I  flo  fp, ; 
* c  you  will  give  me  a  particular  of  tl 

eftate  to-morrow  morning,  I  dpuj^njr 
t     but  to  help  you  foX  purphajfejv    "1  . 
c<  I  affurecj  him  I  would  do  i?,and  ajyp&nfc 
<€  ed  him  an  hourand  place  to 'meet  me  a&jd 
4C  but  ftill  fliewed  my  uneaiinefs., for  tHat  it 
£  would  take  up  to  long  to  cbmpleat  this 
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:itle  to  a  purcha  be"  dilatory 

;s    of  the  lawyers,    that  X 
red  I  fhoutti 

an  time  diers   would  be 
c*  rr 

c*  He  b  roncern  for  tl 

ro  a  few  of  hu  c.  t  he 

chalk  out  a  mcrhod  of  proceeding 
I  to  my  way  of  think- 
g  i   but  conducing  to  my  very  pur- 

**    pc. 

I  finifbed  my  particular  hft  nighr, 
**  and   waited   upon  him    this   morning 
:  ;  when  hearing  that  I  was  imr- 
:f  heiaid  you  will  have  your  th 
opon  the  eftate,  and  1  making  a 
'  Bculty  how  I  could  difpofe  of  that  r 
**  fori  had  told  him  you  was  not jor 
"  ed  j  leave  that  to  me, laid  he  ;  adeci 

lo  the  bufinds,  if  you  are  lure 
M  ihe*l!  be  willing  to  join  in  the  fale. 
'*  I  replied,  that  you  was  one  of  the  befl 
wives  in  England,  and  would  gladly 
come  into  whatever  1  propofed,  as  be- 
neficial to  your  family ;  upon  which, 
he  faid,  he  would  know  what  I  afked 
for  his  efface*  I  faid,  five  and  twenty 
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€<  years  purchafe*  Say  thirty,  cried  he* 
"  and  I'll  get  it  you  •,  and  once  in  two  or 
"  three  days  I  will  bring  you  a  purchaser 
<c  to  treat  about  it.  Now  there  was  ha» 
€€  nefty,  my  dear*  to  a  man  who  was  the 
"  ftranger  that  I  was  to  him  ! 

"  I  could  not  yet  help  (hewing  my  con* 
"  cern  for  the  delay  this  muft  give  t* 
"  my  affairs,  as  I  muft  be  obliged  to  fit 
€C  with  my  hands  tied  and  unaftive  tilt 
"the  purcbafe^money  (hould  be  paid  ta 
u  me,  I  told  him;  but  furely!  this  is 
"  one  of  the  moft  fenfible  and  expfr- 
*c  rienced  man  in  all  nature  :  for  ha 
u  made  no  more  of  my  complaint 
C€  than  a  flea-bite  ;  afking  me,  what 
**  fchemes  I  fhould  chdfe  to  inveft  my 
**  money  in,  provided  I  then  had  it  ii* 
<c  hand  I  I  mentioned  tht  three  that  I  had 
••'  heard  of  in  Exchange-alley,  and  whicFv 
<c  the  gentleman,  purchafed  of  the  bearded 
"  man  the  firft  time  I  was  there  ;  where~ 
u  upon  he  told  me,  he  would  help  me» 
"  to  what  I  pleafed  of  them,  and  bec'aufe 
"  my  money  was  not  ready,  I  fhould  pur- 
"  chafe  them  f3tifcme  only  ;  but  I  thank-* 
"  ed  him  for  t\m£  declaring,,  that'  if  I 
**  purchafed^  ijt mould  be  for  good  and  alJ  * 
"  which  made  him  laugh  heartily  y  after 
u  which,-  he  explained  himiel£  that  what 

':*  "  to* 
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by  tinaewas*  that  though  I 

>  ilMphrtdy  fhotiki  contraft  ft*  them  at 

variknt,  at    a  certain  price,    ytt  they 

|Mjtei$  not;  bp  delivered  to  me  till  a  for- 

'tare  time,  by  which  I  might  conclude 

jnf  money  would  be  paid  me;  and 

ijhat  then  d^pofning  the  price  before? 

for,    I  was  to  receive  the 

q,  with  all  manner  cf  advantages 

them. 

i  jhore,'  my  dear,  in  order  to  favtf 

time  poffible,  he  that  very  after- 

imatn^ed   for  (hares  to  the  a- 

of  feventy  ihoufand  pounds  and 

fqr  me :    lb  that  fince  I  air* 

lunched,   I  doubt  not  by  the 

of  the  dee(\$t  not  only  to  pay 

!  new  purchafe,  but  to  clear  alike 

,  my  own  pocket  too ;  and  now 

me,  he  will  look  out  for  Com* 

rfuWcription. 

,r  Vstfe  fp  go  to  hjs  lawyer  to-mor* 

p,#ho  is  to  make  a  little  writing  be- 

*  us  fojpe-how    relating  to    tht 

I*'  but  whatever  fo  honeft  a  man  as 

propofe,  it  is  none  of  my  bufi- 

you  know  to  difpatei*   he  having 

jfchts^redit,  as  good  as  given  me  many 

jpoufand  pounds  into  my  pocket  aU 
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c<  I  defire  you  will  go  into  my  ftudy* .  \ 
"  and  lend  me  all  the  title  deeds,  that  j 
"  lie  in  any  of  the  drawers  of  the  wat-  j 
"  nut-tree  neft  of  drawers,  to  lay  befbr^fl 
"  council ;  and  if  any  one  comes  to  you  -  1 
€c  with  a  dedimus,  as.  he  called  ir,  you  'C 
"  will  do  therewith  as  he  dire<5b,  about  -J 
<c  pafling  the  efiate,  and  let  me  know  f! 
c<  when  it  is  done.  l] 

"  I  fhall  be  glad  to  hear,  whether  any  jy 
c<  of  my  neighbours  have  gotten  a  (cent  ^ 
<c  of  what  is  tranfafting  here ;  howeveiy'-y 
<c  be  fure  you  fay  nothing  of  what  has  J 
cc  called  me  from  home  to  any  one,  un-  h1 
*c  lefs  to  my  friend  Tom  Rogers,  to  whom 
"  I  could  wifh  fome  of  my  own  fuccefs^l 
c<  as  he,  poor  man,  wants  it,  and  might 
.cc  make  himfelf  in  a  few  weeks,  Re- J 
"  member  me  to  the  girls, 

"  And   believe  me, 

-!*  Your  loving  hufband,  | 

if 
«   W.  SM Lli'Mf 
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|^;      C  H  A  P.    V. 

iitids  advice  upon  the  letter.  Mollys 
*n  the  oppoftion.  Mrs.  Sm — ~elPs 
nfwer  to  her  husband.  Molly  ex- 
tents a  great  fortune.  Mr.  Archer 
enews  his  addrejfes.  Refohes  to  caji 
faojfcontemptuoujly.  Mother  and 
j&ghters  pafs  away  their  right  to 
%\eflate.  Letitia greatly  affetled at 
$1  Pollys  hate  of  thoughtfulnefs. 
Mitia  recovers. 

ff]ELk!  children,  faid  my  mam- 
,!ma;  you  fee  now  how  the  labours 
|&iu\poor  papa  are  like  to  be  blefled* 
$1  poor  foul !  his  cares  are  all  for  you  ; 
h  is  fiirprifing,  how  money,  fftould  be 
de  to  encreale  thus !  whilft  we,  who 
£  at  fuch  a  diftance,  know  only  that  it 
^f  lb,  without  penetrating  at  all  into  the 
ftery  of  it. 

Bin  what  think  you  of  your  father's 
rung  with  the  family  eftate  ?  How  Ihall 
i'relilh  that,  after  its  being  conveyed 
m  father  to  fon,  for  fo  many  genera- 
tes ?.  Why?  truly,  madam,  faid  my 
4r>  I  have  been  thinking  of  that,  with- 
D  5  out 
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out  being  able  to  difcover  the  leaft:  necef~  ;| 
fityfor  it,  afc  my  father  has  already,,  he*  ^ 
fays,  above,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  thr ;'* 
South  Sea  :  for  why  fliould  we  chute  tb  fc&^ 
'  the  very  t icheft  fatfrily  in  the  natioh  F?  "1 
Sitfely!  that, -with  his  eftate,  will  be  a  ^ 
full  competency  fot  himfelf  and  hisfamily*, %; 
whilft  he  and  you  live  ;  and  a  fnoft  ^nf- 
pie  inheritance  for  my  lifter  and  roe  zt"% 
your  deceafes*  Wherefore  I  fhould  think,/-! 
madam,  added  fhe,  that  you  might  write  "Si 
to  my  papa,;  to  advife  him  to  reft  content-  *| 
ed  with  what  he  has  gotten,,  and  to  let  the  | 
family  eftate  remain  in  his  own  hands  ftiH-{ 

Had  my  fitter  been  governed  by  dif- 
eretion  in  what  fhe  offered,  faid  I,  mad*n|,»; 
J  fhould  not  need  to  trouble  you  with  ifty } 
fentiments;  but  when  (he  has  taken  upon  £ 
her  to  carve,  for  not  only  youy  and   tttjpfj 
papa,  but  me  too,afs  well  as  herfelfj  I  think  ^ 
it  becomes  me  to  oppofe  her. 

Truly,  fitter  padded  £  it  feems  to  me  to 
be  a  very  unbecoming  preemption  in  yew*  $, 
to  aflign  what  you  pleafe  as  a  competency  **j 
for  my  papa  and  mamma  \  but  then  to 
pretend  to  limit  my  views,  to  the  fcantjr 
pattern  of  what  you  are  pieafed  to  ftile  an 
ample  inheritance  5  as  you  have  no  war- 
rant for  it  from  me,  I  muft  in  treat  you  to 
be  filent  on   my  behalf,  whatever  your 

ow» 
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m  guarding  foul  may  put  up  with  :  for 

ve  jae  leave  to  afore  you,that  no  narrower 

mfi^k  would  confine  my  ambition,  than 

-)fe  of  being  the  wealthieft  lady  in  the 

(ion,  if  k  could  pr$>ve  my  good  fortune 

&e  fb.     Therefore,  madam,  faid  I,  to 

jyiiujiuna,  it  is  my  notion,  rhat  my  fo- 

trads  moft  prudently,  in  purpofing  to 

jtsrwith  hi&eftate,  which  may  bring  him 

fcTW)bl«  returns  for  the  purchafe-money  * 

i^pr  than  by  retaining  it,  to  ^fcertain 

p  a  trifle  to  my  fitter  and  me  at  his 

Jfuppofe,  madam,  faid  I,  you,  will  foon 

ififior  my  father's  letter,  wherein  I  muft 

g  yqu  to  ftate,  how  unbecoming  of  his 

«fent  advancement  in  life,  my  prefeae 

ardrebe  appeals  to  be  ;  having  but  little 

eck  in  it,  above  the  degree  of  an  upper 

intant'fe  wean    Pray,  therefore,   recom^ 

*end  to  him  the  tranfmitting  me   (bmc 

iieces  of  theneweft  faihioned  filks,  both 

Mr  common'and  extraordinary  occafions; 

jaUb,  fome  linen  of  all  forts,  and  kcesr 

lith  the  fevcral  other  parts  of  our  drefs, 

i  you  may  pleafe  to  fpecify  them  :    for 

that  I  am  already  fcarce  miftrefs,  you  may 

tell  him  of  any  thing  to  be  feen  abroad  in, 

Hat  will  not  fubjeft  him  to  the  reflexions 

rfour  neighbours.  As  to  my  fifter,  added  I,, 

D  6  frotu 
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from  the  mean  opinion  fhe  feems  to  hat0.| 
ofherfelf,  fhe  may  conclude,  that  her  oIf$ 
ones  will  ferve  her  turn :  for  which  reafon*U| 
I  only  fpeak  for  myfelf  5   though  could  Ifffj 
but  penetrate  her  heart,  I  am  perfuaded  ^ 
the  greateft  ftab  that  could  be  given  to  it* 
would  be  the  fight  of  me  in  any  particu-  ? 
lar  more  admirably  decorated  than  herfelf  ;^; 
however  (he  may  perfift  in  the  ridiculou$:|| 
farce  of  felf-denial.  .    * 

My  fitter  being  about  to  have  replied  h 
to  what  I  had  offered;  my  mamma  in- jl 
joined  us  both  to  filence :  for  that  though  || 
the  difputes^of  her  children,  fo  long  as  we  " 
confined  ourfelves  to  modefty  in  /our! 
fpeeches  to  each  other,  were  very  pleafing  J 
to  her  5  yet,  when  we  could  not  bridle 
our  tempers,  without  lalhing  out  to  fhar!-^ 
ing, .  and  invedtives  againft  each  other  *]; 
nothing  then  could  be  more  her  averfion. 

As  to  what  fhe  fhould  mention  to  our 
papa  relative  tq  us,  it  fhould  be  jointly  for 
our  mutual  advantage,  fhe  feid  :  for  that,] 
if  my  fitter  was  naturally  lefs  aflumingl 
than  myfelf,  that  could.be  no  caufe  with! 
her,  for  her  faring  in  any  degree  worfe 
than  me ;  and  then  giving-  me  a  fevere  : 
rub  or  two  upon  fome  parts  of  my  fpeech 
fhe  had  deemed  impertinent ;  fhe  charged  I 
me  to  have  more  guard  over  my  tongue  ^ 

another 
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*      lime,  dr  it  (herald  he  the  worle 


|p£  §  fince  nothing  could  be  more  odi* 

#\iO  her  than  to  fee  young  women  loo 

qfent  with  that  member,  which  ought 

be,  the  criterion  of  their  modefty  and 


ion. 


gave  my  mamma  the  hearing  of  what 
jf|%id;  but  without  the  lead  other  ef- 
Stppon  me  than  the  paffing  through  my 
%;  nor  indeed,  had  I  at  this  ximeje* 
•Tefle&ingupon  it;  but  again,  im- 
wnjg  my  mamma  to  expedition  in 
3g,  (he  the  next  morning  read  over 
^Ae  anfwer  (he  was  juft  then  about 
ifad  to  niy  father.  •    >       -y   > 

%tpW— —m  S— —ell,  Efq;    < 

f  Y  dear  Mr.  S— *ell  may  aflure 

himfelf,  that  the  fincfereft-wiflies 

^jjjis  poor  wife,  attend,  his  every  ftep 

the  bufy  world  he  is  nowcon- 

jn» 

fjpu*  dear  children,   and   I,  upon 

%  ftg  your  laft,  were  extreamly  glad 

from  the  courfe  of  your  oc- 

jtjiat  you  was  gotten  pure 

Kfon  you  was  filent  as  to 

article.     'Your  extraQrdinary  ae- 

.have  given   fair  fcope  for  our 

'»  *     _  "  admiration, 
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**  admiration,  how  fuch  incredible  effe6& 
m  can  be  brought  about :  nor  feem  youy 
**  as  yet,  to  affign  the  leaft  period,  to 
**  your  proceeding  ftiil  in  the  feme  man-, 

*  ner,  by  your  requefting  of  me  to  join 

*  in  the  fale  of  your  eftate;  whereby,  to 
€%  raife  a  further  fupply,  for  a  deeper  en- 
**  gagement  in  your  enterprizes. 

u  You  may  aflure  yourfelf  of  my  con- 
•r  currence  therdin,  who  cannot  but  efteero 
4*  it  fomewhat  providential,  that  yoo 
**  flbould  fell,  unexpectedly,  into  fuch 
•*'  hands,  as  may  prove  fo  exceedingly 
•*  beneficial  to  you  :  make  much  therefore 
"  of  fo  ftanch  a  friend,  by  fubmitting  to 
"  whole  judgment,  you  may  prevent,  not" 
"  only  abundance  of  fatigue  to  yourfelf^. 
€i  but  many  overfights,  that  might  other- 
•*  wife  accompany  your  own  inexperience 
w  in  fuch  affairs. 

"  I  have  a  requeft  to  make  you  from 
**  my  daughters,  who  are  in  hopes  of  a 
c€  proportipnate  advancement  in  their 
•*  finery,  to  that  of  your  opulenqy  y 
«*  that  you  will  fend  them  fome  of  the 
•*  moft  fefliionable  wearables,  filks,  Jinen, 
«<  and  laces ;  and,  though  they  requefted 
**  it  nor,  if  you  would  difpofe  in  the 
u  package  a  necklace  or  two,  with  ear- 
u  rings  fuitable,  and  a  ring  or  two  for 

"  thei* 
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flfeft  fingers,  you  might  command  their 
|irdent  good  wifhes*   perhaps,  more 
carhcftly,  than  for  thoufands  in  rcveie- 
fi^n,  at  a  future  day. 
**  1  flWll  hintvthe  amir  to  Rogers;  as< 
yon  defire  ;  and,  with  longing  impa- 
tience, wait  your  return,  whenever  yon 
fcall  conceive  you  have  gotten  enough, 
rrf  which*  I5  would  not  will*  you  over- 
tbvetous  ;  but  leave  room  for  others  to 
partake  with  you..    So  recommending; 
70a  to  Pivine  Favour,  1  remain, 

■;"">?/  ■ 

'l:,A     **  Your  dutiful  wife,. till  death,. 

C;  •*■  M.  s — zlju 

*J:&. S;  My  daughters  rntreat  you,  not 
tbomit  a  good  parcel  of  ribbons."4 

Ffeving  fent  thi*  letter,  my  mamma 
rited:Mr.  Rogers  the  next  day  to  din- 
rr  with  us  ;  after  which,  flie  began  upon 
f  father**  inftru&ions  to  her,  for  hi*  in- 
vitation how  things  were  goingiat  Lon- 
tin*  and  the  incredible  advantages  that 
teht  be  daily  made  of  money  there  v 
fxfmuch,  that  my  father,  fhe  faidr  by  this 
tore,.,  muft  be  worth  abbve  an  hundred 
toiifand  pounds*  which  he  expected  in 
W  days  to  be  doubled ;  but  this,  (he 

(aid^ 
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faid,  (he  intrufted  to  him  as  a  privacy^ 
his  own  fole  ufe  •,  not  to  be  divulged  i 
any  one,  upqn  any  account  whatever.    I] 

Mr.  Rogers  heard  her  patiently  $  Bj 
then,  feemed  under  a  great  furprize  t&i 
file  fhould  commit  that  to  him  as  a  fecre 
which  all  the  world,  he  faid,  was  appriz* 
of:  nor  was  there  a  man  of  fortune,  1 
faid,  in  mQft  of  the  adjacent  countie 
who  was  not  Tome  way  or  other  concern! 
therein,  by  their  agents,  though  they  Ju 
given  themfelves  no  perfonal  trouble  aba 
it. 

He  conftffed,  he  fhould  gladly  hai 
tried  his  luck  among  the  reit ;  but  th; 
having  no  ready  money  by  him,  and  h 
eftate  but  fmall,  he  chofe  not  to  vent^j 
a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty,  and  thert 
fore  fhould  content  himfelf  upon  his  ow 
patrimony:  however,  he  thanked  in 
mamma  for  her  good  will  to  him  ;  but  b 
had  heard  of  it  fome  months  before. 

Whether  Mr.  Rogers,  at  his  depai 
ture  from  us,  had  not  been  fo  private  a 
he  fhould  have  been ;  or  how  it  had  hap 
pened  I  know  not ;  but,  in  few  day 
time,  it  was  in  everyone's  mouth,  thd 
my  father  had  raifed  an  immerife  fun 
from   the    funds,    which    brought   Mr 

Archei 
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""Ppirf  old  fitoetbeart  of  mine^  fo  eju^r 
&ftf  irenew  his  pretenfions  to  me. !    x 
||*;Sthis  gentleman,  had  addreflcdine 
i^pjears  before  \  but  as   my  father 
$d  &en  give  me  btrt  three  thoufand 
rdown,  with  the  expectation  of  a 
of  his  eftate  at  his  deceafe  without 
jJBeir ;  he  had  withdrawn  himfelf,  and 
?£ted   to  have  heard  no  more  of 
l^tdl  now,  believing  I  fhould  prove 
itoe  worthy  of  his  application  to,  he 
1*6/ hopes  of   fucceeding  with  me; 
truly*   my   pride,   would  not  now 
sib  low,    as  to  fuirender  myfelf  to 
|,  who  had  fo  evidently  fignified 
pjination  to  my  portion,  in  prefer- 
imy  perfon  ;  though  I  refoJved  to. 
*9iy  real  fentiments ;  and  fo,  with* 
$ing,him  a  pofitive* denial,  I  kept 
"$  dependent  upon  me  :   as  my  fa- 
ring abfcnt,  I  pretended,  that  no 
ife  *nfwer  could  be  given  him 
^rtjH  his  return :    for  it  is  moft 
p  that  as  money  begets  money  ;  fo  - 
?ith  one  paffionate  fuitor,  need 
^r  more  :  whilft   (he  that  ha9 
fay  remain  fo,  till  accident  calls 
tpt  her  way  ;  but  the  young  fellows 
4|;;lri\riyalfcip^  as  to  efteemher, 
v  who 


I 


f«J     . 

who  teems  a  choice  morfel  for  others* 
delicacy  for  their  own  months  coo. 

Mr.  Archer,  grew  at  length  Yo  iimMK| 
lient  for  my-  father's  delay*  as  verily  \fft^\ 
fievrng  that  to  be  the  fole  obftacle  to  hii| 
marriage  with  me,,  (for  he  had  of  bS$H 
own,  fuch  an  eft  ate  as  there  was  no  fec^j 
of  my  father's  objecting  to).   He  olftfect  Jj 
forthwith  to  marry  me,  if  I  would  bpff 
confent  to  iry  and   to   frait  my  father^? 
:  eurtefy   for  what  portion  he  pleafed  J 
fceftow  upon  me  ;  and  to  this,  he  urgjj 
me  prodigioufly :  but  now*  efteeming  m 
ielf  as  good  as  he,  and  that  I  might , 
Jeifure,  with  my  fortune,  command  n 
man  where  I  pleafed,  from  the  world 
large  about  me;  I  ftill  pleafed  myfelf,t| 
only  with  his  follicitations,  but  With  tf 
further  piece  of  revenge,  that  upon  i 
father'sr  return,    after  the  adjuftment  l 
my  fortune,  at  fuch  a  rate  as  I  had  eP" 
mated  it  at,  I*  would  then  caft  him  c 
as  contcmptuopfly,  as  he  befpre  had  me. 
,  Whilft  I  was  pleafing  myfelf  with  mj| 
own  management,  in  making  a  dupe 
my  lover,  came  down-.- three  gentlemen  :, 
ourhoufcrwho  had  rrty  father's  orders^ 
for  not  only  my  mamma  to  rqlinqvHfli  heiM 
thirds  upon  the  eftase  *  ljut  for  us  twa\ 
girl$  alio  to  make  over  our  right  to  the  | 

purchafertfl 
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*;fo  that  we  beiag  called  inv 

with  the  cud  lady,.exa- 

|o  fbmethingT  I  know  not  what  ^ 

fBK  having  aUTubfenbed  to  a  vaft 

of  parchment,  our  vifiters,  after  % 

t  two  t>f  wine* departed. 

4  After  had   force   difcharged   her 

the  duty r  before  fhe  was  obferved 

mamma  and  me,  to  look  as  pale 

itfelf  p  infomucb,  that  (he  really 

us:  but  the  gentlemen  being 

g  their  leave  of  us,  we  could  no* 

jocu&lves  to  her,   till   they   were 

when  no  fooner  were  their  backs 

my  mamma,  running  to  her, 

low  (he  did,  and  whether  flic 

rfelf  ffck,  that  bad  occafioned 

pg  ib  pale  ?  but  fhe*  dill  finking^ 

quite  white,  both. hands  and 

^       every  drop  of  blood  had  re* 

from  her    extream    parts  5    my 

d  out   for  the  fervants  to 

\  and  I  ran  for  the  bottle  of 

£  when,  juft  as   I  entered  the 

r>  lifter  fetching  a  deep  figh,.M  It 

\rnfi  father,"  faid  (he,  and  fainted 

upon  my  mamma's  lx)(bm. 

mother  was  fo  frightened  at 

"  sf  as  neither  to  be  able  ta 

-flij£$tfier*or  gjve  the  leaft  orders 

for. 


19%. 


-If 
T.68  a  ;; 

for  her  affiftance  ;  when  twd  ofthe  iiS^0m 
fervants  being  called  by  the  maids*  ft 
fitter  was,  by  them,  carried  up  'ftgirs** 
aid  of  my  mother,  who  was,  by  this  tirf 
almoft  reduced  to    as    low  a.  conditJ* 
herfelf:  but,   by  proper  applicatlons.^tt 
foon  recovering,  we  fent  up  the  maWlM 
put  my  fitter  into  bed,  where. my  matrfiS 
and  I,  foon  after   arriving,  found  her  i 
fenfible :  but,  howeyer,  as  we  couM  J] 
perceive  life  in  her,  we  had- hopes  'dN* 
revival  of  her  fpirits,  when  this1  difcdi 
pofure  fhould  be  fomewhat  abated.  i'A 

I  have  many  a  time,  fince  this  accidd* 
moft  penitentially  recolledted  it,  and  al 
my  thoughts  upon  the  occafiori,  whrQlr 
would  choofe  rather  to  conceal  from  if 
knowledge  of  mankind,  were  it  not  jj 
the  profeffion  I  have  already  made,  of  a 
impartial  hiftorian  ;  and  for  that  my  foil 
at  the  inftant  I  am  fpeaking  of,  will  b 
make  the  addition  of  a  mite,  to  t 
number  of  thofe,  that  I  muft  necefifarih 
in  the  progrefe  of  this  work,  afcribe  J 
myfelf. 

I  muft  own,  I  fay,  that  I  was  in   n 
little  meafure  difturbed   at    my    filler  a , 
ficknefs,  whilft  I  had  reafbn  to  believe  it If 
was  only  a  fudden  temporary  difcompo^ 
fure,  which  might  foon  be  removed  again : 

but 
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fcffinxfl  wirfi.the  faart&orni 
Jd  her  falling  on  my  mamma's 
[  coryedurea  >.  either  deac}  or 
%  was  my  imagination  from 
bed  with  compaffion  towards 
jfoe  firft  thought  ijpmediately 
J  J$r  ;fljj,  mind  was,  thfe  doubKag 
I^BCf  and  the,  immtnfe  wealth 
^pqjp  qajr.b?  mifti^  of.     Bu$ 
png  often  -repented  of,'  I", hope 
&jr  will  rather  behold  me  in  the 
extent,  than  in  that  of  the 
at,crqature,  I  mult  nee^Js4y,  I 

1  lt»  kept  me fwith ^  h?r[r% 

watching  my  after  as  ^  lay 

U3  i  but  our  fears  for  her.  future 

in  about  half  an  hour's 

$lwjs  difcovered,  by  the  l$f(ii}ei$ 

%i§b?&$  that  fhe  was;  fallen  intQ 

** '  ifii.  from  which,  my  jmainjjii 

ip^,  (he  faidj  but  &e"  woiuq 

$c  ahpther  creature,  andjpurely 

gaffer  her  ftrugding* 

^y^ther's   prcfeAt  em$dynien$ 

tqpiqk  for  mod  of  our  vacant 

>,  jjow  \  my  mamma  apct }  were 

ftfe  began  in   a  foft'  whifpef, 

.verily   believed  my  fifterfs  dif- 

ifofc  irefm  her  figning  the  deeds, 

*        dif- 
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difpofitory  of  her  father's  eftate  to  anorf 
family  ;  and  the  rather,  flie  laid,  for  fl 
it  happened  fo  inftaataneoufly  thercup*! 

I  told  her,  I  muft  differ  in  opina 
from  her :  for  that  /he  Ihewed  not  t 
lead  relu&ance  whatfoever  to  that  -& 
which  flie  could  never  have  ftifled,  ^j 
it  affc&ed  her,  to  the  imroddftion  f j^^ 
fuch  a  -fetal  effeft  over  her  whole  being 
bat  added,  that  I  rather  fufpe&ed  it 
have  proceeded  from  fomething  that  h 
offended  her  ftomach,  feeing  no  reiwi 
for  my  part,  for  her  taking  offence  iroi 
the  lofs  of  the  eftate,  which  woiildT* 
Otherwife  fo  amply  recompertfed  to  her. 

My  mamma  replied,  that  for  her  pai 
flic  could  not  fay,  but  her  heart  flutter) 
fo,  and  her  hand  trembled  in  fuch  a  ma 
ner,  upon  the  deed  being  offered  to  ht 
that  it  was  with  no  little  difficulty  f 
fubfcribed  her  name  to  it :  nay,  flie  ia: 
when  the  gentleman,  after  fhe  had  fet  h 
rfeal  to  it,  told  her  (he  muft  deliver-  [ 
to  the  ufes  within  mentioned,  her  kne&J 
knocked  fo*  together,  tharflie  could  fcarce^f 
ly ' keep her  legs ;  imagining  herfelf  to ;  \jm 
jtrft  then  turning  out  of  an  edifice  m| 
had  borne  fo  many  children  in,  and  had 
enjoyed  fuch  delights  in,  as  were  neve* 
by  hcrto  be  repeated.! 

yreii, 
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Vel^tfadaml  faidl,  daily  do'  I  find 
^  J#ni  toore  caufe  for  bteffing  my 
.j&5$wft  I  am  ftot  of  an  over-thoughtful 
jpqfition.-  for  that  people  of  this  caft 
4:  never  without  fome  difmal  apprchen- 
|  .«•  other  in  their  crowns,  whereby 
^<&pply  ihemfe!vefc\wfeh  4$  much  folid 
*Sn  and  diftrefe,  for  mere  (hadows; 
%  far  from  Hiving  any  teal  exit 
^     ^n*tu*ef  dfct  moft  pvobabiy  they 

tittnwiH  have  any;  as  if  they  wsere 
y  extended  upon  the  wheel,  and 
$wnt  >of  their iDodies  was  -under  a 
Ifc^diflocation. 

"wfr,  for  my  part,  added^  I,  I  %can 
it  2nd  grieVe,  'when  a  mifchief  has 
me  i  but,  even  then,  not  firas  to 
s^ermyfetfftr  redrefe;  bat  white 
r-feift *  bare  chance  for  warding^  off 
^tny  joy  for  that,  makes  me 
w,  ai  often  to  overhwk  it  when 
* -tor,  at  ieaft,  to  hearten  me  up 
tgftjpfiftttnder  iL 

£y  '4ft*r  now  yawning,  gave  us  the 
%*tfcfct  fee  was  awakened  s^which 
L  '  tgour  difcourfe,  feat  as  both  to 
le,  to  enquire  how  (he  found 
„Jt  (he  anfwering  us  very  heartily, 
Jpjfc\ found  herfelf  pure  eafy ;  mj 
una  prevailed  with  her,  to  continue 
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in  bed  till  morning*  and,  fending  her/t^|| 
ibme  comfortable  fippings,  ihe  arofe!1^f 
the  morrow  as  well,  to  all  appearance* 
ever. 


CHAP/  VI. 

CaufeofLetitiasdiforder.  Her  thougBx 
of  the  South  Sea,  &c.  And  atparf^ 
ing  with  thee/late.  Pollys  indece$fy 
behaviour,  turned  out  of  the  room* 
A  new  lover  to  Polly.  She  difmiffh 
Mr.  Archer.  Letter  from  $&§ 
Sfn—ell.  His  defcription  of  Furi^ 
well.  j 

NO  fooner  had  we  done breakfaft  t$i 
next  day,  than  my  mamma  potjt$ 
to  my  fifter,  what  it  could  have  been,  i 
had  .occafioned  her.fuch  an  unaccountal 
diforder  the  preceding  evening,  who  hi 
never  been  fubjeft  to'any  fuch  thing  before] 
:  I  had  never  before  a  like  occafion,  ms^j 
dam,  'faid  ihe ;  but  of  that,  jt  is  to  my  (elf £ 
and.Idefir&no  more  may  be  laid  of  ifc 
Th is i reply,  .cau fed  my  mamma  to  be  b^i 
the  more  importunate  with  her,  even  it: 
infilling,  thajt  Ihe  Ihould  not  fecret  the 
caufe  from 'hen  . 
:l  Madam*! 


^w^mr^WM'V*):, 
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,  faid  my  fifter,  every  one  of  u* 
[oar  fenfitive  faculties  variant,  in 
from  others,  niuft  neceffi- 
rjbe  cGverffy  affe#ed  by  the,,  fame  pb- 
fcV|  It  may  have  been  my*:misfortune 
Ir  to  have  differed  in  opinion  from  you 
Ifliy  Jfifter  yefterday  at  the  time  of  figning 
lmcnts  my  father  fent  us.    I  fay* 
have  been  my  misfortune,  but  if 
nothing  more  comes  of  it,  I  have 
i  Offered  fufficiently  for  it  already. 
Tbthing  mere  comes  of  it!  child,  laid 
jPaifunma  to  her :  why?  what  can  you 
Kjtehend  more  to  come  of  it,  than  that 
father  has  fold  the  eftate,  to  enable 
S^to  make  an  extraordinary  advantage 
purchafe-money  ? 
>t  perfuade  myfelf,  madam,  re- 
fitter,  from  all  the  infight  I  have 
been  able  to  gain  in  the  affair, 
father  mud  absolutely  gain  by 
fcyf  in  proportion  to  what  he  re- 
our,  without  running  any  rifk  at 
time  of  lofing  :    for  that  to  me, 
infeafible,  that  any  man,  with- 
{up  for  a  coiner,  fliould  acquire 
i  of  money,  fuddenly  too,  more 
before  had ;  but  by  its  by  fome 
rar  other,  ihiftingfrom  another  hand 
Jfor  mjf  notion  is,  that  if  $very  man 
I  '  E  who 
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who  would  go  to  Exchange-alley  could  re* 
turn  laden  with  riches,  for  every  his  own  il 
and  his  family's  future  purpofes  in  life  ;  J 
that  then  no  one  would  ftay  away,  and  all  ^ 
the  kingdom  muft  in  a  trifle  of  time  be  -| 
grc?t  men.    Now  this,  to  my  apprchen-  > 
fio'n,  can  never  be :  that  is,  I  am  perfuadedp 
it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  poflibility,  and  j 
out  of  the  nature  of  things;  unlefs,  as  f  ^ 
ftfd  before,  there  was  money  fufficient  for  i 
the  .purpofe  to  be  imported,  or  new  made  $ 
^herebf  the  increafe  muft  be  infinite  for 
every  one  to  have  neighbours  fare  in  it.   * 

If  this  is  not  fo,    I  am  then  convincedi   * 
that  as  in  gaming,  no  one  can  recede  &  f 
gainer,  without  leaving  fome  one  or  more 
lofer  of  what  he  pockets ;  fo  it  muft  be  inf 
the  prefent  traflick,  what  one  man  gets  a-H 
nofhef  tnuft  lofe,  or  all  would  be  at  a_ 
ftand  with  them  ;  and  if  fome  gain  fo  imw.\ 
meniefy,   is  by  thoufands  and  hundred  * 
thoufands  •,  fome  muft  as  immenfely  loft/ 
to  their  own  impoveriftiment  and  ruin  i' 
rior,  unlefs  the  chance  feemed  to  be  prettyjg 
equal,  would  there  be  fools  enough  found ; 
for  the  wary  to  raife  their  fortunes  from  p'** 

Can  any  body  now  fatisfy  me,  added 
£he,  that  my  father  has  entered  into  th" 
praftice  under  the  certain,  and  indefeft; 
pie  afiurance  of  gaining  only  upon  all  thU: 


WWW^- 


.-';  ■.,,,.-. -.its  I 

*  Wdcitake%  without the  conditional  ha- 

yd  of  lofing  ?  If  fo,  I  am  content ;  tho* 

.j  this  cafe,  as  other  families  mud  fmart 

for  every  advantage  he  gains  over  them*  I 

uxuid  furmife  it  to  be  at  beft  but  an  un- 

$  method  of  dealing  ;  but  if  there  is  no 

jph  pofitive  certainty  more  on  his  fide 

laa  other  mens  ;   let  as  put  the  cafe  that 

i^nce  Should  run  a  gain  ft  him,  as  I  have 

yCOTed  it  rauft  againft  fome  of  them,  and 

£^  againft  him;  infomuch,  that  he  lhould 

ten  lofe  what  he  now  has;  what  a  fine 

fj^itiQn  would  his  family  be  in?    Nay, 

|>l^]fiic  the  thought  a  little  farther  ;  we 

jgfvCffen  be  compelled  to  fubmit  to  fer- 

&  io  the  very  dwelling  we  have  been 

iftae&of ;  and  obliged  to  lower  our  crefts 

thofe,  who  will  hold  up  their  heads  as 

A  there,  as  we  ourfelves  once  did. in  it, 

idtflake  me  not,  added  flie,  that  I  fay 

$fe  things  will  be  fo  ;  but  if  a  poffibi- 

f  may  be  allowed  me  of  my  father's  lo- 

f;  the  purchafe-money  of  this  eftate;  the 
.will  a\l  as  poflibly  fucceed  in  confe- 
rence of  ix. 

Thefe  cogitations,  -  madam,  contained 
*ef  had  fo  agitated  my  fpirits  yefterday, 
to  overcome  my  fober  reflections,  and 
jeduce  me  to  the  condition  I  was  brought 
■  for  that,  indeed,  when  I  fet  my  hand 
E  2  w> 
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to  the  deed  propofcd  to  us  for  relinquife- 
ing  the  eftate ;  I  never  more  expected  tft 
be  either  a  fingle  penny  benefited  by  it^p^c 
the  money  it  has  been  fold  for.  V:*  ]i 

My  filler's  difcourfe  had  fo  funk  my  4] 
mamma's  fpirits,  that  without  farther  fey*  '} 
ing,  in  contradidtion  to  my  filler's  pofr-  iJ 
tions ;  (he  repeated  to  her  what  a  conflict  - 
lhc  hcrfelf  had  fuffered  at  the  figningcf^ 
them,  and  her  cogitations  at  the  fame 
time;  till  combining  to  indulge  each  oi 
ther  over  their  melancholy  conceits,  thi*^ 
both  fell  to  weeping  plentifully.  / 

This  irritated  my  paflion  fo  much/thi 
indeed,  I  cannot  fay  I  confined  my felf  Wit' 
in  the  drifted  rules  of  decency  in  my  £ 
haviour  to  them;    but  laughing  at  thi 
fimplicity,  I  cried  put,  that  my  father  li 
ailed  prudently ;  nor  did  I  the  leaft  d 
put?,  but  I  fliould  foon  parade  it  in  i 
own  coach  and  fix,  with  fervants  in  pier 
about  me ;  but  that  neither  of  them  c 
ferved  better  treatment  than  the  freedc 
of  walking  on  foot,  one  fingle  degree 
bove  ftarving;  for  their  ingratitude  to 
careful  a  man  as  my  father  V  nor  ha< 
ceafed  here,  had  not  my  mother  ca^ 
roanded  me  immediately  out  of  the  roc^ 
from  her, 

* 
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ftill  plied  n^  dofer  and 

wdutd  he  be  faid  nay,  but  I 

him ;  nor  was  my  fitter's  old 

kfs  attentive  to  her  rao* 

Oil  their  courtfhip  having  been  of 

j  continuance,  without' his  making 

fcft  lodgment  in  her  aflfe&ion,  he 

3  it  at  length  into  a  blockade,and  con- 

thimfclf  with  keeping  oflF  all  others 

"  rming  their  pretentions  to  her :  fo 

♦ifited  its  true,  and  was  received 

a  vifiter  in  the  common  parlour, 

,"     i  of  my  mother  and  me,  or 

.Other  company  chanced  to  be 

"  and  whilft  the  affair  was  pro- 

clofcr,  Che  was  well  enough 

it  j   but  I,  who  gloried  to 

^s  fine  fpeeches  at  my  heart* 

;  not  to  be  cadght  by  them, 

id  With  him    into    a  feparate 

*  occafion  long  to  be  anxious  for 

li  farther  fociety^ ;  'for,  a  yopng 

Whom  I  had  feen  but  pnce  it 

LtSad  made  about  five  mites  off, 

$M?$  into  our  yard  with  his  cha- 

"?,thevcry  next  day,  and  four 

horfeback  in  his.retinue,     ^ 

fand  I,  who  were  upon  a  piece 

•Work  at  our  chamber-window, 

;  J2  3  rofe 
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rofc  up  inftantly  to  fee  who  he  was,  andt~i| 
whether  we  knew  him  or  not  ;  when  upo^ ^| 
his  alighting,  1  prefemly  recolle&ed  feji$,£ 
to  be  the  gentleman  I  had  been  in  cojp^j 
pany  with  the  foregoing  day.  "    'v 

*     I  could  not  conceive  what  had  brought 
him  thither ;  but  left   his  demand  fhoula  ; 
be  for  me,  I  dipt  off  fome  of  my  outwafa . ; 
things,  which  I  had  fcarce  exchanged  JoyJ 
others  more  fuitable,  before  a  fcrvant  tap*  : 
ping  at  my  door,  Informed   me,   thaj 'r 
gentleman  in  the  parlour  deGred   to  .fbfc" 
with  me. 

I  made*  him  not  wait  two  minute^ 
fore  Iprefen  ted  myfelfto  him  5  nor^l 
he  many  more  after  he  had  faluted  V\$% 
fore  he  nad  broached  his  errand  to  r$^'W*i 
{  J  feemed  under  great  furprize,  h^H 
rfeither  of.  us  beheld  the  otjier  mpre  tft 
once  before  ;  but  he  foon  had  an  apotc' 
ready  for  his  purpofe,  by  affuring  me,  i 
the  violence  of  his  paffion  had  con  ft  rained 
him  to  poftpone  all  ceremony  ;  being  pjav 
loaded,  that  could  he  but  convince' rac  pf 
the  reality  of  that,  it  would  prevail  Top*  ^if 
excufe  at  my  hands.  ^  **■ 

He  then  informed  me  who  lie  wasj 
where  his  /eat  lay,  that  his  nanie  wa|  x| 
Lov^wel),  and  that  his  father  h^cl  l^en  | 
dead  about  twelve  months,  had  left  hfnp.  1 

as    •: 
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hVottly  Child,  an  eftate  of  five  thoufand 
xkfts*  year,  befides  ready  money  5  that 
'&%&  been  ever  fince  looking  out  for 
#»;  worthy  objeft,  at  whofe  feet  he 
jgty  depofic  ic;  but  neither  had  ytt 
s?^  or  ever  might  have  been  fo  happy, 
id  he  not  by  the  mod  felicitous  turn  of 
Itune  imaginable,  been  dire&ed  to  me  ; 
So  had  put  an  intire  flop  to  his  farther 
ilfaits,  as  abfolutely  containing  in  my 
H$m  aH,  that  his  molt  fanguine  hopes 
1i4  afpire  to. 

at  fay,  but  his  perfon,  his  mein, 
iviour,  together  with  the  air  of 
he  itemed  to  exprefc  himfelf 
a  reafonable  impreflion  upon 
firft  vifit:  fo  that  treating  him 
ely,  I  sffured  him,  that  having 
living,  I  was  not  fo  wholly  at 
^  Own  difpofal,  as  to  be  able  to  return 
r  anfwer  at  prcfent  to  his  demand ;  even 
&gh  his  propofal  ftiould  be  acceptable: 
rtookilfay  more  than  thjit  I  would 
iflder  of  it.  Whereupon  after  an  hour 
4JK>re  paflcd  upon  different  fubje&s,  he 
me;  under  my  leave  for  renewing  his 
tication. 

i\\  th^tt  I  wanted  was  but  a  new  lover, 

itnight  give  me  an  occafion  for  mor~ 

p£a$  Archer  j  and  this  now  preiencing  v 

*  <  "      E  4  at 
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at  his  next  vifit  I  very  (hortly  forbid  hj&  J 
attendance  upon  me  :  for  that,  if  hedi^  i 
not  heretofore  efteem  me  worthy  of  ly^ *| 
bed,  under  the  comra&ed  portion  my  &*  | 
thef  then  would  be  pleafed  to  give  me,'  h  >i 
fold  him,  I  Ihould  now  as  contempruou% 
defert  him,  fince  matters  were  become  jfa£: 
otherwife  with  me  :  fo  that  I  defired  that^ 
might  be  the  laft  time  I  might  ever  feejj 
'Aim  there.  '^A 

He  afldng  me,    whether  I  was  in  C3f-  " 
-neft  ?    I  replied,  I  was ;    and  was  det£ 
mined  to  pay  him  in  his  own  coin,  by  t 
prcffing  as    little  regard  for    him,  as* 
heretofore  had  for  me  *,  upon   which  f J 
parted.  f4; 

I  had  fcarce  difmifled  Archer  above 
hour,  before  a  letter  arrived  from  tny  w^m 
ther-,  which,  as  my  mamma  always  dS"  — 
ihe  read  over  to  my  filler  and  me  ;  it  n 
as  follows.  — 


William  S  m — £  l  l,  efqi 
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To  Mrs.  MargaretS  m — t  l  l.  "  | 

My  DEAR,  -tl 

"  "V7"OU  would  have  heard  from  m$ iff 
<c  X  fooner,  but  both  my  head,  my]|? 
u.  hand,  and  my  heart,  have  teen  fo  a-  «M 

therwife  M 


occupied,  that  I  hare  ftarce 
lor  the  ordinary  filiations  of 

a  nioft' intolerable  difficulty  that 
uqder,  for  want  of  a  thorough 
:<  into  figures ;  and  now,  I  tatpent 
"  "  indiligehce  in  the  fciences  : 
it  not  for  my  good  friend  Mr. 
' )  for  that,  I  have  learnt  to 
name,  it  would  be  impoffible 
epe  to  ascertain  my  daily  worth, 
encreafe  is  enormous,  and  beyond 
ptefent  conception  >  but  that  dear, 
i,  is  fo  kind  as  to  keep  an  ac- 
n>  me,  debtor  and  creditor,  as 
it*  of every  feveral  fchemelam 
~  in ;  nor  how  I  (hall  at  laft  re- 
all  his  trouble  on  my  account, 
as  yet  determine  •,  but  am  refolvcd 
tk^ly  by  him. 
#  puld  you  think  it,  my  dear,  that 
Bn. I  had  figned  the  deeds,  and  came 
i^ivc  my  money  for  the  eftate,  that, 
fincere  friend  had  difburfed   the 
purchafe-money,      and   above 
thirty  thoufand  pounds  more 
before  the  payment  was  due  I 
l\kd  not  the  lead  concern  up- 
l»nds,  but  to  let  him  repay 
-     r*  **  c  "him- 
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*  himfelf,  and  place  it  to  my  accoun^i^i 
«  he  faid  he  would.  \  : '  :^| 

<4  O!  my  dear,  with  what  facility  tjfo  ff 
<4  fbme  men  do  bufinefs,  from  an  earj|\  j 
44  application  to  figures !  and  this  I  have  if 
44  lately  fcen  Iq  much  of  from  Mr.  Fan-  ?f 
44  well,  that  I  have  many  times  wifhed  1  ^ 
44  had  been  brought  up  to  fbme  genteel*^ 
4<  occupation  for  the  knowledge  only  o£  ^ 
44  keeping  my  own  books,  and  feeing  to  J 
41  a  Tingle  farthing  my  whole  worth  wk£ 
44  a  cafPof  my  eye.  : 

44  You  would  be  amazed,  were  you  to  ^ 
c<  behold  a  vaft  folio  book  he  has, ^wit^, 
44  my   name  upon  dveTy   page  almoft^i 
44  where,  I  overlooking  him  fcrrte  tithes^ :'ii 
44  have   feen   Welch  copper*,   debtor  to^ 
44  William  Sm— ell,   efq;    with  a  long 
44  trail  of  figures  down  the  leaf;  and  in' 
44  another  place,  William  Sm — ell,  efq; 
*c  debtor  to  Hot  Air,  with  figures  again  fij 
€t  debtor,  figures  again,  almoft  doton  to  the  3 
44  bottom ;  and  then  to  obferve  how  ex-  1 
46a£tly  he  will  tell  you,  whether  you  are  |l 
44  debtor  to  Beech  Mails  or  Beech  Malts*  ■'' 
44  debior  to  you,  with  a  jerk,  by  a  Angle 
46  row  of  figures,  is  furprifing.  "*:M 

44  Two  days  after  we  had  finifhed  about    " 
4<  the  eftate,  he  advifed  me  to  fell  out  my 
41  South  Sea  at  feven  hundred  and  fifty : 

"for, 


f $  for,  fays  he,  we  may  buy  four*  fub- 
.  z44  fcription  cheap  ;  and  I  am  not  Without 
rH  hopes,  by  my  intereft  with  feme  of  the 
**  leading  men,  to  fubfcribe  moft  of  your 
44  money  at  par  ;  which,  as  that  will  *be 
44  gradually  encreafing  to  the  price  of  the 
44  other  ftoclcs  and  fubfcriptions,    will  of 
courfe  bring  you  feven  times  as  much 
•*  as  I  can  fubfcribe  for  yod. 
t     4f  My  dear  friend!  faid  J,   fell,    fell, 
44  *nd  fubfcribe  it  at  par,   if  you  can  by 
41  all  means;   but  pray,  where  abouts  is 
"  par,  that  I  may  be  there  in  cafe  there 
44  fhould  be  occafion  for  my  meeting  you : 
J*  when  laughing  at  my   ignorance,  he 
44  threw  his  arms  round  me,  and  hug* 
M  giog  me  9  it  is  the  delight  of  my  very 
,44  foul,  faid  he,  to  be  afliftant  to  the  help- 
44  kfs  :  for  therein,  a  man  may  be  faidta 
44  z&  from  truly  noble  motives. 
;     4C  In  (hort,  my  love,  where  my  increafe 
44  will  end  or  when,  I  cannot  determine ; 
44  but  asl  may  be  induced  to  tarry  longer 
4  here  than  I  intended  j  if  any  good  match 
44  fhould  offer  for  my  daughters,  of  a  young 
14  nobleman,     whofe    reverfionary    title 
*  may  be  near  defcerftiing,  though  not  as 
"  yet  vefted  in  the  moft  ample  poflcflionF, 
\  you  need  not  ftjuid  upon.that;  for  I  (hall 
;4<  give  them  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
"i -;■'-.  E  6  ^  apiece 
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"  apiece  down,  and  am  not  limited  td 
-M.  how  much  more,  in  cafe  his  eftatc  wifl  : 
%t  admit  of  his  fctding  accordingly* 

"I  have  fent  by  the  waggon,  as  you 
**  defired,  fome  clothes  and  trinckets*; 
u  not  only  for  my  girls  but  yourfelf  too'* 
xu  which  I  would  have  increafed,  but  for 
r  M  the  hurry  I  am  in,  they  coft  me  eight 
•*  hundred  pounds.  If  you  fhoutd  want 
44  more,  it  is  but  lending  for  them ;  tho* 
44  I  even  grudge  the  difpofal  of  every  v, 
44  penny  that  is  not  at  work  for  mf 
44  profit.  ''  - 

44  I  have  befpoke,  and  paid  for  a  new 
"  coach,  and  have  bought  a  pair  of  horfes, 
•*  that  I  am  fure  will  highly  pleafe  yoi 
44  with  flowing  mains,  and  tails,  (weeping^ 
44  the  very  ground  after  tjiem  *  but  thefe  »1 
44  we  buckle  up  in  the  dirty  ftreets  here  ^ 
44  and  .my  intent  is  as  I  can  light  of  them,  • 
44  to  make  them  up  a  fet  tQ  come  down  ;| 
44  with. 

44  I  go  in  my  new  coach  to  Exchange 
"  every  day  j  for  that  really  the  man  that .] 
14  don't  is  even  pifled  upon  by  the  com-  [ 
44  pany  there;  nor  will  they  vouchfafe  to  * 
44  give  an  anfwer  to  him, 

44  I  wifli  Funwell  may  have  intereft  e*\ 
44  nough  to  get  my  money  all  fubfcribcd  $ 
44  for  I  (hall  fell  it  out  when  it  comes  to  "i 

!!eigh^ 

I 


j 


f -Hfiiltt  huodfed,  or  a thou&nd,  he  6ys j 
h^ijJwrwhirh  he  adnfes  me  to  be  iatisfied. 

i"4  i>f  ;i^«ae  heM"  how  you  like  the  things/ 
itf*- and  what  mote  you  would  hawv  fo 


||§<  l&UDg  you  all  well  tUl  I  fee  you  agaip  >       ■  £ 
c<  Your  loving  hofband, 

>  W,  Sm— ZLL.n 


CHAP.    VII. 

&  jjoftfer  W  daughters  various  dif- 
^^ims.  Blazen  Funwell's  character. 
Letitia  condemns  them.  Dif- 
We  about  feeing  their  new  clothes. 
e  choice  of  their  Jeveral  new 
W^in^fentfrom  London.  Difference 
j/j^  the  two  filers.  Polly  rates  berfelf 
£n%ry  highly.  Refolves  to  rejeSl  her 
fi$trw  kver.  Pollys*  afpirings.  Ac- 
"**  l&Wtf  of  their  fathers  prefent.  Poor 
fjtflySneedlefs  anxieties.  Adventure 
fwe  watches. 

E  were  now  all  fitting  in  judg- 
ment upon  the  above  letter,  as  we 
*Iy  had  done  upon  each  that  had 
'    '  arrived 


"-,"■? 
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arrived  before  it ;  but  never  had  the  good? 
fortune  to  agree  in  our  fentknents ;  for  -ntj/jt'^ 
mamma,  though  inclined  to  credit  mjr 
father,  had  yet  a  fort  of  diffidence  in  her 
nature,  but  not  of  fufficient  force  to  dfc* 
ftroy  her  hopes  that  all  went  right. 

My  fifter,  whofe  folidity  I  mud  allow 
to  have  penetrated  farther  than  either  mp 
inpther  or  I  did,  never  fhewed  the  leafc -•-% 
token  of  aflent  to  the  glittering  profpedb    ; 
my  lather  from  time  to  time  laid  before  ^ 
us;  but  as  for  my  part,  my  views  fixing  ?j 
themfelves  upon  the  gold,  not  all  the  ar«* '}} 
guments  in  nature  could  have  diverted*  | 
them  from  it.    Nay*  the  conceit  was  fa.  J 
captivating  to  me,  that  I    fhould  more, 
pleafurably  have  parted  with  life  itfel£ 
than  the  lead  hold  that  my  ideas  had  laid 
upon  it :  fo  that  1  was  fure  to  (land  up  for  J 
my  father's  do&rine,  and  afford  an   iral^j 
plicite  faith  to  it.  * ' 

My  mamma  and  I  both  magnified  the 
friend  fhip  of  Mr,  Funwell  to  the  Ikies,  as  * 
the  foundation  of  all  our  hopes,  and  with*  J 
out  whofe  amicable  affiftance,  my  father  < 
might  have  returned  as  he  went;  foripj 
was  plain  to  us,  we  laid,  thatH  ■  %$j 
was  tod  ftrenuous  for  his  own  intereft  to 
attend  to  my  father's,  by  his  abfentinjjd 
bimfelf  fo  much  from  him  >  but  there  was- 

.    the) 
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*■  v-tra^f  ^  fWri  *$  &j 
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„W  Wk«ed  of  his  *id,  umf  father  bad 
^  ^li  fo  unbkffed  a  frichd  as<  Mr, 
feMfefttf*  Mid  h*a  *tot  only  conduded 
&  into  the  aB&ir/  fttt'as  my  father  &id, 
$  ttfefitcd  fctrri  hii  eohttntfftice  in  it  too. 
Jftft  ft  not  *gokl  <ha:t  gliders;  (arid  my 
ter.  Why  ?  my  father  has  not  been  ab- 
Tft^inonth  yet ;  and  to  talk  of  art  hun- 
wMi&ii&nd  pounds  apiece  for  his  two 
^ghters,  ought  at  leaft  to  be  worth  half 
WHHort  :  for  furefy,  my  mamma  and 
ihfr'to  referve  three  fifths  at  leaft  for 
i;  but  from  whence  muft  all 
cy  infe  ?  talk  but  of  the  parlia* 
raife  a  million  of  money, 
(and then,  and  the  people  aft 
about  it ;  they  /ball  all  be  un- 
taxed: and  yet,  my  father,  a 
.  (hall  take  a  trip  to  London 
^%n&  raife  half  the  money, 
hurt  by  it  I  :  v 
^n,  thefe  things  are  unfathom- 
fatd  my  lifter,  I  hope,  re- 
make ho  queftion  of  my  fa- 
S^Hfc  has  faid  it,  and  that 
or  demanding  our  afiTerit  to 
jkel  the  leaft  fcruple,  but  it 
llfe^aiilttleltous. 
Arid  rtiy  fitter,  that  you  was  able 
down  forty  thouiand  pounds,  I 
-"      ■  would, 
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would  releafe  to  you  all  my  right  to  thfe:  % 
hundred  for  ir.    O!   that  I  had  it  b^:B 
faid  I *  how  pleafiirable  fhould  I  dc 
it  upon  that  condition ;  but  madam, 
I  to  my  mamma,  I  don't  remember,  that 
my  father  mentions  when  our  clothes  are 
to  come;  does  he  ?  ^ 

My  mamma  looking  upon  the  letter  ifj$ 
gain  >  he  has  already  font  them,  (aid  ~ 
Dear  madam  !  then  let  us  fend  to  the  \ 
goner,  faid  I :   for  poffibly  they  may 
now  in  the  country,   and  I  never  lon£ 
fo  much  for  any  thing  in  all  my  life  as 
fee  them ;  but  how  are    we    to    kne 
which  fiiks  are  for  my  filter  and  which  " 
me  ?  That  mud  depend  upon  your  fevci 
choices,  faid  fte ;  as  for  what  he  has  fe, 
for  my  ufe,  their  gravity  will  befpeak  ' 
mine. 

Madam,  faid  I,  fuppofe  my  lifter  an 
fhould  both  admire  the  fame  thing ;  y< 
muft  agree  that  amongft  yourfelves,  fij. 
fhe;  but  fuppofe  we  fhould  not  agr^f 
faid  I,  then  your  filler,  as  elder,  faid  Jbj 
inuft  have  the  firft  choice.  What  ?yi 
every  thing?  demanded  I,  to  which ; u 
replied,  no,  that  would  be  carrying  t\ 
feniority  top  far *  but  that  after  my  fill 
hadchofen  one  fuit>  I  (hould  chufe  tl 
next,  and  fo  on. 


g^^^-^'7- 
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Aferrant  having  t>een  difpatched  to  the 

^ggifecr  k  the  beginning  of  the  debate, 

w&tf  tjy  this  time  arrived  with  an  huge 

&f-Box,  as  big  as  a  coffin  •,  which  was 

LttHight  into  the  parlour  between  two. 

"My  mamma  ordering  them  to  carry  it 

p  ftairs  into  her  dreffing-room,  I  was 

ady  to  fall  into  fits  at  the  thoughts  of  it. 

dqir  mamma!   faid  I,  let  it  be  opened 

'$$■1!  had  as  leave  to  have  no  concern 

*j|fctTi,  as  to  be  put  off  to  look  over 

*fl|/jfome*time:or  other;   befides,  the 

l^thorobghly  nailed,    and  muft  re- 

^•fnan  to  undo  it  •,    therefore,  pray, 

h^mma,  indulge  us  with  feeing  what 

**  'has  fent  us  at  once. 

f;  fitter,    faid  Letice,  mako  me  no 

r-your  arguments  it  being  much 

Ittte  to  me  when  it  is  opened  I'll  pro- 

iyou>  therefore  let  mamma  ufe  her 

Irjjpfeafurc. 

*och  a  negligent  creature  as  you  are, 
.icd  I,  who  are  void  of  all  tafte  for  any 
te  but  a  good  book,  or  a  piece  of 
ife-wifery,  indeed,  may  be  indifferent  to 
fcrjf ;  but  pray  don't  urge  your  indo- 
teas  a  bar  to  my  fatisfadions,  which 
^ronly  from  a  womanly  jpurfuit  of  thofe 
dt^ncies  that  may  beft  contribute  to 
dbibiting  my  perfon  in  perfedtfon. 

Let 
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Let  me  tell  you,  madam,  added  I,  hav- 
ing in  fome  meafure  gained  a  knowledge 
of  my  own  worth,  it  is  but  fitting  I  fhould 
judge  of  fuch  things  as  will  fet  me  off  in 
ehara&er;  then  pray,  mamma,  faid  I,  let 
it  be  forthwith  opened. 

My  mother  at  length  confenting,  and 
the  fellows  having  Forced  out  the  nailing, 
(he  ordered  them  to  leave  us ;  when  no 
two  bees  ever  employed  themfelves  more 
bufily  in  the  collection  of  their  winter's 
fubfiftence,  than  mamma  and  I  did  in 
disburdening  the  box  of  its  cargoe. 

I  was  for  opening  and  examining  every 
piece  of  goods  as  we  proceeded  ;  but  my 
mamma  conceiving  the  talk  would  be 
endlefs,  and  that  we  lhould  not  by  that 
method  have  gone  through  with  them  by 
the  next  morning  ;  ordered  me  to  lay  each 
.ieveral  fort  of  goods  in  a  parcel  by  itfelf* 
that  we  might  firii  know  of  what  parti- 
culars our  cargoe  confifted,  and  then, 
laid  (he,  we  may  turn  to  which  we  plcafc 
firft,  and  go  through  with  that  article  be* 
fore  we  proceeded  with  another. 

In  fhort,  the  particulars  were  fo  vari- 
ous, that  the  tables,  chairs,  and  even  the 
floor  hfclf,  was  peaf  overfprcad  with  them. 
There  was  a  little  bo*  {baled  up,  which  I 
would  'have  given  my  right-hand  almoft 

to 


,;ppd.  jntcu  ,but  rtha&,  njv 
dared,  ffiould  not  &  6$ct\e% 
other  things  were  either  repack- 
Hidcared  away  5  for  Fear  of  the  1q{s  of 
Aiiig  out  of  it; 

THts  being  the  cafe,  I  having  laid  at! 
pieces  of  filks  by  themfelves,  amount- 
to  twelve  in  number,  whereof  tnf 
*ma  foon  fupplied  herfelf  with  four, 
neither  of  us  could  envy  her  i .  I 
my  fitter  to  chufe  firft  odt  of 
ming  eight  pieces;  having  in 
mind  pitched  upon  the  moft 
blue  (ilk,  with  a  trailing  pattern 
over  it,  that  ever  I  beheld  in 
"and  this  I  had  lb  (mothered  up 
pother  pieces,  as  to  have  little 
r  of  her  fpying  it  out ;  but,  as  (he 
Ibout  taking  out  a  brocaded  (ilk, 
;  down  a  piece  that  covered  my 
$c  catting  her  eye  to  this,  I 
1  Jhe9  this  pleafes  me  the  beft.-qf 
It  is  an  old  patterned  thing, 
ipwiSver  yoij  have  taken  it,  „ 
$9  g&fMy  have  mordficd  her  if  I 
though  1  was  ready  to  bprfl;  with. 
.Jsfte  ppw  the  ele<5tion  fell  upon  me, 
^Merecl  the;  above  difappointment* 
"* '  c .  Sfrliprejp  chufe ,  So  thtf,  left 
TO  btftt*  twice,  I  tooK 
*  w  the 
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the  brocade  my  fifter  had  relinguii 
though  in  my  judgment  it  was  the 
odious  tHing  of  them  all. 

We  made  fhift  at  length  to  halve  thi 
though  I  was  fo  diflatisfied  with  mine, 
to  think  the  worft  of  my  lifter's,  fu; 
to  the  beft  of  my  own. 

I  fhall  not  run  through  our  divifioa 
the  other  articles,  as  quilted  coats,  hop] 
linen,  head-gear,  handkerchiefs,  anf 
vaft  variety  of  other  things;  but  1 
leave  them  under  this  remark^  that  t  4$ 
almoft  raving  for  all  that  my  fifter  has 
made  her  property,  and  equally  deteft 
my  own  ;  infomuch,  that  when  we  I| 
concluded,  my  mamma  taking  ncftjf 
that  (he  was  fure  by  my  looks  I  was  .^ 
pleafed  at  fomewhat;  I  replied,  that  a 
might  as  well  receive  nothing  at  all, 
not  what  one  had  a  fancy  for. 

Why  pray,  faid  (he,  what  part  of  fo 
lifter's  choice  is  it  that  has  given  you  $ 
difturbance?  No,  no,  let  her  keep:i 
laid  I,  the  time  may  come  when  I  (hi 
be  permitted  to  pleafe  myfclf  from  varie 
without  controul. 

Prithee  make  not  thyfelf  uneafy  at  ths 
laid  mamma,  for  poflibly  your  fifter,  #1 
places  not  that  value  upon  trifles  as  yt 
do,  may  be  willing   to  exchange  wii 

y< 


much  phMce  to  her  own 

IJcift  upohfome  little  thiog 

y  want, .'.  t&VoWn  irito  tbfc  bar- 

*  rail  my  heart,  faid  my  fitter* 

£t  one  id  me  which  I  have $  let 

fthfch  (he  pleafes,  giving  me  die 

fjittSt  in  the  lieu, of  it.  '  .* 

_  $1  Wir  albamed  of  ray  own 

l^ot  "piy  paffion  overpowering  m^ 

,  I  could  not  refrain  from  be- 

miltrefs  of  the  fuitihe  had  firff 

i ;  wthen  in  the  room  of  it  (he  took 

a  pink  coloured  damaOc,  which 

ihfifted  to  be  worth  two  of 

r!  w*  that  I  (hoatd  certainly,  but  ft* 

fjffeve  returned  it, 

too  often  been  my  fate  through 

„,_  warmth  of .  my  temper,  and  too 

4r  purfuit  of  my  prefent  incftna- 

to  repent  at  Jeifure  what  I  h»d 

precipitated  myfelf '  into  y  whercu 

\  from  a  feeming  carelefnefs  in 

viour  as  to  things  indifferent; 

thorough  deliberation  upon  matters 

confequence,    and  a  thoughtful 

efi  moft  peculiar  to  her,  fcarce  ever 

iffy  tranfafted  the  leaft  article  that 

t  in  future  repeated  or  was  afham- 
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We  had  been  fo  long  •  in  parcelling  out 
and  appropriating  our  feveral  moveables  ; 
that  it  now  growing;  candle-light,  my 
tfnamma  would  not  fuffer  the  little  box  to 
be  opened  ti]l  the  next  morning;  and 
then,  To  foon  as  breakfaft  fliould  be  over, 
(he  faid,  we  fliould  enquire  into  the  con- 
tents of  it:  fo  that  now  our  fole  bufinefs 
was,  and  enough  of  it  we  had,  to  convey 
off,  and  difpofe  of  our  finery. 

The  apparatus  for  my  pew  habiliments, 
and  the  manner  I  fliould  caufe  them  feve- 
rally  to  be  made  up  in,  had  taken  fuch 
pofleflion  of  my  brains,  that  I  could  no 
more  have  compofed  myfelf  for  fleeping 
all  night,  than  if  I  had  lain  between  decks 
in  a  fea  engagement,  whilft  the  cannon 
had  all  been  firing  about  my  ears  :  for 
after  I  had  pretty  well  adjufted  my  capa- 
rifons,  in  the*  manner  moft  fui table  to  my 
inclination,  with  regard  tp  my  ftaturcj, 
bulk,  and  complexion  5  as  if  beholding  my- 
felf already  fet  out  with  them,  I  began  to 
make  ari  eftimate  of  my  perfon  according 
to  the  value  my  father  had  rated  me  at : 
when  the  firft  thing  that  took  (land  in  my 
mind  long  enough  to  form  itfelf  into  a 
fixed  refolve  was,  that  my  prefent  lover 
was  altogether  unworthy  of  me,  and  that 
therefore  I  might  highly  injure  my  cha- 
racter 
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men  of  more  exalted  fta- 

ife,"wich  whom  alone  it  would 

me  to  have  future   intercourse, 

give  him   the   lead  farther  en. 

_        .icht.    In  confequence  whereof  I 

#&er  refolved  at  his  next  approach  to 

fe  tb  give  him  his  final  difmiffion. 

f^ftcr  next  thing  that  fancy  ftarted,  and 

|$rfiied  throughout  all  its  bindings  till  I 

ad  fixed  it  as  a  matter  of  abfolute  rre- 

8|tyt  was,  that  though  I  was  a  woman 

'fcton,  and  fully  capable  to  manage  iriy* 

l^jiridthe  difpofal  of  my  fortune,  yet 

fffft  /$  fhould  remain   harboured  under 

^^Wng  of,  and  in  the  houfe  of  my  pa- 

|tfi;  I  fhould  but  be  efteemed  as  a  child, 

fafnoiy  and  a&ing  folely  under  the  di- 

P|ifiy  influence,  and  nod  of  a  fuperior, 

I0i  I  looked  upon  as  an  indignity,  ill 

biting  a  lady  of  my  age,   knowledge  in 

^and  dpulence:  fo  that  I  farther  refol- 

4'  either  by  letter  to  my  father  in  his 

ence,  or  fo  foon  as  he  (hall  be  returned, 

apply  to  him  for  theaffignment  of  my 

|t6n,  thit  I  might  releafe  him  from  all 

tjier  concern  for  my  maintenance ;  and 

•jbgmyfelfto  my  own  liking,  have  the 

Ifediate  ehjoy  merit  of  my  income,  for 

Ibpport  of  fuch  an  equipage  as  I  fhould 

It. 

I  had 
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I  had  fcarce  adjufted  thefe  particulai 

in  manner  and  form  before  my  fitter  awa) 

ing,  and  entring  into  difcourfe  with  me, 

perceived  there  would  be  no  farther  pr< 

ceeding  with  my  fchemes  till  I  fhould  be  uj 

and  have  difcharged  myfelf  of  her  troubi 

fomefociety;  when  I  purpofed  to  can 

on  my  reflections  to  various  other  articles 

but  now  the  mantua-maker  was  to  be  fen 

to  for  inftru&ions  and  counfel  upon  m; 

gowns  and  petticoats.    I  was  to  take  i 

journey  of  nine  miles  to  Gloucefter,  torn; 

milliner,  for  the  making  up  of  fuch  a  col 

le&ion   of  caps,    hoods,    handkerchiefs 

Ihifts,  tuckers,  &c.    that  when  I  (houk 

enjoy  another  fpare  moment  from  the  ifl 

terruption  of  thefe  and  like  operators,  wa 

uncertain  :  fo  that  I  was  compelled  topofi 

pone  all  farther  debate  upon  thofe  affair* 

till  I  fhould  be  fomehow  fettled  again. 

.   At  the  time  appointed,    my  manufl 

brought  down  the  little  box,    and  in  th 

prefence  of  myfelf  and  fitter  opened  it 

when  the  firft  things  that  prefented  we* 

three  bank  notes,  for  an  hundred  pount 

each,  each  with  one  of  our  names  indoi 

^  fed  upon  it.  ~ 

My  mamma  prefented  each  of  us  wit 

one,  and  kept  the  third  herfelf,  and  nrt 

fitter  taking  out  her  pocket-book,  ate 

carefuH 
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t^dtatty  folding  up  her  note,  and  depofit- 
/ing  i«  ihcrein,  put  all  into  her  pocket  a- 
UiiJto ?> k pat  my  heart,  after  fo  fair  a  ba- 
ling, was  fo  intent  upon  what  was  to 
^Iieceed,  that  whifping  up  the  paper  in 
1  5  ;  hand,  I  thruft  it  loofe  into  my  pocket, 
lift  my  eye  fparkled  at  fight  of  two  or 
little  fnagfeen  boxes,  that  now  pre* 
"  themfelves  after  the  removal  of  a 
paper,  and  fome  wool,  that  had  be- 
st covered  them. 

mtf-:  mamma  took  them  out  one  by 

^though  my  fingers  itched  to  be  hand- 

gp&em ;  then  opening,  and  remarking 

aijtthem  feverally,  the  firft  produced  to 

^ee  diamond  rings,  which  I  longed  to 

g$Bt,  that  I  might  place  them   feve- 

|  jppon  my  fingers,  the  better  to  judge 

ir  beauties  upon  my  own  hand  ;  but 

riiiy  mamma  objected  to,   as  their 

^Jfrould  be  much  more  confpicuous, 

iki,  in  the  black  foil  they  were  fet  in. 

Wy  delight  was  confiderably  diminilh- 

firom  the  reftraint  I  was  under  from 

flying  them  as  I  pleated  ;  and  fo  I  told 

UtSmma,  but  fhe  infifted,  that  as  we 

lit  fee  certain,  they  appeared  at  prefent 

more  beauty  than   poffibly  we  might 

^behold  them  again  in  alter  handling 

b  fouling    them    by    our   fingers  cr 

Vl.  I.  F  breaths* 
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breaths  ;  we  fcould  forthwith  proceed  <& 
our  choice  whilft  they  ft  ill  remained  in  ehe 
cafe;  and  that,  4$  it  would  be  immatfr- 
rial  to  her.  which  of  them  fhould  fall  to 
her  wear,  £he  would  permit  us  to  plcafe 
purfelves  in  the  firft  place,  and  then  can- 
not her felf  with  our  leavings. 

I  could  not  from  any  acutenefs  of  my 
own  (kill,  difcover  the  Jeaft  fuperiority  in 
either  of  them  Upon  every  remark!  could 
make  upon  them;  b^t  yet  could  nw 
wave  the  condemnation  of  my  own.  fate, 
that  had  fuhftkuted  me  by  two  years  my 
filler's  junior,  which  would  now  afford 
her  the  preference  in  the  elc6tion :  nor 
whilft  {he  was  viewing  them  could  I  for* 
bear  to  watch  her  eyes  as  they  moved  from 
one  to  the  other;  (till  placing  my  efUem 
upon;  that  which  {he  feemed  to  maik  out 
for  her ' favourite;  till  at  length  having 
followed  her  eye  in  the  furvey  of  each  of 
them,  over  and  over,  darting  Jicr  hand  at 
the  box,  this,  faid  {he,  is  the  jewel  for 
my  money,  and  took  one,     * 

Though  I  as  yet  kiew  cot  perfe&ly 
which  of  the;  three  flie  intended,  my  heart 
fluttered  fo  at  the  feizure,  as  if  all  that  re- 
mained were  of  no  value;  ,nor  after  (he 
had  extracted  hers  from  the  cafe,  could  I 
judge  either  of  the  others  worthy  of  a  con* 

teft; 
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teft  i *  fi>  that  under  an  al  moft  total  difpi- 
ritrfnefs,  I  drew  one  of  the  other,  as  a 
trifle  tome  after  her  ele&ion  had  pafled. 

"fltet  now,  mamma  laying  afide  the 
third,  ^rith  the  box  for  herfelf,  a  fecond 
dtfe  Was  drawn  out  and  expofed  to  us ;  the 
lading  whereof,  .confided  only  of  two 
pair  of  ear-rings.  <My  reftlefs  fpirit,  which 
would  rather  create  than  not  find  a  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  to  quarrel  at,  pwt  me  upon 
tefling  up  my  head,  with  a  io,  I  prefume, 
lam  now  to  hay  e  never  a  pair  of  ear- 
rings; for  as  here  are  but  two  of  them, 
dne  need  to  be  no  conjurer  to  guefs 
to  whom  they  muft  belong.  The 
younger  muft  be  the  fuffcrcr,  poor  girj, 
no  doubt,  all's  well  if  her  elder  fitter  can 
appear  like  a  jady. — I  know  not  who-firft 
had  a  right  to  make  cuftoms,  added  I, 
that  fliould  for  ever  oblige  their  fuecef- 
Tors  ;  nor  can  I  fee,  why  we  at  this  day 
have  not  as  legal  an  authority1  to  aboHfh  as 
they  had  to  eftablilh,  efpeciaHy  things  fo 
oppofite  to  reafon,  juftice  and  nature  :  for 
furely !  if  any  preference  in  finery  of  gaiety 
is  to  be  given,  at  all  between  fillers,  it 
ought  to  attend  the  younger ;  as  more  apt 
to  be  taken  with  any  thing  ftiowy  than 
her  feniors,  whofe  iblidity  of  judgment 
&ould  rather  difengage  them  from  fuch 
F  2  vanities* 
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vanities  —  but  I  fuppofe,  I  muft  fubmit 
to  old  rules  and  go  without ;  priding  my-  • 
felf  only  in  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
fitter  to  a  fine  lady,  who,  when  better  pro-  . 
vided  for  herfelf,  may  probably,  if  I  bc-^ 
have  well,  prefent  her  caft  t  trumpery   to 
me. 

I  can't  imagine,  Molly,  faid  my  mam- 
ma, to  what  end  all  this  idle  tale  is  de- 
livered to  us,  faye  either  to  denote  your 
own  eloquence,  or  to  interrupt  us  in  our 
farther  proceedings.  Why?  Are  there 
not  here  two  pair,  one  for  your  filler,  the 
other  for  y  our  felf  ?  What  would  the  girt 
have — But  thy  peevifh  and  diffatisfied 
humour,  will  one  day  or  other  be  the  bane 
*  of  you. 

You  are  fenfible  I  wanted  no  ear-rings, 
added  mamma,  having  a  much  finer  pair  ' 
of  my  own  already  than  thefe  are  ;  thea  | 
pray  (peak  when  you  are  fpoken  to  y  but  j 
let  not  your  impertinence  outrun  your  "-] 
wifdom.  Never  was  creature  fo  abalhcd  j 
as  myfclf  at  this  jun&ure  :  for  how  was  it  ,  j 
„  poffibk  for  me  to  forget,  that  mamma 
J'carce  ever  dreffed  to  any  purpofe,  but  (he 
wore  them  j  fo  that  let  things  go  how  ihey 
would  for  the  future*  I  was  determined 
to  hold  my  tongue,  and  not  to  fuffcrTuch 
another  fnubbing. 

In 
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In  (hort,  we  chofe  our  ear-rings,  a^paif 
of  buckles  each,  and  (everal  other  things  ; 
when  now  came  on  the  grand  conteft, 
which  in  my  mind  proved  a  matter  of 
more  confequence  than  all  that  had  gone 
before  it ;  for  mamma  having  removed  a 
parcel  of  cotton,  difplayed  to  us  two  gold 
chafed  watches,  which  (he  told  us  were  all 
our  own  ;  fhe  having  one  already  that  lhe 
valued  beyond  any  new  one. 

There  being  no  vifible  difference  be- 
tween them,  my  fifter  was  not  long  fram- 
ing her  mind  to  a  choice  :  fo  that  taking 
one  of  them  *at  a  venture,  (he  firft  wound 
it  up,  then  fetting  it  to  the  hour  by  my 
mamma's,  hung  it  on  to  her  fide  *  as  alfo 
I  did  mine  foon  after  her. 

The  trinkets  being  now  all  difpofed  of, 
and  my  mamma  retired   to  her  chamber  ; 
we  fell  into  chat  upon  them  dire&ly.     I 
praifed  my  good  hap  in  the  watch,  as  the 
very  fame    falling  to. my  lor,  that  1  had 
fet  my  heart  upon  :    for  I  told  my  fifter, 
that    though    (he    had    nbt   fcemed     to 
bferire  it,  the  part  to  which   her  chain 
rashung,  I  believed  to  be  unrivicted,  or 
Ife  it  was  made  too  long,  fo  that  I  never 
lw  any  thing  make  fuch  an  ungain  ap- 
pearance in  my  life. 

F  3  She 
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She.  looked  upon  it,  compared  it  with 
mine,  and  at  length  agreed,  that  mine 
looked  the  raoft  compact  •,  but,  however, 
it  was  all  one  to  her,  (he  had  taken,  and 
mud  retain  ir,  fhe  faid. 

From  this  we  went  to  other  topicks, 
and  began  to  compare  our  ear-rings* 
when  both  ftarting,  we  were  amazed  a- 
bove  meafure,  at  hearing  my  fitter's  watch 
plainly  ft r ike  eleven  o'clock:. for  nei- 
ther of  us  had  ever  heard  a  watch  (hike 
before. 

I  took  up  my  own  inftantly,  when  find- 
ing it  to  want  near  a  minute  of  eleven,  I 
delighted  my felf  exceedingly,  in  that  I 
lhould  fo  foon  hear  my  own  (hike  tee*  it 
being  the  prettied  fancy  imaginable,  I 
faid,  whereby  one  might  kaow  the  hour 
of  the  night  in  the  darks  and  declared, 
would  conftantly  hang  mine  over  nij 
head  for  that  porpofe. 

I  was  (till  looking  and  watching  for  i% 
(hiking,  till  the  minute-hand  pointing 
ekven  *   now,  now,  fitter,  faid  I,  obien 
mine,  and  take  notice  which  ha»  the  t 
found.     I  kept  looking  (till,  till  the  ha« 
had  gained  another  mim:tr,  and  then  ar 
thcr  %  nor  had  I  never  withdrawn  my  el 
hadl  ever  heard  my  watch  ftrike,  wfr 
put  me  into  an  intolerable  perplexity. 

Sure 


SimHy  1  fiifefeS  AW  I*  thf*ktch  has  tea- 
ceiv*cHbfift  damage  of  otfter  in  c&ming, 
that  h»  pleated  its  tdltog  the  h6ur ; 
and  (b6uld  I  put  it  into  the  hands  of  any 
country  WoFkffl&ty  h$  may  damage  it  far- 
therj  i»y  thii*g$,  add<*d  h  nevei*  fuitfd 
well  as  other  peoples;  that  is  myconftant, 
rfiisfoftarte  $  but  Til  go  to  mamma  diredl- 
ly i  attd  poffibly  fhe  may  find  out  the 
irutffttflg of  if :  ft)  awdy  I  went  in  a  per* 
fed  agony  fotf1  few  that  any  thing  in  my 
vr*tcb  was  bfokeil,  which  1  thought  would 
bf**k  my  heart. 

CHAP.    VIII. 

Watch  afoentkre  continued.  PoHfi 
faoer  fklihcit  bet  with  a  fnuff-fotf. 
PiAhj  lofts  a  bank  mte.  Her  Jblilo- 
qty.  R&tirhithefriuf-box,  and dif* 
tnwes  her  lover.  The  torment  of  am- 
bttioui  imaginations.  Pollys  refac- 
tions on  her  jfter's  gravity.  Polly9 s 
w&y  °f>  life*  The  world's  character 
if  her.    Her  thoughts of "marriage. 
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itno  her  room,  whtfn  I  Wtnt,  be* 
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ing  bofy  upon  fome  private  affairs ;  but 
that  would  not  permit  my  laying  open 
my  complaint,  and  begging  her  advice  and 
affiftance  ;  though  jhe  made  fo  light  of  it 
as  to  refer  me  to  after  dinner,  when  (he 
fhould  be  at  leifure  for  what  I  ifrould  have 
to  offer. 

Being  half  diftraffced  at  this  difappoint- 
ment  I  retreated  to  my  own  room ;  where 
after  venting  my  concern  in  private,  I 
thought  fit  to  examine  into  the  caufeof  my 
difcompofure  by  myfelf :  for  which  pur- 
pofe  I  firft  took  off  the  cafe  of  the  watch, 
then  laid  the  movements  bare;  when  it 
ticked,  to  my  thinking,  as  well  as  watch 
could  do.' 

I  then  fufpe&ing  that  I  had  not  wound 
it  far  enough  to  make  it  ftrike,  applied 
my  key- to  it  again,  and  proceeded  to 
Force  it  higher;  when  fuch  a  fnap  and 
whizze  affaulted  my  ears,  that  I  then  be- 
lieved I  had  gained  my  point ;  but  turn- 
ing it  about  to  look  when  I  might  expedl 
to  hear -the  ftrokes;  it  was  then  altoge- 
ther filent,  nor  made  it  the  leaft  found 
in  nature. 

*  What  was  now  to  be  done  I  was  igno- 
rant, but  as  I  had  fcarce  turned  it  one 
found  before*  I  thought  to  commence  the 
ifame   effort  again  to  fee  what  effed  that 

might 
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might  have.  I  began  as  at  firft ;  when 
findirig  the  key  to  move  lb  eafily,  I  dis- 
puted not  but  all  would  be  foon  well  a* 
gain  5  and  on  I  went  till  my  hand  was 
quite  Tweary  of  the  exercife,  nor  had  L 
ceafed  again  before  that  was  asfilentas 
before. 

Apprehending  then  that  fome  more  ju- 
dicious hand  than  my  own  muft  have  the 
lanagement  of  it,  I  defifted  from  farther 
experiments,  and  hooked  it  again  to  my 
fide  till  mamma  fhould  fet  it  in  order  for 
me.    I  began  upon  it  the  moment  chat 
grace  was  faid  ;   but  mamma  defired  that 
me  might  eat  her  dinner  at  peace. — Did  I 
fee  my  filler  make  fuch  a  to  do  with  her 
ratch  ?  —  She  could  not  think  what  was 
ome  to  me ;   but  I  was  ever  under  fome 
ifficulty. 
The  cloth  being  now  removed,  mamma 
Id  me,  (he  would  hear  what  I  had  to  fay 
>out  my  watch ;  (but  if  (he  had  not  fpoke 
•ft,  I  had  refolved  never  more  to  have 
lentioned  it  to  her  1  was  fo  vexed,  though 
*  had  ever  after  proved  ufelefs  to  me :)  fo  I 
rid  her  I  could-not  make  it  ftrike  like  my 
Iter's ;  nor  indeed,  fince  I  had  wound  it 
p  again  could  I  make  it  tick  at  all,  nor 
oold  either  of  the  hands  move,   unlefs 
hen  1  turned  them  with  my  finger. 

F  5  Mamma 
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Mamma  then  patting  on  amoft  jucfict- 
ousair,  give  it  me,  faid  fee.  ~Yoir  have1 
*  playM  fome  fool's  trick  with  it,  I  fbppofes  - 
but  opening  the  inmoft  flidl ;   why  $  the 
chain  is  broke,  laid  lhe.     Don't  ybu  fe©' 
it  here  daring  amongft  the  wheels?  I 
Ihould  be  greatly  obliged  to  you,  madam, 
to  mend  it  for  me,  faid  I.    Nb,  no,  thatfa 
paftmyfkitt,  faid  (he,  you  muflr  fend  it 
to  the  watch-maker,  he  is  the  only  perfdtf 
for  fuch  jobbs,  and  I    fuppofe  he  may 
charge  you  a  crown  or  more  for  it. 

Being  but  too  fenftble  from  what  war 
apparent,  that  mamma  was  in  the  rights 
I  difpitchcd  one  of  our  men  to  Gtoucefter* 
with  a  charge  to  the  operator  for  rectify- 
ing all  that  wasamifs,and  to  make  it  per- 
fe£t  in  every  fhape  whatever,  and  to  bring 
it  me  over  the  next  day,    when  I  woura1 
pay  him  for  it :  but  though  I  expe&ed  it  -J 
again  fo  foon,  I  could  not  forbear  to  envy  / 
my  fitter's  happinefs,  whenever  her  watch 
either  (truck,  or  I  obferved  lier  to  look 
into  the  time  by  it,  and  heartily  wifhed  I 
for  the  next  day,    that  I  might  find  my- 
felf  once  more  upon  a  par  with  her, 
'    It  was  on  the  third  day  that,  the  man* 
brought  it  me,  and  was  fliewri  with  it  in-  . 
to  the  parlour  to  us.     He  demanded  half 
a  guinea  for  his  trouble  *    but  then  allured 
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ift?,  it  would  go  as  well  as  any  watch  in 
England,  This  lad  (bund  was  fo  grateful 
to  me,  that  I  grudged  him  no  part  of  his 
ifioney,  I  faicf;  provided  he  had  but  and* 
ittdifrifecfreely. 

Strike !  madam,  repfied  the  workman, 
that  watch  was  never  dtfigped  for  a  re- 
pfcafer.  Why  ?  it  contains  not  a  fingto 
movement  for  that  purpofe. 

Nay,  laid  L  that's  very  ftrange  indeed! 
why?  my  fitter's  ft'rikes,  and  they  are 
both  of  the  fame  make.  If  the  young 
lady  pleafes  to  favour  me  with  a  light  of 
hers,  I  can  foon  fatisfy  you  of  that,  ma* 
dam*  (aid  he. 

My  fitter  then  handing  hers  to  him,  he 
pronounced  it  a  repeater,  without  opening 
its  cafe  at  all.    How  is  it  poflible,  laid  I, 
that  you  can  know  that,  but  by  a  view  of 
its  out.ward  parts  ?  Very  eafily,  he  faid,  and 
then  fqueezing  the  long  neck  I  had  con- 
demned fo ;  this, ,  madam,  added  hq  de- 
totes  it  a  linking  watch,  you  mayobferve 
your  own  to  want;    the  watch  linking 
t  the  fame  time ;   well !  faid  I,  but  it 
Erikes  wrong,  for  the  hand  is  paft  tha 
Knar.     Then  prefllng  it  again  with  his 
bumb,  and  it  ftriking  again y    madam, 
lid  he,  it  will  do  this  all  day  was  I  to  preft 
;  \   always  repeating  the  hour  that  is  laft 
F  d  paffed  i 
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paflcd  ;  but  this,  yours  was  not    made 
tb  do.  I 

A  feather  would  have  felled  me  to  the 
earth  upon  hearing  of  this  report ;  but  not 
to  (hew  my  fimplicity  before  the  ftranger, 
I  defired  mamma  to  lend  me  half  a  guinea 
to  pay  him  with*  as  I  fuppofed  he  could, 
not  change  a  bank  note  ;  at  which  he  fail- 
ing, I  paid  him,  and  away  he  went. 

Silence  having  been  for  fome  time 
maintained  between  us,  whilft  I  fat  in  un- 
expreffible  torment  j  at  length,  madam, 
faid  I  to  my  mamma,  you  have  often  ac- 
cufed  me  of  beir^  too  violent  in  my  pur- 
suits, and  condemned  what  you  havecal* 
Jed  the  ftarts  of  my  paffion ;  but  had  this 
frown  of  fortune  but  happened  to  yourfelf, 
I  greatly  queftion,  whether  you  would  have 
received  it  with  much  more  compofure 
than  I  have.  Can  you  fay,  to  call  it  by 
no  feverer  a  name,  that  it  is  not  the  moft 
unaccountable  ill  luck  that  ever  befel  a 
young  lady  of  my  years,  that  (he  Ihould 
arrive  within  a  thought  of  fo  much  more 
eftimable  a  piece  of  furniture  as  my  fitter's 
is  over  mine,  and  yet  to  be  fo  unfortunate 
to  mifs  it,  and  be  obliged  to  take  up  with 
one  in  every  degree  fo  inferior  to  it  ?  Let 
me  tell  you,  madam,  added  I,  a  lefs  af-», 

fair 
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air  than  this  would  turn  Tome  young  wo- 
mens  brains. 

I  can*t  fay  fo,  fa  id  my  mother,  your 
father  fent  you  both  thefe  things,  and  very, 
good  they  are  of  their  feveral  forts ;  but  as 
one  muft  needs  coft  much  more  than  the. 
other ;  though  he  might  chufe  you  fhould 
fee  fuch  a  thing,  yet  he  might  imagine 
another  of  the  lame  might  be  too  expen- 
sive; and  let  me  tell  you,  few  ladies  in 
this  country  can  produce  a  better  than 
your  own.  Now,  as  there  was  but  one  of 
them,  your  fitter  by  feniority  became  in- 
titled  to  it;  then  wher  are  you.  damni- 
fied, in  having  what  muft  be  defigned  you 
by  your  father  ? 

I  proteft,  madam,  faid  my  filter,  I  took, 
/hat  I  now  have  by  accident  only  5  nor 
jad  the  lead  apprehenfion  of  their  values 
>eingany  ways  unequal.  Nay,  fo  far  would 
fry  lifter  have  been  from  ele&ing  mine,  had 
the  precedent  choice  been  her  own,  that 
Tie  lound  particular  fault  with  the  very 
.hing  from  whence  it  receives  its  excel- 
lence ;  fo  that  (he  herfelf  preferred  her 
own  to  mine :  but  as  fortune  has  thrown 
Into  my  hands,  a  machine  confefledly  more 
txcellent  than  hers ;  (he  muft  excufe  me, 
'>f  I  content  not  to  an  exchange  with  her 

in 


i 


£  no  1 
in  this,  though  I  humoured  her  before  m 
the  gown. 

Having  nothing  now  but  patience  to 
comfort  rrtyfclf  with,  and  fo  (fight  a  por- 
tion of  that  having  fallen  to  my  lot*  ne- 
ver poor  girl  laboured  under  more  excni* 
dating  perplexities  than  I  did,  till  gain- 
ing not  the  leaft  relief  from  them,  I  was 
at  length  compelled  to  chear  myfelf  upon 
the  thought,  that  the  time  might  not  be 
long,  before  I  might  be  able  from  my  own 
ft6ck  to  furnifli  myfelf  out  better  than  my 
fitter ;  and  this  I  was  determined  to  do 
the  very  firft  opportunity,     / 

At  the  next  vifit  my  new  admirer  made 
me,  he  drew  out  a  charming  gold  fnuff- 
box,  the  rim  of  which  was  fet  round 
with  diamonds,  and  in  the  lid  of  it  his 
own  £i£ture,  fo  exquifuely  performed,  as 
that  the  thin  feemed  really  to  live  in 
it. 

This*  he  begging  leave  to  prefent  me 
with,  fo  blinded  my  eyes  with  its  bright* 
nefs,  and  proved  fo  infallible  a  padlock 
upon  my  tongue ;  as,  notwithstanding  all 
my  prior  refolutions  for  his  rejection,  tQ 
fupprefs  every  the  lead  fentiments  of  mirie 
to  his  prejudice  :  fo  that  accepting  of  his 
favour,  though  far  more  to  outvy  with  my 
lifter  than  for  its  utility  to  me  ;  after  a 

reafonable 
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\(tM^!livfit^tittit  p&nfetr  tbgetfrtf,   irt  ch6~ 
*p^cf  hfeafFeftrottfefcnfe',  tie  left  me, 
rhtxtght,  mttr  yitfdtogthan  at  hfa  hff 

kffcw  day*  noirbrOttglA  os  mfuch* 

atgedf  new  habffimentfj  a#  obliged  to 

' tfthik- of  tutrting  otit" paper  into  caflfc 

difcharge  of  the  bills  tftat  tf  etie  pd&red 

fp&rnrs;  and  having  agreed  to  apply. 

tortweiver  of  the  land-  cat,  fcfarce  any 

dfe  bring  capable  of  fupptyfng  bom 

•  oteafibns-, '  my  mamma  had  wrote  a4 

rtd  that  gentleman,  to  deftre'the  fa- 

t  of  him  to  fend  as  the  money,  for* 

obtes  tjiat  (Tie  was  to  indole  in  it  by 

'$rvant ;  bat  the'  letter  being  ready, 

'  mjr  lifter  having  produced  her  note 

^jfe-purpofe,  what  was  become  of  mine, 

tfitt  I,  nor  anyone  elfe  could  give  the 

I  account. 

By  lifter  remembered  my  putting  it 
Vfay  pocket;  file  faid,  at  the  time  of 
deponcing  hers  in  her  pocket-book ; 
*#hat  might  become  of  it  afterwards 
irignorantr  I  had  alfo  fortte  notion 
Rowing  it  there  *  but  that  I  had  ever 
t«*hy  occafion  extracted  it  thence*  I 
•norecolleftion  at  all :  fo  that  having 
fcfted  all  my  drawers,  and  wherever 
*f  could  conceive  it  likely  I  could  have 

laid 
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laid  it  without  the  lead  cffed  ;  I  conclad* 
ed,  I  mud  have  drawn  it  forth  with  my 
handkerchief,  and  fo  have  dropt  it,  I 
know  not  where  5  or  that  taking  it  for 
wafte  paper,  I  had  employed  it  to  fome 
unworthy  purpofe :  but  no  fooner  had  Iv 
given  it  over  for  loft,  than  I  verily  thought 
I  Ihould  have  run  diftra&ed. 

Hocked  myfelf  into  my  chamber,  where 
♦  I  wept,  and  fobbed  fo,  as  to  be  remarked 
by  all  the  fervants  in  the  houfe  for  it,  O ! 
faid  I,  that  ever  I,  who  have  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  looked  downwards  upon  my  fifter, 
as  one  wanting  the  fpirit  and  vivacity 
that  I  enjoyed  •,  that  I,  who  have  in  my 
own  heart  condemned  almoft  every  a&ion 
of  her  life,  as  beneath  the  degree  of  a  wo- 
man of  that  fortune  and  rank  we  muft  one 
day  bear  in  the  world,  fhould  by  forming 
the  comparifon  between  us  impartially  be 
reduced  to  confefs,  that  every  of  her  ani- 
ons being  blamelefs,  flie  has  profpered  in 
them  all  accordingly ;  whilft  I,  whofe  be- 
haviour has,  as  near  as  is  poffible,  oppofed 
hers,  have  fuffered  nothing  but  adverfity 
in  every  my  undertakings. 

Had  but  I  been  as  careful  as  my  filler, 
I  might  now  have  been  able  to  have  dis- 
charged all  demands  upon  me,  with  as 
confxderable  a  furplus  ior  future  occafions 

as 


(he 'Will  have;  but  rriuft  now  cfondef- 
id  to  the  owning  an  obligation  for  the 
>ney  to  mamma  5  it  yet,  (he  will  fee  6t 
credit  me  with  it ;  and  then  fubfift 
thout  a  penny  in  my  pocket  whilft  my 
*  will   be  daily    making  new  pur- 

had  for  the  inftant,  whilft  my  forrow 
lb  gauling  upon  me,  as  mean  an  opi- 
1  of  myfelf  as  poflible,  and  as  exalted 
ons  of  my  fitter's  conduct ;  even. till 
id  determined  to  eftablifli  her  anions 
patterns  for  my  future  imitation ;  but 
lot  fay,  that  my  refolution  in  this  cafe 
7ed  of  any  long  continuance :  for  after 
ad  received  fome  fevere  reprimands 
0  mamma  for  my  negligence,  rarhef 
^  I  fhould  incur  the  fcandal  of  imbij 
to  pay  my  bills,  (he  advanced  me  the 
ley  for.  them  j  but  would  difburfe  not  a 
ny  more  to  me  upon  any  account 
'lever*  5        •     ? 

ty  newfnuff-box,  which  had  delight* 
ne  for;afewdays,  growing  now  but  a 
mon  utenfil,  and  my  daily  change  of 
;rb  dreffcs,  recalling  my  late  refolution 
looking  above  my  prefent  admirer ; 
jneact  ktime   he  addreffed  himfelf  to 

which  happened  in  a  few  days  after, 
Harped  him  his  box  again,  and  being 

forry 
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difpofing  myfelf  for  company  :  infomuc 
that  I  have  frequently  efteemed  her  eveti  fl 
unworthy  of  all   relationfhip  to  the  / 
mily ;  and  have  even  condemned  pro\ 
dencefor  not  fuiting  our  capacities  to  our 'B 
Fortunes;    being  firmly  perfuaded,  xh 
like  a  monftrous  birth,  it  was  for  fot 
defeft  or  other  in  its  -management  of  t 
world,  that  riches  lhould  be  clofletted 
in  fuch  defpicable  hands  as  accompany 
not  a  noble  fpirit  to  make  ufe  of  them  $ 
and  many  "a  time  would  I  fay  to  myfelfJ 
what  an   impropriety  it  was,  that  father*! 
from  cuftom  fhould  make  $11  their  daugh-f 
ters  equally  to  fliare  their  wealth,  wl 
perhaps  only  one  in  the  bunch  was  cut  t 
for  fcining  in  fife  with  her  fliare,  and  t 
psrfing  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  comrr 
nity,  and  her  own  grandeur ;  whilft 
refidue  confined  it  from  all  communi 
tion  with  others,  Uke  meer  dirt  and  t 
Jefs  lumber.  Had  I  been  a  parent,  I  hs 
often  thought,  I  would  have  forced  f 
way  through  fbch  an  ufage,  by  contra< 
ing  my  favours  to  the  undeferving  wretc 
that  I  might  the  more  aggrandize  the  ] 
beral  and  generous  hearted. 

In  fliort,  I  fcarce  ever  faw  home  but  i 
the  night :  for  not  an  aflembly  would  h 
held,  a  race  run,  or  any  public  meeting 

whatfoeve 


ins, asfcarce  to  afford myfelf  thrgpnow 
recruits  of  nature-,  nor  could  L  hkv* 
(tiH,  or  releafed  myfelffor  a  few  hours 
in  ipy,  re^edilons  on  them,  might  I 
fe  beenr  made  queen  of  England :  fo 
|  I 'have  many  a  times  fince  thought, 
"no  drudgery  whatever  can  be  mors 
renting  than  the  anxiety  of  a  giddy* 
leat  perfon,  for  means  of  employment, 
le  excefles  a  vain  imagination  craves 
urfjr  him  or  her  to  ;  but  having  then 
'pare  time  for  ferious  confiderations,  .1 
ved  only'  where,  when,,  and  how  to 
m-  myfelf  into  (bine  party,  or  other  * 
&  my  fpirks ^  being^;  ever  upon  the 
j^allcaxv,  either  for  ray  prefent  or 
m  flate  bringncaft  afiicle^  I  might  la^ 
W^ay  my  time  infigruficantfy; 
4s  incredibk  with  what  feora  I  look- 
wn  upon  my  lifter  j  to  whom  few 
i&pafliccs  were  agreeable  *  when  do- 
$tag:into-the  parlour,  drefled  like  any: 
hpisr  and  my  coach  waiting  at  th* 
ior  me,  to  carry  me  I  fc^-ce  knew 
hffr  V  I  have  found  her  there  in  her; 
£gownf  negledtfuf  of  my  drapery, 
ft  (he  fat  making  up  a  cap,  or  hem- 
fcaaold  handkercheif,  or  apron-,  or, 
ty&  times  to  -find  her  dull  enough  to. 
dl^d-up  upo«  her  knees,  wbUft  I  was 
^  difpofing 


fe. 
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ffaving  rendred  myfelf  fo  very  pub 
fcaree  a  day  paffed  that  I  received  n< 
letter,  from*  tome  one<>r  more  of  my  a 
companions,  inviting  me  to  the  connol 
ftate  j  „■  feme  of  which  proclaimed  f 
dffinterefted  principles  in  their  authors, 
that  having  fo  much  of  their  own,  to  i 
d?r  them  Httk  anxious  after  my  wealthy 
they  coveted  in  life  being  a  lady  of  my 
coinpltlhrnents ;  they  ihould  place  tl 
fole  happinefs  in  me,  let  my  fortune 
what  it  would  ;  and  unconditionately 
fought  me  to  crown  their- felicity  by 
content;  nor  have  I  the  Ieaft  ret 
10  fcruple  their  proving  as  good 
they  promifed  j  but  my  views,  unce  < 
father's  letter  had  infpired  me  with 
conceit,  were  become  fo  fixed  upon  <j 
lity,  that  had  the  moft  opulent  commc 
upon  earth  paid  his  addreffes  to  nw 
fliould  have  overlooked  him  for  f^ked 
title  Infpired  to  :  fo  that  though  a  m 
ber  of  fuuors,  to  neither  of  whom  I  % 
difcouragement,  were  the  moft  deleft 
tood  for  *ny  vanity;  yet  on  my  p 
they  had  nothing  to  hope  but  my  foci 
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J>olIy  diverted  from  a  golden  dream. 

^tbe  company  Jke  met  iebw.  Her  un* 
•  ^natural  fyggeftions.  Officers  take  pof^ 
;^^  Horrid 

:[w%acle.    iybfigedalttorentoyetoan 

jnh.  Mr.,  Wrotbkfs  vifits  them  there. 
^Sss  generous  offers,  dp  execution 
l^in:]ty.  Sm-ell's  fou/e.  Polly  dif- 
t  ^credits  it.  Ml  rfflwe  to  Mr. 
y^othleps.  m 

'  £  A  R  three  weeks  had  now  pafled 
without  any  letter  from  my  father : 
that  we  hoped  he  would  be  near  his  re* 
i-  to  inform  us  ofr  his  iueoefles  himfelf  * 
Si  was  daily  calculating  from*  his  for- 
*  account  of  things,  what  il  might  «x- 
:  him  to  appropriate  to  me  as  my  di- 
end :  nay,  had  aknoft  Joft jnyfelf  one 
M  purfiiit  of  luch  and  iuch  meafures, 
;  purpofed  to  tak^incafe  it'ihould  cum 
ifo  much,  and  what  alterations  I  might 
^introduce  to  my  fcheme  in  cafe  it 
ired  fo  much  more  ;  when  mamma  fent 
me  down  in  all  hafte  into  the  parlour 

Had 
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Had  it  not  been  mamma  that  had  or-* 
dered  it,  I  would  have  wifhed  fome  mis- 
chief to  the  meflenger,  for  the  interrup- 
tion flie  had  given  to  the  mod  pkafiog 
refverie  that  I  ever  in  my  lif^had  enjoyed 
before  ;  but  the  thread  of  my  contempla- 
tion being  now  fnapped,  I  replied,  I  would 
come  presently ;  wnen  not  knowing  but 
foihe  company  might  wait  to  receive  me* 
there,  I  ftayed  juft  to  equip  myfelf  fit  r 
be  feen  before  I  defcended  to  her. 

The  firft  pcrfons  who  prefented  to  ir 
upon   turning  the  lock,   were    a    goc 
,  gentleman  like  young  man,  and  two  as 
looking  fellows  as  my  eyes  ever  beheld,  2 
fitting  near  to  the  door  way;   when  pa 
fing  them  by,  I  moved  forwards  to  mar 
ma,  who  together  with  my  filter,  were 
fuch  a  flood  of  tears,  as  incapacitated  the 
from  any  reply  to  my  demand  of  wh* 
mamma  would  pleafe  to  have  with  me  ? 
I  was  greatly  furprized  at  this  melan 
cholly  fpcdlacle;    but  however,  I_  fat  m 
down  by  them,    in  hopes  of ,  the  mitiga- 
tion  of  their  forrow  fo  foon  as  it  had  fpenl 
ijfelf  a  little.  j         V     .    ..v 

.  My  fancy  tmmediatelycfiruck  me,  that 
my  father  was  either  dangeroufly  ill  or  - 
dead,    and   that   the  ft  rangers,  by  their 
gravity,  were  the  bearers  of  this  news  to, Jt 
I   :  .     '  '  the    1 
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thea^idled  ladies  §  but  infead  of  Ailing 
incp  their  meafures,  my  heart  could  not 
forbear  exulting  prodigioufly  at  the  hope? 
of  being  now  fble  miftrefc  of  my  own 
fbrtqne,  and  freed  from  the  reftraint  of 
paints,  when  I  might  giv^e  a  loofe  to  my 
fjefires,   ^nd  wallpw  in  uncontrolled  do* 


_  |bad;  not   loqg   ipdulaed  over  thefe 

foeculations,  before  the  belt  drd&d  of  the 

ftrangcrs  riling,   and    approaching    my 

"mamma;  madam,  faid  be>  my  time  is 

~sry  precious,  and  the  day  wear*  apace,  I 

tgft  beg  you  to  take  order  for  your  depar- 

•ife  So,  thinks  1 ,  then  <wje  are  all  to  go  to 

ondon  for  mourning,  and  to  attend  my 

iter's  funeral ;  for  the  above  fpeech  con* 

mod  his  death  to  me  ;  till  proceeding, 

/V  lady  of  your  fafhion,  madam,  added 

-,  though  not  already  provided  of  con- 

i&ncies,  need  not  doubt  them  amongft 

v  neighbouring    gentry,    till  you  can 

f.tt  accommodate  ypurfelf  to  your  own 

id.    Sorry  I  am  to  be  compelled  to  be 

ippQrtqnatev  but  I  have  many  miles 

%,  aad^uft  jddiyer  poffcflioa  to  tte 

Jons^  I  have  brought   with  f me,  anfl 

?$  them  to  retain;  it  before  I  go. 

"bftead  of  the  anfwer  he  expected  to  his 

:h,  this  had  but  call  mamma  and  Mer 

Qj..  I.  G  V  (nco 
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into  more  violent  agitations,   and  a  frefli 
flux  of  weeping";    till  after  fome  fliort 
time  taken  for  the  recovery  of  her  fpiritti 
this,  faid  mamma,  is  very  fliort  warning 
indeed,  fir.    Why  has  my  hufband  fent 
me  no  notice  of  it  ?  —  Is  it  to  be  fuppo- 
fed,  that  I  and  my  children  can  lie  in  the 
ftrcets  ?  —  Where  can  we  find  accomra^ 
datrons  in  an  hour    or  two's   nme?— 
Nay,  if  we  could,  is  it  to  be  imagine* 
that  we  can  remove  our  goods,  cloth* 
and  furniture;  in  the  fpace  you  feem 
allot  us?  , 

I  am' amazed,  faid  the  lawyer,  (*4 
after  found  him  to  be)  that  Mr.  Snv-^! 
has  not  apprized  you  yet,  that  both  I 
eftate  and  goods  are  my  client's.  Mada 
added  he,  neither  ftiek  or  ftone,  utenfil 
piece  of  furniture,  are  to  be  conveyed 
way  by  you,  or  any  thing  whatfoevcr,  1 
the  wearing  apparel  of  yourfdf  a 
family. 

My  fitter  then  defiring  tb  know  ^ 
it  was  that  had  purchafed  the  houfe  a 
things**  the  lawyer  replied,  it  was  N 
Fanwell,  a  very  worthy  gentleman"1 
Londorf.  Dear  madam,  faid  I,  wtl 
need  is  there  for  making  fo  many  woi 
of  it?  You  very  well  knew,  my  fatl. 
has  fold  the  eftate,  and  fince  it  is  to  H 

Funwe) 


Fonwcll,  you  need  not  doubt  but  my  fa- 
ther is  well  paid  for  it;    then,  what  is  it 
to  us,  whether  my  father  retains  the  eftate 
6r  the  money  ?    He  will  return  loaden  c- 
nough  to  purchafe  a  far  better  if  he  plea- 
fcs,  and  to  new  furnilh  it  in  a  more  fu- 
piib  tafte  too,  than  with  the  like  old 
trumpery  that  ours  abounds  with. 
*  This  giving   mamma     a  little  hearr, 
though  my  filter  (till  wept  bitterly  *  flic 
began  to  recoiled  herfelf,  and   told  the 
lawyer,  that  if  (he  muft  depart,  (he  mud  * 
and  would  give  him  no  farther  trouble. 
T  |  then  defiring  to  know,  whether  he 
Olme  lately  from  London,  he  replied,  di- 
YC&ly.     Do  you  know   my  father  ?  Sir, 
.fed  1?  Very  well,  he  (aid  by  (bme  little 
Hl|iflhe(s   he  had  tranfa&ed  between  him 
Ntyti  Mr.  Funwell.     I  hoped,  I  faid,  that 
EiPwas  well.     He  prefumed  fo,  he  faid. 
""^laving  then  fini(hed  my  cathechifing 
,  1  defired  my  mamma  to  think  where 
thould  beftow  ourfelves  that  night  till 
night  look  out  for  fome  fuitable  habi- 
mFrM  the  next  day,  to  remain  at  till  my 
br's  arrival ;    but  neither  of  us  could 
■ppfftide  upon  any  place,  fave  an  inn  that 
near  us,    which  we  imagined  to  be 
eligible  than   a  removal    to  any 
i*s  houfe ;   where  befides  the  difcortv. 
G  2  pofure 
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'pofure  we  might  give  to  the  family,  fur- 
mifes  might  be  darted  to  our  prejudice : 
fo  that  packing  up  our  clothes  in  bundles, 
for  we  were  not  permitted  to  take  away  fo 
much  as  a  deal  box,    or  trunk,   for  their 
repofitory;  one  of  us  propofed  to  go  with 
the  firft  coach  load,-  to  take  care  of  them 
at  the  inn,  while  the  others  were  packing 
up  to  follow ;  but  upon  ordering  out  the 
coach  for  our  purpofe,  we  were  affured, 
that  it  would  not  be  granted  us,  it  being 
more,    the  lawyer  faid,    than  he  coqld 
juftify. 

.  This  was  fuch  a  blow  as  we  could  not 
have  expected ;  nor  would  it  be  poffible 
for  us  to  go  .without  it,  we  faid ;  but  his 
negative  foon  filenced  us ;  though  my 
mamma  faid,  (he  wondered  how  my  fa- 
ther could  think  of  parting  with  that. 

The  lawyer  was  about    to  have   faid 
fome  thing,  when  I,  impatient  to  begone, 
'      (as  judging  every  ftep  we  took  tb  a  remo- 
val, would  be  fctting  me  on  my  way  to- 
wards my  expedted  haven)  replied,  that 
mod  certain  it  was,  my  father  made  little 
•account  of  our  old  coach,  having  fo  much 
a  finer  in  town,  wherein  he  was  to  retur/i 
with  a  fet  of  horfes;  and  for  ought  we 
knew,  he  might  then  be  upon  his  way  to 
us  with  it*  ,;, 

This 


Thii  again  cortiforting  mamma  a  littfe* 
(be  beggf d  the  gentleman  to  lend  her  the 
coach,  which  (he  fhouid  take  as  a  great 
favour,  it  being  fcarce  more  than  a  milt 
to  the  inn,  though  a  walk  too  far  abun- 
dantly for  her  undertaking  at  that  time. 

The  lawyer  hefitating  at  this,  and  hint* 

iiig,  that  when  the  coach  (hould  be  out  of 

tits  cuftody,  the  driver  might  difappoint 

MM  by  not  returning  it  5  one  of  the  fel- 

laws*  who  had  flood  mute  all  this  while* 

Replied,  that  if  he  pleafed,  he  would  take 

•topeta  him  tb  conduct  the  ladies  to  the  inn, 

lie  *ery  well  underftandinfe  to  drive,  and 

*obld  fafely  redeliver  the  coach  again. 

This  falvo,  being  at  length  accepted^ 

l*  ^tfcre  transported  at  twice  to  th*  inn, 

ring  taken  our  final  leave  of  a  dwelling 

t  had  been  for  fame  generations  in  our 

lily. 

We  feemed  for  that  night  to  be  under 
more  compofure  ourfelves  than  arty  one 
rily  in  our  neighbourhood  •,  for  though 
fafpe&ed  this  remove  to  be  only  from 
&  to  bettor  1  yet  before:  bed-time,  not 
ml  in  the  place  but  had  given  our  ex- 
Son  the  rt^fct  name  of  an  execution  s 
tch  running  from  untfawH  to  another, 
:  fire  amofigft  dry  fhflfclnitlflctad 
••  Wrothkfs's  ears  that  e««hg*  tfcitt 
G  %  wt 
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we  took  all  that  had  happened  to  be  i 
ip  confequence  of  the  fale. 

Oar  fatigfce  over   night  had  kept] 
lpnger .  in  our  beds  than  ufual  the  nl 
morning,  fo  that  we  breakfafted  not 
fore  eleven  o'clock  5    in    the   height 
which  meaf,  Mr.  Wrothlefs  fent  up' 
name,  as  defirous  of  fpeaking  with  ma 
ma.     Oar  conversion  feemed  at  a  p| 
found  ftand  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
fage.     I  cried   out,    dear   mamma, 
can't  receive  him  here,  blefs  me !  I 
pever  in  fuch  a  di (habile  in  my  days,  * 
What  can  he  want  with  you  at  this  time 
o*thV  day  ?  Why, fitter,  you  canr  ftand  it  no 
^rnore  than  Lt— It  matters  not  fo  much  for 
my  mother's  drefi.  — Let  us    quit  the 
room  before  he  comes.    , 
,    Prithee!  child,  faid  my  lifter*  did 
never  fee  a  man  before  ?  Not  in  this  unto 
ward  pickk,  faid  I,  por  lhaiM  now  chufl 
it.  -—Then  e'en  take   yourfclf  out  of  tl] 
room,  faid  my  fifter,  and  if  he  likes 
not*  he   may  look  another  way.     Nsj 
fitter,  faid  I,  if  you  are  fo  Itftte  concefj 
ed  at  being  feen,  by  §^gnt)emah  wti 
vifit  can  but  be  *  to  you^!lf?  I .  have  1 

ik^WF  :  *°^unning  to3 
t^|^pi  things  about  me  ir 

e, would  allow*  ,n?aij 

'  '  ha 
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^li^4firK?jl1>?jyGuld  walk  t*p,  ITeatod 
myfelf  with  them  at  the  breaklaft  table* 
;,Mrv  Wroth  left  being  (hewn  into  us, 
zr$  defirecj  to  be  feated,  a  filence  enfued 
fe>f  fptne^  n>ijiutes ;  whilft  jt  appeared  mod 
^uU>le  to  us  all,  that  fomewhat  hung  very 
ferity  9n  his  brow ;  but  what,  we  could 
noways  imagine ;  till  at  length,  madam, 
laid  he,  (with  the  tears  dealing  involun- 
tarily down  his  cheeks)  pardon  me  for  this 
.ip^ryfion  upop  your  privacy \  but  tjie  hor- 
ror .-I  $onceivecl t  ?  t* the  repotf  of  your 
J^^jf^ig^j     to    Jqave    your   family 
ieat  l^ft  n\gju>  has  fo  funk  me,  that  I  couid 
foy.  ha  means  difpenfe   with    this   teftt- 
jpony>of jny  $yty  for  enquiring  imp  the 
l^^it.v  not  pnly  as  ijjjj ffletjshhpucs  in 
$$jera|,  Jor,  #hom  f  havq  &/morc  than 
cpftnary t  regard  *  ,but  peculiarly*;  for  the 
$kfi  of  that  lady,  looking  at  my  fitter* 
flrjio  can  in  no  rrfped  prov#  a  fiiffcr^ 
jirtfhput { equally  afecYmg  me  with  her* 

I  ^vj;  hope,  f  madam,  added  he  to  mamma, 
^}Wiil  excufe  what  I  came  hither  to  of- 
\yoa  -,  that  in  cafe  Mr.  Sm— cell's  af* 
fs  are  not  irretrievable,  he  will  feek  no 
$h£j:,,thaprinto  my  purfe  for  redrefs, 
le^^eihall  meet  with  as  hearty  a  wel- 
in  /j;/,'    G  4  come 
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dome  as  my   own  father,  ta  eontoaii^ 
whatever  he  pleafes.    . 
<  Permit  me  (till  farther,  fair  lady,  faid 
he  to  my  filler;  to  defire  you  to  fuffer  na 
deje&iori  upon  account  of  whatever  may 
have  befallen  your  father ;  fince  that  penny 
I  enjoy  not  in  the  world,  whereof  you  may 
not  command  the  moiety.     You  are  fen* 
fible  mils,  added  he,  that  my  paflion  has 
been  long  confined  to  you  alone,  and  that 
whilft  you  pleafed  not  to  admit  me  to  a 
clofer  union  with  you,  I  have  contented 
myfelf  above  meafure  in  your  ccmverlatibfl.    ! 
My  affeftion  mils,  has  been  folely  to  your    | 
peribn  and  amiable  qualities  5  yoitt  for*    1 
tune,  the  mdft  remote  'froiin  ray  c&gita* 
lions  of  anyone  thing  whatever  \  1^  flail    | 
amy  difappoHitment  to  befal  you  ih  fiffe    j 
tver  dimiflitfi  my   too  firmly  effiWiffced    j 
efteem  for  you  r  fo  that  though  you  ftiouJd 
be  reduced  to  a  fingle  pttticoat,  you  fha5 
never  be  left  pleafing  in  my  eye*  at  zc^ 
ceptable  to  my  perfon,  than   if  you  w& 
miftrefs  of  the  whole  globe.     Wherefore, 
if  all  that  I  am  poffeffed  of  in  the  world* 
can  tempt  you  to  accept  of  my  very  indif* 
ferent  felf,  I  fubmit  to  fuch  terms  as  your 
difcretion  flball  pleafe  to  impofe  upon  me.  * 

My  fpirit  Was  ready   to  dart  forth  « 
Jrty  eyes,  whilft  he  fras  meafuring  out  hi* 

tedious 
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tedious  preamble;  till  having  tspncluded 
With  a  bow  tp  my  fifter,  andneithf jr  mjt 
qaaatma  or  (fiet  readily  replying  to  him^ 
as  I  could  no  longer  with-hold  qiy  tongue 
6-Om  its  office,  I  fuppofe  dr^  faid  I,  thair 
by  oor  quitting  our  houfe  to  a  ftrangerr 
mtit  night,  fomc  defamatory  tongues  have 
fpread  a  report,  that  we  were  compelled 
t$%  as  they  imagined  by  debts  due  froco 
my  father  •,  but  furely  fir,  our  cafe  is  the 
*c#  revcrfc 

I  doubt  not,  added  I,    but  you  kno^ 

what  pra&ices  have   ftarted   for  getting 

money  at  London .    I  have  heard  of  them, 

&ffs,  replied  he.     Now  fir*  added  I,   it 

was  in  order  for  an  opportunity  the  better* 

,  U)  advance  his  family,  that  my  father  dif- 

'  A  'lefled  himfelf  of  his  eftate  *  that  by  the 

fiey  ariling  therefrom,  he  might  profe- 

f  Ills  good  fortune  to  a  vaft  increafe.  Npw 

continued  I,  toy  papa  having  profpered 

lit  enterprize,  he  lent'  us  word,  by  the 

Haft  letter  he  wrote  us,  that  my  fifter. 

1  were  an   hundred  thoufand  pounds, 

ttnes  each  of  us  :  fo  that  the  world  muft 

greatly  deceived  in  my  father's  wealth,, 

('qui' by' this  time  purchafe  many  fuch 

tes  as  he  has  lately  fold  from  the    fa - 


Iwifh 
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I  wife  frbm  my  heart  it  may  prov< 
laid  Mir.  Wrothlefs  \  but  if  I  am  trul^  f 
formed,     many  a   man  who  has    ra 
his  thoufands,  and  even  tens  of  thoufaj 
lad  week,  may  be  glad  to  fubmit  to  t 
thing  for  bread  this  week;  nor  ind< 
without  fome  grounds,  had  I  dared  to  h, 
ventured  fo  far  as  I  have  gone  *,  but 
author  may  not  be  infallible,  and  I  hi 
it  is  otherwifc,  for  that,  in  no  one  cafi 
life  Ihould  I  rejoice  more  to  find  nr 
ifiiftaken  than  in  this. 

J  was  beginning  to  convince  him 
was  fo  by  many  and  infallible  argumt.. 
as  I  prefumed  ;  when  mamma  taking 
difcourie  our  of  my  hands,  beggfd  Je 
to  know  from  whom  he  received  his 
famoui  intelligence. 

Madam,  replied  he,  what  I  have 
Fore  mentioned,    reaching    my    ear  la 
night,  my  efteem  for  your  family,  woqj 
admit  mc  to  no  reft,  till  as  far  as  I  fhoif 
be  able,  I  had   convinced    myfelf  of  J 
truth  or  falfehood. 

This  carried  me  to  your   late  ho^ 
where  I  found  only  two  (hungers,  wt 
upon  farther  enquiry  I  perceived  t6 
bailiffs,  who  had  brought    an  execu| 
into  your  houfe,  and  were  then  keej 
poffeffion. 


i 


I  foon  engaged  in  (uch  familiarity  with 
tfrem* ' ;( Sthat  snider  favour  of  feme < Jittkr' 
piifent  i  made  them  for  thtir  tt60ble  of 
fhewing  me  the  houfe,'  to  which  I  pre-" 
oarited  myfelf  a  ftranger,    I  extratfted  this 
account  from  them;  that  the  plaintiff  ha- 
ving ei^aged  the  'fquire,  as  the  fellow  cal- 
led kirn,  in  the  bobbles,  top  deeply  for  his 
iody  money  to  aaTwer,  had  obtained  not 
orily*  -a  convey ance'of  all  his  eftate,  but  a 
jadgmfeni!  alfo,  in  order  to  cover  every  of 
Iris  perfonil  .effe&s,  add  that  the  eftate,  as 
the  attorney  told  them,    having  been  for 
term  tfme  before  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff, 
;  tbry'werc  then  holding  all  the  goods  in  ex- 
€CUtion-for  the  remainder  of  the  money. 
They  fiid,  they  we're  informed,  that  there 
were  feveral  contrails  for  the  bubbles  ft iH 
jua&tisfied,  for  which  they  expe&ed  the 
ftfi^ifc  would  be  profecuted,  and  poffibly 
|mtin  a  goal,  if  the^  were  not  fome  how 
;$narbtr!  mide>  up  very  fpeedily.        / 
,i;:Now,   judge   you,  madam,  (aid  Mr. 
;YfitothlHs,  whether  having  an  affeftion 
ibr  this  lady,  I  had  not  all  the  caufe  in 
:  world  ta  apply  myfelf  to  you  and  her, 
thaq:bffer  ofthe  little  fervice  I  might 
■  able  to  perform  for  the  family  ? 
My,  fifter  had  wept  like  a  child  for  the 
nte  of  bis  whole  relation*  *  My  mamma 
G  6  was 
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*at  fo  thufider-ftruek,  as  farce  to  Kntar 
what,  either  to  fcy,  or  thinks  buj-oiy 
Courage  ftiH  hiding  oat  againft  aU  deit* 
fionf , ;  afcl 'twened  thetn,  (for  could  I  .fart 
once  have  given  qredit  td  a  tythe  of  #ht§ 
he  had  offered*  X  fliQukl  have  been  ten 
timet  more  difcearcaged  than  either  *f 
them;  aftd  might  probably  t  have  gaud 
quk*>  raving  ihad)  i  infified^  that  he  had 
been  grofly  imjWfed  upon,  and  that,  the 
fcrobs  bis  authors,  fault  have  had  fofai* 
private  view  in  his  deception  :  fo  thac  rat 
ting  at  my  fitter  and  mamma  for  their  d& 
pintednefe,  upon  a  report  hatched  in  ^ 
corner,  without  the  leaftdrcumftancearf+ 
roborating  it,;  fave  their  having  an  cx^cu^ 
tion,  which  they  might  only  nlakc  pre- 
tence of  for  bye  ends  to  them  felve^  and  to 
feve  their  being  laid  by  the  heefe  for  what 
they  were  about ;  I  profeflcd  my  refolucjoft 
for  not  varying  my  former  opinion  Tofthfc 
affair  till  I  fhould  receive  caufe  from  my 
lather's  own  mouth.  Befides,  madam, 
faid  I,  what  Mr.  Wrothkfs  fpeaksrctf  re- 
lates only  to  the  bubbles,  as  he  calls  them  * 
andjfuppofing  all  thefceaft  out  of  the  Icaie, 
yet  my  fathers  South  Sea  ifock*  which 
he  faid  wSas  to  be  fold  at  a  thoufand,  will 
produce  enough,  not  only  for  his  and  your 
own  genteel  fub0ftence,  but  to  eflabliih 
.     >  both 
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faetkvjfejr  ffifter  and  roe  fo  ampfe  fop 

Mamma  laying  raft  Hpid  pf  t&v  U  Wt 

tfrt^rffie^id ;  w4  ^  inafferSfCoftld  Hot 

aftK*  diftahes  be  colk&ed  with  certainty* 

(hfr  wo»ld  hope  the  beft,  and  wait  for  my 

tether's  returpr   for  her  better  informal 

tkfb  libut  Che  returned  all  poffibte  thank* 

wNfon\Vnxhlefs,    for  the  kind  dfffets  bt» 

kpi  ln§e»  both  io  herktf  and:  her  (faugh* 

tjfiM^rairtgfrim*  thai  ihe  fbouldebencei 

foahi^ftecm J^rfdf  undcf  the  ftriareft 

obligation,  to  render  him  every  fervice  in 

bcfr;j>cwrcr  with  ber  daughter,  fincehi* 

^declaration  to   b^r,   had  convinced 

%  ;&*tY  no  other  man  could  be  worthy 

ier%:    ■•;•■'•,.  .,..r;...  ,'  'i 

Mf#  Wroth  left  acknowledged  the  fa- 

iriocended  him,  was  an  oyer  payment 

drhatcver  he  couW  do  for  the  family*. 

iih treated  marixna  to,  urge  ndihing  to 

jpfiftflto*  inconfiftent  with  her  freairfcli* 

ti«o :  for  that  corfipulfioo,  in  matters  of 

■e^  v/ai  more  odious  to  him  than   his 

padiftppointment.i   but  acknowledged* 

it  could'  he  himfeif  but  fiftd  the  way ^  to 

/dl$er*s  heart*  the  grand  bufipefe  t>f  his 

r,  would  but;  center  in  the  completion 

rhcr  felicity,  by  every  means  m  his 

*«ry  to  which,  tay.fifltef  replied^  that 

fince 
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fince  what  had  that  day  paffed  between 
them,  himlelf  would  prove  his  own  beft 
tf&totote ^tifheb  '-•  :;-iv.ji  LU.:r\iM 
T'He  thfti  afked  mamma^  how  ibe^de*! 
Cgrie^  to  diffofe  of  herfelf  and  ite  till  my: 
father's  return  f  To  which  jhe  replying^ 
uncertainly  %  but  adding,  that  (he  intend- 
ed to  fedc  out  for  a  lodging  only  till  flu? 
fh6uld  hear  from  or  fee  my  father?)  ha 
begg'd  to  have  the  rccommendingtof  toi 
to  her,  where  he  would  anfwer  for  it,  fkd 
fhould  be  accommodated  to  her  fatisfee^ 
tion.      .  . 

_  Dear  ifir*  faid  mamma,  you  have  givi 
great  life  ta  my  hopes  indeed ;  forXfea 
ed,  Hhould  have  had  a  weighty  talk  ,uf» 
on   my  hands,    and  have  fpent  no  fe# 
days  in  the  acquirement  ;  but  pray  pleafc 
to  inform   me,  where  you- purpofew* 
fhould  be,  that  I  may  fend  one*  or  bod* 
bfjpy  daughters,  to  fee  how  it  willful 
us  ?    For  as  thefe  fellows  have  taken'  po£ 
feffion  of  my  coach,  I  am  not  able  to  ft*** 
tain  myfclf  under  fo  tedious  an  exercife,   dS 
of  fearching  for  another,  in  cafe  that  y^° 
recommend  fhould  be  difagreeable.     :* 

He  replied,1  that  his  own,  being  rger*e* 
rally  ,efteemed  the  belt  houfe  in  alhtl1^ 
county,  and  where  he  hoped  mam**** 
would  judge  hericlf  at  home,  it  would  J& 
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'heft  indignity  that  Ihe  could  offer 
hould  fhe  raife  the  lead  difficulty 
ufe  of  it,  for  herfelf-land  family, 
long  time  as  it  would  be  agreeable 
•/adding,  that  if  die  pleated,  hi* 
hould  carry  us  all  home  with  him. 
you  hear  ?  children,  faid  mamma  ; 
:er  replying,  as  (he  pleafed^I  could 
lefs  too;  fo  that  having  again  re- 
ffome  of  our  things  that  had 
Icen  out  for  iriftant  Wear,  we  took 
*  them  with  us,  as  might  be  con* 
:ly  carried  by  the  coach,  and  our 
3  took  charge  of  the  reft;  to  bring 
ftcrus.  V        -. 


'.     -          -i!i 
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CH  A  P.    X. 

^bejifters  debate  on  Mr.   JProtbkJh 

MifsLetitia  yields  to  Mr.  Wrotblefi. 

Are  married.     Letter  from  Mr. 

'■    Sm~~eU.    Mrs.  Sm — ell  intertutit* 

;   ed by  tears.  Pollys expojition.    Ten* 

■'    der  fcene  of  Mr.  Wrotbkfs  and  tit 

lady. 

FR^P  M  the  moment  of  our  entering 
Mr.  Wrothlefs's  doors,  ?ny  mam* 
ma  and  lifter,  employed  moft  of  their 
time  in  extolling  of  his  generality  and 
goodnefs  to  us :  for  that  never  would 
poor  creatures  have  been  at  a  greater 
nonplus  than  ourfelves,  had  we  beeii. 
driven  to  take  up  with  fome  paultry  a* 
partment,  with  nteerly  the  bare  necefla- 
ries  of  life  about  us* , 

I  told  my  lifter,  that  i*  was  plainly 
for  her  fake,  that  we  fared  fo  well  * 
lince  Mr.  Wrothlefs  now  having  her  to 
himfelf,  n?ed  not  fear,  under  the  obli- 
gation we  all  flood  bound  to  him  in,  of 
plying  her  fo  warmly,  as  to  carry  his 
point  at  laft:  for  I  prefumed;  that  he 

would 


tWuidlcarc* eve*  bvUbfitit  ffoth  tei*? 
and  afked  Her,,  hpw  fhe  purpofed  to-'  be\ 
hive  ?  for  that  whiltt  we  mould  be  un- 
der hisrorf,  it  would  be  impolitic  to 
dirty  it  ruderHo  trim. 
;;:toy  dear,1  laid  ibe,  could  I  but  have 
"&ei!eaft  room  to  fuipect  N$r.  Wtothlefc 
of  harbouring  the  vile  fordid  principle* 
Vtid  abound  with,  I  ihould  inftantly  fly 
b&houfe,  and  more  eligibly  feeure  *$)r 
Ifelf  in  the  meanetf  cottage  tit  the  dodtt- 
tfy,  MjecYto  their  maimer  «f  HvinJ, 
thin  participate  of  the  magmficenee  3f 
"his  habitaddn;  but  ntfthernattMr gen- 
tleman any  of  thofe  felfifh  views  you  htf- 
)titeto  hihl,  nor  find  I  the  feaft  teafon, 
toaHy part  of  his  paft  condtift^tb 
■Mj&t&\      -;.■ '  /;');  :^;;X 

"  Wd  ftey  not  offer  to  relieve  my 'lather, 

f -feflen  into  the  ditoeft  ht  Aippoftd  ? 

Did  he  not  pfOpofe  to  accept!  of  me,  is 

tterwrvedJy  withottf,  J&'evcr  he1  before 

;  lift  *ith  a  fortur^?ffiat-tt  Idve^i  me* 

I  Jritakerfo  t^udlion,  and  that  I  dtight  to 

iB^m1  him-  ttveifys!  fai&ft&loh   ft  tfry 

ypftr,  Iniake as  Hftfc  j  but  yet,  'could 

:*rclSMcerve,    tkat  his  invitation  'Hither 

"    ^tcimp^Sft  a foment  id  hfs demies. 

rt  rheV  by.  way^ojf  duty  or,  gtaorucfe, 

W  fevdori  h6  riow'  tftd^fcrtematerV 

dif- 


difpenfestous  all,  I  Ihould  aboqnir^tc 
him* 

I  aflced  her,  if  |he  had  any  defjgn  to 
become  his  wife  ?  adding,  that  by  what 
(he  had  faid,  it  fhould  .  feerri  fo  to  me. 
Sherepjied,  fhqhad;  anci  that  unlefs  any 
thingarifingfrom  himielf  fHo^ld  Werpofe 
to  its  prevention,  fhe  would  be  fo  too. 

Well!    fifter,  faid  I,  little  did  I  ever 
cxped  I  fhould  live  to  fee  that  day,  after 
iftecon tempt  #6u  have  beheld  &up,wji 
as  a^jp^^and  the  m^ny  cprpoijaf  d 

X  fee^Cp^e  2  nothing  to  be  4ependfcd  u 

^«i^m% v;  ,.rf:  J, 

r  /WplijbdJf,  ,at  your  age?    compjui,  p 

when  my  fortune  would  inut^vnaejnm, 

^ale  WG^ldi  What  juices  xqnut  be  cc 
veyed  foyoiilr.c^sjyjing >fi^  him;?  U 

M  %&&pi<  owing  #W  /«>.  tfie^  i 

cP^S^^  1 

jprpi^iuch  3  jp£ij leered  an^unipynd  a^ockf  | 

: ' : , .  Xjou.  feem  to  have  made a  :true  judg-   1 

flf^nf,  cjfifter,:  replied  fhe,  }that  nothing  i*    i 


^ta  fee,  dppeqd^d  upop in}this  life;;,  jjor, i^ 


held 
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held  la  detection.  Wene  it  not  for  the 
difappointments  of  our  own  refolvea, 
that  are  obtruded  upon  us  by  external 
force,  or  from  an  unaccountable  mu- 
tation in  our  own  opinions,  we  might 
fulped  that  we  fat  fuperior  in  nature,  tp 
all  controul  of  its  fupreme  governor: 
nay,  might  be  vain  enough  to  deem  our 
felves  governors  of  it  •,  but  thefc  croffes 
to  our  purpofes,  are  wifely  interjefted, 
to  convince  us,  that  they  cap  ftan^  firm 
no  longer*  than  whilft  the  ruler  of  aQ 
our  prqjttfts,  permits  them.  \   :»    ;  - 

Shew  me  an    unexceptionable   man 

in    human  nature,    added  (he,    and   I 

?i|l  then    admit    your    argujp^nt '  J8 

•be.  valid,     againft  the  worn -f  jOMf.^f 

tureand  infirmities  of  Mr.  Wrotl$^ 

The  vigorous  young  gentleman^  may 

be*    what   Mr.  Wrothlefs   has    been  ,| 

,*ij4  then,  he  decays  upon  your  hands, 

Inth  equal  hazard  to  pottery,  andprp- 

}bably,    from  more    dangerous  foqrces 

|^»i  for  .the  worft  tftat  tyjs-ever  been  a- 

fiaibed  ta  this  gentleman,  has,  beea  hjj 

Ifave  to  his  bottle,  and  late  hours. 

■  ^Thepi&ure  of  a  man,  added  (he,  with 

'iqesry  o^  J^iimjbs  penciled,  lpis  coui)- 

|i?flai^e  florid,  and  as  a  robuft  confl&if-f 

mm  as,^wj^errypted  heah^pai^  tp$#i 
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it,  may  be  paffionate,    ill-natured,  **l 
from  thfe  adoration  he  may  pay  to  his  own 
fweet  perfon,  cbntemn  you,  as  of  a  de- 
gree of  creatures,  inferior  to  his  fpeciesZ 

How  many  faults  maybe  found  in  pian?  * 
fo  many,  or  at  lead  fome  of  them  may, 
hay  mull  fall  to  theihare  of  every  maav 
added  Ihe,  any  one  of  Which  intempe^ 
rately  profecuted,  is  fufficient  to  denounce 
a  wife  miferable  ;  nor  can  the  woman 
that  weds,  expeft  to  efcape  the  effefts  of 
theiMt 

What  fault  can  you  find  With  Mr. 
WfOthfefij  feid  ftiy  filler  ?  Why  truly  I 
fee  has  a  fed  hct •,  bo ws  fortiewhat  in  the 
Ittck,  Md  ftifs  rttote  feebly  thafi  mei>ge- 
atdtf  do  at  Mi  age ;  but  he  is  fcaffe 
mt*6  of  thirty  :  may  not  his  cOftftitu- 
fiort  then  be  ftierakd,  by  a  forbearing 
fom  portion  Of  his  daily  draughts  ?  and 
Whit  taWfc  likely  to  prevail  for  thai  end, 
than  th£  intreaties  of  the  woman  he  loves? 
*— It  ihay  fciv*  been  the  fo  long  want  of 
this1,  that  his  confirmed  hhri  in  the  prac- 
tide  i  then*  why  rrOt  thfe  remove  it  ? 

That  he  is  tint  of  the  beft  tempered 
toitti  breathing:,  added  Ihe,  is  materially 
allowed  by  all ;  but  ftill,  with  judgment 
ttibugh,  t&pttVtnt  all  attettiprfc  for  life* 
j*ofthgtrp6ii  Mm.     He  a  reputed  art  ho- 

neft 
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iteft  nwi,  a  man  charitable  to  the  indi- 
gent >  por  is  any  one  fboner  fnqved  tp 
ceoipaifion^te  the  misfortunes  of  others, 
qtto  contribute  to  their  redrcfs  j  as,  were 
it  not  his  cpnfefied  chara&er,  the  pre- 
jt$t  instance  of  it  in  qpr  own  cafe,  would 
d#poi}ftrate  beyond  contradidtjon. 

X41  me  $ow,  added  fhe,  is  there  no? 

more  hope  of  a  comfortable  uuptial  en- 

joyigeat,  with  the  map  I  have  depi&ed 

ta  yw  from  the  life  only,  without  the 

teaQ:  klfe  $q^  py  colouring,  than  fron* 

'ife  g*y*  -*he  jaiay  coxcomb,  wfco  valuer 

kipifelf  t$  foci)  a  degree  at  the  head  qt 

hi*  family,  as  to  admit  pf  no  rivalfliip 

from  a  wife,  who  muft  content  herfelf 

With  the  fole  honour  of  being  the  moft 

aftive  of  all  his  domefticks,  in  her  obe-  ' 

dlenc^  (o  hip  plpafurp  ?    Whejreas,  Mr. 

WfQthlefs's  fweetnefc  of  difpofitioo,  will 

imct  fofler  him  to  treat  a  wife-il)  y  nijr 

.  ftould  any  violent  occafion  offer  for  Hp 

jiWIl^ure,  will  his  gpod  fcnfe  permit 

ittmtp  proceed  with  his  refcntmpnt,  b?- 

!yond  its  due  bounds  :  $pd  &  to  ajl  his 

t'rfKffQnal  defers,   cuftpm  and  prudence 
wiH  render  them  daily  lefs  r^max;ked  by 
r   Jter  'till  in  time,    through  familiarity. 
!  ^cy  become  agreeaWfr 
§#&  ♦        ,    .  •>'  x 

&>      :  I  nc- 
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flheve?r,  in  all  my  life,  knew  the'&fc1 
low  of  you,  filter,  faid  I ;  nay,  I  donft 
believe*  the  whole  earth  can  match  yoov 
Why?  would  ever  any  girl  who  ftuqr 
pleafe  herfelf,  ftudy  'every  means  to  re- 
concile herfelf  to  one  .of  the  mod  difc- 
greeable  obje&s  in  being*  meerly  to  <kP , 
riionftrate  your  guidance  to  be  tfeafon, 
not  pafiion.  -      (>  * 

For  my  part,  added  I,  give  me  the 
man  who  pleafes  my  fancy  ;  with  whom 
X  ipay  riot  in  infchipulotis  delight*  IB 
iong  as  it  lafts ;  — * tall  men,  as  you  fa**  •• 
hive  their J  failings*    arid  ^whatevier  n 
huibahdVare,  I  ttiuft  bear  them;  b 
the  failing  of  impotence  and  old  age,  Pu 
take  care  to  divert  from  my  lot,  I'll  war- 
rant tile.    \\     ' 

;    We  had  now  been  a  full  week  at  Mr. 
'Wrot$lcffif$f   where  we  had  been  entctf- 
*ti*ineci  in  the  moft  elegant  manner,  n<k 
*had  he  ever,  in  this  time,  even  fought 
1after  my  fitter's  company,  or  fingledher 
dtit  alonei  detached  from  miy  mamma  or 
t!rne;,  though  her  delight  in  his  moft 
''  be^iAiftjl   gardens ,     had    afforded   him* 
•  ibahy  opportunities  Jo*  it ;  but  £ow  it 
was  remarked  by  us  all,  that  hi  had  pur- 
pofely  avoided  infringing  upon  her  pri- 
vacy, or  making  any  other  ufe  of  her 

fociety, 
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fectety,'  frdh  Viic  nearnefs  if  their  ffitu-r 
jtioh,  than  flie  had  admitted  Hfti{  to  at 
(tar  oWn  hoiife  y  but  as  he  had  before  tx± 
preffed  himfelf  as  plainly  before  mam- 
ma, as  had  he  been  in  feCret  with  my 
filter;  fo,  one  afternoon,  as  theV  were 
fitting  together,  ,he  bpintyJf)trti}the^itei 
ffidrr  to  mf  fifteH '  Wther  fl$  fjiiirp61ed 
ioi >r&rdr t6  be  folchiel to hini,  fcr to  ftiH 
Wlm  a  deaf  ear  to  his  fait  ?  !when,  never 
%&  ffiin1  mow  fartoriztfl,  than  at  her  an* 
Iftr^ftg^  ho,  flic  did  not  i  for  thkt  (he 
iia^iShifeft,  Ife1  had  !^f^edchihifelf 
&e  gentleman*  that  if  KVe?  !&>>  ftibtrti 
W  Hi  'Vkffltik  ^ had^teia^enfeag. 

|rfier(cwiiycto. ;         ";■  ; 

'\  My  mamma  told  mei  fb*r  I  was  not 

ftfen jprefent^  that  he  *  fell  into  fuch  an 

* "lly;  tipoii tM^tiHl|^ped  fbrf reply  of 

!H&i*V3s  riot  \b  be  capable  of  ton- 

^  Himfelf  for  a  time,'  'titycooliriga 

e,  he  aiofe,  and  embracing  my  fifter, 

l^Wekt,  flic  had  applied  that  baltij  to  his 

toiiig  fpirits,  that  h^fotcret Hfea- 

Jnfcjrefofmatfoii;   ^^anrt,  'added  he, 

yWJ^felKin^  drihkirig;ih  thy  juvel 

^jrarsy  tor want  bf  prdper  avocations* 

$has,  from  repetition,  confirmed  it- 

into  an. habits    which,   by  degrees, 

ilp greatly  enervated  me  \  but  with  your 

^  pe* 
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pcripn  and  perfoaions  id  ppflefliQA,  I 
ftajl  never  fpore  have  that  time  vppA 
jny  hands,  which  caanot  be  employed 
to  far  better  purpofes. 

Farewel !  my  bottle  then,  added  he, 
and  welcome  forever  to  my.  foul*  be  my  ,. 
p>9^  i^iixMble  bride:   for hav;injg;,npw   j 
ft^^cl.ifi  v#<far preying  my/e^flr  J 

S'q&n  npyf^/nKwrysrhilft  J  have  breath  I 
nup,  -will  J,  who  teretp&sc,  regardk 
qf roy  be?**'  haY€ .  jfaajtewed  dpww  flf 

.  ,Ol  drar  jail*  I  added  he,  4nce  jrq 
4ate  declaration  has  proved  fo  propitioi 
to  me,  confirm,. to  me  my  happip* 
pnee  moip,  from  your  own  mouth  $  *j 
if  I  may  preiume  tOiregijeit  it*  pronqw 
the  jd^y  whereon  all  my  ^wreiiop^m,' 
be  vfwaUQwed  up  in  the  cejebration  of  ft 
felicity.  'W 

JMy  majnma  interpqfed  here,  by  repl; 
Wj&  that  undoubtedly  tny  fifter  YW 
%  prehear  from  E^r  fa$er  firft ;  adclin^ 
^atjasit;  tfpuld  be  ne^epfy  fpr,-ltfqtqi(. 
know  tyfat  h6  was  to  have  with  her,  io 
alfo,  for  iier  to  Imow  what  f$$lement  he. 
would  fn^e  dpoft  her. 

*    ••    •       '  ■  ■■ '    ■''•***  '' 
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Delay  not  my  happinefc  for  trifles^ 
madam,  faid  he.  As  for  my  fettfement 
upon  the  lady,  my  eftate  is  nine  thouh 
land  pounds  a  year,  and  upwards  j  let 
mifs  name,  from  any  paif ,  even  to  the 
whole  of  it,  it  fhall  be  at  her  fervice. 
As  to  what  her  father  pleafes  to  give  her, 
be  it  what  it  will,  I  care  not,  let  her 
take  k  for  pin-money. 

*You  feem,  I  think,  too  hafty,  faid 
mamma,  till  my  hufband  has  been  firft 
tpprifed  of  it. 

.  I  muft,  with  great  deference,  differ  in 

my  opinion,  from  you,  madam,  faid  my 

lifter ;  nor,  though  I  would  not  have  it 

imputed  to  me  as  an  over  eagernefs  for 

xtfcrriage,  can  I  wifh  either  to  fee  or  hear 

ftpm  my  father,  before  its   confumma- 

tipn ;  and  that,  for  this  reafon  : 

v  jMy  father  has  fent  us  word,  that  he 

^|U,give  my  lifter  and  me  vaft  fortunes. 

Mr,  Wrothlefs  has  informed  me,  it  is 

^Jhs  opinion  he  can  give  us  none,  and  has 

fo  generous,  under  that  belief,  as 

fer  to  accept  me  as  his  wife,  with- 

/it,     I  muft  own,  that  teftimony  of 

|a5e<5lion  for  me,  exceeding,  in  my 

^       the  moft  elaborate  fpeecbes,  not 

t  ofarative  of  any  real  aft,  has  put  me 

^on  endeavouring  to  fignify,  that  my 

pTpL.  i;  H  accept* 
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acceptance  of  his  offer,  proceeds  not 
from  my  own  mercenary  views ;  and 
therefore,  as  he  propofed  to  take  me  to 
his  Embraces,  in  cafe  I  fhall  prove  to 
have  no  fortune  \  fo  would  I,  before  far- 
ther explanation  upon  particulars,  than 
what  I  have  already  heard  from  my  fa- 
ther, exprefs  myfelf,  though  not  equal- 
ly generous,  yet  equally  complying, 
whilft  I  may  be  a  far  greater  fortune  than 
ifiy  father  hinted  at,  for  aught  that  has 
yet  pofitively  appeared  to  the  contrary ; 
fo  that,  madam,  added  fhe,  I  am  nei- 
ther for  feeing  nor  hearing  from  him, 
till  it  is  done  ;  nor  fear  I  his  confent  to 
accompany  it. 

hi  fhort,    mamma  coming  into  the 
lame  way  of  thinking,  the  very  thing 
that  hadoccafionedmy  fitter's  ftudy  for 
protra&ion,  now  created  no  lefs  for  its 
profecution,  confident  with  common  de-    \ 
cency  y  fo  that  all  parties  having  agreed 
to  its  being  a  private  tranfa&ion,  as  want^ 
ing  the  farf&ion  of  my  father;   the/ 
were  married  within  the  week,   abou£ 
twelve  miles  from  Mr.  Wrothlefs's  habi^ 
tation  5  where  mamma  and  I  accompa- 
nying them,  we  dined  at  an  inn,  and  re-" 
turned  home  juft  about  twilight,     M/^ 
head  now  fell  to  work  for  my  own  inters 

eft? 
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eft  again  ;  for,  thinks  l\  if  this  ftolen 
wedding  (houid  chance  to  diibbligge  my 
father,  for  want  of  his  previous  notice  of 
ic,  why  may  not  he  difinherit  my  lifter  ? 
and  if  fo,  I  fhall  come  in  for  his  whole 
wcakh. 

This  delightful  fancy  preyed  more  and 
more  upon  my  fenfes,  till  I  had  refolved 
it  into  an  abfolute  certainty  that  it  would 
be  fo,  with  which  I  had  ipirited  myfelf 
up  for  the  remainder  of  the  week,  till 
the  poll  arriving,  brought  us  a  letter, 
firoin  my  father.  This  I  being  certain 
of  by  his  fuperfcription  ;  no  fooner  was 
it  delivered  into  my  hands,  than  I  ran 
away  with  it  to  mamma's  chamber. 

She  ordered  me  to  call  my  lifter, 
which,  I  told  her,  I  thought  was  im- 
material"; but  mamma  infifting,  that  not 
ihe,  but  her  hufband  ihould  be  prefent 
at  the  reading  of  it,  as  having  now  fo 
lafge  an  intereft  in  die  family,  I  brought 
them  .both  to  her;  when  fhewing  the 
letter,  ihe  defired  us  all  to  fit  down, 
whilft  ihe  read  it  to  us. 
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William  S  m — e  l  l,  e/f% 
To  Mrs.  MargaretS  m*— e  l  l. 

My  dear, 

x<  T  Would  give  the  whole  univerfe 
X  that  I  had  never  come  to  London. 

. r cannot  tell  you  half. O!  the 

wrfed  dog !  — —  I  am  diftra&ed  for 
w^nt  of  you  here.  —  Your  advice  might 
help  me  ; — —  and  poflibly  comfort  my 

broken  heart, I  cannot  proceed  for 

tears. 

Here  my  mamma  was  fo  overcome 
with  weeping,  that  fhe  could  neither  fee 
the  writing,  or  attend  to  the  contents 
any  farther;  but  dropping  the  letter, 
and  wringing  her  hands,  fhe  roared  out 
in  an  agony,  undone  !  undone  !  my  poor 
children!  O!  their  poor  father!  O! 
ruin  and  mifery  for  ever !  —What  will 
be  the  end  of  this  ?  — —  I  can  read  no 
more.— — O  Lettice  !  how  happy  may 
you  be,  with  that  good  man  your  hut- 
band ! — What  will  become  of  me,  and 
Tolly  ? — O  !  it  is  too  much  i_  I  can  nc* 
yer  bear  it 

My 


My  brother  then  rifing  to  comfort  heri 
told  her,  it  was  no  furprize  to  him, 
though  the  misfortunes  of  the  family 
grieved  him  to  the  very  foul;  but  as 
tfreyhad  in  fome  me&fure  been  pre-ap- 
prifed  of  it  by  him,  he  hoped  mamma 
would  moderate  her  paflion,  and  fubmie 
to  what  fate  had  decreed  her :  for  that,let 
the  worft  that  could,  come,  fhe  fhould 
ever  have  a.fure  friend  in  him,  not  only 
to  her  tomfort  but  fupport  too. 

Mamma  feized  him  by  the  hand,  and 
killed  it ;  but  was  wholly  incapacitated 
for  any  verbal  acknowledgment  of  his 
goodnefs  to  her  •,  and  my  fitter  was  in 
fcch  agonies,  that  I  verily  believed  fad 
would  have  gone  befides  herfelf :  but  as 
fcrmypart,  I  could  obferve  no  fuch  a- 
fcondant  caufe  for  their  forrows :  for,' 
fiid  I  to  my  brother,  who  was  the  only 
convertible  perfon  amongft  us  ;  if  yod 
took  notice  of  my  father's  lettei1,  he  fay§ 
not  a  word  of  lofies,  not  a  word  of  un- 
iting, or  being  ruined  j  he  ;only  cx$ 
paims  iagainft- ^omebbdy,  that  may  have 
^Wended,  or  poffibly  done  him  fomein- 

iry. Now  what  of  all  that?  all  may 

"right  in  the  main  yet, 
I  know  too  well  my  father's  impatient 
per,  added  I,  to  fear  any  thing  from 
uproar  of  his  fancy  j  for  that,  if  eve - 
Hj  H 
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ry  thing  runs  not  on  fmoothlv  with  him> 
he  imagines  no  man  ever  (uffered  like 
him  \  when  perhaps  the  whole  caufe  of 
his  vexation,  would  prove  but  a  flea-bite 
to  another  man.  Now,,  added  I,  this  all 
proceeds  from  want  of  perfpicuity  of  judg- 
ment, and  frequently  from  taking  things 
by  the  wrong  handle:  for  I  have  known 
him  ftorm  about  the  houfe,  and  put  him- 
felf  into  as  violent  a  paflion  with  us  all* 
for  our  not  informing  him  of  an  hole  in 
his  docking,  which  neither  of  us  ever 
few,  as  a  more  fedate  man  would,  at 
the  fight  of  his  houfe  on  fire.  Therefore,, 
continued  I,  no  manner  of  ftfefs  is  to  be 
placed  on  his  exclamations,,  unlefs  he  had 
come  to  particulars. 

Though  my  brother  feemed  to  give  me 
the  hearing,  I  believe,  he 'remarked  but 
little  of  my  fpeech-,  for  his  wife  fobbing 
lb  furioufly,  he  turned  from  me,  without 
a  reply,  to  pacify  her. 

H«  made  an  offer  at  taking  her  intc* 
his  arms  > '  bwt  fhe  pulhed  his  hands  afido 
crying  out,  O !  the  rueful  day  that  ever  X 
married  in  !  This  flinging  him,  he  begg^ 
cd  her  to  refifl:  the  impulfes  of  her  paffi^ 
on.  He  Jioped,  he  had  done  nothings 
to  her  prejudice  5  intreating  her  not  to 
break  his  heart  by  her  reflexions  upoifr 
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her  marriage  with .  him  ;  when  flatting 
from  het  feat,  and  clafping  her  arms 
round  his  neck ;    O !    no,   thou  deareft 
of  all  men,  faid  fhe,  miftake  me  not,  for 
a  wretch  unworthy  of  a  name  among  wo* 
men,  as  I  fhould  be,  were  I  to  condemi) 
thee,  or  myfelf,  for  our  union.  No,  my 
dear,  added  fhe,  my  grief  is    more  a* 
cute,  for  that  I  am  never  able  to  recom- 
pence  thy  love  and  munificence  to  met 
than  had  I,  without  thee,   been  not  on- 
ly made  an  out-caft  from  my  own  fami- 
ly, but  from  the  foeicty  of  all  mankind. 
Q !  added  fhe,  what  obligations  am  I 
aw  under  tp  tjice,  for  a  releafe  from, 
It  opjy  the  mod  indignant  flationof 
e,  that  I  Had  been  moft  certainly  con- 
raned  to,  but  for  my  elevation  to  a  de«* 
te  of  moft  fqperlauve  felicity,  in  all 
at  this  world  can  fupply  me  with,  of 
agnificence,  whiiftl  (hall  enjoy  itia 
e  fociety  and  affeftion  of  the  fole  co»- 
inion  in  the  univcrfe,wQrthy  of  my  fex't 
^tending  for- 

My  After,  after  thus  venting  her  paflvr 
i,  into  the  bofom  of  an  hufband,  wba 
"  ■"preft  the  tendercft  regard  for.  l^er,  thafc 
an  was  capable  of;  growing  more  com- 
fcd  than  before,  we  now  ?1L  turned 
>WT  thought*  $o  poor  mapure*  jqjpftw 
H  4  her 
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her  forrow,  as  to  attend  to  very  little  that 
was  urged  to  her  by  either  of  us  ;  when 
obferving  that  my  eyes  were  not  only 
dry,  but  that  I  feemed  to  exprefs  little 
more  concern  in  the  affair,  than  for  her 
diforder  \ 

Polly*  faid  fhej  is  thy  heart  made 
from  ftone,  that  thou  canft  fupport  thyfelf 
thus,  under  the  calamity  ihat  has  be- 
fallen thy  poor  father  ?  Truly,  madam, 
laid  I,  it  is  more  than  I  can  do,  to  fay 
what  calamity  it  Is  that  /  you  fpeak  of  . 
As  for  his  letter,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  you 
have  by  (ketches  informed  us  of  it,  I 
have  heard  of  no  calamity,  fave  an  in- 
temperance in  his  expreflions,  which  may 
have  arifen  as  well  from  a  trifle,  as  from 
a  matter  of  the  utmoft  confequence ;  you 
well  knowing,  how  wafpifh  he  has  ever  , 
been,  as  well  at  matters  of  no  moment^ 
as  at  occurrences  of  more,  afifefting  na- 
tures ;  fb  that  what  has  furprized  me  the 
Aioft  0f  any  thing,  all  this  while,  has 
been,  to  fee  you  and  my  fitter  afflifting 
yourfelves  in  as  folemn  a  manner,  as  if 
all  the  world  had  depended  upon  one 
ftake,  and  that  had  this  inftant  been  loft 
by  you. 

Now  give  me  but  leave  to  hear  the  let- 
ter out,  a»d  tt:  therein  ought  ihall  appear 
-*•'■•  of 
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of  difcomfort  to  us,  I'll  fit  mc  down  and 
cry  with  the  tendered  of  you ;  though 
till  then,  I  rtiuft  beg  leave  to  referve  my 
tears  for  a  more  interefting  occafion. 

My  mamma  replying,  that  /he  was 

not  able  to  go  through  with  it,  I  defired 

flie  would  give  my  brother  leave  to  finifli ' 

i    it,  which  fhe  faid  he  fhould,  fo  foon  as 

■    ^er  fhe  fhould  be  capable  of  attending 

^it. 
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CHAP.    XL 

Prdceed  ninth  Mr.  Snt—elh  left 
Mrs.  Sm—ettalmjl  mad.  Polfy 
heart  Jill.     Debate  about  farh 

.  reading  the  letter.  Polfy  ferules 
alone.  All  in  the  dark  as  to  the  lett 
Polfy  rum  mad.  Another  letter  fr 
Mr.  Sm—ell  to  get  him  out  ofprij 
Mrs.  Sm—ell,  Mr.  Wrothlefs,  a 
his  wife  go  to  London. 

A  Fter  we  had  fat  and  difcourfed  : 
jfjL  berly  for  a  while ;  my  mamn 
defiring  my  brother  to  finilh  the  let 
for  her,  bpt  to  read  (lowly  and  diftim 
ly,  that  fhe  might  imbibe  the  wh< 
fenfe  of  it ;  he  began  where  my  raami 
had  before  left  off. 

"  Out  it  muft  come  !« — but  I  am  u 

equal  to  the  tafk.- It  is  not  half  t 

villain's  knavery  that  I   can  recoiled 

never  entered  fuch  a  roguery  in 

the  heart  of  man ! O  !  my  head 

all  confufion!- — O!  pox  of  the  che: 
Ay,  any  thing,  fill  he  got  my  monc 
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*•— I  wifli  it  had  ftopt  there.—— Alas  T 
for  my  eftate !  and  then,  what  did  they 
cali  them,  but  bubbles?  ——Bobbles  I 
with  a  poxio  themf  ■  Ay,  bubbles  in- 
deed, with  a  murrain  !  —r*  What  had  I 
to  do  yritH  a  *  fare  faces  f -What?  no- 
thing at  all  ?  ■  Not  fell  them  for  any 
price  ?  —  No.  — —  *  Sare  faces  is.  alt 
the  cry.  — —  Each  damns  *  the  fere  face*. 
— r—  I  damn  them  all.  — —  You  wiH 
think  me  mad.— — I  amdiftra&ed*  — 
indeed  I  am. 

My  mother  had  wept  filently  hitherto  y 
but  now,  (he  broke  forth  into  the  ftrong- 
eft  fymptoms  of  defpair  and  anguifti.  She 
tore  her  hair  -/called  out,  O  f  my  bufband  f 
roydeareft  hufband  !  Yes,  I  can  comfort 
rhee.  — —  Ay,  and  will  comfort  thee* 
nor  will  I  tarry  a  moment  before  I  fet  our 
*o  thee.  — —  O!  hire  me  a  coach  5  fgtt 
*ne  horfes  ;  —  I  have  none  of  my  o#n 
i*ow ;  nor  (hall  I,  ever  more.  —  O  f 
that  I  could  fly  this  night  to  my  dear 
L     hulbandf, 

Mamma's  behaviour  grew  now  fo  extra- 
vagant, that  we  knew  hot  what  to  m*kc 
■*  her.    She  vowed  flie  would  retufrt  to 
*r  houfe  •,  turn  the  people  out  of  poffef- 
on,  and  dying  in  the  a&ion*  be  buried 
*  Scir«  facias. 

»-■  ,!  H  6  fey 


by  tjie  parlour  hearth :  but  (be  foon  grew 
pa(t  crying,  and.only  could  give  vent  to  het 
paffion  by  an  incoherent  raving;  info- 
much,  that  we  all  fufpeded  her  brain  to 
be  difordered,  and  feared  the  would  grow 
ftark  mad. 

I  adviied  my  brother  to  refume  the 
reading  the  epiftte,  as  it  were  ;  and  as, 
from  thence,  to  form  fome  ftory  of 
good  news  for  her,  to  fee  how  that 
might  operate  j  but  he  gave  me  fuch  a 
frown,  as  I  think  I  can  never  forget* 
What  ?  fafcl  he,  aim  at  her  recovery  for  a 
moment,  to  mortify  her  tenfold  upon  a  i 
difcovery  of  the  fraud  ?  No*  faid  he,  nor 
lhall  any  one  thus  iropofe  upon  her  in  my 
prefence. 

.  I  took  the  rebuke,  and  was  filent  v  but 
had  foqn  enough  upon  my  hands,  to  di- 
vert me    from  fuch  like  projects :   for 
mamma  growing  more  and  more  furious, 
after  exerting  the  united  force  of  us  three 
for    fome  time,  till  no  more   ftrength 
remained    in  us,    to  retrain  her   froo*~ 
perpetrating    fome    mifchief  to  herfelP 
or  us;  we  were  obliged  to  call  in  ther 
,  men  fervants  to  confine  her,  whiift  wcp 
fent  for  her  apothecary  to  attend  her. 

The  fervantwe  had  difpatched  to  him^ 
having  informed  him  of  his  lady's  difor- 

der-r 
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dehy  he  prefently  took  it  by  t6c  right 
hatijdte,  having  before  heard  of  my  fa- 
ther's, misfortunes  *  fothat,  as  reft  would 
be  the  moft  defirable  ftep  that  he  could 
take  with  her,  he  code  a  tittle  vial  or  two 
in  his  pocket,  and  was  with  us  prefentfy. 
,  We  repretenting  to  him*  upon  his  en- 
quiry, how  (he  was  taken,  and  alio  tbi 
preceeding  occaGon  of  it,  he  went  ih  td 
her,  afked  her  fome  queftions,  and  by  a 
fcemipg  agreement  to  ail  (he  find;  and 
humouring  her  in  all  her  fancies  $  he  then 
took  a  glafs  of  wine,  and  .drank  to  her; 
defiring  her  to  pledge  him  v  now  thfrthe 
confenting  to,  and  thereby  drinking  the 
dofe  he  had  prepared  for  her,  fcafrce  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  had  pafled  before  /be 
was  too  faft  afleep,  he  told  us,  to  give  the 
teaft  farther  difturbance  till  morning* 
then  ordering  her  to  be  conveyed  up 
flairs,  and  gently  laid  in  bed,  he  would 
be  with  us  again  the  next  day,  he  foid  ; 
but  fuch  a  group  of  confafion  as  we  re- 
prefented  is  unconceivable  *  though  I  muft 
fay,  that  I  could  not  yet  find  out  the  leaft 
foundation  for  it. 

Having  laid  the  old  lady  into  her  bed, 
and  appointed  a  fervant  to  fit  up  with  her, 
we  went  down  to  fopper,  which  wa^  no 
fooncr  ended*  than  a  debate  arofe  between 

my 
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my  brother  and  me,"  concerning  myfe. 
ther**  letter.  I  was  fo  curious  for  prcv 
ceeding  through  its  whole  contents,  as  to 
defire  Mm  to  itad  themr  over  to  myfelf 
and  my  fitter*  for  that,  I  told  him,  I 
had  feen  him  pot  the  letter  into  his  poc- 
ket }  fo  fooo  43  by  my  mother's  diforder, 
Ike  had  interrupted  his  farther  application 
»it. 

He  confcflcd  that  he  had  it  *  but  as  it 
was  delivered  to  htm  by  his  mother,,  with 
intent  that  it  might  be  read  in  her  pre* 
fence*  he  apprehended  it  would  be  loch 
a  breach  of  the  confidence  (ha  had  repofcf* 
rn  him,  he  Jaid,  fcoald  be  take  upon  hie 
to  expofc  it  in  her  abfence,  as  he  would 
by  no  means  confent  ta  He  hoped*  hi* 
mother  would  find  JrerfeJf  another  oca" 
tare  by  mornings  and  poffibly  fiinnit  ta 
her  fate  with  nobrecompofurc  than  at  tfce 
firftfcockpf  it 

It  is  inconceivable  to  me,  faid  I,  what 
fate,  what  fhock  you  can  mean,  fave  tb* 
chimerical  fancies  people  can  abound  witfe 
from  the  iflfoes ,  of  their  own  brains* 
which  once,  having  fet  up  as  their  ftand- 
ard,  norcaibn,  reflefition,  or  confident 
tion  is  to  be  admitted,  however  jpft  o* 
formidable,  that  tends  in  the  lead  to  fh& 
fobverfion  of  thrk  whkns*  or  reducing 

thert^ 
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them  to  a  fallible  way  of  thinking  r  for* 
added  I,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
from  all  you  have  already  read  to  us,  na 
fingle  word  or  fenrence  of  my  father's  is 
declaratory  of  undoing,  or  any  thing 
Kke  it. 

He   has  met  with  feme    foil,   that's 
plain ;  but  it  may  be  in  fomewhat  infigni- 
ficant*  which  has  (b  far  perplexed  him, 
that  Hke  mamma,    without  aiming  to 
re&ify  it,  he  has  given  way  to  his  rage, 
till  it  has  overpowered  him  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, as  to  have  perverted  his  recolle&ioa 
j     far  ftating  his  cafe  reafonably  \  this  has 
i-  made  him  run  on  inconfiftently ;  but  that 
man  muft  be  faid  to  be  undone,  becaufe 
5  has  given  too  much  way  to  his  pafiion, 
aconfcqucnce  by  no  means  deducible 

Ifrom  it ;  nor  doubt  I,  but  if  he  cools  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  his  letter,  we  (hall  (till 
kear  of  bis  returning  with  vaft  riches. 
This,  added  I,  is  my  firm  opinion  of  the 
fc|  tatter ;  for  could  I  find  caufe  for  contrary 
fcntiments,  none  of  you  could  bewail  the 
i4  misfortune  comparably  to  myfelf,  as  no 
^  one  elfe  would  have  equal  rcafon  for  it. 
My  fifter  is  amply  presided  for  let  what 
till  happen ;  mamma  is  in  years,  and  a 
little  may  fervc  her  turn  *  but  I  am  ju  ft 
entering  upon  life,  with  the  finrft  of  prof- 
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peAs  before  me,  which,  (hould  they  fcft 
me,  after  my  heart  has  been  fo  Jong  fixed 
upon  them,  I  queftion  whether  I  could 
farvive  the  difappointment. 

Mamma  having  flept  well  all  night, 
waked  very  compofedly  in  the  morning, 
when  the  apothecary  gave  her  a  draught 
tor  exhilarating  her  fpirits,  which  kept 
]fcr  pure  calm  and  eafy :    fo  that  being  all 
collected  for  breakfaft,  the  tea  things  were 
fcarce  removed,    before  mamma  of  her 
own  accord,  afked*  what  was  become  of 
my  father's  letter  ?  •  .-•   ; 
"  My  brother  replied,  it  was  in  his  poc- 
ket ready  to  be  produced  to  her  order. 
She  alked  him,   what  farther  account  my 
father  had  given  of  his  affairs?  To  which 
my  brother  replied,  that  neither  himfelfi 
nor  any  one  cife  had  Teen,  or  heard  a  fyU 
lable  of  it,  more  than  herfelf,  nor  ever 
fhould,  without  her  leave  and  approbation  $ 
nay,  he  faid,  that  if  ftie  would  be  perfuad* 
cd  by  him,  no  one  fliould  farther  examintf 
the  contents  of  it  5  fince  be  they  what  they 
would,  it  could  not  be  long  before  my  fa* 
ther  would  beprefcnt  to  confirm  them  him* 
fclf  •,  which  would  be  more  fati$fa&oryy  than 
luch  a  medley  of  confuted  fentences  as  the 
letter  wasjnade  up  with,  anfwering  no  0- 
ther  end  than  to  excite  furmifcs,  which  k 

would 
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would  be  impoffible  to  afcertain  for  fads, 
without  his  own  aid  to  unriddle  them. 
■'  Mamma  dreading  what  was  to  enTue  ; 
for  the  fake  of  her  own    peace  of  mind, 
feemed   to  give  into  my  brother's  way  of 
thinking,  and   fo  did  my   fitter :    info- 
much,  that  without  afking  me,  my  bro- 
ther faid,  he  would  fecure  it  in  his  efcru- 
tore,  to  be  produced  when  occafion  fliould 
require  it. 
This  flight,   as  I  took  it  for,  nettling 
ie  prodigioufly;   methinks!  fir,  faid  1, 
one  of  my  father's  family,  I  may  have 
•ne  right,  cither  to  a  fight  of  the  letter, 
at  kaft  to  confent  to  its  ftcretion  •,  and 
pe  it  feems  to  be  denied  to  me,  as  a 
fpn  in  ypur  efteem  too  infignificanr,  for 
ler  my  diflent  or  aflent ;  to  convince 
my  thoughts  are  the  contrary,  I  de- 
niand  a  fight  of  this  letter,  and  let  me  fee 
*ho,  fave  mamma  herfclf,  dares  to  refiife 
ittn*.  v  ;  I;-- 

You  feem  in  a  paflion  mifs,   fetd  my 
^        :her.  *I  mean  not  to  preclude  ^otrthe 
U%htof  the  letter  j  what  I  propofed  was, 
ivoid  more  confufion.     You  are  wel- 

Iwme  to  the  letter  by  Gamma's  leave  to 
perufe,    and  would  have  been  fo,  upon 
ftcwing  the  leaft  inclination  to  it,  without 
ring  yourfeff  fuch  airs. 

Mamma 
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Mamma  confenting,  I  took  if,  and  go- 
ing on  where  my  brother  had  left  off,  had 
fuch  a  prepoffeffion  of  mind  upon  me,  that 
I  had  fatisfied>myfelf+  I  ftiould  meet  with 
fome  thing  that  would  place  my  former 
arguments  in  a  fuperior  light  to  theirs* 
when  I  might  even  laugh  at  them  for  their 
child ifti  fufpicions:  fo  that  I.fet  about  it 
with  an  unfual  alacrity,  fmiling  as  I  pro* 
ceeded  at  my  father's  rant,  which  was 
continued  in  the  following  words. 

» 

"  The  fubfeription   arofe  apace.  — — 

Well !  perifli  all  the  reft  ; while  that 

(lands  by  me,        ■   I  am  made  for  ever* 

I'll  fell  at  five  hundred. Ithail 

have  an  immenfe  fortune  to  retire  with. 

Funwel J ! O  \  that  fiend  of  hell  1 

1  ■  O  t «— —  Furiwell  perfuaded  me  to 
ftay  a  few  days.  ■  ■  ■  Down  it  went.*-— 
Hot  a  groat  but  my  principal.  — —  That 
will  never  pay  half  my  contra&s.-— -Not 
a  foftfe  more  to  be  gained  by  any  thing. 
— —  O  wife !  thy  hufband  is  locked  op 

in  the  Poukiy  prilbn  j  —  ruined, 

undone,  — —  No  friend  to  affift,  — —  of 
Ave  pounds  left  ta  help  myfelf." 

ljuft  fupportjed  my  fpirits  thus  far, 

when  catling  the  paper  into  {be  air,  after 

4  tearing 
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tearing  it  Into  a  thoufand  pieces,  I  kt  up 
a  fcream,  which  the  agitation  of  my  work- 
ing paffions  forced  me  fo  long  to  continue 
under*  that  what  became  of  me ;  how  it 
ended  j  where  I  was ;  or  what  I  was  \  I 
was  wholly  ignorant. 

This  threw'  mamma  and  filler  under 

fuch  circumftances  of  horror,  as  were  afto- 

nilhing,  fas  I  have  fince  heard}  and  much 

the  more  fo,  for  that  they  could  neither 

force  a  word  from   me  relative  to   the 

caufe  of  it*  or  from  the  colle&ed  frag- 

lents  of  the  paper,  make  out  the  leaft  fyl- 

tble  of  what  had  happened  v  for  I  had 

paratcd  them  altrioft  as  fine  as  atoms. 

Few  people  under  the  uncertainty  of  the 

kodus  of  evils,  confine  their  thoughts  of 

em  to  the  leaft  denomination  *  and  this 

\s  the  very  cafe  of  my  mother  and  fitter* 

d  from  the  vehemence  of  my  paffions, 

aid  imagine  nothing  too  tremendous  to 

iptue  them  to  :  fo  that  they  would  have 

r«ed  each  with  a  limb  to  have  had  the 

ferufual  of  the  cataftrophy,  which  mult,  as 

they  judged,  have  been  of  the  moft  m*» 

Igpant  nature,  to  have  fobdaed  a  girl  of 

toy  vivacity,  and  driven  me  to  fuch  a  ftate 

,of  defperation. 

Ia-fliort,  after  making  every  txperir 
Stent,  both  by  themfelves,  and  fevcral  of 
*  "    .    .  '  the 
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the  faculty  of  phyfic  that  could  be  it 
ed  by  them  all  ;  I  was  under  confin 
to  a  dark  chamber,  with  two  perfon 
ftantly  to  attend  me  left  I  (hould  d 
myfelf;  having  once  or  twice  atter 
it,  by  fuch  inftruments  of  death,  \ 
been  fuffered  within  my  reach.  Nay 
receiving  the  conftant  attendance  c 
doftors  for  a  month,  or  fix  weeks, 
by  them  deemed  incurable,  and  pu 
under  a  regimen,  to  keep  me  as  1 
poflible;  they" giving  it  as  their  opii 
if  that  would  not  by  degrees  redu 
to  my  fenfes,  it  was  paft  their  fkiil 
ferviceable  to  me  \  and  in  this  condi 
remained  for  near  fix  months. 

But  to  return  to  my  ftory  where 
off.  It  was  feveral  days  before  mama 
filler  could  hold  up  their  heads ;  it  h 
been  my  brother's  poll,  for  the  mof 
to  preach  refignation'  to  the  decr< 
providence  to  them ;  till  at  leng 
brought  them  by  degrees  to  a  fubm 
to  whatever  (hould  prove  the  lot  c 
family ;  but  fcarce  could  either  he  < 
fitter  prevail  with  mamma  for  poftp 
her  journey  to  town  till  (he  fhould 
hear  from  my  father  ;  (he  infilling 
he  had  not  only  at  the  beginning  c 
letter  wi(hed  for  her,  but  poffibly  i 
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have  enjoined  her  the  journey,  or  have 
given  her  directions  for  her  behaviour,  ei- 
ther before  or  upon  her  arrival ;  all  which 
flie  muft  be  deprived  the  knowledge  of 
by  my  raftinefs  in  deftroying  the  letter. 

My  brother  afiured  her  it  was  his  opi- 
nion, that  if  what  (he  fufpe&ed  was  any 
part  of  the  contents  of  that  letter,  my  fa- 
ther not   feeing  her  as  he   muft  expert, 
would  forthwith  write  her  another,  which 
flie  might  comply  with  efR&ually ;  and 
that  it  his  wife  pleafed,  in  cafe  (he  muft 
I  neceffity  go,  both  he  and  (he  would  fee 
ler  fafe  thicher  in  his  coach  *,  where  at 
heir  arrival  he  might  be  better  able  to 
jiert  himftlf  to  his  father's  affiftance  in 
nany  refpe&s  than  fhe  herfelf  could. 

This  offer  of  my  brother's  proved  fo  a* 
;reeable  to  mamma,  not  only  from  her 
wn  commodity,  but  as  it  might  prove  of 
uch  utility  to  my  father  too,  that  flie  could 
>y  no  means  withfiand  it :  fo  that  under 
ul  the  patience  fhe  would  poflibly  com- 
nand,  fhe  waited  till  the  receipt  of  the 
following  letter. 
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William  Sm -ell,  efij; 

To  Mrs.  Margaret  Sm         ell, 

"  /^VUT  of  fight  out  of  mind,  my 

c<  \J  dear  ; but  it  had  not  been 

"  fo  with  mc,  had  you  been  con- 
c<  fined  to  a  loathfom,  dark  dungeon.' 
4C  ■  No,  no,  it's  plain  the  man  was 
•c  but  valued  for  his  money,  ■  now 
«*  that's  gone,  fink  or  fwim  it's  all  or" 
<c  to  you. 

*'  Can't  you    fee   amongft    my  ov 
c<  friends  in  the  country,  —  whether  ai 
<f  one  will  lend  me  a  thoufand  pound 
««.  —  I  have  had  an  offer  made   me 
"  compounding,  but  have  not  wherewi 
"  all.— -That  pimping  fcoundrel,   tf 
<c  Fun  well;  —  O!  how   a  man  may 
"  overfcen!  has  undone  me  by  bubbl 
"  as  they  are  ndw  called.  — - 1  paid  tl 
"  villain  near  an  hundred  thoufand  pour 
ic  for  what  is  not  worth  a  groat.  —  A 
"  he  charges  me  with  near  thirty-f 
cc  thoufand  pounds  more,  becaufe  th~"* 
"  are  nothing  worth,  he  fays,   and 
"  can  make  nothing  of  them.  —  Thar, 
"  calls  the  difference.— Now  where's 
*'  difference  between  a  thing  worth  no-Pi 

f  *  thin] 
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.  "  thing,  and  nothing  worth  ?  —  But  thi* 
**  I  am  to  pay  for. — I  am  in  the  Poultry 
w  prifon,  they  call  it ;  — though  poultry 
"  and  I  were  never  more  ftrangers  to  each 

*  other. — A  fellow  locks  me  up  every 
c<  right,— where,  if  there  fhoUld  be  a  fire 
"  before  morning,  I  muft  be  burnt  alive. 
"  —Never  man  led  fuch  an  heUilh  life  as 
V  we  do  here!  —  I  have  feveral  compa-- 

i     "  tiions  on  the  lame  account.  —  I  fhall 
"  foon  rot  here  if  not  released; —  I  want, 

*  methinks,  to  fee  you,  and  yet  don't 
*  come  to  no  purpofe. — You  may  think  I 
1  can't  keep  you  here  who  can  fcarce 
1  fupport  myfelf.  —*  If  you  can't  come, 
''  lend  me  Tome  money,  Tome  how,  or  I 
'  perifli.  —  lam  now  little   better  than 

when  at  large  as  to  that.  —  Here  I  pay 
much  for  a  little ;  there  I  have  paid  my 
all  for  nothing. -—I  wifc  I  coold  but 
hang  Funwell  •,  —  I  fhould  then  die 
content. 

"  You'll  find  it  hard  railing  athoufand 
pounds  if  my  neighbours  know  I  can't 
pay  them.— That  damned  fubfcription 
they  fay's  a  cheat :  fo  that's  all  gone.— 
But  I  am  told  by  a  man  that  knows  the 
law,  that  he'll  recover  my  eftate  for 
Ave  hundred  pounds.— He  Teems  cock 
fure.  —  But  where  muft  I  get  the  mo- 
"     '       '  •  •«  ney  ? 
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•*  ncy  ?  —  I  wilh  I  was  once -oat— 1 
u  a  great  deal  to  fay  about  Funwei 
<c  am  weary  of  complaining ;  —  fo  < 
"  you  will  do  what  you  can,  or  I 
"  foon  grow  diftra&ed. — Let  me  he; 
"  fee  you,  or  fomebody,  or  fomethir 

««  Your  loving  hufband, 

"  W.  Sm— E 

My  mamma  bore  the  reading  of  t 
bove  letter  to  her  by  my  brother,  wit 
more  temper  than  he  expe&ed ;  but 
fubjed  being  grown,  familiar  to  her, 
ture  could  not  recoil  fo  at  its  repeti 
as  at  the  firft  Ihock  of  the  difafter :  vfo 
he  having  finifhed  it,  they  fell  din 
upon  ways  ami  means  for  affording 
moft  fpeedy  relief  to  my  father's  foi 
circumftances. 

As  to  my  fearching  for  money  amo 
our  acquaintance,  faid  mamma,  wh 
there  of  our  late  friends  that  will  crec 
bankrupt  ?  For  my  own  parr,  added 
lean,  and  will  contrail  my  views  wi 
the  narroweft  fphere  to  ferve  my  hufba 
but  what  will  that  do  to  freeing  him  f 
his  confinement? 

:  I 


I 
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I  was  in  hopes,   madam,  laid  my  bro- 
thert  chat  I  had   before  laid  enough  to 
have  qualified   every  uneafinefi  of  youn 
upon  that  head,   as  well  as  perfonally  fo$ 
your  own  emolument ;  pleafe  therefore  to 
recoiled  that,  and  fpare  yourfclf  all  con* 
cern  about  whom  you  (ball  apply  to.    My 
purfe,  added  he,  is  at  your  command  for 
my   wife's  fake  *    fo  far  as  ten  thoufand 
pounds  will  be  of  ufe  to  my  father's  af- 
fairs, to  difcharge  him   from  durance  ; 
and  my  houfe  and  table  you  may  com- 
mand for  your  own  family :  then  fufier 
not  the  fortune  of  adventurers  to  dwell 
too  heavily  upon  thofe  brows,  that  it  (ball 
■  be  ray  future  concern  to  prcferve  in  fere- 
aity. 

It  you  approve  it,  added  he,  my  wife 

and  I  will  attend  you  to  London,  where* 

from  my  father's  own  relation,  we  will 

|  inform  ourfelves  the  word  of  every  thing  % 

nor  doubt  I  at  my  return  of  his  occupying 

,  a  corner  of  the  coach  with  us  ;  but  let  me 

"beg  one  favour  of  you,  that  you  would 

;Wfrain  from  every  the  leaft  reproachful 

hint  at  his  paft  condud.     He  has  meant 

p*cH,  but  it  has  failed  ;  nor  can  the  mod 

^cautious  of  us  promife  ourfelves  fuccefs  in 

aJJ  our  undertakings.    This  is  a  gift  be* 

-Vol.  I,  I  yond 
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yond  our  powers,  the  means  only  reftmg 
frithin  our  reach.  v 

*  Both  the  ladies  admired  his  generous 
way  of  thinking,  and  engaging  to  purfue 
his  diredtions,  they  fet  forwards  with  all 
fpeed  to  my  poor  father. 


CHAP.    XII. 

'  Mr.  Wrothlefs  vifits  Mr.  Sm *ell. 

.    Ladies  take  lodgings.     Frightened  at 

not  feeing  Mr.  Wrothlefs.  Surprized 
;  at  feeing  Mr.Sm—ell.  Mr.  Wroth- 
~   lefss  marriage     dif covered   to  Mr. 

Sm — — ell.  FunwfWs  way  of  bub- 
:    bling  Mr.  Sm ell.     Return  to  the 

country. 

THEY  arrived  in  London  on  the 
third  evening  of  their  travel,  and 
as  they  prefumed  their  ftay  might  be  fomq 
weeks  in  town  before  all  my  father's  af- 
fairs could  be  compleated  ;  they  purpofed 
only  to  lie  at  the  inn  they  put  up  at  for  the 
firft  night,  and  the  next  morning,  "after 
they  had  taken  a  genteel  lodging,  intend- 
ed to  vifu  my"  father. 

The 


•  *The  hearer  my  mother  approached 
hinl*  the  more  fhe  was  affe&ed  by  her 
srrand  :  fa  that  determining  with  heefelk 
that  fome  one  of  them  Ihould  fee  him 
firft  before  lhe  did,  that  a  fair  report  be- 
ing made  to  her  of  the  place  ihe  mttft  ex- 
pedi  to  find  him  in,  and  of  his  own  health 
and  condition ;  (he  hoped,  lhe  fliould  not 
be  fb  cad  down  by  the  vifit,  as  flie  (hould 
be  at  finding  matters  upon  fight,  poffibly, 
more  wretched  than  the  opinion  ihe  had 
harboured  of  them. 

i  She  informed  my  brother  of  her  indi- 
nation,  and  in  the  morning,  defiring  him 
to  addrefs  himfclf  to  my  father  alone, 
laid,  that  (he  and  my  filter 'would  in  the 
.  mean  while  look  out  for  their  lodgings. 

He  judged  it  beft  to  go  together ;  but 
her  reafon  foon  filenced  him :  fo  that  they 
but  juft  took  their  break  fafts  before  they 
fiarted ;  he  to  my  father's  quarter**  and 
the  ladies  in  fearch  of  an  apartment. 
V     Thefe  had  foon  finifticd  their  bufineft, 

•  and  were  now  returned  to  their  inn,  in 
border  to  difpatch  away  their  baggage  by 
-their  fervants,  to  the  lodging  they  had  ta- 

•  ien ;  where  they  purpofed  to  lie  that 
flight;  but  npw,  never  crept  moments 
more  (lowly  than  till  my  brother's  return 
10  them  again, 

I  z  They 


'   They  had  waited  till  dinner  lime  with* 
out  befpeaking  any,    being   unrefolved 
what  account  he  might  bring  them,  or 
whether  they  might  not  be  obliged  to  dine 
with  my  father ;  but  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening  being  come,   my  mamma,  who 
had  accuftomed  herfelf  to  the  exa&eft  re- 
gularity in  eating ;  what  with  the  want  of 
her  dinner,  and  the  turbulency  of  her  co- 
gitations relative  to  my  father,  grew  fo  . 
iick,  as  obliged  them  to  look  out  for  that 
meal ;  when  little  being  left,  fo  late,  io 
tlie  houfe,    fome  fifh  were  dreflcd,  ancl  V 
they  went  to  dinner.  ■ 

It  was  near  fix  o'clock  before  they  arofe 
from  the  table ;  my  fifter  having  for  fome 
hours  been  ready  to  die  away  with  fear, 
left  any  accident  fhould  have  befallen  her 
-  hufband  %  but  had  not  once  dared  to  let 
mamma  fee  the  lead  token  of  it,  left  " 
(hould  diftrad  herfelf  with  frelh  < 
meras. 

Day  light  was  now  (hut  in,  when  xaf 
fitter's  vexations  grew  fo  mafterlefs,  thtf 
(he  feared  fbe  could  fupport  underwent 
no  longer;  the  fole  ftay  whereon  (he  reft 
ed  being  this,  that  her  hufband  being  far 
from  a  flranger  in  town,  might  probaWjf 
have  fallen  into  the  company  of  fome 
his  former  afibciates,  with  whom  he  wouk 
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be  obliged  to  fpend  the  evening';  butthet* 
rcfle&ing,  that  he  .would  alfo  be  obliged 
to,  break  through  the  bounds  he  had  dint- 
ed himfelf  to  of  his  pint  a  day,  which 
from  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  her, 
he  had  never  once  exceeded ;  end  that  ank 
inlet  being  once  made  into  a  vicious courfe, 
it  would   but    prove    a  precedent    for 
future  exceffcs  •,   (he  was  almoft  delirious. 
The  clock  had  now  ftruck  ten,  when 
able  to  endure  it  no  longer  5  dear  madam, 
fetd  flie,  what  muft  we  do  in  this  xhlem- 
tna  ?  I  durft  not  go  to  our  lodging  left 
Mr.  Wrothlefs  fhould  come  in  our  ab- 
fence,and  not  know  where  to  find  us ,  nor 
can  we  tarry  here  to  the  disturbance  of 
our  landlady's  family,  without  giving  her 
*me  aflbrance,  either  that  we  fliall,  or 
iall  not,  come  to  her  to  night. 
Mamma  would  have  fent  a  fervant  to 
:cufe  their  coming  till  next  day  5  but  the 
try  thought  of  that  brought  fuch  horrors 
pon  my  lifter's  mind,  with  regard  to  my 
tocher's  lafety,  whom  (he  now  feared  to 
e  fallen  into  fome  mifehfef,  as  poffibly, 
Abed  and  abufed,  or  fo  ftunned  by  fome 
low,  as  neither  to  be  capable  of  walking 
te,  or  dire&ing  whether  he  fhould  be 
ight  to  •,  that  had  not  at  that  inftant, 
feet  of  fome  perfons  been  heard  by 
I  3  h* 
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her  upon  the  fairs,  and  the  voice,  as  fte 
thought  of  her  hufband,  (he  had  certainly 
fallen  into  fits,  (he  was  under  fuch  a  bitter 
conftidt  of  her  fpirits. 

:  The  enfuing  moment,  the  chamberlain 
tifhering  my  brother  into  the  room,,  her 
fpirits  recovered  their  vigour  >  but  a  fight 
of  my  father  at  his  heels,  had  well  nigh 
deftroyed  both  the  ladies. 

Their  joy  being  paft  all  endurance, 
threw  them  both  into  fuch  a  frefh  courfe 
of  weeping,  at  they  were  not  for  along 
time  to  be  reclaimed  from.  My  father, 
felling  upon  the  neck  of  mamma,  whilft 
my  brother  oonfoled  his  wife  under  the 
affurance,  that  he  had  been  fo  ferioufly 
employed  ever  fince  he  left  her  m  nego- 
tiating my  father's  difcharge,  as  not  to 
have  enjoyed  jhe  leaft  fpare  moment  fofc 
refreftiing  himfelf,  by  bit  or  fup,  fince  his 
breakfaft.  > 

The  rejoicing  of  each  was  fo  abundant* 
and  fo  tfaany  qwfcftiofis  were'to  be  demand- 
ed, and  refponfes  given  to  thenar ;  tha* 
considering  the!  rieceffity  of  a  good  topped 
for  the  gentlemen,  and  the  time,:  bott* 
that,  and  th^it  dialogues  would  confume?* 
they  concluded  upon  taking  up  their  reC* 
at  the  ih».  for  that  night>  and,  fenc  wor*^ 
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0  their  lodging,  they  fhould  ndt  be  tbeif 
ill  next  day. 

My  brother  perceiving  mammal  im- 
jatience  for  diving  into  the  myftery  of  all 
•hat   had  paffed  y  entreated  her  to  with* 
nold  her  demands  till  the  morfow,  when 
Mr.  Sm — ell  (as  he  ftill  called  him,  hav* 
ing  not  yet  informed  the  old  gentleman 
of  his  marriage  with  my  fitter)  would  be 
more  at  leifure  for  dwelling  upon  parti- 
culars: for  after  {9  tedious  £  reparation  as 
had  been  between  thfcm,  dieir  hearts  muft 
abound  with  too  many  tendemeflfes  for  in- 
terruption by  ftory-telling  that  night. 
..  This  my  feher-Qonfeflipg  to  be  too  much 
his  cafey  drew  maxima  tp  his  lap,  and  kif* 
fed  hen,  exprqffing'  at  the  fame  time  fuel* 
a  fbndneCj,  as  Righted  mafnma  in  no 
mearv degree  *  nor  obferving  what  fport 
they  were  at*   could  my  brother  refrain 
from  the  like  exercife. 

J4y  father  fpyin&thisi  and  amaied  at 

my  ;fifter*3  admitting  him  to,  fiichftec* 

xbini*  a*  ihe  had  ever  before  denied  him  * 

jogged    mamma   to  take  notice  of  itv 

;Well  t  ipy  dear, Jaid  (he»  and ..  have  you 

any  thing  to  objeft  againft  every  man  kit 

fing  his  own  wife.  * 

ovWifeK  child,  repHed  tfty  father,  nor 

*%  thatdfcy'fcpaft.    She  might  afluredly 

I  4  have 


have  beenfo,  but-*-  my  love,  laid  mamma,' 
(he's  an  old  married  woman,  almoft  fit  to 
be  a  mother  by  this  time,  ImpoSible! 
j&id  he.  Its  fait,  faid  mamma,  and  had 
bat  poor  Polly  as  good  an  hufband,  I 
Jhould  ft  ill  count  myfelf  an  happy  wo* 
man* 

My  father  then  quitting  mamma,  and 
embracing  my  fitter ;  Is  what  my  wife 
tells  me  true  ?  Child,  faid  he,  are  you  fo 
happy,  as  to  be  the  wife  of  my  deareft, 
beft  of  friends,  Mr.  Wrothlefs  ? 

My  fitter  acknowledging  (he  was,  and 
at  the  fame  time  begging  pardon  for  en- 
gaging in  fuch  an  affair  without  his  con* 
tent  and  notice*  they  both  begg'd  his 
bleffing,  which  he  gave  them ;  adding, 
Chat  Mr.  Wrothlefs  had  already  given 
him  his  life  that  day  ;  but  then  had  efta* 
blifhed  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Mamma  wondered  at  Mr.  Wrothlefs 
filence  to  her  hufband,  having  been  fo  many 
hours  with  him  that 'day,  flie  faid  ;  but 
he  aflured  her,  he  had  been  fufficientiy  en- 
gaged to  prevent  it ;  nor  would  he  have 
mentioned  it  till  next  morning,  had  not 
his  fondnefi  for  his  dear  wife  betrayed 
him. 

They  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  even- 
ing in  mutual  delights,  fo  far  as  the  weight 

upon 
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opon  my  father's  heart  would  admit  of,  till ; 
bed  time ;  and  the  next  day  mamma  gain- .' 
ed  the  fulfilling  of  her  inclination,  from  a 
detail  of  my  father's  ftranfaflions  fince  he 
had  been  in  totfn. 

He  had  already  informed  her  of  his  ac-\* 
[juaintance  with  Mr.  Funwell,  as  how  it 
:ommenced  and  proceeded  till  the  fale  of 
his  eftate ;   for/  faid  Ae/  that  ,00  time ; 
might  be  loft,  he  proraifcd  to  procure  nie*  v 
upon  his  own  chdir,  a  vaft  parcel  of  whitr 
I-  have  fince  known  by  the  name  of  btfbblev 
DO  be  paid  for  atfuch  a  day,  at  fudi  a  price, 
which  was  vaftly  exceeding  what  they  then,, 
fold  for,  sis  I  have  fince  djfeovered  5  and 
this  vas  upon  pretencbof  foriie  private  in- 
telligence  he  had,   that  they  would' be 
— e  valuable  than  what  I  was  to  pay  for  [ 
fc;  and  When  the  eftate  came, to  be 
he   received   the    purchafe-mbney 
elf,  on  pretence  of  paying  f<V  thefe 
>les.    Farther,   then  pretending  the'1 
to  be  deficient  in  payment,  h$  Want- } 
bill  of  fale  of  all  my  good's  in  the 
ry,  as  an  indemnity  to  him  for  what 
he  (hould  advance  for  me ;  but  hang 
*  ought  that  h&d  but  an  ill  look  with  * 
.J  fo  I  told  him ;  upon  which  ht  put 
'  nth,  he  fcorned  to  afk  any  thing  6t  [ 
He  had  fuch  an  efteem  for  as  myieff, 
I  5  thar1 
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that  fhould  in  any  fbape  feem  difagreeabfe 
to  me  •,  therefore,  that  it  only  might  ap- 
pear in  cafe  of  deaths  that  fuch  a  tranfao 
tion  had  pafled  between  us,  he  would  in- 
fiftupon  no  more  than  a  warrant  of  attor- 
ney tor  the  money. 

I  looked  upon  this  as  fuch  a  trifling 
thing,  added  he,  that  I  gave  it  to  his 
lawyer  forthwith  \  but  fince  I  have  been 
confined,  have  found  what  I  efteemed  fuch 
a  trifle,  to  have  been  arming  him  with  the 
irtoff  defperate  weapon  I  could  put  into  a 
rdfh  man's  hand;  it  flaying  by  furprize, 
withoutrany  notice  of  the  danger. 

He  advifed  pie  to  fell  my  South  Sea  at 
feven  hundred,1  when  I  fhould  have  a  fund 
capkble  of  doing  what  I  pleafed  with,  and 
carrying  all  the  world  before  me-,  and 
that  I  might  have  the  lefs  trouble  of  at- 
tehding,  and  fubje&ingmyfelf  to  be  pref- 
fed  to  death  by  tjie  multkide  in  the  height 
o?  the Jiours  of  transfer ;  he  perfuaded  tf* 
to  transfer  all  my  ftock  to  nis  name,  to 
foon  as  the  books  were  open  one  morning* 
arid  then  he,  could  negotiate  it  as  occafiofl  . 
ihpuld  offer  without  me. 

;TJiisIdjd,  faid  my  fatherland  had 
daily  accounts,  both  from  his  memory* 
and  what  he  read  to  me  out  of  his  great- 
book,  as  big  as  our  church  book  of  ma?~ 

tyr*> 
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tyrs,  of  the  prodigious  quantities  of  one 

thing  or  other  that  he  had  purchafcd  for 

me  5  but  I  never  faw  any  of*  the  things, 

lave  in  a  drawer  or  two,  which  he  would 

now  and  then  draw  half  out,  and  point  to 

me  how  vaftly  they  were  encrcafing  ;  but 

I  very  weH  remember,  that  upon  going  to 

overlook  them  one  day,  hold!  hold*  m& 

6e,  they  are  all  numbered  and  figured} 

therefore  (hould  you  by  chapce  difplacje  inf 

of  them,  I  may  have  a  month's tirrit  to iperid 

in  redtifying  them,  and  my  books,  to  tmte 

them  tally:  ip  that  the  affair  confiftin£of 

ltoch  nicety,  I  never  once  attempted  itl'i 

Now  this  alfb  finee  toy  iorifittehfc&t.  I 

fiave  been;  i!nade  to,  belifcye^is  aj!  a  elicit?  V 

St  being  much  queftiotied  by  manf  ©Im* 

companions  tjhere,  and  thofefenfible  mefr, 

tome  of  them  top,  whether  he  ever,  bought 

txie  atiy  thing  at  ill  cwfth:  jny  Wbnw. 

However^  he  pretended,  when  I  CaiWtb 

Mft ^  lfi^£to%nsfertoy  br^jMf  Rock 

$  me, :  that  hierhad  fold;  it,  ahcretaj^d 

^e^ihoney  in  xhb  fb&tff  :ful$fcfipliqh¥^ 

^cipts,  and'fevera!  othSF  then  put£hafebfe 

^mddiifcs^hi^^ 

%4rft;th&  r^fced -oFWruSf^ 
JM  ftfl:4hbrt  fyfire  thbfa1  ppWffi, 
Wmak^good  ip  Him  the^rf^ment^tte 
fob-  iind^;%f  ^'dSSrtiSfe5 oP1  am* 
I  6  pur- 


\ 


•    ". '  VyTfi 


I  180] 
purchafed  on  my  account,  and  to  which  he 
was  liable. 

This  you'll  fay*  addecji  my  father,  was 
very  hard  lines  ;  but  the  next  day,  hav- 
ing heard  at  a  coffee -houfe  I  ufed,  that  no 
one  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  dif- 
ference of  (hares,  which,  they  could  not 
reap  any  profit  frpm ;  I  (formed  and  raged, 
and  again*  infilled  upon  the  money  that 
my  fubfcriptjjQn  would  (ell  for,  offering 
myfelf  to  ftand  engaged  for  the  difference 
of  the  bubbles. 

,  Now,  what  a  trick  do  you  think  be 
had  to  play  me  for  this  ?  faid  my  father, 
-yrhy  truly,  I  ^ra$  to  give  my  notes  for 
differences  to  two  or  three  of  his  own 
gang,  as  I  have  fince  difcovered  them  to .+ 
be,  and  my  fubferiptions  were  to  be  made  ^ 
.good  to  meihe  next  day.  Weill  I  per-  ^ 
}QTznt&  my  part  to  four  thoufand  fix  hun- 
^dr^d  ppunp  y^luc, /hoping  from  them  to  , 
Jiave  difch^rged  the  inaui^brance  of  my  * 
jnotes  ;  but  after  three  days  fearch  for  Fuiv 
well,  I  was  credibly  informed,  that  be 
Was  in  Holland  by  that  time;  and  whilft 
J  was  ft  111  endeavouring  after  farther  (atis* 
faitiou  in  that  point,  I  was  furprized,  fe* 
cured,  itnprifoned,  and  detained  in  tb* 
JPoultry  upon  my  notes;  where  Had  it nf* 
been  for  my  fon-ia-law,  I  muft  have  lai^1 


till  1  had  ftarved  *  but  acquainting  hinu 
that  my  creditors  ha^offerjed  to  compound 
their  demands  for  a  crown  in  the  pound  $ 
he  never  left  the  purfuit  till  be  had  clear- 
ed me,  paid  my  fees,  andLdelivered  ine. 

v  As  for  what  relates  to  myfelf,  added  he, 
1  meant  it  for  my  family's  good,  and  muft 
acquiefcc  to  fuch  Tape  as  has  befallen  me  j 
but  as  to  my  children  an3  you,,  my  dear^ 
I  ^balinpyer  believe  I  have  fiifficiendy  la- 
mented my  folly  to  my  dying  day.  You 
muft  needs  all  look  upon  me  as  your  undoer, 
Jbut  believe  me !  I  have  proved  fo,  invo- 
luntarily, and  hope,  time  will  iqfqfe  the 
feme  fentiments  into  you  all.  : 

!  Mamma  told  him,  he  feemed  in  one  of 
Uiis  letters  to  have  hopes  that  his  eftate  was 
-recoverable  v  but  he  replied,  that  fince 
-ihe  impofition  he  had  fuffered  under,  he 
-4wcw  rjot  w,hom  totruft;  and  as  the  per- 
^ipttwho  ivad  been  fo  fanguine  in  the  affair, 
-,-an4  had  m^dc  out  his  cafe  fo  plaufibly, 
Mjoula  infift  upon  five  hundred  pounds 
[  4own,  that  be  might  never  be  obliged  to 
fiand  dill  in  the  fuit  for  want  of  cam ;  he 
greatly  fufpe^ed,  that  (hould  he  be  able  to 
^p  the  money,  dip  next  news  he  jhould 
Bqlt  of  him,  would  be;  from  Holland  too  : 
&j$at  neither  knowing  what  to  do,  or 
•|w  to  truft,  he  bad ;  drop t  all  thoughts  of 
.  s. .  t  'til 
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|iis  effate  again;  bat  he  grew  fo  melan* 
cbolly,  cried,,  and  made  fuch  daily  la- 
ttieffttarion  fot;  what  hi  had  done,  that 
ftiamma,  w^o  at  firft  could /fcarce  ftifle 
her  refentment,  combaffionatingf  his  far- 
rows, had'  foon  .work  enough  upon  hec 
hands,  by  foothing  his  anguifh  all  in  her 
pow^r,  to+eftore  liim  to  any  degree  of 
tranquility.  ' 

We  removed  the  fame  day 'to*  our  lodg- 
ings, when,  as  we  had  taken  them  by  the 
week,  and  a  week's  notice  to  quit  them, 
we  were  obliged  to  hold  them  For  a  fort- 
night;  nor  had  we  theleaft  notion  at  firft 
of  my  father's  affiurs  beiogfo  foon  fettled; 
but  now  they  were  fo,  mamma  ipqyedfor 
quitting  the  town  as  foon  as  poflible,  by 
rcalbn  of  the  expence  it  put  Mr.  Wroth- 
lefs  to  5  but  his  lady  having  never  feea 
Lojhdon^ before,  he  refolved  at  leaft  to 
tarry  their  time  ouv  that  he  might  flfe* 
fed*  whatever  was  remarkable*  norjiadhe 
fairly ( led  her  through  the  whole  ftringof 
rarities,  curiofities,  and  amufemertts,  till 
lthcy  had  fully  compleated  a  month  there :; 
'when  aH  things  t>eingL  prepared  fdf  the? 
Return;  including  an,  infinite  iha^offinf  f 
:ry  fotr  my  f^er,%hich;flie  a$  loudly  ei- 
;claimfed'  adrift/  as  my*  brother  infilled 
^pdhpreMng  her  v^fthrtlfcy' tote  mate 
*-:t  reftored 
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reftored  my  poor  father  to  his  native 
country  again  *  but  the  con fufion  that  ever 
overfhadowed  his  brow  afterwards  ^at  hia 
inability  to  appear  as  he  had  done;  and: 
the  conftant  uneafinefs  that  his  mind  fu£: 
tained  for  the  difficulties,  his  incautious 
behaviour  had  introduced  to  his  family, 
preyed  fo  violently  upon  his  fpirits,'as  in 
lefs  than  twelve  months  to  carry  him  off 
the  ftage  of  life,  broken  hearted. 


c  ha  p.  xin. 

Humane  behaviour  of  Mr.  Wrothkfs* 

\  Death  of  Mr.  ana  Mrs.  Sm — — elk 

Tolly  recovers,    RefeSiions  on  her 

Tollies,     fakes  a  new  courfe.    PqU 

fys  tpjle  for  happinefs.    jfafaered 

h  ^  ffler-  ^k**  9ne  P*#y  kvei 
where  one  dent  like*,  jirguments 
pre  and  eon* 

IT  can  fcarce  be  conceived,  how  affect 
tionat^Iy  my  brother  behaved  towards 
my  father  and  mother  after  their  return  " 
to  fits  houfe  >  fcven  exceeding  a  child  to  his 
tf*o  parents.  He  befoughtthem  to  want 
for  nothing  %  nay,  even  ^icvented  their 
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ycry  wifbei,  where  he  could  form  bat  1 
feaft  notion  of  an  inclination  in  either 
them;  and  leaft  they  fhould  be  too  n 
in  their  way  of  thinking,  andfecretfn 
his  knowledge  what  might  be  acceptab 
he  gave  a  peculiar  charge  to  my  fifl 
either  to  fumiQi  them  from  her  own  pui 
which  he  fupplied  from  time  to  tii 
very  CQnfiderabty,  or  never  to  fail  ; 
quainting  him,  with  whatever  (he  mi{ 
but  furmife  would  be  grateful  to  them  : 
that  now,  having  no  other  concern  or  c 
upon  their  hands,  beyond  that  of  gra 
ful  returns  for  fuch  liberal  and  genen 
benefadbons,  they  might  both  have  . 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  in  the  p 
founded  eafe  and  ferenit'y,  could  but  tfi 
have  reduced  their  minds  to  an  acqui 
ence  with  their  cireumftances  ;  but  as 
laid  before,  my  father  laid  the  alterati 
of  his  condition  fo  nearly  to  his  -  h« 
,  that  he  died  within  the  twelve  mdni 
leaving  my  mamma,  whofe  conftitutk 
her  troubles  had  very  much  impaired, 
confolable  for  the  Ids  of  him  *  nor  fur 
ved  flic  him  many  months. 

By  frequent  applications*  and  the  m 

ingenious  treatment  in  my  fitter's  fami 

where*  both  by  her  own,  and  my-b 

v  Cher's  content*  I  was  as  much  miftreG 

heri 
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herfelf,  in  almoft  every  refpe£*  I  at 
length  had  fhaken  off  my  delirium,  and 
was  tolerably  become  miftrefe  of  ipy  paf- 
fions ;  not  that  I  hereby  intend,  that  I 
could  patiently  fubmit  to  my  deftination; 
but  only  that  I  had  fubdued  the  intenfe 
working  of  them,  beyond  what  I  could 
myfelf  account  for,  and  was  able  to  form 
regular  conclufions  from  the  premifes  I 
fet  out  with,  though  thefe  were  in  them- 
felves  moftly  vitiated. 

1  was  now  admitted  about  the  houfe 

without  a  keeper,  and  by  degrees  vififed, 

«nd  received  company  with  my  fitter  *  bt)( 

yet  fo  far  from  coalescing  to  my  fate,  that 

•fcarce  a  day  paffed,  but  I  fpent  no  few 

-hours  by  myfelf  in  deploring  it;  till  havT 

^ing  wound  my  fpirits  up  td  little  lefs  thatl 

a  degree  of  madnefs  •,  nature  being  able  no 

longer  to  fupport  them  at  that  pitch,  they 

would  again  fubfide  within  the  cuftomary 

1  limits,  and  I  again  became  converfeblc;. 

What  lay  the  neareft  of  all  other  Jthiftgl 
to  my  heart  was*  that  I  ftoaki  be  fa  toe* 
"felted,  as  to  rqcd  thofe  lonrcrr,  who  had 
made  fuch  feemingly  candid  profeffions  to 
me  *  and  efpectally  Mr.  Lovewdl*  thafc 
f^hom  I  never  could  hare  fekiSked  a  morf 
fimtabk  perfon,  c*:to;  all  appearance  a  left 


^%ning. man,  from  his  whole'fck  >  OMi 

U^  .  *  whe 


who 
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who  would  have  taken  me  in  my  fethcrt 
abfence,  without  thd  leaft  concern,  or  ex- 
amination into  what  my  fortune  might 
I>rove,  or  whether  I  might  have  been  en- 
tided  to  any  or  not;  and  by  whom  I 
fhould  have  been  placed  ,at  the  head  of 
five  thoufand  a  year,  a  far  more  eligible 
poft  than  ever  my  fitter  could  expeft,  with 
the  unwholfome  debauchee  (he  was  linked 
to* 

O  f  would  I  fay,  haw  could  I  be  fuch 
an  ideot,  to  return  that  dear  man  his  pre- 
fent  with  fuch  a  iUftainful  air,  as  if  the 
donor  had  been  but  a  rubber  in  the  fta>~ 
ties  of  the  lady  of  quality  he  had  prefented 
kto?  What  mettle  .could  my>  heart  be. 
compofed  of,  that  for  the  hope  of  a  fupec- 
luicy  of  grandeur,  could  fo  fcurrioufly  a- 
feondon  the  man  rt  ■  held  adorable,?  Bat 
1  am  c  rightly  -ferved,  would  I  lay,  who 
tot  knowing  when  I  might  have  been  Jiap- 
pyy  tiocxnfrpwith  an  engaging  huibaml, 
^Mt^JVtn  every  temporal  adjcrndt  to  boot, 
ttift&in  ilk  vanity  of  my  ridiculous  afpii- 
tegs^  wjeft  an  offer*  whofe  like  can  never 
more  be  propofed  to  me  v  whilft  I  (h  .:  now 
Knges  on  a  deteftable  outcaft,  remarkable 
enly  for  my  own  «ndoingr  and  laughed  at  by 
the  man  who  would  have  gloried  in  me;iiil 
difintlded  to  every  female  bleffing,  I  grow 
/  agcd> 
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aged*  aodxontemptible,  both  in  the  eitoem 
of  his  and  my  own  fex ! 

The  chain  of  my  refle&ions  ufually  end* 

tug  here,  either  for  that  no  more  mifeiv 

abie  eftaie  could  be  devifed  by  m-%  or  be> 

caufe  I  could  no  longer  fuftain  the  anguMb 

foch-.rctrofpedlion  had  caft   me  into  5  I 

would  run 'raving  under  thepreffure  of  my 

fufferings;  talk  wildly,  and  aft  extrava^ 

gantly,  till  both  ftrength  and  fpirits  det 

nying  me  their  aid  to  proceed  upon,  I 

would  fall  down  upon  my  bed,  necefluat* 

ed  to  feeka  recruit  to  my  exhaufted  nature* 

by  reft  and  indolence;  which  generally 

terminating  in  dumber,  J  there  ulually  lay 

till  my  paft  fatigue  being  diffipated,  I  a* 

^Ise  compofed  and  fortified  after  fomc 

Iktlc  courfe  of  time,  for  renewing  my  tct 

feftions,   and  reverting  to  my  former 

feniy.  v         .  ' 

t  This  method,  daily  almoft.  recurring 

»  me,  had  reduced  me  to  little: naprp  tiaa 

fcin  and  bones  in  my  bodUy  fubftaace* 

!  and  to  ^  langour  in  my.cout*tenaaee*littl* 

,  captivating  to  the  male  world,  ftoaiytboti* 

imuft  have  ftill  my  whole  expectations  * 

for  that  a  fortuiiate  turn  of  one  of  theixt 

ffts  might  ft  ill  rectify  alt  paft  mtfau>; 

kl"  . .  •  ■■  l  -  *  .' ■  1 

Having 
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•     Having  no  other  hope  left  whereupon 
to  place  the  mod  (lender  dependence ;  as 
my  lifter  was  one,  who  bad  never  been 
over  craving,  either  of  company  at  home 
or  abroad,  wherein   I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity  of  difplaying  my  charms  to  the 
beau  monde;  though  I  wanted  for  no- 
thing, that  either  my  brother's  houfe  or 
cftate  could  afford  me ;  I  had  now  come 
to  a  refolution  of  quitting  it  fo  foon  as  I 
(hould  have  recovered  myfelf  a  little,  both 
in  my  flefh  and  floridity ;  and  with  my 
/mail  modicum  of  money,  that  was  left  6f  ft 
my  hundred  pounds,  and  a  fuperb  change 
of  garments  that  I  had  ftill  by  me,  to  lho# 
myfelf  amongft  the  men,  in  reliance  upon 
my  perfon  only,  for  the  advancement 
my  future  fortune  ;  but  as  this  was  en 
yet  a  rude  (ketch  of  my  thoughts,  wh'u 
time  and  confideration  were  to  matura 
into  a&ion,  I  was  in  no  over  hafte  in  tl 
ffiair  *  as  well  knowing  I  had  a  fevere  ta: 
•0  undertake,  without  which  my  perfoa 
endowments  would  advantage  me  but  lii 
tie  in  the  enterprize ;  and  this  was,  to  re- 
duce the  fubtil  workings  of  my  mind 
reasonable  calmnefe  and  complacency, 
fere  ever  either  my  body  would  be  invi- 
gorated^ or  my  complexion  reaffume  its 
footed  luftre.      This  therefore  I  deter^' 

mine* 
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foined  to  profecute  let  what  would  be  the 
iflue  of  it, 

I  had  but  little  affociated  with  my  filler 
of  late,  merely  from  the  envy  I  beheld 
her  with  5  for  deeming  myfelf  noways  her 
inferior,  I  could  not  bear  to  behold  her 
wallowing,  as  fhe  feemed  to  do,  in  every 
delegation  that  the  human  fpecies  was  ca« 
pable  of,whilft  my  whole  being  feemed  corn- 
pofed  butof  remorfe,  anxiety,  and  a  tremb- 
ling for  the  future  iflue  of  things 5  but  now 
-  I  had  determined  upon  trying  my  fate  in 
the  world,  I  found  it  would  be  more  than 
ever  neceflary  for  me  to  affume  a  new 
charadter,  and,  if  poflible,  to  gain  eafe  to 
my  mind  by  fociety  5  and  that  when  no 
oth$r  was  to  be  had,  with  my  fifter ;  only 
to  preferve  myfelf  from  my  pad  defpon- 
dency. 

I  wanted  a  companion  of  a  more 
fprightly  caft  than  my  fifter,  who  might 
hare  kept  my  fpirits  ever  on  the  wing  * 
whereas,  unlefs  I  began  upon  a  fubjedt, 
we  might  frequently  have  fat  filent  for  an 
whole  afternoon,  whilft  fhe  would  fit 
mufing  over  her  needle-work. 

One  day,  as  every  one's  head  abounds 
mo  ft  with  what  nearly  concerns  them,  I 
was  faying,  how  unfortunate  I  had  been 
in  life  from  the  mifconduft  of  my  father ; 

whilft 
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fchilft  (he  a  child  of  his,  equally  with  my* 
felf,  and  originally  alike  dependant  upon 
him  with  myfelf,  had  ftept  into  all  the 
high  life  imaginable,  and  feemed  to  re- 
quire  no  addition  to  her  happinefs. 

Perhaps!  faid  (he,  you  may  be  greatly 
miftaken  in  both  thofe  points:  for  what? 
If  you  lhould  be  placed  in  the  high  road 
to  happinefs,  whilft  I  abound  in  mifery? 

I  replied,  (he  might  make  a  What-if  of 
her  creed,  if  (he  pleafed  ;  but  it  would  be 
neverthelefs  true  for  that:  for  added  I, 
if  being  wedded  to  a  rich  hufband,  with 
free  licence  at   pieafure,    to  employ  his 
cafh  without  controul;  if  every  thing  ti 
a  woman  can  crave,    as  art  elegant  fa 
magnificent  equipage,   fervants  in  abu 
dance  at  your  command,  a  fumptuous  i 
ble,  and  being  your  own  miftrefs  in  eve*; 
thing  that  you  can  wi(h  for  or  require, 
with  an  hufband,  whom  I  have  often  heard 
you  confefs  a  regard  for  fuperior  to  alio- 
ther  men,  can  conftitute  happinefs  in  this 
life,  I  think,    I  cannot  be  faid   to  err, 
when  I  venture  to  pronounce  you  happyv 
any  more  than  I  can  miftake  my  mark, 
when  wanting  of  the  above  enjoyments,  1 
denounce  myfelf  miferable.  j 

Am  I  not  obliged  for  the  prefervaticn*! 
of  my  being  to  be  debtor  to  my  brothed 

for| 


for  my  dally  bread  I  faid  I.  Ami  certain 
of  that  for  a  longer  fpace  than  he  fbaU 
pleafe  to  afford  it  me?  Have  I  a  fortune 
fufficient  for  marrying  me  to  a  common 
vi&ualler,  muuh  lefs  to  the  rank  I  was 
bom  to,  or  any  thiDg  of  the  name  of  a 
gentleman;?  Are  not  my  few  clothes  to 
my  back,  to  which  I  am  more  indebted 
to  chance  than  forecaft,  with  a  trifle  of 
jewels  fcarce  worth  bringing  to  the  ac- 
count, all  that  I  can  boaft  of  as  my  own  ? 
And  am  not  I,  by  my  education  and  pa- 
rentage, precluded  from  the  meaner  arts 
of  fubfiftence  tilt  neceffity  ihall  force  ma 
upon  them  ?  In  fhort,  added  I,  an*  not  I 
mod  probably  doomed  to  a  perpetual  (la- 
very,  and  that  with  this  racking  refle&ion, 
like  a  fcorpion's  fling  at  the  tail,  of  it, 
i  that  I  was  neither  born  Or  educated  foe 
thefe  fervile  purpofai;  bit  on/tfee  con- 
trary, buoyed  up  w.^hitkc  notion  of  hunn 
dreds of  thoufands  ;  ftt*asl  may  fey,  up- 
on the  pinacle  of  all  the  glories  of  my 
fpecies,  only  that  my  fall  from  that  emi- 
nence might  be   the  more  excruciating, 
and  diftra&ing  to  me  ?  Never  then,  fiftdr* 
added  I,  belye  your  conscience  fo  much  as 
to  deny  me  to  be  one  of  themoftmiferablc 
Wretches  that  ever  the  earth  has  produced  * 


•"'"■J 


[192  ] 

or  that  you  yourfclf  are  one  of  the  mod 

happy. 

Child  !  (aid  my  fitter,  thy  miferies  are 
all  comparative.  Your  foul  was  fo  loaded 
with  my  father's  imaginary  riches,  as  ta 
conceive  ten  times  worfe  of  yourfclf  fince 
their  vaniihing,  then  had  your  prefcnt  lot 
befallen  you  before  you  had  ever  any  prof- 
pedfc  of  them. 

I  muft  allow,  that  the  lofc  of  fubftantial 
benefits  in  hand    is  grievous;    but  the 
flights  of  your  hopes  were  founded  upon 
imaginary  vifions,    which  I,   who  muft 
have  been  equally  concerned  in  their  rea- 
lity, ever  disputed  ;  nor  could  I  be  brought 
to  place  the  lead  confidence  in  what  I  ever 
beheld  as  a  fhadow ;   nay,  from  the  mo- 
ment that  my  father  parted  from  his  eftate, 
I  gave  up  inyfclf  to  penury,  little  hopir 
I  mould  ever  be  the  better  for  it ;  bi 
ft  ill,  as  the  proceeding  was  my  father's, 
fubfo  ;>ed  the  deed,  having  determine 
with  myfelf,   to  fuftain  all  die  confequer 
ces,  as  to  be  fuperinduced  upon  me,  by 
far  more  unerring  hand  than  my  father9 
who  though  feemingly  the  fole  agent  in 
the  cafe,  I  was  thoroughly  perfuad?d  could 
be  only  instrumental  to  my  prejudice,  (0 
far  as  a  fuperior  direction  fhould  permit 
fcim. 

Nqw, 
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Now,  though  I  was  then  well  fatisfiecf, 
that  what  he  w^s  upon,  would  prove 
dcftru&ive  to  our  temporal  welfare  taken 
as  it  (food  by  itftlf  \  yet  I  fcrupled  not  to 
obey  his  order,  nor  ev^r  remonftrated  I  to 
him  againft  it  $  but,  as  uncertain  of  the 
event  of  things,  my  application  was  to 
m  higher  tribunal,  from  whence,  by  my 
moft  importunate  Applications,  I  be- 
foughfc  mercy  and  companion ;  and  that 
whatever  the  iflbe  of  my  father's  af&irs 
might  be,  that  ftill  its  fentence  might  paft 
in  my  favour,  either  by  granting  me  pa- 
tience fufficient  to  the  allevation  of  all 
crofsaccidents  to  attend  me,  in  confequence 
pf  his  proceedings,  or  by  affording  ma 
tfliftance  from  fome  other  hind. 

The  event,  you  fee,  has  arvfwered ;  my 
Tjopes  from  my  father,  dropr,  as  I  expedU 
cd,  and  I  have  been  moft  miracnloufty  re- 
lieved from  a  foreign  hand*  This,  I  can 
never  be  too  grateful  for;  but  whilft  I  live, 
by  every  means  in  *  my  power,  and  upon, 
every  prefenting  occalion,  (hall  ackoow*. 
ledge  and  teftify. 

Frc  m  hence  it  is,-  that  you  have  4b  de- 
tejtninately  pronounced  me  happy ;  but 
(he  muft  be  little  judge  of  true  felicity, 
who  (hall  avouch,  that  happinefs  con  Cits  in 
an  abundance  of  riches  only  i  for  could 
.   You.  U  K  thi$* 
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this  decide  the  queftian,  it  muft  afitiredly 
be  given  in  my  favour  ;  but  as  the  mind  is 
the  foie  hold  tor  happinefs,  if  it  is  not  to 
be  difcovered  there,  we  may  for  ever  feck 
it  in  vain. 

You  are  fenfible  fitter,  added  (he,  with 
what  little  relifh  of  pleafure,  I  could  ever 
fupport  the  thought  of  configning  myfetf 
to  the  arms  of  Mr.  Wrothlcfs.  I  had  been 
fo  tenderly  educated,  that  my  foul  evai 
trembled  at  the  thought  of  marriage  with 
him ;  nay,  my  very  nature  fhrunk  from 
a  fufpe&ed  con  tad  with  him.  What  then 
in  life  could  prevail  with  me  at  length 
you  will  fay  to  become  his  wife  ? 

Truly!  fitter,  replied* J,  my  belief  is^ 
that  I  <an  readily  refolve  that  queftioo 
myfelf :  for  would  not  any  woman  in  tl 
Condition  we  found  ourfelves  in,  hr 
fnapped  at  the  firft  offer  from  any  creature 
whatfoever,  whom  the  parfon  could  bat 
have  miftaken  for  a  man  during  the  fcr- 
vice,  in  order  to  fo  plentiful  a  provifiod 
as  you  have  ? 

What  matters  the  man  to  me?  (aid  It 
fo  I  can  but  be  furniibed  with  all  other 
the  enjoyments  of  life.  Let  him  be  a  ne- 
gro, or  ah  Hottentot,  that's  to  himfelk 
not  me,  who  can  be  as  gay  and  Fparklin$ 
in  all  parties  abroad  *  be  as  carefied,  an* 

hav* 
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have  as  mufch  court  paid  to  me  wherever  I, 
gOi  for  tfe -figure  I  make,  as  if  my  huf- 
band  at  home* was  an  erppennv 

And  could  you  love  him  too  ?  faid  my 
filler.  I  have  ;not  told  you  fo,  faid  I  ; 
but  what  of  that  ?  when  once  I  was  mar* 
ried  to  him,  he  muft  fupport  me  ;  and  ve-< 
tily*  added  I>i  he  would  have  fo  little  of 
my  company,  as  fcarce  to  difcover  I  did 
Bot.  Though  you  may  be  a  better  judge 
tfaanlam  of  thpte  at  prefentfrom  experi-' 
ence.  Pray,  sddedl,  do  you  love  your 
fiofhand  2 

>  As  my  life,  faid  my  6fter,and  conftant- 
ly  pray  for  his  health  and  continuance  with 
xne.  Ne,ver  offer  at  that,  faid  I,  to  me 
who  am  otherwife  convinced  from  your 
own  mouth :  fpr  can .  any  woman  upon 
•earth  pretend  to  love  a  i*ian  (he  don5 1  like? 

That  do  I,  fiftq-,  replied  (he,  and  would 
i  readily  place  myfelf  in  the  gap  to  avert 

the  leaft  injury  from  him. 
:    Let  me  tell  you,  fitter  added  fhe,  that 

the  heart  is  uagenerqus  thai  can  be  un- 
rgratefiiU    Mr.  ;Wr6thle&   has  figiyfied 

his  affe&ioafor  me,:by  many  more  tokens 
'than  words ;  i(  ha* ; awfe  to  deeds,  not 

oaly  to  ^myfelf,,  but;  to  my  poor  parents 
vfermy  fake*  Did  not  he  t&ke  me  from 
l*k  dung^iM^  ail  m^y.%^to9?yps that 
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to  be  the  lodging  allotted  me?  Has  he 
ever  fmce  upbraided  me  with  it?  has  he 
not  raifed  me'  to  the  fummit  of  temporal 
grandeur  ?  has  he  ever  fignified  his  be- 
lief, that  any  thing  upon  earth  was  too 
good  for  me  ?  does  he  not  with  pleafure 
bcftow  both  himfelf  and  hfs  to  my  fatif- 
faftion  ?  and  can  I  do  lefs  than  to  adore 
fo  much  benignity  ? 

You  may  have  the  art  ta  make  him 
believe  fo,  and  that  you'll  fay  is  the  fame 
thing  as  if  it  was  fo,  replied  I;  but  to 
fpeak  ferioufly,  could  you  not  willingly 
confent  to  exchange  him  for  a  more  ami* 
able  companion,  retaining  dill  an  equal 
(hare of  grandeur  ?  No  truly !  replied  fce, 
might  I  have  my  choice  throughout  the 
^whole  human  race. 

How  then,  faid  I,  can  you  ftile  your- 
felf  unhappy  ?  My  dear,  faid  (he,  Mr. 
:  Wrothlefs  has  purchafed  my  love  by  his 
difinterefted  benevolence  i  but  yet  there 
are  things  that  married  women  covet,  that 
I  may  not  poflefs  y  as  an  hufband,  witfc 
whom  they  might  delight  themfelves  hw* 
tuaUy,-as  him.  ^Children  are  an  appeiv 
dage,  of  the  weddecNkte,  and  few  of  mj 
fex  can  be  happy  wUhbt^them,  but  thefi 
I  {half  never  have.  Now^ntafe,  and  tlw 
like  reflections  will  frequently,  break  ii 

upo 


>ne  sit  unguarded  moment*,  till  bet- 
tfoning  expels  them  ;  but  yet  thd 
ncy  of  their  return  muft  be  irkfomc 
• 

ive  made  it  my  bufinefs,  added  ftief 
nee  I  have  been  his  wife,  both  by 
'  and  mutual  ftrugglings,  to  difcard 
h  vain  fancies  from  my  imagina* 
but  the  thoughts  of  man,  frequently, 
ig  befides  all  intention,  they  will  re- 
ind  a  great  bleflitig  ft  is  to  me,  that 
I  can  recolledl  myfelf,  I  can  bring 
ly,  and  good  reafons  to  accountvwhy 
Id  unconditionally  love  my  huftund,* 
:  the  fubftantial  heat  of  the  fun,  dif- 
iofe  mifty  vapours  arifing  from  the 
rf  my  cogitations :  fo  that,  as  whilft 
airy  phantoms  continue  to  haunt 
lin,  I  cannot  be  filled  completely 
*  fo  neither,  when  I  refledt  upon  the 
:  caufes  for  my  gratitude,  and  regard 
i9  can  I  do  lefi  than  reverence  and 
f  love  him  v  and  taking  it  for  my 
i  to  do,  I  hope  it  daily  encreafes*  as. 
t  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  that 
Id*  which  alone  can  be  pleating  to 
ing  I  have  devoted  myfelf  to. 
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Mrs.  Wrothlefs's  care  of  her  bufbani. 
Polly  quits  her  fifters  fatfiily.  Set- 
tles at  Oxford.  Courted  there.  Wont 
do.  Means  for  a  fight  of  Mr. 
Lovewetl.  Flies  to  bis  boufe  as  from 
robbers,  tfbe  indignities  Jhe  meets 
with  there. 

IT  was  upwards  of  two  years  that  I  li- 
ved with  my  lifter  after  my  father's 
death  *  in  all  which  time,  I  never  heard 
or  faw  the  kaft  fymptoms  of  drfltfecto  her* 
hufband  proceed  from  her,  by  either  word 
or  aftion  ;  nor  indeed  was  my  brother's 
fellow  produceable  for    fweetneft  Qf  <tir 
pofition  or  integrity  :  (o  that,  had  but  hr 
perfonal  advantages  been  adequate  to  his 
mental  embeliifhtrients*  any  woman  mufti  |. 
have  been  fup^rlatively  happy  with  him. 
He  had  fliook  off  inoft  of  his  old  bottle 
companions*  nor  had  he  ever  exceeded  v 
the  pint  of  wine  he  had  ftinted  himfelf  to 
er  diem  5  but  yet  the  decay  was  toodeep- 
y  rooted  in  his  conftitution,  to  give  way 
ei&pr  fo  temjperance,  or  a  courfe  of  pre- 

fcriptior** 
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fcriptions ,  he  had  engaged  in  5  but  declin- 
ing annually  -more  and  more,  heat  length 
broke  out  with  ulcers,  in  feveral  parts  of 
his  tody,  which  refitting  the  power  of  tht 
facu  Ity,  grew  fo  noifome  by  their  (link* 
as  to   be  infufferable    to    thofe  who  ap- 
proached him.     -   -  • 
.    Notwithftanding  ahifc  juft  plea  'for  rtiy 
fitter's  abfenting  herfelf  from  him;  at  facfl 
times  as  (he  coald  not  be  peculiarly  ufcful 
to  him,  fhe  (till  continued-  fo  tender-  of 
him,  as  fcatescver  to  quit  his  rtiam ;  tfo* 
would  fhe  ever  fuffer  a  drilling  to  pafs; 
but  what  fhe  herfelf  Would  Hffiftat :  ihe 
would  fo  little  truft  him  out  of  her  owii 
fight  and  knOTttedgty  that  as  thtf  iricbc- 
venience  of  her  lying;  with  hitff  wtiiAtiL 
have  been  more  rha«n  fee^otlld  tefrfc  tolei 
rated,  fhe  intrddaced  ihto'tiis  'dhBirfl** i 
little  table-bed,  which  fhe  fcightiy -Tit*^ 
pied,  and  for  the  moft  part  hiiitiM-e^ 
thing  for  his  fupport  10  him,7  wkR  h*  oWft 
haads.  •* *•■    '*'.  nrciwv.  ?  »f»:5ts  ftoi 

She  conftantty  du»ing*ls«iC€^fltfe«Bftd 
both  morning  anil  wenirf$  grayed- Wlm 
him,'arid  for  hiriy,  in  his  chafobei^  :nev& 
failing  to  make  his  reftoration  the  moflf 
importunate  of  all  her  petitions. 

This    continued  for    a  full  year  And 

half,  wherein,    to  my  apprehenfion,  Jhd 

K  4  muft 
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moft  have  Tuffered  fo,  as  few  women 
would  have  complied  with  to  have  gain- 
ed the  mod  ample  of  earthly  treafores  5 
befides  the  extream  hazard  that  fhe  ran  of 
her  health  in  the  mean  time  $  but  yet  ne- 
ver was  (he  known  to  repine  at  any  labour 
or  fatigue  that  (he  underwent  for  him; 
but*  on  the  contrary,  after  the  application 
of  every  poffible  means  for  his  fervice,  her 
fole  forrow  centered  in  that  it  mud  provf 
r  ineffectual.  As  for  the  latter  part  of  the 
Jtime  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  1  am  behol- 
den to  thofe  then  about  her  for  the  truth 
of  the  fafti  *  I  not  continuing  fo  long  in 
the  family. 

I  have  before  mentioned  my  defire  foi 
frying  my  fortune  at  large,  and  fome  little 
time  after  my  brother  was  grown  fo  bad, 
being  perfectly  recovered  in  my  own 
health,  and  having  bundled  up  all  my 
sfittle  fortune  of  clothes,  jewels,  and  mo- 
ney,  that  I  bad  to  depend  upon  *  I  wrote 
to  a  tradefwoman  at  Oxford,  who  had 
formerly  been  fervant  in  our  family,  de- 
iking  her  to  take  me  a  genteel  lodging 
there :  for  that  I  defigned  to  make  my  a- 
bode  there  for  fome  time  j  and  alfo,  if 
fhe  knew  of  any  very  young  and  handy 
girl  at  her  needle,  whom  (he  could  re- 
Commend  to  me  for  a  fervanr,  I  fhould  be 

obliged 
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d  to  her,  fliould  (he  retain  her  a- 

I  came. 

anfwer  being  returned  to  my  order* 
II  was  ready  for  me,  I  hired  a  coach 
Gloucefter  to  my  new  apartment* 
aving  taken  a  iblemn  leave  of  my 
>r  and  fitter,  I  fat  out  for  Oxford* 
ig  there  the  fame  night, 
tad  been  for  fofne  time  before  con- 
g  my  future  behaviour;  not  from 
eal  circumftances  in  life,  bat  from 
ew  I  would  have  the  reft  of  the 
behold  me  in,  and  upon;  my  arrival 
ford,  gave  myfelf  out  jor  a  vaft  for* 

but  that  I  chofe  to  live  private*  ne* 
rending  to  marry*  or  incumber  my- 
ith  a  family. 

e  drefs  that  I  appeared  ufually  in, 
le  ample  change  of  it,  ferved  the 
to  confirm  my  ftory  in  the  general, 
)  convince  the  young  gentlemen  who 
notice  of  me,  that  I  could  be  none  o- 
han  fame  had  already  reported  of  me. 
not  therefore  waited  many  months 
;  I  had  received  the  addrefs  of  feve- 

the  collegians ,  but  fo  many  objec- 
appeared  to  me  from  their  want  of  a 
nt  fond  to  fbpport  me  withal,  that 
chufing  to  confign  myfelf  pver  to 
ing  till  the  death  of  an  old  uncle, 
K  $  aunt, 
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aunt,  or  father;  I difmiffed  them  gradu- 
ally and  gently  ;  fo  as  neverthelefc  not  to 
fubjeft  myfelf  to  the  charge  of  an  inexora- 
ble i  in  hopes  of  foon  meeting  with  fome 
one  for  my  purpofe.  . 

I  had  omitted  no  lingle  opportunity' of 
exhibiting  my  perfont  in  the  moft  capti- 
vating attitudes  that  I  could  devife,  at  every 
public  meeting  of  the  ftudehts ;  nor  had 
I  been  fliy  of  my  perfon,  upon  feveral  of 
the  walks  where  I  might  be  cafyally  met 
by  them  ;  nor  indeed,  had  any  drt,   ftra- 
tagem,  or  contrivance,  that  might  either 
embellifh  my  perfon,  publifh  my  worth, 
or  inflame  denrc  in  the  young  gentry, 
been  omitted  by  me;  that  my  fancy  could 
form,  or   my  judgment  cpnfent    to  the 
praftice  of,   eventually  to  farther  my  pur- 
pofe ;  but  all  in  vain,  as  to  the   grand 
principle  that  I  fat  Out  upon,  (to  wit)  the 
procuring  myfelf  a  fubftantial  and  inftant 
fettlement  in  life  :  for  as  to  the  hufband* 
which*  was  to  be  tacked  of  courfe  to  it,  1 
own,  I  had  but  little  choice,  having  al- 
ready weighed  the  confequences  of  his  dif- 
appointment,  upon  finding  me   a  perfon 
vof  no  worth,  and   brought  myfelf  to  fr 
fteady  refolution  of  fubje&ing  myfelf  to 
his  utmoft  refentment,  under  fuch  kind  of 
treatment  as  he  fhould  be  pleafed  to  ex- 

prefil 
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prefs  it  by :  nay,  I  had  even  proceeded  fo 
far  in  my  imagination,  as  to  conclude  up- 
on a  feparation  between  us,  which 
fcrfought  hot  theleaftbittehiefs  of  reflec- 
tion oil  my  part :  fo  that  I  could  bur^  as  1 
had  been  aflured,  obtain  a  feparate  main- 
tenance during  his  life-time,  $nd  my  thirdi 
in  his  eftate  at  his  deceafe. 

I  had  tarried  under  this  uncertainty  for 
near  twelve  months,  when  my  fund  being 
near  upon  exhaufted,  and  my  puffe  no- 
thing farthered  by  my  proje&sj  in  almoft 
the  height  of  defperfction  for  the  unpro- 
mifing  condition  of  my  affairs,  I  deter- 
mined to  make  a  fole  effort  more  before  I 
muft  be  compelled  to  throw  up  my  game 
as  loft  irretrievably. 

Mr,  Lovewell,  had  fo  great  a  fhare  in 
"Very  my  cogitations,  from  reflexions  up- 
m  his  unfeigned  affe&ton  for  me,  and  the 
happy  woman  I  might  have  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  him,  had  not  my  own  ard- 
gancy  of  difpofition,  and  afpiring  imagi- 
nations, prompted  me  to  fuch  ignominious 
rreatment  of  him  ;  that  I  now  began  to 
mceive  hopes,  fihee  all  my  other  engines 
had  failed  me,  that  pofiibiy  he  might  ftill 
rejoice  at  my  relenting  to  his  defires,  and 
again  be  induced  to  view  in  'me  the  fame 
pleafing  objeft  as  ever  5  efpefcially,  if  I 
K  6  cov\U 
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tould  but  fome  where  accidentally  meet, 
and  ftrike  him  by  fome  little  artifices 
tending  to  his  favour. 

I  could  now  reft  neither  day  nor  night, 
till  1  had  put  myfelf  upon  the  purfuit  of 
Ihis  projeft  j  but  when  I  came  to  confidcr 
wi;h  myfelf  upon  its  execution,  might  I 
1iave  gained  the  whole  globe  by  it,  I  could 
inot  recoiled:  either  the  name  his  feat  went 
by,  or  that  of  the  village  it  ftood  in,  tho* 
]  well  remembered  his  having  mentioned 
to  me,  that  it  was  fcarce  more  than  eleven 
miles  from  my  late  father's  j  but  whether 
Its  fituation  was  to  the  eaft,  weft,  north, 
br  fouth  from  thence,  I  was  wholly  igno- 
rant, as .  alfo  where,  or  of  whom  to  en- 
quire the  leaft  g!impfe<if  intelligence. 

This  difappointraent  of  a  fcheme  fo  ju- 
dicioufly  laid,  and  upon  fuch  various  ftra- 
tagems  too,  as  any  fingle  one.  of  them 
Succeeding,  might  for  ever  difcharge  me 
from  all  farther  perplexities,  and  open  a 
way  to  my  enfuing  happinefi,  had  weD 
nigh  concluded  my  tragedy:  for  having 
now  proceeded  in.  it  to  the  laft  aft,  and  all 
hope  then  defer  ting  me,  J  had  certainly 
.  plunged  my  fciflars  into  my  breaft,  antf 
thereby  cut  (hort  the  thread  of  life*  had 
nor,  upon  repeating  his  name,  inthe  tranf* 
j)ort  of  my  pafiion,  the  wor4  WpvlP 
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tartcd  into  my  brains  j  from  whence,  (?n- 
lantly  dropping  from  my  band  the  ratal 
nftrumenc  of  deftru&ion)  I  recovered 
irhat  I  had  with  fuch  anxiety  laboured 
For. 

My  fpirits  now  grown  all  alert,  were  ft> 
intent  upon  my  purpofe,  as  to  afford  me 
no  quiet  in  my  mind  till  I  fhould  find  my- 
fclf  upon  my  way  to  bis  habitations  but 
how  to  introduce  myfelf  to  his  fight  and 
knowledge,  I  could  by  no  means  con* 
dude  upon ;  till  I  Ihould  firft  have  in- 
formed myfelf  in  his  neighbourhood,  of 
his  way  ot  living,  his  cuftomary  rides,  his 
companions,  afcd  the  families  he  might 
vifu  thereabouts*  from  the  knowledge, 
of  fome  of  which  particulars*  I  hoped  to 
draw  fuch  comfort  as  plight  fc^  my  trem- 
bling heart  at  reft. 

I  had  fcarce  five  guineas  left  by  me  in 
ca&,   which  I  feared  would  prove  too 
fcanty  for  my  journey  and  fubfiftence,  till 
I  might  tffcdt  fome  what  that  might  re- 
duce my  affairs  to  fome  certainty  ;  and  had 
thoughts  of  parting  from  fome  of    my 
%  jewels,  or  my  watch,  before  I  fhould  fet 
Wt;  for  procuring  me  a  farther  fupply  * 
Wthen>  which  of  them-all  fhould  be  the 
vi&im,  I  could  by  no  means  bring  my- 
feU  once  to  determines  not  one  of  diem, 

but 
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but  in  its  place,  being  fo  ornamental,  as 
that  I  could  noways  hold  up  my  bead 
Without  it.  '     . ' 

I  confidered,  eohipared,  and'  examined 
them,  as  well  laid  together,  as  when  ft- 
verally  applied  to  their  refpe&ive  mem- 
bers and  ftations •,  but  hid  my  very  heart's 
blood  flood  in  competition  With  them, 
they  rauft  have  maintained  the  preference ; 
yet  as  this  would  iiAVe  availed  me  nothing 
fo  my  purpofe,  and  money  muft  be  forae 
how  had,  I  fold  my  diamond  buckles,  as 
lead  in  fight,  and  bed  imitated,  and 
bought  me  a  pair  of  the  like  falhion,  as 
near, as  I  .could,  !de^rated  with  briftol 
ftones.    ,  . 

I  was  riow  lodged  'in  a  little  hamlet* 
part  of  the  parifll  fchere  Mr.  Love  well's 
feat  flood,  .and  as  the  moft  likely  place  tb 
be  feen  by  him  in,  I  frequented  the  pa- 
rifh  church  every  Sunday,  for  a  month  or 
five  weeks;  bufmy  fpark,  as  I  afterwards 
was' given  to  underftand,  fcarceever  made 
his  appearance  there,  nor  would  the  many 
lifting  queftions  that  I  had  frequently  put 
concerning  the  method  of  life  he  employed 
himfelf  in,  gain  me  farther  information 
than  that  he  hiinted  often  ;  and  paffed 
great  part  of  his  time  in  vifiting,  from 
one  country  gentleman's  feat  to  anothcr'| 

where 
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where  tie  ipent  a  week  or  a  Fortnight  at  a 
tinrie,  and  often  had  them  ovfer  with  him 
for  the  like  fpace.  ' 

This  noways  according  to  my^  views, 
and  having  upon  enqufry  found,  where  a 
good  genteel  pad  was  to  be  hired,  I  took 
him  for  an  afternoon,  intending  to  direft 
my  ride  towards  Mr.  Lovewell's  feat,  in 
expe&ation  of  poflibly  meeting  him,  ei~ 
*  ther  in  his  private  walks,  or  going  to,  or 
returning  frortr  lome  friend  of  his  ac- 
quaintance ;  but  nothing  of  him  could  I 
behold  after  feveral  excutfiohs  for  that 
end.     ,  J  .      r   '        i 

My  fpirit  being' almofr  brokeri  at  the' 

ill  fuccefs  of  my  proje^Ih^  Veil  nigh 

given    ufJ    all    future  ";1  attempts     after 

him;  when  dill,    whilft  there    was   life 

and  capacity  for  adtion,  there  might  be 

hope,  that  after  feveral  experiments  fuc- 

cefslefs,  yet  a  (ingle  endeavour  might  be 

profperous ;  I  again,  hiring  my  pad,  (Tor 

though  he  dwelt  not  three  quarters  of  a 

mile  from  my  lodging,  and  I  might  very 

pleafurably  have  walked ;    yet  having  a 

faoft  elegant  riding  habit,  I  chofe  to  be 

frft   obferved    by   him    on     horfcbacik^ 

forth  I  fallied  molt  difconfolatcly. 

Irode  feveral  times  by  his  door,  and  on 
&e  back  of  his  gardens  and  grounds ;  but 

nothing 
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nothing  could  I  fee  of  my  man  there; 
when  evening  coming  on  apace,  I  turned 
me  about,  and  refolved  to  turn  home  by 
his  yard  door,:  which  I  had  remarked  to 
(t and  always  open,  and  had  obferved  his 
way  into  hishoufe  and  out-buildings. 

*  As  I  pafled  his  gate,  I  faw  a  poor  la- 
bouring man  coming  cut  of  it,  as  fcerti- 
ingly  from  his  daily  tafk;  when  having 
amind  for  fome  intelligence,  I  afked  him 
whofe  fine  feat  that  was  ?  He  replied,  ef- 
quire  Love  well's.  I  then  demanded, 
whether  he  then  lived""  there  ?  and  was  at 
home?  To  both  which  he  anfwered^ 
yes*  I  put  feveral  other  queftions  to  him, 
but  the  above  being  folely  material  to  my 
purpofe,  I  (hall  orhit  them:  fo  that  wifti- 
ing  the  fellow  good  night,  I  fat  looking 

.  at  the  houfe,  till  I  had  feen  which  way  he 
took,  and  then  the  other  was  mine. 

There  was  a  little  comobon  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  Mr.  Lovewell,$, 
and  to  this  I  bent  my  way,  that  I  might 
form  fome  courfe,  if  poffible,  for  obtain- 

*  ing  a  fight  of  him.  I  rode  backwards  and 
forwards  till  it  Was  near  quite  dark,  with- 
out once  reflefting  what  time  it  was ;  nor 
indeed  had  I  been  met  with,  and  oft  a 
fudden  afked,  what  time  o'th'  day  it  was, 
could  I  without  fome  recolle<5tion  have 

anfwered* . 


anfwered,  whether  it  was  morning  or 
evening,  day  or  night,  I  was  fa  wrapt  up 
in  my  own  meditations ;  till  roufing 
fomewhat  from  ;my  refverie,  and  obfer* 
ving  it  to  be  juft  dark,  an  apprchenfion 
of  robbers  then  moft  luckily  furprized  my 
imagination  ;  when  ioftantly  purfuingthe 
thought,  whether,  faki  Ir  could  lib  con- 
veniently fly  for  fhelter  as  to  Mr.  Love- 
well^?        . 

This  fancy  dire&ingiine  as  it  were  to 

my  wifhed  for  haven,  and  leading  me  by 

the  hand  to  the  efquire's  pretence,  I  con* 

ceived  to  be  the  happieft  turn  my  affair 

was- capable  of  takings  and  became  icarce 

doubtful  of  an   happy   ifliic  from  ic.     If 

then,   faid  I,  the  real  purfuit  of  robber* 

might  fo  readily  carry  v  me    whether  I 

would  be ;  why  may  not  the  pretence  an* 

fwer  the  fame  end  ?  Wherefore,  without 

more  ado,  I  fet  out  upon  a  lull  gallop  * 

nor  ftopt  I  till  within  the  purleius  of  Mr. 

Lovewellfs  yard,  and  clofe  by  his  houfe 

door,  where  I  fet  up  fuch  a  fcream,  as 

might  awakened  the  dead  had  there  been 

any  near  me  ;  but  however,   it.  anfwered 

my   purpofe     much  better,    ia  that  it 

brought  almoft  the  whole  family  round 

me  inftantly ;  who  feeing  me  under  fuch 

Wifufion*  took  me  from  my  horfe  to  con, 

vcy 
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rcy  me  in  doors ;  where  I  had  but  joft 
time  to  declare  myfelf  purfued  by  high-  ' 
waymen,  before  I  thought  beftj  by  way  of 
confirmation  of  myftory,  to  faint  away. 
•    This,  I  the  rather  did,  that  I  mighc^ain 
time,  free  from  the  importunities  of  fuch 
as  would  want  to  hear  my  dory,  and  that 
I  might  the  better  determine  upon  what 
I  muft  have  to  fay  to  them. 

Seeing  me  genteely  dreft,  the  whole 
houfe  were  fcarce  enough  to  attend  me  •,  but 
I  had  not  yet  fecn  him,  whdfe  prcfence  *• 
lone, i  I  .Ibould  have  thought  preferable  to 
all  the  reft ;  till  as  I  was  judging  it  belt 
to  recover  a  little,  in  came  Mn  Love- 
vfcll  4  with  a  candle  in  his  hand  to  view 

1  i  near  dofisch  my  Teyesr  that  I  might  not 
be  fcrfpefted  to  fee;  hrhn  y  but  feared  had 
hecaft  his  eye  on  inie,  before  he  knewtne; 
frhen  toffing  up  his  head*  ha  I  find  br, 
Mifs  SraN-rHi,  well  1  Tee:  arid  recover  her 
agairi  tfijfoii  ian*  added  h^  to  his  fervani* 
aftdn*/flieifliDuid  toot  be  fit  for  removing* 
yoairaay  mfeke  op  a  bed  for  hen 

The  flight  concern  he  feemed  to  put  off 
for^my  condition,  ajmoft  diftrafted  me  * 
but  however  as  Ke :  ted  ordered  me  a  l?ed»  ^ 
Irefolved to  te  enable  i&  ride  home  that 
fiighc::  Joe  i^  ran  ifrangely  in  jny  head* 
-    /  '  •  afte* 
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after  1  had  considered  upon  it  a  unfile, 
that  the  indifference  he  beheld  me"  with* 
was  only  to  fcreen  his  real  defires  from  hi* 
fervants,  and  that  he  had  ordered  me  a 
bed,  merely  that  he  might  detain  mexiH 
next  day,  wfecn  he  might  havse  an  oppqr* 
ni ty  of  delivering  himfelf  ;o  me  in  $ri- 
rate.-  .  \  .   ^ ,' 

Thefe  thoughts  kept  my  heart  bpwnt 
all  night,  and  no  creature  ever  longed  fot 
mojuing  more  than  J^di^th^i  J^gJW 
bear  my  plsafiog  fqmgnoe;frofn  h&^ipp-z 
for  long  before  day  lighi*  I;  had  perfua^ 
ed  tnytelf^  that  no  kfe  than  his  patt  fond 
expreffions  of  jove  andaffe^ion  would  bes 
revived  tome.  '  *  m  i 

r  Ik?ptn>tfsH^^ 

feoffor  *obw^%m&&$  hfctMim 
^M  aJong  tiqe^ai  togrfji  hm*Qb*fan 
$  me,  waiter  I  cl^pfe ^^of^f^iot^ 
foro^chocplate7  1  w^jrea^lotfeu^  ^, 
>ft^B  ap%r^fekj  ijp^B&iffo  h^A 
come  from  her  matter  ;  but  bf  ujljflgfjpyr 
R*$°8r. :?'«$#*  Atot  «  ^ocg^ire 
H>  ^^n^;f»fts^t^nj^r^  qwfe* 

might  prove  agreea^le^rfiwcfi  Id  driflk  u 
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•  ^The  wench  replied,  that  her  matter  had 
breakfafted  Ibtne  time  before,  ancT  was 
putting  on  his  boots  to  ride  our. 

•I  was  fo  fearful  of  difcovering  my  real 
ientiments  before  the  maid,  that  merely 
to  get  rid  of  her,  I  defired  her  to  bring 
me  a  difh  of  chocolate,  that  I  might  have 
a  few  fpare  moments  for  venting  my 
paffion  by  myfelf.  This,  J  then  did3  in 
firch  a  torrent  of  imprecations  upon  the 
head  of  fach  a  villain,  as  could  pretend  tq 
love  me  as  he  did,  and  now  no  left  to  dif- 
daift  me.  O I  the  wretch  I  faid  I,  what 
h^dtttcome  of  me  had  I  married  him  ?  f 
had  by  this  tkael)een  Aoremiferablethart 

Did  I  not  give  Wm  the  higheft  reafon 
to  refent  my  makreatment  of  him  ?  Re- 
torted I  upon^nyfelf.— Idid;  —  Idii 
--*I  muft  plead  evertafttngty  guilty^  faid  ly 
and  then,  lavlftied  I  forth  my  curfes  upon 
my  own  folly  i  till  having  fated  myfelf 
with  theft  % 

-  What?  faid  I,  am  I  exclaiming  atf 
feid  ihe  hot,  that  he  was  booting  himfeHT 
for  a  ride  ?  Why  not  a  ride  with  me  ?  — 
He  knows,  I  moft  of  courfe  take  horfe 
prefently,  atid  he  purpofes  either  to  fee  me 
home,  or  turn  my  dire&ion  to  feme  other 
jpivti  for  the  benefit  of  my  company, 

that 


that  hemay  renew   his  pretenfions  more 

commodidufly  to  me.  ,  r 

By  this  time  the  krvant  being  returned: 

with  my  chocolate,  I   teak  but  a  fingje 

did),  left   I  (hould  nuke  Mr,  Loveweljl 

wait  for  me ;   and  then,  drefling  for  my 

ride,  I  bid  her  defire  one  ofr  the  fer^ntf 

to  bring  my  horfe  putT  and  to  beg Jief 

matter's  leave  for  my  waiting  upon  ftip*# 

to  pay  him  my  perioral  compliments  for 

til  his  favours.  i  ^ 

Iexpe&ed  that  the  maid  would  not 

We   returned  with  my  an(JverK)g}I  her 

i    mater  had  been  quite  dreffedntptr9)Wye 

itne;  and  that  then  I  (hould  [j^  K$  &tn? 
elegant  fpeech  or  other  frornmnT;  but  in* 
ftead  thereof,  (he  told  me,  her  mafter  wa* 
below  in  the  parlour,  at  the  flairs  foot* 
and  if  I  pleated  (he  would  (hew  me  in  to 
him. 

This,  I  ftill  imputed  to  hit  defire  of 
concealing  all  manner  of  inclination  for 
.  toe  from  his  fervants,  and  down  I  went 
f|  with  her. 

I  The  g^l  flawed  me  in,  and  was  fhut- 
ing  the  door  after  me;  when  Harkee! 
&d  he  ;  flay,  and  fee  the  lady  to  her 
Knrfe.    I  was  now  ready  to  drop;    but 

Iough  he  could  not   fail  'discovering  it, 
'to  put  dn an  haughty  look,without  taking 


the  leaft  notice  61  the  confufion  I  was  in* 
Recovering  then  my  fpirits,  I  thanked 
him  for  the  favours  of  the  laft  night  j 
but  added,  that  that  hafly  expulfion  of 
me,  favoured  not  of  the  regard  he  once 
paid  m&e. 

fvladam,  replied  he*  wherever  I  pay 
regard,  I  truljr  affeA  the  perfbn ;  burl 
fcorn  to  make  future  approaches,  whem 
I  have  once  met  with  aa  ignominious  re- 
buff. 

I  was  then,  though  treiribling  ready  to 
2Hd,  about  to  have  fubmiffively  replied  i 
butftepping  haftily  to  the  door-;  my  hbpft 
waits  me,  (aid  he,  fo,  your  fervanr.  «    ! 
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C  H  A  P.    XV. 

Potty  dejeSied.    Hides  the  caufe.     Ho<m 
jhe  bore  it.     Soliloquy  at  home.    Re- 
turns to  Oxford.     Gets  a  new  lover, 
I'beir  court/hip. 

I  NEED  ufe  but  few  arguments  with 
my  reader,  to  gain  his  credit  of  the 
perturbation  my  mind  ftruggled  with  at 
the  infamous  treatment  I  had  received 
from  Mr.  Lovewell  i  even  to  fuch  a  de» 
gree,  as  renderedjme  almoft  difabled  for 
quitting  his  family :  for  if  ever  I  could 
have  caufe  for  fuch  inftaat  horror,  a$ 
would  at  once  deprive  me  of  myienfe 
and  being,  I  verily  believed  the  time  to 
be  come,  and  that  I  (hould  have  breathed 
n>y  laft  in  his  parlour. 

This  the  maid  perceiving,  but  noway* 
^onfcious  of  the  occafion,  ftraight  offered 
?er  afliftance  to  me  ;  and  her  matter  hav- 
ing left  us,  the  fhilling  that  I  had  jaft  1t&> 
W  prejfcnted  her. with,  purcbafed  me  ib 
^uch  of  her  favour,  as  to  fetch  jtte  a  gtaft 
Qf  water.  •*  '  : 

I  drank  it  down,  its  true,!  in  hopes  it 
toight  invigorate  me  fufficiently  for*  quit- 
ting 
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ting  the  houfe •,  though  every  gulp  I  fwa!* 
lowed,  my  whole  foul  joined  in  my  molt 
earneft  wifhes,  th^t  it' might  be  my  lad. 

The  maid  then  upon  finding  me  rife  for 
my  departure,  compaffionating  me,  would 
fain  have  had  me  tarry  till  I  ihould  be 
more  thoroughly  recovered  ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  invite  me  to  it,  added,  that  her 
matter  being  one  of  the  bed*  natured 
then  in  the  univerfe,  (he!  was  furprizedat 
hearing  him  fpeak  fo  roughly  to  me,  and 
aflced  me,  whether  1  had  ever  been  for- 
merly acquainted  with  him  ?  But  as  my 
ftory  would  be  more  properly  referved  to 
my  own  bread  than  communicating  to  a 
ferving  wench,  I  only:  aflced,  whether  my 
pad  was  ready,  and  then  walking  into  the 
yard,  I  took  horfe,  with  firm  rcfolution, 
never  to  fee  that  manfion  more  whilft  I 
(bould  live.* 

The  foul  may  be  capable  of  enduring, 
what  neither  the  tongue  can  be  qualified 
for  declaring,  or  the  mind  recal  in  idea, 
after  the  fcene  is  over  :  for  which  ceafon, 
my  reader  muft  excufe  my  attempting  ji 
defcription  of  my  mental  agitations, 
during  my  future  ride  that  day  ;  fine* 
the  moft  extravagant  heighth  that  I  could 
devate  them  to,  would  Tali  as  (hort  of 
jheir  real  proportions!  as  the  faint  glim* 

mering 
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ig  oFa  dying  taper  from  the  bright* 

rf  the  fud  at  noon  day. 
ode  not  dire&ly  home  to  my  lodg* 
that  I  might  not  cxpofe  myfelf  in 
ery  ftrength  of  my  conflidt  ;  but  dc* 
ig  to  the  right  I  rode  on,  neither 
ing,  or  much  caring,  whitherto  my 
would  convey  me  :  for  that  thelcaft 
rn  rhat  I  then  had  was  of  my  own 
>r  XaFery  >  but  inftead  of  growing 
•  by  time,   or  permitting  reafon   to 
che  helm,  4s  I  was  in  hopes  I  ibould  | 
Fered   my  paflions  through    indul* 
,  to  arrive  to  fuch  an  head,  as  to  bear 
all  before  them-,  nor  had  they  fail 
im  folly  perfuaded,  to  have  plunged 
i to  my  former  diftra&ion,  in  a  very 
fpace,  had  not  my  horle  unawares 
,  and  by  a  path  I  ha^no  acquaint* 
with,   conducted  me  t<*  my  own 
The  fudden  fqrpr i*e  of  this,  and 
ng  to  be  ojaferved  in  my  then  fren* 
ive  fuch  it  new  fillip  to  my  imagina* 
as  in  a  great  meaiure  to  expel,  or  at 
o  moderate  the  rage  I  had  fo  long 
with :   fo  that  cloarhing  my  behayi- 
ider  a  cautious  constraint,  I  pafie4 
unnoticed  by  any  ^iie. 
e  b^art  mjiy  never  be  fuller  of  an* 
than  under  the  moft  apparent  fere* 
i.  !•  h  nity 


nky  of  the  countenance :  for  that  the  guard, 
ever  attendant  upon  the  prefervation  of 
this,  like  rarified  vapours,  inclofed  with- 
in too  narrow  limits  for  their  fphere  of  ac- 
tion*- increafes  the  internal  agitation  ;  not 
only  from  its  firft  caufes,  but  from  the 
commotion  it  receives  from  the  compret 
fure.      . 

No  one  was  ever  more  fenfible  of  this 
for  the  fhort  (lay  that  I  made  after  my 
flighting,  in  the  company  of  my  land- 
lady  and  her  daughters,  than  I  myfelf 
was;  which  had  io  prepared  me  for  a 
violent  explofion  of  my  confined  fury, 
when  I  fhould  find  time  for  it,  that  fcarce 
had  I  reached  my  chamber,  and  fecured 
the  door,  before  I  was  flat  upon  the 
ground,  wallowing,  and  raging  with 
every  fymptqm  of  a  violent  rabies. 

I  valued  not  the  disappointment  of  the 
man,  Ifaid;  for  I  could  not  condefcend 
to  confefs  that  to  be  any  thing  contribu- 
tory to  my  diforder  ;  but  to  be  treated  fo 
defpicably  by  him,  and  that  without  a 
profpeft  of  retaliation  upon  him,  gauled 
me  to  the  very  quick;  and  now,  my  la- 
.  mentation*  was  redoubled,  for  not  having 
ufed  him  even  like  a  dog,  or  worfe  than 
the  mcaneft1  vermin,  at  the  time  of  my 
discharging,  him. 

I  then 
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I  then  ftormed  and  raged  againft  my- 
felf, for  6r(t  giving  the  lcaft  encourage- 
ment to  the  fuggeftions  of  my  mind  for 
coming  in  fcarch  of  him  ;  for  had  I  but 
gone  off  vidtor,  I  might  ftill  have  trium- 
phed, and  pointed  at  him,  to  whomfo- 
ever  he  fhould  have  addreffed  himfclf,  as 
my  cafl-away  \  but  now  to  throw  myfelf 
in  his  paths  again,  into  his  very  houfe, 
his  prefence  too,  even  as  a  fupplicanr,  by 
way  of  impofing  his  companion  upon  me, 
was  (6  mean  an  artifice,  as  r fhould  never 
forgive  myfelf  \  nay,  though  that  I  did 
it  voluntarily,  and  with  the  view  of  being 
again  reinftated  in  his  favour,  could  only 
lie  known  to  my  own  heart :  yet  the  tor- 
ment of  my  fpirit,  for  fo  abjeft  a  debafe- 
ment  of  myfelf,  would  for  ever  adhere  to 
me,  I  faid,  as  a  blot  in  my  charadter,  that 
neither  time  or  tears  could  wipe  away. 

What  infinite  wifdom  has  the  great 
;  Creator  (hewn,  in  his  appointments  of  all 

fublunary  events,    and   how  loaden  with 
^obligations  are  we  mortals  to  him,  in  that 

jjl  pp  other  part  of  the  creation,  or  its  ap- 
J^hdages  are  unchangeable  ;  lb  neither  is 
..  ms  micr(j)cbfm  man,  his  paflions  or  dif- 
''jpfijjonsr:  fpr  as  in  thofe,  there  is  nothing 
u]ongit^'fiiiy,  but  in  a  conftant  flu&ua- 
tm|«i  ahdfucccffi6h  ;  as  day  to  night,  fum- 
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tner  to  winter,  heat  to  cold,  dry  to  wet ; 
fo  in  thefe,  love  to  hatred,  patience  tc 
wrath,  humility  to  arrogance,  joy  to  for* 
row,  and  compofure  to  rage,  are  ever  fuc- 
cedaneous. 

Were  it  otherwife,  faid  If  what  mortal 
of  us  but  mud  be  overburdened,  eVen  to 
cloying  with  an  uninterrupted  attention 
co  joy,  on  the  one  hand ;  as  on  the  o- 
ther,  he  muft  be  overborne  by  a  continued 
chain  of  forrows,  without  intermiflion ; 
but  every  thing  being  fo  modified,  as  we 
find  it  is,  a  fweet  harmony  refults  in  gene- 
ral therefrom  to  all  terreftial  beings. 

The  excels  of  my  mental  anguift, 
though  moft  acute,  for  the  time,  laftednot 
many  hours,  before  gently  abating,  I  a- 
rofe  from  the  floor;  whilft  fome  flafhes 
of  hope  faintly  darted  through  my  intel- 
lects, inviting  me  to  the  converfable  world 
again ;  but  upon  calling  my  eye  at  my 
glafs,  the  diftortion  of  my  countenance, 
as  a  moft  intelligible  index,  would  have 
but  unveiled  the  whole  matter  of  nty 
mind,  to  every  beholder,  to  have  been  of 
the  blacked  compofition:  my  eyesthett* 
felves  being  red  as  blood,  arid  their  .con* 
fines  puffed  up  to  an  immehfe  degree  '* 
my  lips  ramified,  and  my  cheeks  glowing 
with  fuch  acrimfon  die,  as  could  not  have 
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been  exceeded;  had  J  been  plunging  them 
into  hoglheads  of  claret. 

Unwilling  therefore  to  be  feen  by  any  . 
One  in  this  remarkable  difrompofure,  I  laid 
myfelf  along  upon  my  bed,  either  for  reft, 
which  I  then  ftood  in  moft  need  of,  or  in 
failure  of  that,  for  refte&ion,  in  what  man* 
her  I  could  beft  difpofe  of  myfelf  next, 
fince  ic  was  but  too  apparent  to  me,  that 
there  could  be  no  farther  call  for  me  in 
that  country. 

I  had  a  long  eonteft  with  myfelf*  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  for  me  to  re- 
turn t&  my  filler,  and  content  myfelf  with 
a  depencjance  upon  her  for  my  future  well 
being ; '  fbr  that,  I  was  well  atfbred  of 
gpntle  entertainment  from  her,  and  that 
her  benevolent  and  confiderate  difpofition, 
would  think  much  of  nothing  (he  fhould 
do  for  me  within  the  compafs  of  her  abi- 
lity j  but  whether  my  brother  was  then 
living  or  dead,  or  if  the  latter,  what  cir- 
cotpftances  he  might  have  left  her  in,  I 
was  ignorant  *  having  never  fince  my  * 
:  quitting  her  family  kept  up  the  leaft  cor* 
|  retyondence  with  her,  or  fo  much  as  once 
[  tot  her  know  where  I  had  eftabtifred  my 
iifefldence.* 

f  This  notion,  though  the  moft  plaufibfe 
%it  1  could  expert  any  fctiafadion  from, 
w?w  L  3  cntitliofc 
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entitling  me  but  ftill  to  the  poft  of  an  un- 
derling, as  wholly  dependant  upon  my 
(ifter,  I  foon  difcharged  my  brain  of  j  and 
as  any  place  rather  than  the  prefent  would 
prove  agreeable  to  me ;  I  refolved  upon 
returning  to  Oxford,  where  at  lead  I  was 
highly  refpeded;  and  though   I  had  not 
been  able  to  make  my  fortune,  with  any 
of  my  former  fuitors ;  yet,  a$  I  had  never 
wanted  one  or  more  of  them,  luck  might, 
as  I  fancied,  turn,  and  poffibly,  one  of 
larger  abilities  might  offer,  with  whom, 
inftcadof  others  by  me  reje&ed,  I  might 
dill  have  a  chance  for  making  my  lor- 
tune. 

I  was  now  returned  to  Oxford,  and  as 
by  good  fortune,  my  late  lodgings  were 
empty,  I  retook  them,  as  a  place  where  I 
might  moft  readily  be  found  by  all  my 
former  acquaintance,  who  now  flowed  in 
upon  me  thick  and   threefold;  iomeoi 
thole  I  had  caft  off  were  nevcrthfkfi  ** 
my  iervice  again,  as  well  as  others,  whoC*> 
though  I  flhould  never  accept  of,  I  hi*T 
nevertheless  not  wholly  reje&cd. 

Amopgft  the  former  of  thefe  claflfe* 
came  a  gentleman  to  my  lodging  one  da3?' 
to  drink,  tea  with  me,  who  was  not  a  ft**" 
dent  of  the  univerfity,  but  only  an  a*^" 
quaintance  of  my  vifuor,  and  brought  wi^- 
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him  as  I  fuppofed,  for  a  peep  at  his 
miftrefs. 

He  was  a  very  clever  made,  and  well 
behaved  young  fellow,  methoughr,  as  any 
I  had  for  a  long  time  accompanied  with  * 
and  being  exceeding  fmartly  dreflcd,  I 
could  have  no  notion  but  he  muft  be  of 
fome  figure.  He  behaved  fo  genteely  to 
me,  that  if  it  was  not  from  habit,  and 
hk  ufage  wherever  he  came,  I  could  not 
but  eftcem  myfelf  peculiarly  in  his  good 
graces  ;  nor  pleafed  I  my&lf  a  little  at  the 
iurmife  of  it. 

Seeing  no  more  of  him,  \when  my 
quondam  lover  called  upon  me  next,  I 
put  the  queftion,  who. the  gentleman  was 
that  accompanied  him,  when  he  favoured 
me  with  his  laft  viiit  I  He  replied,  a  pe- 
culiar intimate  of  his,  whafe  father  had 
not  been  long  dead,  and  had  left  him  an 
handfome  fortune. 

I  approved  of  him  from  this  report  bet* 
ter  than  before,  and  afked,  whether  he 
had  left  the  country?  He  replied,  yes, 
for  a  little  while ;  but  that  after  a  tour  he 
purpofed  to  make  through  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  counties,;  he  believed  he 
Would  fpend  a  few  more  days  at  Oxford 
with  htm.   ,      "  * 
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He  then  beginning  upon  histoid  tflpte 
of  love,  found  me  fo  far  from  acceeding 
left  refervedly  to  his  requeft,  that  he  was 
perfuaded  from  the  denial  that  I  gave  him, 
and  the  manner  of  ir,  that  he  was  not 
looked  upon  by  me,  as  of  .fufficient  pof- 
leflions  for  forwarding  his  purpofe.  How- 
ever, I  behaved  noways  rudely  to  him  j 
but  plainly  told  him,  that  though  I  fhould 
always  value  his  cobverfacion  as  my  friend, 
I  could  not  condefcend  from  prudence  and 
policy  to  make  him  my  huiband. 

It  was  litde  above  a  fortnight  after  this 
before  he  paid  me  another  vifit  with  Mr. 
Richwould,  (that  being  the  name  of  hi* 
friend)  in  his  hand.  I  own,  I  rejoiced  at 
this  fecond  interview  far  more  (tact  at  eh* 
fir  ft)  as  fufpe&ing  it  to  be  pregnant  of  a 
future  more  near  familiarity  between  us  i 
nor  was  heat  alt  backward  of  teftifymg 
the  efteem  he  had  for  roe,  by  eyefy  win- 
ning art  in  my  favour*  till  fome  little 
time  before  their  departure  j  having  firft 
publickly  declared*  that  throughout  th* 
full  extent  of  his  recolleAion,  he  coukf 
not  remember,  that  he  had  ever  mottf 
than  once  before  pafled  an  afternoon  t*  fo 
tgitealble  company;  he  hoped,  he  fk\d9 
that  during  his  ftay  at  Oxford,  I  would  be 
lb  good,  as  to  admit  him  now  and  then 
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to  thf  J&e  fttisfaftjon ;  to  which,  havfng 
replied,  that  I  was  always  glad  to  fee  any  ^ 
friend  of  Mr.  Vajnlpve,   (the  gentleman 
who  introduced  him  being  fo  called)  they 
took  leareofme. 

Matters  now  ftanding  in  ft)  promififig 
a  way  with  me,  and  not  knowing,  but 
«f>f$iftg  his  return  to  be  at  po  great  di- 
fiance,  I  drefled  in  my  very  beft  fuit, 
with  im  jewel*  wry  afternoon*  that  he 
ought  find  feme  add-on*!  charmi  in  my 
jetton*  ^  he  put  me  to  no  great  trouble- 
afeouft  dff (s  f  for,  qn  the  third  afternoon, 
lie  returned  agiifu  hut  without  his  com* 
mm>n*  nuking  an  bunded  apologiea 
w  thu* fupgly  intruding  ppon  me  *,  \m 
vflferedi^e,  fhaf  hisfriepd  being  engaged, 
La*  had  the  rather  feijwd  the  opportunity 
&i  addrefllng  me  alone :  for  that  people 
■w,h»*rr4fK},  wfre  enemies  to  all  forts  of 
m^ferieperp, 

M^dam,  (aid  he,  to  be  plain  with  you, 

**d  to  behave  with  that  freedom,  which 

*TO7  one  who  fpeaks  a?  he  thinks,  ought 

t»  ^ffame  ;  there  is  not  a  lady  upon  the 

%fc  of  the  earth,  that  has  the  power  t<* 

faWue  me,  and  tp  lead  my  heart  a  cap* 

in  m  her  fetters,  bqiyourfelf. 

It  np^ded  no  ortWr  argument  with  me 

J?  adjpire,  yp»,  Jddcd  be*  than  barely  to 
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behold  and  converfe  with  you;  north®' 
I  fhould  for  ages  enjoy  that  delight,  can 
I  poffibly  be  more  fmitten,  by  thofe  every 
graces  that  adorn  your  perfon  and  intslle&f,. 
than  I  was  at  the  firft  meeting  between 
us ;  both  this,  and  all  future  intercourfe 
between  us,  ferving  but  as  farther  con- 
firmations of  the  redttude  of  my  firft 
paflion.  I  .     iir 

I  am  lenfible,  added  he,  that  whHft 
correfponding  with  a  lady  of  folid  feafe,  I 
have  no  more  to  do  than  to  proclaim  my 
wal  fentiments ;  implore  your  favour  tft 
my  fuit,  add  to  fignify,  that  let yduhibr* 
tune  be  little,  I  crave  no  more ;  let  it  fed 
ever  fo  ample,  I  will  endeavour  from  ttif 
eftate  to  make  you  not  only  an  adequate 
fet  dement,  but  one  to  your  own  fatisfec* 
tion.     And  now,  deareft  lady,  added  he, 
ftart  fuch  obje&ions  as  you  may  already  j 
have  collected,  both   in  oppofition  to  tcifi 
perfon  and  propofals^  that  if  th^y  are  now 
too  weighty  to  be  evinced,  I  may  fdbveiT 
them  \  if  theiy  are,  I  may  as  patiently "J 
can  be,  confident  with  fuch  a  gauling  dij 
appointment,  fuccumb  to%reftft&b1e  &% 
tipy;*but  firft,  madam*  added  he?*  lettj 
in  treat  you,  as  a  means  to  cutevfcry  Ar 
of  my  pretences,  (if  it  prove  fo,^ 
Heaven  avert,)  and  lock  up  my  tc 
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for  ever,  to  be  peremptory  in  your  ah- 
fwer  to  this  plain  qoeftion ;  have  you  a 
mortal  antipathy,  or  folid  averfion  to  my 
perfon  ?  For  if  fbf  I  myfelf  (hall  contriT 
bute  my  whole  force  for  avoiding  you, 
more,  than  were  it  in  .my  power,  tp 
receive  you  in  my  arms.  i         v      , 

I  conftffed,  that  in  my  opinion,  tlfire 
was  but  flight  caufe  for  thatqueftion,  and 
that  himfelf  being  judge,  I  doubted  not 
but  he  would  acquit  m£  of  flattery,  in  de- 
claring it  as  my  opinion,  that  no  Woman 
could  have  either  antipathy  or  averfion  to 
his.  perfon  •,  but  that,  was  that  ever  fo 
amiable,  I  faid,  there  were  many  other 
matters  to  be  agreed  upon,  previous  to  the 
view  he  feemed  to  have  upon  me.  * 

He  admitted  there  were  •,  but  faid,  his 
fir  ft  demand  was,  only  to  know  bow  far 
thofe  others  might  become  ntgcfl&ry  for  a 
difcuffiori;  then  defiring  I  would  confider 
what  detpand  I  would  pleafe  tovjpake  up* 
on  his  eftate,  againfl  he  fcould  nave  the 
honour  to  fee  me  again  ;  he  added,  that 
he  took  the  prefent  moment  to  be $00  pre- 
cious for  examining  into  thole  points, 
which  could  then  noways  be  concluded 
upon ;  and  therefore  hoped,  I  would  in- 
dulge  him  in  the  contemplation  of  thole 
L  6  graces, 
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graces,  which  bad  already  made  (uch  de* 
vacation  in  his  heart. 

I  told  him,  that  1  prefumed  it  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  ftart  a  frefh  fubjeft, 
where  fach  might  lefi  dubicufly  credit  the 
jbther*  than  in  tl#t  be  brought  upon  the 
tapis  j  and  from  thence  we  proceeded  (p 
the  feveral  cpllcgps,  the  news  of  the  place* 
and  other  fuch  topicks  •,  till  the  cyening 
coming  upon  us,  he  firft  recommended 
what  he  propofed  to  my  fcrious  conBder- 
atiqn;  then  craving  leave  to  falute  me, 
which  I  granted  bim,  we  parted* 
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CHAP.    XVII. 

Agree  to  marriage.  Sbe  it0s  ttpp*  -# 
Settlement.  A  put  off  as  to  berjmi- 
tune.  Bite  upon  frte.  Polhfs  re* 
JleStitfm  on  consideration.  Arrive  at 
London.  Mr.Ricbwould  feeks  her 
fortune.    Potty's  bypocrijy. 

MY  courtflwp  proceeded  with  all  the 
vigour  imaginable  till  confent  was 
paffcd  on  both  fides  *  bat  now  I  coming 
to  infift  upon  demanding  my  fettlement, 
( which  I  had  before  propofed  to  be  twelve 
hundred  pounds  a  vear,  and  he  had  a- 
grecd  toj  Mr.  Richwould  replied,  that 
if  I  pleafed,  it  would  be  bed  to  nomi- 
nate what  my  fortune  would  amount  to;, 
that  it  might  be  made  the  conlidemion  of 
the  deed. 

This  (truck  me  all  of  an  heap,  nor 
knew  I  well  what  to  Jay;  but-  having 
often  been  ufcd  t4  vary  from  the  truth, 
and  to  fall  upon  fome  expedient  at  a  dead 
lift,  that  might  help  me  out  of  tl)e  mire  * 
I  replied,  that  I  would  forthwith  write  to 
my  agent  in  town,  who  tranfa&ed  all  my 
money  affairs  for  me,  and  get  him  to  fend 
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kicky  he  laid  was,  that  when  Jie  parted 
with. his  friends  at  Oxford,  intending,  as 
he  had  told  them,  today  a  week  after 
them,  he  forgot  to  order  <fc>wn  his  own 
imn.  r 

I  muft  own,  I  was  not  over  fond  of  his 
takmg  fo  long  a  journey ;  for  as  he  had 
been   fo  infttfruly    ftricken    with  mine, 
fothe  new  face  by  the  way  might  make  a? 
ekfy  a  conqueft  of  him,  and, then  1  (botrtd 
be  juft  as  far  to  feek  for  my  hufband,  and 
(ettkmenr,  as  I  was  before  I  knew  him. 
■    This  fancy   giving    me  abundance  dT 
diftorbance  all  night,  a»  alfo  the  thooghp 
of  how1  IQiould  coinb  off  about  my  for- 
tune, which  I  could  conceive  no  way  of 
deceiving  him  in,  bat  what  was  liable  to 
tobje&ions*  in  cafe  he  fhould  infift  upon  a 
fight  of  my  fccurities  :  1  refolved  the  next 
m6rmng  to    idvjfe  with   fome  la»wyerr 
wtether  *hcpe  was  no  way  to  be  invent- 
edy  for  obliging  a  man  after  marriage, 
fofcoropty  with  an  agreement  made  before 
marriage,  for  fettling  upon  His  intended 
wife,  (uchan  annuity  out  of  his.eftate,  be 
HwhcreV'or  what  it  would  •,  and   if  fo, 
and  I  wdojd^orrtply  with  that,  and  wait 
tor  my  ftttlemeht  'till after  ;he  celebration 
^oir  rtoptiils^  wh/ ihould  he  not  wait 
*ill!  then >ft>Mny  for cunei      . 

I  en- 
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I  enquired  out  a  man  for  the  purpofc, 
laid  my  cafe  before  him*  and  demanded, 
whether,  according  to  the  ftate  of  it,  a 
woman  could  be  fecure  afterwards,  who 
ventured  upon  the  marriage  tie  before 
hand  ?  Now,  though  I  had  made  a  vaft 
difficulty  of  the  cafe,  this  man  of  law, 
quieted  my  coofcience  in  a  whiff,  by  pro- 
moting either  articles,  or-  a  bond ;  but 
then,  he  faid,  that  either  mufli  be  made 
to  a  truftee  for  me. 

Here  I  was  at  as  great  a  plunge  it 
ever;  for  that  not  a  frogle  friend  upon 
earth  had  I,  in  whom  I  dared  to  repofe 
fuch  a  confidence.  I  had  thoughts  of  my 
brother,  but  feared  he  myft  be  in  bit 
grave  by  that  time;  my  fifter  then  pre* 
fented,-but  (he  might  be  there  too,  for 
ought  1  knew  to  the  contrary;  however, 
I  took  it  for  no  firall  point  gained,  thtf 
I  was  afcertained  the  thing  might  be  done ; 
ft  that  when  Mr.  Rich  would  called  upon 
me  in  the  afternoon  t  in  one  of  the  fofteft 
moments  of  his  dalliance  with  me ;  Mr. ' 
Richwould,  faid  I,  will  it  be  poffible  for 
<  me  to  part  with  you  for  an  whqle  month 
into  YorWhirei  AM  kit  lady!  fajd  he, 
chat  very  licp  Jiafe  created,  me  more  per- 
plexity than  any  one  thing  that  ever  I  hid 
caufe  to  dread  before  >  but  fo  it  my  ft  be  * 
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for  I  know  not  any  other  way  to  reconcile 
it,  agreeable  to  your  feiety ;  unlefs  your 
condefcenfion*  to  accept  of  my  foleroneft 
promife  and  engagement  might  prevent 
it ;  in  which  cafe,  I  hope,  y6u  take  me 
for  a  man  Of  more  honour  than  to  falfify 
my  word  to  you. 

Squeezing  then  his  hand,  which  held 
mine- in  it.  O!  Mr.  Rich  would,  laid  I, 
whit  is  that  thing  ydu  could  not  per* 
foade  me  to  ? 

My  joy!  my  life!  feid  he,  and  can  yeas 
place  yoor  confidence  in  me?  I  can,  I 
will,  fiudl;  botchenlef  itbeBgnificdbjr 
feme  article  or  agreement  under  your 
band*  leaft,  as  we  are  ffKnrtat*  ftwuld  any 
accident  happen  to  yoo,  before  die  pet* 
ft&ioft  of  your  real  fettlement  upon  roe, 
(which  Sue  prevent)  I  Ibouki  be  unrobed 
in  faits  with  your  relations. 

Few  words  were  wanting,  for  inducing 
Urn  to  a  ftep,  than  which  no  one  in  al 
Attire  could  be  more  acceptable  to  himi 
ktfcat  I  agreed  to  go  with  him  the  next 
looming  to  the  lawyer,  to  give  inftruo* 
fats  for  fettling  all  things  to  his  mind. 
<  I  was  now  as  good  as  certain  in  my 
Own  bread:,  that  whatever  my;  fortune 
might  be,  wwld  be  of  no  confequence*  it 
lot  being  a  real  fettkment  that  was  to  be 

made* 
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made;  but  when  we  come  to  ftate  fa£h  to 
the  lawyer,  and  Mr.  Richwoold  had  told 
him,  that  his  eftate  lay  in  fuch  and  fuch 
parifhes  in  the  north-riding  of  Yorkfhire, 
and  he  had  minuted  that  down  ;  he  im- 
mediately alked  me  the  amount  of  my 
fortune  to  make  that  the  confideration. 

I  replied  moft  unconcernedly,  that  I 
was  to  have  wrote  for  an  account  of  it ; 
had  not  my  head  been  lately  fo  filled  irith 
other  things,  that  I  had  forgotten  it ;  but 
(kid,  it  (hould  be  done  one  of  the  firft 
things  I  undertook  at  my  return;  though 
I  could  not  fee,  why  that  need  be  any. 
obftacle  to  his  proceeding  with  the  deed: 
for  let  my  fortune  turn  out  what  it  wbuW> 
k  muft  be  my  hufband#s ;  why  then  could 
not  he  fay,  in  confideration  of  my  fortur' 
and  leave  the  quantum  to  a  future  det< 
jnination? 

:    Madam, .  replied  the  lawyer,  you  have 
helped  cue  out  incomparably  ;>fo  let  it  be, 
una  then  the  articles  may  be  profecuted, ' 
bs  that  you  (hall  have  them  ready  inthns  w 
days.  * 

Being  thus  difpenfed  with,,  from  eitbu 
producing  or  adjufting  the  fum  of  mf 
Jortune  ;  though  I  daily  bore  it  on  mf 
back,  and  could  have  icon  dtlivercd 
in  an  oral  inventory  of  it ;    1  became  the 
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lefs  preffipg  for  the  Tettlement ;  bat  de* 
pending  upon  the  lawyer's  (kill,  built 
vaft  hopes  upon  the  articles  he  h*I  in 
hand. 

As  matters  were  now  fo  nearly  brought 
to  a  crifis,  Mr.    Richwojild   grew  more 
and  more  impatient  for  the  folcmnization 
of  our  nuptials ;  prefiin£   me  to  declare 
both  when  and  where  they  fliould  be  cele* 
braced  ;  but  though  I  was  no  lefs  anxious 
for  their  completion  than  himfelf,  I  was 
oblliged  tp  employ  many  little  feminine  ar- 
tifices, expreflive  of  my  timidity  at  its  ap- 
proach, and  excufatory  of  my  too  hafty 
compliance,  which  fpurring  him  but  the 
n\6re  vehemently  to  urge  a  difpakch ;  as 
^~$  other  ladies  do  id  like  cafe,  I  fuffer- 
nyfelf  to  be  it  length  prevailed  bpon 
lis  importunities,  for  the  celebration  on 
next    morning    after    the   articles 

anjgf  thtls.  far  agreed,  left'  formality, 
qSeedfui  betWee'n"us  than  before,  and  % 
ui^»  'oferlibfifc  cohditibhs  •,  as  firft* 
'.$!  him,  that  a  public  Wedding  had 
been  my  & yerfion,  wherein,   (how- 


,  ljf  ipight  fuit  my  prefent  -^purpofe)! 

moft  horribly,  it  b$ing  ,wh^t  1  ha^. 

jbe^ri  mpft'  an  adtfiirer  or  i  then  I  iot$ 


moft  horribly,  it  b$ing  jwhft 
^ri  mpftanadtfiirerori  the? 
tftat  thert  would  be  another  ronyenK 
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cnce  in  it,  that  the  extravagant  expence 
of  no?  clothes  might  be  thereby  fared  to 
us.  T  recommended  to  him,  that  the  ce- 
remony might  be  performed  at  fomc 
village  near  Oxford  •,  but  not  in  the  city 
icfelf:  for  that,  I  being  fo  well  known 
there,  we  fhould  draw  upon  ourfelves  fuch 
a  round  of  company,  and  vificing,  as  I 
fliould  be  wholly  unprepared  for,  unlefs  I 
had  made  op  purpofely  fome  new  fuits* 
nor  would  the  company  prove  either  of 
pleafure  or  utility  to  us,  who  muft  fo  foon 
take  a  final  farewel  of  them,  upon  oof 
retiring  to  his  feat  in  Xorkftire. 

He  JiighJy  commepd^c}  my  prudence* 
and  accorded  to  all  that  I  had  o2<re4  tQ 
him  |  whereupon,  after  filing  this  artf- 
des,  wherein  the  lawyer  w»  nQmmjtea 
as  a  truftee  for  me,  w*t  the  next  day, 
were  made  man  and  wife  at  Whitney; 
where  wc  fpent  two  or  three  days  at  m 
inn  fre  put  up  at,  before  we  returned  W 
Oxford.  In  this  time,  though  I  employed 
ill  the  art  in  my  power  for  decoy ing  hin^ 
dircftly  to  Yorkshire  *  yet,  without  inflate 
ing  matters  to  a  downright  breach  be- 
tween us,  I  could  by  no  means  divert  hfo 
purppfe  for  London,  where  he  had  ipany 
friends  to  take  his  leave  of,  and  affairs  ttr 
tranfad,  he  iaid,   befides  what  was  rel* 

live 
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ive  to  my  fortune*  which,  as  it  was  in  • 
the  flocks,  he  ought  to  have  transferred 
into  his  name  ;  all  which,  might  be  more 
readily  done  whilft  we  were  fo  near  to 
that  city,  than  by  taking  a  journey  on 
purpofe  :  fo  that  we  tarried  but  two  days 
at  Oxford  after  our  return,  juft  t6  befpeak 
my  paflage  to  London  by  the  coach,  and 
to  pack  up  the  clothes  I  had  there ;  he 
himfelf  accompanying  me  by  the  coach 
fide  on  horfeback. 

A  thorough  confideration  had    upon 
every  contingency  that  may  eventually  a* 
rife,  in  the  profecution  of  every  enter- 
|)rizc,  is  certainly  the  firft  and  leading 
ftep,  promiflbry  of  a  fuccefsful  ifllie ;  nor 
can- common  prudence  be  afcribed  to  that 
^perfon,  who  lets  not  out  upon  that  foun- 
dation i  but  yet,  it  had  ever  been  my  me- 
^h«3,  after  fixing  upon  the  end  that  I 
wuU  accomplifh,  to  pufh  it  forwards, 
w«frV  probable  means  yn  my  power  \ 
Jail  referring  what  was  to  come,  to  my 
J>vention    in    future,    for  rendering  it 
j^ofperqus  to  me. 

;  J  ha4.cver,  frotq  natural  difpofition, 
^-  xoo.  yiqjent  in 1  my  purfuifs  to  cpove 
y  iji  thwn  •  jpd  u>  I  could  but  com- 
J|  fijj  ds$f&,  .^ever  troubled'  I  my  head 
$pn  the  ixicommodities  they  might  fub- 
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jeft'meto;  which  hafty  proceedings  of 
>  taine,  had  never  been  attended  with 
more  infelicitous  circumftances  than  were 
likely  torefult  from  this  my  late  marriage : 
for  now  I  came  to  cool,  and  refledt  upon 
that  aft,  and  found  myfelf  upon  my  way 
to  London,  where  every  furmife  of  my 
hufband,  relative  to  the  immenfity  of  my 
fortune,  muft  fo?  foon  vanifti ;  1  Could  fo&fc 
upon  myfelf  as  in  no  better  ftate  than  tHit 
of  a  condemned  criminal,  who  every  turft 
of  the  wheels  counts  up  his  nearir  accefs  to 
the  place  of  his  execution. 

What  will,  nay,  what  can  my  hofbancl 
fay,  thinks  I,  when  upon  our  arrival,  I 
muft  be  compelled  to  avouch  to  him,thalt 
the  fums  he  expe&s  me  to  have  refefved 
in  the  flocks  there,  are  chimerical  only  ? 
What  lefs  than  a  cheat,  and  an  impoftor 
can  he  pronounce  me?  And  then,  whalt 
ufage  can  he  judge  too  bad  for  the  ?  He 
will  never  perform  his  cpntrifct  with  mfrf, 
and  then  being  poftibly  turned  adrift,  as 
an  infamous  p£rfdn,  and  abandoned  by 
him,  I  (hall  be  even  worfe  oflf,  than  in  the 
'moft  fervile,  if  reputable  ^mpldymerrt. 

Thefe  thoughts  torrtiented  me  throujjh 

the/ whole' cpurfe  of myjiournt^rbdt 'lb 

infoflfcrably  toward^  tlie/Tattet^ end  of  it, 

*  that  not  knowing  ho W  to  cotne  6ff  with 

him, 
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him,  I  had  once  aftrong  inclination  for 
running  away  from  him,  (o  foon  as  we 
fhould  be  lodged  at  our  inn  ;  not  deput- 
ing, but  in  fuch  a  vaft  and  iruricate 
place  as  I  had  heard  London  to  be,  I  might 
fecret  myfelf  from  him;  which,  though 
under  the  ncceflity  of  fubfifting  upon  < 
bread  and  water  alone,  I  fhould  prefer  to 
the  vile  treatment  I  could  only  have  in 
expedition  from  him. 

I  had  almoft  adjufed  the  method  of  my 
flight,  by  the  time  that  we  had  reached 
the  ft  ones  end,  and  had  improved  my 
firft  fcheme  prodigiouQy  ;  nay,  had  exe- 
cuted it  that  very  night,  had  not  my  huf-  - 
band,  upon  our  arrival,  and  being  fhewn 
into  our  lodging  room,  feemedmore  than 
ordinarily  fond  of  me  $  and  then,  after 
drinking  a  glafs  or  two  of  wine  to  me, 
told  me,  that  as  his  bufinefs  would  detain 
him  in  town  but  two  or  three  days  at  mod, 
he  fhould  be  glad,  if  I  would  call  upon 
.my  agent  the  next  morning,  and  appoint 
piitp  to  meet  us  the  day  following,  to 
^transfer  the  docks  to  us,  and  at  the  fame 
titne  to  come  prepared  with  his  accompts 
"  rourinfpe&ion,  that  we  ipjght  be  afc 

lined  what  .was  remaining  in  his  hands, 

take  order  for  tbe.difpoftwon  of  it  ac-: 

iingly. 
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No  cordial  jalip  could  have  more  in- 
vigorated me  than  this  fpeech  of  my  hus- 
band's •,  as  now,  I  fhould  not  be  forced 
upon  my  wits  for  that  night,  but  have 
another  fair  day  for  refie&ion  upon  roy* 
ioture  condoft  *  but  ftill  could  I  propound 
to  myfelf  no  means  for  the  laving  of  mf 
credit  with  him,  when  the  time  he  hri 
appointed  me  (hould  beelapftd. 

I  fet  out  the  next  day,  as  upon  a  walk 
fo  my  agent's,  who  I  had  told  bim  was  a 
met  chant  in  the  city,  and  cm  wards  I  mo* 
tred,  with  as  little  heart  for  diverting  roy- 
fclf  with  the  fight  of  London,  as  ever* 
poor  foul  did,  that  through  want  had 
ftrollcd  into  it  for  alms  ^  nor  madelthe 
leaft  ufe  of  my  watch  by  my  fide,  icarcet 
ttreet  that  I  came  to,  not  having  a  clock 
m  it ;  fo  that  one  o'clock  being  the  hour 
we  were  to  dine  at,  I  took  care  to  be  jogg- 
ing homewards  by  that  time,,  from  en* 
quijries  that  I  made  alraoft  every  twenty 
doors  as  I  went. 

I  had  thought,  till  my  brains  were  ready 
to  fly  in  pieces  with  racking  them,  what 
anfwer  to  return  my  huiband  *  but  coofcfc 
hit  of  nothing  to  the  purpofe;  till  withiot 
fight  of  my  inn,  when  a  (udden  fancy* 
taking  me,  that  .1  would  infill  upon  ha 
fettling  the  annuity  upon  me  before  the 

ftocks 
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.  flocks  fhould  be  conveyed  to  him.'    Thw 

*$art,  ufhcring  much  more  matter  into  my 

|&iif%  that  I  might  take  tipie  to  djgp(jt 

r  ^t  a,  little  before  I  (hould  come   to  the 

t  <§qin£  I  turned  back  again,  and  faui)ter- 

L  jpd  pn  till  I  had  wrought  up  a  good  plan- 

K  r^e  rtory;   which,  if  it  did  no  more** 

qld  gain  /pe  a  good  f pace  of  time  for 

ning  myfelf  in,  and  perhaps  for  im* 

wing,  upoa  my  owjirbintsf  to  fome  as 

K  unthought  of  punpofe:   fo  that  a£ 

gth,  having  my  ftory  perfe&j  and  at 

\tdngue*s  end5 1  boldly  entered  my  inn 

iianerj  but  though  I  verily  though t* 

id  fcarce  fpent  ten  minutes  in  the  em* 

rcnent*  I  had  made  him  wait,  he  (aid* 

ii  hour  for  mp. 

liter  we  had  dined,    the  firft  queftion 

i  my  hufband  was,    whether  I  had 

purled  my  agent  ?  And  what  hour  and 

e  he  would  meet  us  at,  the  next  day  ? 

ienf  in  order  to  teftify  how  foreign  to 

inclination  my  agent  had  behaved  to 

,  I  fell  a  weeping  fo,  asXqarcje,  by  every 

he  could  employ,  iobe  pacified  •,  and 

jl  length  told  him,  that  my  agent  having 

*    $  xnc  about  my  marriage,   and  what 

ement  I  had,  1  had  told  him,  that  it 

-£P»  no*  as  yet  made  ;  but  that  my  hut 

|$hd  was  under  articles  for  fo  doing,  fo 

I    Vol,  L  M    •'  foon 
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1bon  as  we  fbould  arrive  in  Yorfrihiit 
which,  added  %\  he  irplicd,  ■  It  irHI 
time  enough  for  me  to  account  and  p 
fer  your  kcurities  when  the  fettlema 
4X>lnpIeated>  but  till  that  h  produce 
me,  and  approved  by  my  council,  n< 
penny  will  I  part  with. 

I  added,  that  I  had  ufcd  everventr 
for  prevailing  with  him,  but  all  in  vs 
fo  defired  him  to  forward  the  fettlem 
that  being  the  only  way  to  make  mat 
eafy  ;  and  then  breaking  out  into  fan 
lamentations,  there  is  one  thing,  adde 
that  gives  the  greateft  trouble  of  ail, 
that  is,  fo  foon  as  he  heard  I  was  marr 
he  made  me  folemnly  /wear,  that  I  wc 
upon  no  account  difcover  his  name, 
place  of  abode  to  you,  till  the  fettlerr 
ihould  be  produced  to  him:  for  had! 
been  drawn  into  that  oath,  you  fl* 
have  gone  to  him  yourfelf,  and  h 
threatened  him  till  he  had  complied  * 
us. 

I  could  perceive,  that  my  hufband 
*fcry  near  upon  introducing  a  difiw 
way  of  behaviour  to  me  upon  this  dil 
pointment,  from  what  he  had  ever1 
preflcd  before  5  but  though  he  was 
tremely  chagrined  in  his  mind,  heft 
thered  it ;  faying    little  more  than 

'  wo 


would  keep  him  another  day  in  town  * 
but  that  lihoyld  fyew  hinji  she  articles  at 
die  nextimfrfing,  vim  tttc  figbt  of  which 
he  muft  needs  be  faffisfied,  . 

v^.^'^i»j\fia«  we  had  paJTedftme  time 
«g«her,inproCp<a;  of  all  going  right  on 
tfe  morrow^  hedifcovered  no  farther  dU 
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chap-  xvn.       ! 

Rqfletiions  upon  falfity.  Her  inland 
fufpe&s  her.  Ubey  quarrel  about  her 
fortune.  $be  naked  truth  on  both 
fides.  Agree  upon  parting.-  VFriUs 
to  her  ffter.  Polly  declares  her  fa* 
tnily.  Her  hujband  his.  Mrs. 
Wrothlefs's  invitation  to  Gloucefier- 
Jhire.    Polly  and  her  hujband  parU 

MY  no&urnal  reflections  upon  the 
fecond  deal  of  the  fame  game  I 
ic  day  before  played,  expelled  all 
(lumber  from  my  eye-lids. 

I  wasfenfible,  that  as  I  had  now  began 
upon  the  firft  a£t  of  my  farce,  fo  I  muft 
be  compelled  to  go  through  with  it;  but  < 
what  I  muft  fay,  or  how  behave,  ihouW.  i 
he  threaten  me  for  not  difcovering  tfff 
agent  to  him*  I  could  no  way  invent,  to  te 
of  force  enough  for  diverting  his  purpofer| 
That  I  could  make  no  difcovery  of  a  non-^ 
cxiftent  perfon,  Was  .moft  certain;  but| 
how'  to  guard  off  the  impending  crufl^ :j 
that  muft  await  my  abfblute  refuial  W»J 
obey  him,  was  the  difficulty  I   had  tm 

ftruggle 
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flruggle  with  till,   if  poffiblc*  the  fettle 
ment  fhould  be  perfe&ed. 

I  had  tumbled  and  toffed  myiclf  a* 
bout  all  night  through  the  perfeft  agony 
I  was  in,  and  towards  morning  I  had 
thought  of  profefling  myfel?  exceeding, 
ill,  which  I  prefumed  would  in  fome 
meafure  account  for  my  reftleffnefs*tamy 
hufband,  who  having  been  fufficienily  dif- 
turbed  by  it,  had  as  often  enquire*  kita 
what  ailed  me ;  but  then,  thinks  Iy  i& 
will  be  but  a  day  or  two  gained  fhould 
I  keep  my  bed  fo  long,  and  the  mifchief 
muft  come  out  at  laft  *  fo  that  I  exploded 
all  fuch  like  conceits,,  and  as  ufual  arofc 
and  dreffed  myfelf. 

The  feft  thing  my  hufband  looked  our 

for  was  his  articles,,  which  having  laid 

ready  upon  the  table  v  no  fooner  had  wo 

iken  our  breakfaftsr  than  he  hurried  me; 

ut  with  them  in  my  pocket,  and  diP 

^tched  me  away  to  my  agent. 

>  What  a  wretched  figure  does  a  perfon 

ceprefent  even  to  himfelf,  who  fets  forth 

pon  a  deceitful  purpofe,  with  intent  to 

Tosen  another  who  depends  upon  his  in-^ 

grity!  for  notwithftanding  the  fcheme 

-\  proceeds  upon  may  be  ever  fo  acutely 

id*  as  he  is  all  the  while  ading  a  part 

veign  to  his  own  fenfes,  he  appears  but 

Mj  to* 
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*o  Birrifelf  a$  a  mkn  in  difgu ife>  whilft  bis 
confcience  torment  him,  by  the  charge  of 
nee  only,' verbal  but  mental  hypocrify. 

<How  cabtioufljr  irtuft  he  behave  toft 
he  apptars  himfcif  and  difcovers  ail  *  and1 
how  confounded  in  his  own  breaft,  leaft 
every  fy liable  he  fpeaks  fliould  be  con- 
ftrued  into  matter  for  his  detection  •,  nor 
indeed  happens  it  unfrcquentjy,  that  be- 
ing en&ngied  in  his  own  proceeding^,  fW 
wane  of  proper  connection  and  depend 
dance,  one  part  upon  the  other,  he  cle* 
tedte  himfelf  to  his  utter  confu&n:   fa 
that  of  all  fciences  under  pr*6Uce  In  tol- 
man  life,  1  am  fcarce  acquainted  with  any 
of  them,  that  requires  more  fltill  attd  4tf- 
terixy  in  the  profitable  >  rjianaigemen  t  l  of 
it,  than  the  prbfefied  cheat  and  mpbftpl 
who,  as  he  muft  never  f^eak as  he  thltil 
ibmuft'for  ever  think  of  what  he  b 
fpoken,  or  he  convhfts  himfelf,  and  t 
comes  contemptible. 

At  my  return  at  noon ;   well !  fekM 
hufbind,  I  prefume  thofe artiete*  pitotf 
fo  fatisfa&ory  to  your  ageht,   a*  to  pte^ 
vent  all  farther  difficulty  or  delay.  ■"-^ 
When,  then,  are  we  to  meet  him  *ti*P« 
have  the  ftock  transferred  f  y^ 

He  might  have  guefled  by   the  ft#v 
countenaocelputon  at  approaching hiS^' 

wha^l 
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he  iflueof  my  errand  had  (#60* 
;  either  did  not,  or  would  not  feeov 
pgnqfticate  from'  it  $  fb  that  I  wa* 
d  to  inform  hiror  that  my  walk  had 
:o  no  purpofe  j  for  that  he  had  ob* 
sly  rdufed  to  do  any  thing  till  the 
nent  fhould  be  ftrft  executed,,  and 
If  have  a  fight  of  it  \  for  he  infifted* 
bim,asheafiared  me,  that  he  had 
iied  my  father,  upon  his  recommend- 
le  to  him  before  his  deaths  never  tot 
e  injured*  by  parting  with  my  for* 
xtt  of  his.  handtw  (ill  he  had  fe$n  #» 
tome  eqpivaleiu  made  to  me.  v 

ljs  fa  ruffled  my  huflttnd,  as  to  force 
play  of  th?  \vorlt  of  tempers  he  could 
m,  when  he  Ihould  pleafe  to  fee  oc- 
*  for  it;  foe  this,  he  now  vented,  in 
i  upon  me,,  my  marriage  pxy  agent* 
fortune,  and  whatever  neyt  camq 
>mind.  He  wouW  $o;  humoat  iiicik 
»),  though  he ibo^dMver fee  afar- 
^  of  my  money  i  nay,  he  would  com* 
:c  a  fuit  at  law  againft  him  dire&ly* 
rather  fpend  the  whole  of  my  fortune 
i  the  lawyers,  than  faffcr  himfelf 
&  To  palpably  babbled  by  me :  for  be 
fure*  Iflauft  be  in  the  fecret,  and  a 
derate  with  him  ;  or  no  man  of  any 
itauoa  durft  ftand  out  againft  a  de* 
M  4  mand 


vm 
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lftmd  fo  juft  and  reafonable  i  nay,  Be 
the  rather  induced  to  believe  me  a  party 
in  the  combination,  from  my  pretence  of 
an  oath  not  to  difcover  the  name  and  a- 
bode  of  fuch  a  rafcal. 

One  word  drawing  on  another,  and 
this  a  third,  no  lefs  reflecting  than  the 
former ;  I  was  refolved  to  Hand  ftiffiy  to 
it,  that  my  oath  having  palled,  I  was  de~ 
termined,  come  life,  come  death,  never 
to  falfify  it ;  and  that  therefore,  unlefs  b*v 
would  make  the  previous  fettlement,  t 
would  neither  ever  difcover  the  man,  or 
ihould  he  be  a  penny  the  better  for  my 
fortune  *  and  thus  concluded  the  evening, 
each  as  ftifF  as  the  other,  in  his  and  my 
ewn  Opinion. 

We  went  to  bed  together  however, ; 
aotwithftanding  this  tiff;  but  little  ex« 
|>e£Utiofi  had  I  of  die  leaft  of  thofe  teft- 
derneffes  *fcp#fcffible  there,  and  moreef*  i 
pecially  betWeeta  fuch  green  lovers,  as  had:;j 
not  yet  got  the  honey-moon  over.  How* 
ever,  we  had  not  been  long  there,  tbir; 
each  had  at  firft  feized  upon  a  fituatiofl 
the  moft  reniote  from  the  other  that  was 
pdffible;  before  my  hufbahd  cafting  hii 
•rm  over  me,  alked  me  fcrioufly,  wh& 
ther  I  believed  my  agent,  knowing  it  to 
be  my  expeefs' defire  and  entreaty,  thai 

he 
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te  fliould  transfer  my  fecuritles  to  him, 
would  then  abfolutely  decline  the  do* 
ingit? 

This  being  what  I  had  no  room  to  fuf- 
pe&  from  him,  I  replied,  that  poflibly  he 
mights  but  that  truly,  fince  he  had  made 
Rich  an  pppofition  to  fecuring  me  firffc,  as 
if  it  Was  a  matter  of  fuch  vail  importance, 
I  had  but  little  heart  either  to  defire  or 
intreat  it  as  from  myfelf,  or  for  my  own 
lake ;  for  fear  he  fliould  afterwards  fail  in 
his  performance  to  me. 

I  heard  not  a  fy  liable  more  from  my 
hufband  for  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour ;  nor 
had  I  fafpefted  lefs  than  his  being  faft  a- 
Heepall  the  while,  had  he  not  ifiued  forth 
riow  and  then  a  figh  as  from  the  profun- 
dity of  his  heart  root.    At  length,  Molly, 
feidhe,  do  you  love  me  fincerely  ? 
Jafked  him,  what  room  he  could  have, 
doubt  it?    Nay,  aniwered  he,  ii  you 
what  wiH  it  matter  to  you,  whether  I 
any  cftate  or  not,  fo  you  have  but 
ient  for  us  both  ?  I  replied,  that  had 
ricd  a  man,  knowing  him  to  have 
te,  I  fliould  think  myfelf  obliged  to- 
rhim*   but  why  he;  who  had  one,: 
offer  at  that  queftion  to  m<\  I  wa% 
I  told  him. 

M.£  He 
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He  w»  now  fiknt  again  for  fbmei 
till  prefently,  clafping  me  in  his ; 
Molly,  faid  he,  will  it  be  pofllblc  ' 
to  pardon  an  iinpofitfon,  that  my! 
compelled  me  tk>  put  upon  you  ? 

I  darting  at  thefe  words  \  what  it 
(ition  ?  demanded  I.    Why,  of  my i 
ing  an  eftate  in  Yorkflike,  added 
whereas,  in  truth,  neither  there,  or 
where  have  I  one.     My  indignation 
fo  over-powered  liiy  judgment,  that 
lying  that  I  could  repay  him  in  his 
coin,   and  exulting  at  my  capacity 
confounding  him ;    nor  I,   the  leaft  ' 
tune  upon  earth,  replied  I,   fave  a 
of  guineas  in  my  pocket,  and  he 
glad  am  I.  that  I  have  not. 

What  could  induce  you,  faid  I,  to  j 
fure  me  of  an  eftate  in  Yorkflitre, 
whence  my  jointure  was  to  ifiue  ? 
replied  he,   what  could  induce  you 
fpeak  fo  glibly  of  money  in  the  for " 
you  had, none)  But  as  this  is  more  th 
can  give  credit  to,  I  do  allure  you,  ac 
he,  you  (hall  ever  find  me  ready  to 
firm  your  right  to  it  after  my  de 
leaving  me  but  the  income  whilft  I 
and  the  difpofal  of  a  fingle   rt 
pounds  at  my  deceafe,  or  fooner,  as  I 
have  occafion  for  in 
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Are1  you  rt&lly  in  eirneft,  Mh  Rich- 
would?  laid  I.  Heamifedrticby  allthat 
was  good*  he  had  declared  the  gehbirid 
truth  to  me;    as  I  alfo  then  folemttly 

F-otcfted  I  had  to  him ;  when  I  declared,* 
had  neither  (locks  or  other  fcdiriries  foif 
money  or  monies  worthy  fave  my  w&riftg 
apparel  and  ornament*,  and-  a  very  few 
guineas  in  my  pocket,  ■'*-•" 

I  expefted  ft  to  haute  fallen  much  het* 
vier  on  my  fide  than  it  did;  but  after  we 
had  thus  openly  explained  ourfelvefc  trt 
each  other,  we  both  fell  adeep,  and  irt 
thfe  morning,  inftead  of  the  upbraiding* 
I  <expeftcd  from   him,  artd  was  nfyfelf 
Tepared  for  returning  in  kind  to  him, 
e  vowed,  that  notwithftanding  all  that 
tad  paffed  between  us  laft  night  was  lite* 
ally  true,  he  could  hot  but  greatly  refc 
wftrrre;  but  as  to  our  living  together, 
e  laid,  upon  nothing,  it  would  be  im* 
taftkable,  and  therefore  we  muft  con* 
ude  upon  parting :  for,  as  a  fingle  man, 
'ough  with  fcarce  fifty  pounds  in  his 
fcfcet,  he  doubted  not  brufiiing  through 
£;  World,  and  advifed  me,  amongft  my 

tv  acquaintance,  to  endeavour  at  doing 
Jibe:   for  that*  othetwife,  whilft  to- 
iler, we  could  have  no  profpeft  but  of 

!?1D&      .       M6  W« 
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We  eqntfnqed  however  at  the  inn  for 
ibme  fev:daysi  till  each  looking  upoa 
the  other >s  our  undoer,  our  love  cooling 
more  and  more  daily ;  lead  our  inward 
rancour  fliould  burft  forth  into  brawling, 
we  agreed  to  feparate ;  that  is,  he  was  to 
remain  at  London,  where  he  had  been 
Vom,  find  had  ever  refided,  and  I  was  to 
feek  my  fortune,  either  there,  or  where- 
ever  I  could  hope  to  find  it. 

For  the  few  days  whilft  we  flayed  at 
the  inn,  moft  of  my  thoughts  had  been 
employed  upon  the  expedition  I  fliould 
pext  fet  out  upon:  for,  having  by  my  fa- 

f  tal  marriage  with  Mr.  Rich  would,  pre* 
vented  all  advancement  by  wedlock;  *  I 
knew  not  what  courfe  to  betake  my  (ell 
to,  and  then  fliould  I  prove  with  child, 
which  I  was  yet  uncertain  of  *  unltfs  I 
could  produce  a  father  to  it,  the  imputa- 
tion of  a  lewd  woman,  would  fo  for  ever 
adhere  to  me,  that  I  fliould  be  remarked 

,for  jt  wherever  I  fliould  go :  fo  that,  be- 
fore we  parted,  Iprmijed  upon  him  to 
give  me  a.  writing  under  his  hand,  that 
he  was  my  hulband,  and  m  cafe  1  fliould 
prove  with  child,  from  the  date  of  his 
marriage  with  me,  which  he  exprefled 
therein,  he  thereby  acknowledged  the 
child  to  be  his  own. 

After 
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After  adjufting  thole  preliminaries;' as 
my  ftock  of  money  would  but  very  little 
longer  hold  out ;  I  feemed  to  have  no- al- 
ternative to  be  produced  againft  my  in- 
ftantly  repairing  to  my  filter,  to  fee  what 
condition  and  circumftance  Ihe  then  lived 
in,  a*  whether  wife  or  widow,  and  in  what 
plenty  or  fcantinefs  of  provilion,  my  bro- 
ther, if  dead,  had  left  her  in.  .  < 

However,  before  I  would  venture  upon 
lb  long  and  expenfive  a  journey,  I  refol- 
ved  to  write  to  my  filter,  to  know  how 
agreeable  my  prefence  would  be  with  her  ? 
and  to  defire  her  anfwer  to  my  inn  by 
the  poft,  that  I  might  frame  my  mea- 
tuses accordingly  >  and  this  I  did,  as  fol- 
lows* : 


vm 


>■■■■ 

k-.    ■       ■■    ■:■■■  :  '    ■ 

m>.  -  ■•■  •  ■      ■    ■  ■     ' ." 

*  -  •  •'■'■■''"■  Mti 


K 


i 


Mrs.  Mary  Rich  would* 

To  Mrs.  la* ti c\a  Wrothlss** 


"  Dear  lifter, 
•••  TI7HEN  I  tell  you  I  am  mar- 
H  VV  r'e^>  y°av  "forpriasfe  at  the 
€i  name  fubfcribed,  will  inftantly  ceafe. 
44  I  am  married,  I -fay,  but  better  had  it 
«4  been  for  me  had  it  not  been  fo:  for  I 
44  am  obliged  to  part  from  my  hufband, 
44  that  if  poffible,  each  feparately,  may 
41  ^njoy  thofe  comforts  in  life,  which  to- 
4*  gether  we  cannot  hope  for ;  but  more 
**  of  this  if  I  am  ever  fo  happy  as  to  fee 
4<  you. 

cc  What  I  would  now  entreat  of  you  is, 
cc  your  anfwer  to  this,  directed  to  the 
44  Oxford  arms  in  Warwick-lane,  Lon- 
M  don ;  informing  me  of  your  health,  and 
41  whether  my  brother  4s  ftiH  living,  as 
"  alfo,  whether  after  fo  long  ao  abknce 
44  and  filence,  I  may  ftill  hope  to  be  af» 
*4  fe&ionately  received  by  you  in  cafe  of 
"  my  coming  into  Gloucefterlhire. 

«!  I  Hull 
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"  I  (ball  trouble  you  no  farther,  than 
w-  ta  afiiirc  yoa  how  pleafurable  your  kind 
«*;  anfcer  will  be  entertained  by 

*4  Your  maft  affedionate  fitter, 
y  f«  Mart  Rich would^ 


,  Whilft  I  waited  for  an  anfwer  to  the- 
above,  Mr.  Rich  would  and  I,  though  I 
dare  fay,  we  wifhed  each  other  out  of  the 
world  in  our  hearts,  (till  held  a  friendly 
fcrt  of  a  correfpondence  >  though  I  would- 
not  permit  him  any  more  to  bed  with 
me :  and  one  evening  having  fupptd  to- 

E'ler,  he  beginning  to  enquire  into  my 
ily,  1  acquainted  him  who  my  father 
:.*as,   of  what  country,  what  eftate,  and 
[toy  what  means  I  came  to  be  then  defti- 
;  We  of  a  fortune. 

h  After  we  had  forfome  time  comment- 
don  the  above  account,  I  afked  him* 
^hat  family  and  country  he  was  of?    To 
^iScb  he  replied,  a  Cockney,  and  that 
t  father  was  a  taylor,  of  tolerable  bufi- 
\  which  might  have  been  left  to  him 
he  but  fubmitted  to  an  early  confine* 
;  till  he  had  undcrftood  the  trade;  but 

that 
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that  having  been -from  his  infancy,  of  ttxr 
lively  a  diipofition  for  fo  fedantary  an  em- 
ployment, he  had  began  early  to  keep 
company,  and  that  fuch  too,  as  had  drawn    . 
him  into  fuch  juvenile  extravagance,  as 
his  father  through  tendernefs  fupplying 
him  with,  had  fo  reduced  himfelf,  that  at 
his  .death,   which    happened  not  above 
fixteen  months  before,  .the  whole  that  he 
could  leave  him  amounted  not  to  more 
than  fix  hundred  pounds,  which,  he  faid,    j 
he  had  no  other  method  upon,  earth  fo    ] 
fpeedily  to  improve,  as  by  marriage  with    ! 
fome  fuch  good  fortune,  as  his  friend  who 
introduced  him  to  me,affured  him  I  ihould 
turn  out  to  him. 

He  added,  that  fince  all  his  proje&s 
from  the  marriage  ftate  were  determined 
by  his  union  with  me;  he  believed,  that 
with  ?bout  fixty  pounds  he  had  left,  he 
Ihould  go  and  fettle  in  fome  one  of  our 
American  plantations  •,  but  owned;  he 
ihould  be  glad  to  hear  from  me,  and  af-  j 
fured  me,  that  if  he  could  but  know. how  ' 
I  might  be  directed  to  in  cafe  of  his  death 
abroad,  he  would  leave  inftru&jons  with 
fome  one  for  fignifying  it  to  me ;  as  alfo, 
he  fhptild  be  glad  if  I  would  leave  the 
like:  orders  behind  me,  that  we  might  na 
longer  be  a  clog  upon  each  other,  than  to 

the 
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the  condufion  of  our  feverai  lives,  and 
promifed  me  to  fend  to  me  to  fuch  place  r 
as  I  ftiould  give  him  dfre&ions,  fdr  an  ac- 
count of  his  refidence,  fo  fbon  as  ever 
he  fhould  have  gained*  any  eftablifhment 
likely  to  be  of  any  continuance. 

In  thefe  and  the  like  difcourfes  paflcd 
our  time  till  the  arrival  of  my  fitter's  an- 
fwer  to  the  letter  I  had  ftnt  her*  whicfc 
no  in  thcfc  terms*  '  < 
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Mrs.  Wiot'hlb  3;v, 
£0   Mrs.   Kickwoulb* 


; 


iC  Dearfifter*  > 

\\  ,\TOURS>  whith  I  received  yc(Se£ 
"  X  day,  was  fonuichtthemore^  v 
u  come  to  me,  by  how  much  I  had  the  \ 
4*  lefs  expedition  of  fuch  a  favour  aftcitf 
**  fo  tedious  an  abfence  from  me. 

*  I  am  very  forry,  that  any  diffic 
"  ties  fliould  arife  to  you,  in  the  fell 
"  tous   ftate  of  matrimony,  that  few 
* •■  cloud  over  thofc*t$$ghts,  v/hich  ouj 
M  to  be  moft  eomjjtfctSous  in  that  w»Jf 
4*  life ;  but  as  you  are  fiknt  as  to  i 
At  caufe  of  your  feparation,  forgive  i 
41  if  I  furmife  it  may  poffibly  fpring  fr 
*•  your  own  head&rong  pofitivenefsf  ' 
€f  impatience  of  aH  reftraint.     If  fo,  j 
"  don  my  advice,  which  is,  to  Jubmi 
**  the  condition  providence    has  pla 
(i  you  in,  and  as  it  has  been  your  < 
fNAoicft  to  make  Mr.  Rich  would  j 
"  hufband,  like  a  virtuous,-  patient, 
"  endearing  wife,  oblige  yourfclf  to 
*c  fufferancc  of  his  pleafure  and 

u  mot 
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'*  mours  •,  as  not  only  wharfs  required  of 
"  you  from  above;  iiit  as  the  fole  chance 
"  you  can  have  of  -  mitigating  both  the 
"rigour  of  his  difpofttion,  aild  the  diftur- 
i€  bto<5eJ  that  muft  '■  tfedound  vo  you  ftom ' 
^living  apart. 

•'  I  hatfe  only  given  you  my  advice 
*•-  upon  one  point  *  but  at  there  may  be 
cc  many  other  fafpe&ed  c*ufes  for  dit 
"  uniting  man  and  wife,  fuggefted  to  the 
•^hearts  of*  thofe  totempemtb  yoke- 
**  mates,  who  Hand  too  nicely  upon  every 
♦*  fcun&illio  of  their humoar  fj mayti 
M|  teiftaken  in  wiiaft  I  .have  meatiwed*' 

i*  AUd  Aall  trouble  you  ao  father-  wkb ' 
*»ycaunfeL  '      v  ■'    \; ,   *f;-,.jii-:r,  ? 
;f*  You  kftmy  iutfband  m  mo  depkir- ' 
JiBle  a  conditio  for  hit  Jife  liing^ctfbd* 
*  ctpeded  j  nor  indeed  was  it  of  itfordi 
un  a  month's  continuance  after  your 
■rc  ueparture:  BOrdidhe,  who  had1  for  fo 
|T  many  yearir  before  expreffed  his  every 
*"   egard  for  me,  decline  it  more  at  the 
«  ritd  rf  KfetKan^ierin  his  more  vigor- 
Rous  ftate  of  health:  for  he  fought,  as 
P*he  lateft  blefling  that  could  attend  him 
i^  thi*  workfc  when  lit  fouod  hiiriiilf 
tfpon  the  vbrgeH  <if  etenpity,  H& ' 
|i  opi.  his. i  breath.   in  hw:  awn$$ 
i ym*  one  of  the  gm*Mu  Jhoekst 


* 
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*  to  roe,  that  in  my  opinion  human  na* 
€*  ture  can  be  fufceptabl^  o£ 

:  **  His  love  to  me  even  furvived  his  own 
"-being,  in  that,  when  he  could  be  no- 
"i  longer  jperfonally  ferviceable  to  mc,J 
"  he  by  his  will,  bequeathed  to  me  every 
'"  penny  he  poflcflcd  in  the  world,  both 
fC  money,  goods,  and  eftatej  which^a* 
"  lone,  had  I  no  prior  engagements  t& 
"  him,  will  be  fufficient  to  eftablifli  a' 
"*  grateful  fenfe  of  him  for  ever  in  my  J. 
44  mind.  t  ,  l\ 

v  -  w  As  ta  your  projefted  journey  W 

*  Gloucefterlbire;  jf  it  cannot  be  avoided 
"i  upon  the    naelancholly    account  y«$; 
"  mention  j  my  dear  fifter  m»y  aflufet 
4C- h<rfeJf  of  ah  aOyluAi  as  comfortable^ 

*  as  (he  ihaJl  pkafe  to  m^Jce  it  toterf 
£  under the  roof  and  prote&ion  o£  he*  *j 

r      ?  Affcaionate  fiftay 

«*L  WROTHLISS/f! 

F  had  no  fooner  received  the  above,  tha^ 
informing  my  hufband  of  its  contents^ 
aqdthat  I  would  forthwith  befpe**^ 
a*  place  in  the  coach  for  my!  journeyV 


fell  upon  my  neck,  kifled  me,  and 

ij*  fyi  as  he-  jvqwf d,for:  tfreJo£  ffV/Hft 

. ^  meltii^-my  heart  equat!^  &*;  rKlj[i>  toof 

nb&eaatdr  but  'would  have  m&iighc  wc 

'  dbeen  tlie  teridereft  paiVbi  each  other 

Chriftendom  :   for  indeed,*  after  accuf- 

ning  themfelves  to  the  enjoyment*  of 

5  marriage-bed  for  a  vfrhili^  'fl&rfe  arc 

t  few  perfbns,  Jiowcver  prevailing  the    v 

ativea  ;<of  their  feparatfon  m&ypiroyetn 

eculatton,   that  can.  pleafurably  confeat 

the  farewel  falute  at  parting. 

But  our  affairs  being  (b  circumftanced* 

to  ,make  this  neceflary  for  us j   I  left 

'lithe  next  morning  early,  ahd  took 

j  feat  «    the    coach    ta  Glouccftef'- 

rc.  *.: 
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goffer  it y  not  owing  to  felicy.  Com- 
pany in  the  jlage-coach.  Behaviour 
of  a  Jlrange  gentleman.  Symptoms 
of  love.  Pops  the  quejlion.  A  courted 
wife's  foliloquy*  Shocking  perplexity. 
Stratagem  blown  up.     Part. 

HERE  are  a  fet  of  people  in 
the  world,  who  are  never  free 
ji;-JL  .  from  ibmc  perplexity  or  in- 
Stanglement  in  their  affairs  .-,  wfailft  there 
•w  others,  with*whora  all  things  glide  fo 
finoothly,  as  that  they  are  ftited  even 
jwangers  to  all  adverfity :  now  this  arifes 
lie  B  not 
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not  from  the  (harper  fenfe  or  quicker 
para  of  thefe  than  the  former,,- or  from 
any  dulnefs  of  apprehenfion  that  thofe  are 
remarkable  for*  as  I  have  many  times 
conje&ured  5  till  having  compared  my- 
fclf  with  my  fitter,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  efteem  myfelf  of  ten  times,  her  capa* 
city,  for  puftiing  my  way  through  the 
world,  and  fhining  injife  in  a  more  tran- 
scendent, orb  than  her. 

I  am  now  folly  convinced,  however, 
that  the  difference  proceeds  folely  from 
hence  -,  that.thole^  let  what  will  befall 
them,  afcribe  it  to  providence,  and  are 
gtatefully  thankful  for T ill  chat  happens, 
as  ftill  a  donation  fuperior  to  their  own 
merit,  and  therefore  heartily  acquiefce  to 
its  difpenfations,  with  full  purpofe  of 
behaving  in  purfuance  of  the  rule  pre- 
scribed them.j  they  make  it  their  fole 
ftudy  to  be  approved  in  all  their  adions, 
by  that  Being  to. whom  they  acknowledge 
themfelves  accountable ;  whilflt  thefe,  de- 
pending too  much  upon  their  own  p^liqu 
drive  every  of  their  views  to  an  eattre- 
,mity,  by  the  fcH-ce  of  fubtUty>  ftrattgem 
and  covin ;  which  fandy  foundations,j2jiy- 
ing  way  to  the  lea&fheaim  of  dete&iQA, 
(a  moft  natural  confequent  of  them)  not 
a  ftone  in  the  pile  can  he  difjpbced^  with- 
out 
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out  making  way  for  others  to  follow  it, 
tiH  at  length  the  tottering  fabrick  falls  to 
ruin ;  and  that,  not  unfrequently,  without 
fuch  a  crufh  to  him-  that  r$&d  it,  as  is 
irrecoverable. 

Nor  proves  this  always  th?  fole  caufp 
of  the  builder's  deftru&ion  *  but  at 
I  have  obferved,  he  that  from  the  refute 
of  his  own  councils,  proje&s  exalted  at- 
tainments,witheut  either  taking  juftifiubk 
fteps  towards  the  end,  or  feeking,  earneftly 
for  a.  Wr  fling  upon  it,  meets  fooner  oj: 
later  with  infinite  rubs  ii>  his  way  to  a£- 
tainment;  till  finally,  all  his  hopes  arp 
blafted,  and  all  his  profpeds  are  fwal- 
Wwed  up>  infenfibly,  to  frustration  ;  and 
tbfe>  by  fuch  unaccountable  means,  41 
*fr  mecrly  human  forecaft  can  guar^ 

It  I  was  now  upon  my  journey  to  mj 
|%rVwithoMt  <h$  k[aft  profpe&  or 
Itenen  iicjinaekm  remaining  in  me,  fbf 
||*er  beholding  my  huflbind  more  :  nayf 
"ling,  as  I  then  imagined,  wfculd  bf 
:  agreeable  to  me  than  the  news  of 
ith*  fwfbrcfieyeyr,  \t  ihould  *eaciji,  raf 

'  *J;.'*  :■■'   ■  --  ~   ;.?'  ".-  -:.!;.  ■     Awl 

5wre. \mt  fo«r  $f  us  in  t^q^Qach ; 

5ncin^Ifeai^d>  that  the  multitude  ojf 

ions*  *&  ready  to  cl^i^gfefqff ng? 

B  2  in 
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tn  my  mind,  would  have  rendered  me  a 
taoft  infipid  traveller ;  but  my  compa- 
nions, confiding  of  two  of  my  own  fex, 
and  one  gentleman ;  thefe  foon  becamd 
fo  chatty  together,  as  to  difpel  the  hea- 
vinefs  my  heart  was  opprefied  with,  by 
fonietimes  forcing  from  me  a  fmile  at  the 
-fmartnefs  of  their  difcourfe,  and  again 
compelling  from  me  refponfes  to  the  nu- 
merous queftions  they  put  to  me ;  till  at 
length,  each  mile  of  our  journey,  in- 
creasing our  familiarity,  I  became,  in 
my  -own  defence,  as  gay  as  the  beft  ef 
them,  before  we  put  in  for  breakfaft. 

We  here  entered  the  inn,  as  much  in- 
timates as  had  we  been  acquainted  for 
years  before  •,  for  the  gentleman,  being  ] 
both  young,  and  of  a  turn  of  temper  the  j 
mod  facetious  and  entertaining  that  could 
be  imagined,  became  the  very  life  and 
foul  of  our  fockty  *  but  what  gare  my 
two  young  female  companions,  I  could 
readily  perceive,  no  flight  uneafiliefs  wad 
that  he  feemed  to  addrefs  me  the  moft] 
folemnly  of  any  of  them ;  for  with  theftl 
he  would  laugh,  joke,  and  play  twenty  j 
little  pranks,  by  the  nick  names  he  haofl 
impofed  upon  *ach  of  them  •,  but  w&eti-f 
ever  he  applied  himfelf  t<*  me,  it  was  c* 
in  the  moid  reverential  manner  imag 

*  •  nahli 
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nable;  feemlng  to  pay  a  proJ&uhd  de* 
ference  to  all  that  iflued  from:  me-,  thof 
from  either  <  of  their  lips  it  \  would  Wave 
been  turned  into  fiullcrjy  aadi ridicule  by 
him.    ..><::      "  <?_    "  !  .'-.-if  -■?    !  i  h  i 

-  At  dinner  time,  I  obfer^cd  hdm  to 
drink  to  iny  hefclth  thridc,~  to  either  of 
theirs  once  ;  and  from  fo  many  lfctlc  ar- 
tifices* as  it  was  poflihle  for  him  >to  di£» 
.ringuilh  me  by  before  cotn  parry,  I  had 
but  little  room  to  doubt  of  his  paying 
*io  mean  regard  to  my  pe  ion;  nor  could 
*hisr  though  to  a  married  woman,  fail  of 
exciting  luch  pleafurable  ideas  in  my 
mind,  as  I  muft  needs  CQnfefs^  to  have 
tendered  my  journey  moft  agreeable  to 
jne*  butatfupper  time,  he  ftitt  tpftifyed 
Wst)pinion  of  me  fofignificantly,  as  al* 
inoft  to  difoblige  both  my  fellow  travel* 
iers  thereby :  tor  upon  our  alighting,  he 
\  fitting  next  to  the  door,  prefentedime  firft 

-  with  his  hand  to  defcend  by^  %  though  I 
fk  at  the  further  fide  of  cheictaufh,  upqm 

||ifec  feat  himfelf  had  j  uft  quitted,  and  one 
^ef  the  other  iadics/hy  whom  I  muft  pafs* 
:  clofer  to  him,  even  at  the  very  door  % 
f  what  compleated  their  difguft  Wais* 
[jlhit  having  handed  me  down,1  he  led  me 
'  to  our .  room,  where  he  ftayed  witk 
Bj  jne, 
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mfe,  witfcout  Returning  to  after  either  of 
them  m  After  me. 

-  He  iuufrbtit  juft  time  to  fey  tarmr, 
44  Alb  jftadtai ■»!  Jiow  fuperiati*efy  happy 
had  1  been  had  fate  joined  me  to  no  other 
cempanidit^*  before  the  other  two  ladies 
taere  at  oar  heels.  Obfcrving  them 
foendvhat  to  sefent  his  treatment  of  them, 
ih  order  td  keep  life  in  our  conwrfetion, 
iwhidh  meft  have  funk  fo  confiderably, 
from  theft  behaving  upon  the  rcferve 
with  him  ;  he  heartily  begg'd  their  parr 
dons,  for;  not  returning,  nimbly  enocgli 
fee  the  pfcafure  of  condu&ing  tjjem  ia* 
xwdi  fu  r  t£er/ by  #ay  *of  iroakiag  9U  up 
mth  tbro^  ^  basics  ^d;:he)I&^ 
Imfi^laim  tobdt,  is  >*ni^jii^-ray  4n3 
iihwt  ^toiiaifcatiree  ladks  tOTOiegpidci" 
v fiiwvt that  fag,  a :  fidute  from  you  ;  attt 
wrfiYsfr  in  thasi  cafe  ip/not  to;  be  denied 

ie  |irodte^d  to  the  other,  and  laftl 

Soopdhccbto  me,  who  fat  at  the  farther 
of  (he  :roprh ;  hat  fcaroe  had  fa 
flirted  hoim  1  my  Hps,  before  **  Madaa 
/aid  hey  you  now- fee  what  I  have  bee* 
pWrgcd  to  undergo,  th*$ Iioight  arrUi 
at  this  felicity  ;5)  but  ib. iiiftiy,  as  tfe* 
ihe  other  ladies  aright  not;  hear  him.  ** 
T  He 


it} 

~  He  thei>  applying  himfelf  to  us  all, 
"  Ladies,  £U4  he,  fiace  fortune  has  been* 
fo-fatnevoleac  to  me,  as  to  have  afforded 
roe  airgreat  an  b^ijptxfe  mfo\*ght  for* 
t^vl  cou4d  polfifoly  h^ye  craved,  had  I 
faeea  a  We  to  have  commanded  my  own 
fet  bf  company  *  1  im*ft  beg  leave  te 
tsftify  the  honour  -done  me,  by  provid- 
ing rwJholljr  for  r  our  ^venipg  eitfertain- 
raeftt."«  Then  wegiag  for  the  waiter, 
he  ordered  ifr  an  accen^r  of  wh*t  the 
boufe  would  ftfibrd,  \Vkhout  failure  in 
any  one  article*  aad  upon  receipt  of  the 
report  applied  hinvfelf  folely.  to  me  for 
»$  ftntonce,  what  wwujd.be  rftoft  agree- 
tbkwtnt.    ;t  -;S        ;  .  .     ^ 

I  was  horribly <  afraid  lej&ft  thefe  dtfi 
ttrtgrafltiag  marks  of  his  favour  to  me, 
fljoukl  have  interrupted  the  good  harv 
raony  hetwefc  ,tfs 5  but.  I. making  feme 
Uftfc  >hefitation  in:  r&mmg  W  choice* 
,"dffdiD^:f^id  Mr.  R^ymw  <th*t  be- 
kigfcifcrtame,  <«hat*ghl km*  k[  not  til) 
die  following  night;)!  the  bill  of  fare  yon 
have  delivered  usi  is  of  meats  for  the 
courfeft  palates ;  beef,  mutton  and  pork 
^:f(^  ii^  ipt^pT^  mtil^Gs.  Have 
ycxt  no  cjchifck^Qs,  ducklings,  fifh  or 
fomewhat  light  for  our  fup^ers  ?  if  not, 
you  muft  fee  what  the  tow»  will  afford 
B-4-  .us-:- 
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us :  for  all  that  you  have  as  y*t  men- 
tioned, is  too  grofs  to  fet  before  us. 

One  of  the  ladies  &id*  Why  hot  a  beef 
flake,  or  a  mutton  chop  ?  if  it  ^as  too 
heavy  of  digeftion*  we  muft  eat  the  left 
of  it :  for  it  would  be  very  extravagant   , 
to  have  ducks  or.chickens  at  an  kin/*  • 

u  Ladies,  faid  Mr.  Readyman,  my 
pleafure  will  rather  arife,  from  adapting 
my  entertainment  to  your  palates,  than 
to  my  own  purfe  :  fo  as  that  is  the  iirft 
thing  to  be  regarded,  I  muft  beg  of  yoo 
to  let  all  your  concern  center  there,  witte 
out  troubling  yourfelves  with  furthte*n« 
quiries.  I  doubt  not  but  our  mefiengtf 
will  find  fomething,  e're  long,  that  wB 
prove  agreeable  to  us.""  >  \  r  ■;<  \ 
t  The  waiter  now  returning  without  Ml 
errand,  affured  us  there  was  no  fuch  thing 
to  be  had  as  we  had  defired,  all  over  the 
town ;  but  that  we  might  not  be  difcf>; 
pointed  of  an  elegant  fupper,  hitf  miftreft 
had  ordered  him  to  inform  us,  that*  %&* 
pleafed,  (he  Would  kill,  and  clap  to  tti* 
fpit  in  an  inftant,  as  fine  a  pig  of  a  ftafft 
night  old,1  as  might  not  fhame  a  crowned 
liead  to-  fie  down  to;  nor  &ouJiiit'bf 
much  longer  thai!  a  fowl,  in  prepaid 
for  the  table ;  lhe  would  engage  for  it.  f 

Mr.  Readyman,  calling  an  eye  at  mci 

who 


I 


who  adihmng  a  pig  above  alT  meats  J 
could  hot  fmother  the  ftfcret  pleafure  the 
thought  of  it  had  ftirnifhed  me  with V 
no  more  put  the  queftion  to  either  of  us 
how  we  approved  it  •,  but  "Ladies,  faidf 
he,  as  no  tafte  was  ever  fo  depraved  as  to' 
ob)e&  to;  what  my  landlady  has  offered 
us,  pray  let  me  be  tht  fpokefman.for  the 
company^:  then  giving  the  fellow  orders 
for  difpatch  with  it,  "  now  ladies,  added 
he^  whofoever  is  inclined  to  any  other 
difh,  (he  has  but  to  nominate  it,  and  it 
feall  be  introduced1  to' us." 
i;  Wtt  pafled  the  night,  over  bur  pig  ancf 
bottle,  moft agreeably,  and  ftt  out  agaftr 
fie  next  day  for  Glpuceftdr  $  to  which; 
jiace  I  had  wrote  to  defire  my  fitter  that; 
lir  coach  might  come,-  on  the  morning" 
tfeer  nay  arrival,;'  to  carry  me  home  to; 

u— r-  .     :.«v;  '■..:■     <  .  '.      -'  »  ■•  i 

he  day 'glided1  on  as  Before,  ingteatf 

♦anpry ;  with  ftiU  more  and   more* 

iw£  ;Mr;  Jleadyman's  affeftion  for 

,  bur  thefe;  than  which  fome  weeks 

toe,  nothing  could  have  been  more!* 

eaHe  tome,  nowtaufed  my  deje&io'$ 

Kwtionately,  to  the  abfolute  tmprac- 

ility  of  their  ever  proving  of  the  le^ft 

^y  to  me  ;*  though  fo  delighted  w;  s 

jn  at  his  chimerical  addreffcs,  that* 

B  5  \ 
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I  had  never  as  yet  undeceived  him  k| 
Jjis  expectation*  of  my  being  fingle,  by, 
th*  Jeaft  J*im  of  my  manage.  _ 

We  arrived  at  Gloucefter  on  the  fecon4 
^rening*  when  the  young  ladies,  pur 
<jorqpanion^  living  in  the  city,  took  leave 
of  us  for  their  own .  homes,  and  Mfe 
&eadyman  expe&ei  no  kfs,  than  that  J 
Ihould  have  done  the  fame  *  but  hearing 
me  inquire  whether  any  meflengcr  ffom 
ft$rs.  Wrothlefs's  had  been  there*  Jo  waft 
for  any  paflcngcr  from  London -,  and 
upofr  the  landlord's  anfwering  that,*  %* 
ipnt  had,  to  aflfure  me  that  the  cwrh 
bould  attend  me  in  the  mor^ipg-,  Jj4r< 
leadyman,  I  fay,  hearing  this,  though 
lis  fervant  and  horfes  were  then  waiting 
for  him  in  the  yard,  oidered  ,the»  $ 
.again,  protecting  tha^t  as  we  had  accoavr 
panied  each  other  fo  farr  he  would  rt#* 
with  nxy  leaye,  part  &om  me,  tUJi[  ihfluld 
fee  r^o¥  for  moving  next  d?y*  .  ^ 

...  I  had  not  the  leaft  inc^na^n  for  ifojfn 
ing  him  nay  :r  fa  that  havii^^\^;foii»| 
ueceflary  dire&ions  as  to  -nw  lodg^gg 
room*  and  bed,  w^  paijed?the  e*?p$jt 
together.  ,        «r  i>q 

Now  it  was,  that  I  firft  hear#  Jhi*  oao# 

*nd  abode,  which  was  but  feYfa>*$j|e* 

from  Gloucefter^  but  fcmewtjat  wife  of 

:.    ml 


^ 


$y  fifters,  wbofc  late  huibacd  he  was 
pccSt&iy  acquainted  with;  i     .  .     , 

He  tsqpcned  his  mind  to j  ine,  how 
Iceply  he  was  fitiitten  with  me;  and 
lo^ed,  k  thecoicluJBon,  I  would  favour 
imi  with  tnf  lk*ncfctopay>  me  $  vifit  at 
ny  fifter?s.  Thefe  things,  though  to  me 
ihty  pferefbut  arittiflngl  was  tobfenfible ; 
pet  were  too  4plea^ng  to  mfc,  to  be 
Kfeoced  by  a  fingfe  word  of  the  mar* 
**ge  torn  I  wis  ajnrady.  engaged  in :  fo 
that  I  made  neither  a  &rdpl6  of  admits 
ting  his  acWrdies  at  the  inn^  ortrfpfer* 
fitting  , htm  to  vifir  oofe  at  my  fifterV * 
ngikf  wWchfrih ibeginhing of  his  fuit  he 
fteiwd  to  be  fathfyed ;  and  in  due  time 
pgNfifok  Icare*  and  parted  for  our  feveraf 
chambers.       /:";:■  :.. ".•/    • 

brSuchmt^h(!flSibwcifltr  through^  fuch 
IgoKiei  »i  iilffcitd,  and :  ffidt  anxidcre^ 
fethid^t^iftnigglfe  with,  ar^  lb  wholly 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  moft  rntHli* 
gfiitjB&rijrahft  to  conceive,  as  th:y  kre 
Wptprcffibifc^  rhetor 

**isu%i  Dt)^^fhkhIa^q^atJrifutthepekpia>4 
mtibh  f&injn  ttorrom  rahd  ptfrptetitiesgt 
rffen  that thdy <ki^y  atofe  ftortmheffub** 
J#&of  toy  deluded  itepits,  on  my  jirflf; 
k  **rfrUhirig  ekpeftariobs  in  Me*'  the  many 
Autoes  Jbadtftood  fior^nchD^  nocx*^ 
"*.*  B.6.        .  of 
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of  my  own,  but  by  marriages ;  my  mi* 
ferable  difappointmenc  in  my  late  nup- 
tials, and  the  perdurable  confequcnces  of 
it,  which  might  only  determine  with  my  j 
lateft  breath  •,  all  thefe  Inow  placed  be- 
fore me,  in  every  die  moft  aftonifhing 
lights  that  I  could  tfietir  them  in. 

Was  I  but  fingle,  faid  I,  *a  lucky  Ml 
might  cafually  happen,  for  inflating  me 
in  my  long  fought  opulence ;  the  very 
diftant  confidence  of  a  bare  poffibiiity 
thereof,  would  frequently  allay  the  ifloft 
vehement  perturbations  that  my  mitfd 
was  fubjeft  to;  4xit  now,'  every  comfort- 
able ray  darting  from  thence  to  my  tor* 
tured  intelle&s,  being  abfohitelyexcluded, 
1  grew  defperate  without  mtermiffiom 
Hope,  I  would  fay,  whilft  but  conceit 
ablev  might  weafcher  out  the  tcmpeft,  dod 
poffibly  dirccfe  the  weather  beaten  hulk  t* 
its  defired  harbour;  but  m  be  debarrc J 
©f  that,  was  infufferable, 

I  had,  however,  fenfc  enough  lefcfiff 
reclaiming  my  paffions  towards  morning, 
that  I  might  not  appear:  *»>  Mr.  Ready5 
man  for  that  'abandoned  creature,  I  h» 
for  the  whole  paflr  night  ^fbstancd  *  mf* 
fclf :  fo  that  by  the  titae  J  had  dreflefc 
and  was  defcended  to  breakfaft,  I  la£ 
fuperknduQcd  my.  ufual  tfivacity  df && 
^  -     o  j.'  an* 


[  13  J 
and  gefture*  over  the  throbbing  ibirf 
within  me,  and  met  him,  as  the  day  be- 
fore v  but  neither  of  us  havrrtg  quitted 
our  chambers  early  that  morning,  my 
fitter's  coach  and  fix  came  rattling  into 
the  yard,  before  our  tea  was  half  finifhed. 

A  Waker*  theft  entering  the  room  to 
inform  me  of  k»  I  thought  M^.  Ready- 
man  would  have '  fainted  :  for  he  turned 
as  White  as  a  fheet,  at  the  ill  boding 
found,  that  muft  now  ft>  foon  deprive 
him  of  my  company  ♦,  though  havipg  be- 
fore ift&de  the  beft  of  the  lhort  moment 
ke  had  had  with  me,  he  fubfnitted  the 
more  patiently  to  my  ca&   '       M^ 

We  ttrried  however,  till  the  conclufiori 
of  our  me^l ;  when  not  a  farthing  had  I 
to  pay  for  any  thing.  Nay,  fo  exceflive- 
ty  fond  was  he  grown  4f  rhti  that  fain 
would  he  have  pu«  a  ftdj>to  all  my  fur- 
ther travel,  than  tb  hrs  own  ho^fe,  where, 
he  protefted  he  wotild  become  my  huf- 
band  the  fame  day  ;  or  if  I  chofe  not  tt* 
commit nwfelf  to\ his  cuftody  theit,  un- 
weddid,  hie  would  f  rbture  a  parfoh;  whfc 
Jhefctld  marty  us  at* the  next  church,  and 
thea  I  Ihould  be  at  liberty,  if  I  ihould 
require  it,  for  fetting  off  for  my  fitters, 
fo  foon  as  the  ceremony  ihould  be  over ; 
nor  would  he  *  wer  infift  upon  removing 
;:.)  i  me 
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Wff  thmcfl*  tttJ  fmy  ©*fc -<Ws  -flttuld  in- 
eline, :  fpejp  .§ur,  <  ftfawpr  ..h^rn^As'ip*** 

teftiqg  folcwily.  at  the fasie'timS,  th« 
all  he  £Q]*eftd  in, ,  lifo  wr^^  qnjyb  a  /prior 
title  to.mt^  before  ajl  others,  ;aod-,. tp  be 
fo  afoertained  of.nf>y,bejf>g  hjs,wjfe,  that 
h;  might  4*  beyond  th«  fi»M*wr  «je£  fefeM 
difunite  us. - .;  :  ■■' '''-v/srl  !.-!.': ..r.v  v.  * 
Observing  me,,  upon;  thi*  ieriou*de-, 
«laration  that  he  h«d  made  tx>;me>  to  be 
fifent, and  iny/ardly  rmifing}  hfl  ;ftar«d 
from  hi*  feat*  bgfpre  I  €g»u14:  bs-^paed 
fia»  at>;Rnfwer  $e  bim,  s»nd  ^iflg;rajf 
hand  in  hi*  I  c%^  M*.f.9frtUwqG$m 
Wpfy;  Madam,  faid  he^vhat  I  havpflro- 
fiofed  i*o£  weighty  and  may  require  feme 
previous  delib^iton,  JE^cwfe.  me  yfa\* 
fe#  «H*mc*t«;  tsiHn  ,yw«r  «to^-iluf 
have  pwptte4;you,foitiy;  feflt&x* ;  ajxi, 
O!  may  if3bMt;pi^ve.prQpitiQp9  w  wjr 
hopes,  I  fhaH  lee  ew*  be  tjfcfmpft  happy 
tf  aUrmort&Js  j  •    -.K  .■■■<  \  .,  <:  si 

.  -Stepping  fhent>»aftiJy  ©up«i  the,  r©«n» 
i*t^uEmoft  agiwiw  oCrmn^l  tbat<dwa 
*«U  C9ui4  fpppottji;!. be^n,  to«)4iJM«* 
f#t  tjie  crime* vfWC.thet  jwJgmsttfSt  (oafet 
gaenS;  set  the  perpkf*Ute%  that  attao*  < 
qqiefcente  to  hi*  p^afere  jnight  iotwl  iw# 

^b  me»  «ot  ,tfe(5  wwoh,th»fl  H,te4»ft  6* 
w.1  *      x  ever 


r  is  i     • 

but  my  thoughts,  all  turned  dire<5t)y>  to 
th?  iVMB&k&**&&  UV*»1E  I  ibopld 
f^fcwtfb  eqfcr  up&& 

My  hufband,   I  bad  condemned  to 
drowning  in  his  voyage  to  the  planU- 

tigBVAK  tO  be  kilipd  by  tteitar  Qf  tf* 

qpwtfy*  ehange  of  climate,  oc  any  othe* 

rapaas  that  then  ftarjed  5  whereof!  fcriJ«# 

not  of  a  numerous-  fupply  :  fo  that  I  bad 

weJlnigb  /but  him  put,  from  becoming 

the  leaw  knpedhwnt  to  me  in  ray  ^w, 

a^our  j  bu^  tl>ei),  what  cayft  J  fay^omy 

fitter*  tofwg  ^adyiaforatfHi  her  of  »jr 

^wastage, ;  feparation  frotp  my  hu£b*ii& 

an4i°f  *W  l(yic^|te  her  for  pfote&ion  £ . 

W|Spt  fbe^ceuld  fte  think,  or  fey*  fhoukfr 

%e  Jkas  that  1  w*&\wedd«d  to  a&othe* 

*lfn&v$hiib  i«l»cd  =«  me,   tJkvmoft 

^a^ri^wb  i»  J»y  way i.fetit, haw  ftadfly* 

«$)  the  w&  of  pip  indent  a  J*h#/ot 

wh*t«vqf  tfee  heart!  fc-awes  abat'l     I    14 

,  A  thp^it  mftantly  ftruck  My  £w?u 

tkt  wh#,  |f  I  Ihiwld  muiy  Mrt£jeaiy* 

iWA>ai^4  »w«ei$>  ft&my  ^fiBfeftqtfc^Jifib 

t&0*4e  £pr£hf  jwa«b  bcWfcafc  ^*&*i 

fc$l  *«fe»»k«*  iritb  tht  fcattments  of  fo 

JttBtfion^Jw^  had  now  refolrod  wpOO  livt 

aiwfcaWy  together,  and  the^fore,  I 
iM^Nibtibaa  m\&  ««*  to  pay.  iajci 
&ib  ixiendlj 


i 


i*«r.  I 

friendly  vifit  only,  and  then1  to  return  I   i 

with  him  ?  J   r 

I  even  wUhed  Tor  Mr;  Readyman's  re*  I 

entry,  that  I  might  have  cbrifented  to  Ms  I  d 

propofal,   under  feme  conftraint,   as  it  I  p 

were ;  if  I  could  but  gain  his  afient,  for  I  d 

going  diredly  to  my  lifter's,  as  man  and  I  J 

Wife  of  fome  (landing,  and  not  as  a  new  I  be 

wedded   pair;  concluding  with   myfelf,-  yc 

that  this  was  the  moft  finifhed  fcheme  th 

I  could  have  deviled  ;  and  had  Mr.  Rea-  g 

dyman  but  appeared,  whilft  my  head  was  I  n 

fo  big  with  its  faccefs,  I  had  moft  cer-  i^ 

tainly  given  him  my  hand,  upon  the  a-  fa 

bove  condition  ;  *  but  Whilft  I  Tat  longing  q^ 

for  a  fight  of  him,  my  projed  was  blown  %  ^ 

up  into  vapour,   upon  my  recolleftioi  j^ 

that  I  had  fent  my  fitter  my  namfc  oc  c 

Richwo^ld  v   from  which,    I  coulM  m  ^ 

ways  depart,  uhfufpededly ;  nor  could  ,  ^  ^ 

J  offer  at  fo  grofs  a  petition,  as*  for  ^ 

Mr.  Readyman  to  take  upon  him  my  £j^ 

name,  without  fubjefting  myfelf  to  hi  ^ 

eenfurcs,  for  fome  fraudulent, :  and  ut*  ;  y£w 

derhand  praftice^r  other;  that  he  woutf  i  ^  £ 

inftantly  impute  to  me  5   nor,  indeed  i  \  ^. 

could  the~  truth  lye  long  concealed*  for  ^ 

Mr.  Ready  man's  feat,    being,  but)  as ;  ■  I  t^ 
might  lay,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  top 
fifter'Sj  it  would  be  a  vain  gonjefture, 

that  1 


that  his  real  name  could  be  Jong  a  ftranger 
to  her. 

Finding  therefore,  that  no  ftratagem 
deniable  by  me,  w«ttld  anfwer  my  puti. 
pofc,  and  at  the  lame  time,  five  my  cre- 
dit, both  with  my  lover,  and  my  After ; 
I  refolded  to  take  further  time  for  deli- 
beration upon  this  weighty  affair  *  but 
yet,  not  to  let  my  lover,  if  poflible,  flip 
through  my  fingers  in  the  mean  while: 
ft)  that  kt  his  return  to  me  for  my  anfWer, 
I  replied,  that  upon  all  confiderations,  I 
had  refolved  his  fuit  to  be  over  young, 
for  the  efieft  he  hoped  from;  it;  that 
common  priadence  'had  engaged  me,  to 
fib  fomewhat  mond  of  the  gentleman  I 
fbould  make  my  thufband,  before  :l  fur- 
Bfibdcred  myfelf  ko  him  at  difcretion ; 
aod  this,  I  beg'd  him  to  accept  of,/ as  the 
We  anfwer;  that  any  prudent  woman,  in 
Kke  cafe  could  afford  him.  -.01 

Having  then)  rioted  me,  and  obtained 
my  p<?rmiffioh  for  paying  me  avifitat  my 
filer's;  the  coach  drawing  up  to  the 
*ttyhe  would  fain  have  attended  me 
j  bo^e  ;  but  this  I  abfolutely  forbidding, 
t^ml^  handed  me  rnto  the  coach,  arid 
#fartfcd.    ..-J 

yw  ..'  __    •    • 

I*:  CHAP. 
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C  HA,P,  II. 

Praifitf&ntwtibtnk  fyfaweitfi.*m* 

•  fiderattok: ,  •  Jfrae   ibtOvQim  ~>of l<v| 

mfitojs.    Mtefing  pfttoe  fimffieM 

Plague  ofojpiring.    l/&s:Wrv/i& 

lefts  cbarefler,  and  way  *f  #$&r. 

;:  ,ATr.  Reafiptan's  ^J^m^lJ^ 

'   <*«*  M\/tagfccgac$e^  jftanji-jfa 

.  tatgJe&ept,;   : .;  r.-; ,.  -,,;j  ri,.v:  ,.,1 

WHat  OTlmhe^Ids  .  imfckiefe  -ought 

in  efwjf  oonditibn  of  l^iilfiritaqnt  A* 
pTcferit  rot  vthdr  owto  flqtji  anttracc^iicftft 
|ortt»afl)oocurrcncesJ  fittewniglto.Btai 
the  bcft  of  %  a«i<icduiig  hof\irti«»  ifu 
happtw&  in  thw  $fe>  thra  uoddrr  ai4 
fubjeft  to  it. . '^  i  n  j  ?  w  o  ^  >  -ji! 
i  It  h  the  ^pkmg  Jtt  fbmc^h^  bey(^ 
his  own  reach,  apd fphere,  that  origMfy 
creates  maa^s  diftorbancc-,  whereas  ($ 
though  many  times  peculiar  advance 
rocnts  caft  trhcmfelres .'  in  hi*  fray,  ■* 
*hicb  he  is  at  Iiboty  tor  cabcfc,  aacjlittaio 
too,  when  fairly  offered  to  him)viievT«flf 
as  well  condemn  hi$  fortune,  that  he  U 
not  placed  in  the  order  of  angelick  beings, 

-•:  <  ? .  >  & 
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«  that  he  ig  not  ^mongft  tcrrcftria^  any 
Hther  man  i&fin  hixtifelf,  or  in  other  cir- 
cumffonces  than  peifonally  attend  him. : 
.'„  Irrfean  ficfrshercbjs  that  no  mafrftouM 
jpothinafetfi ^^waA^oH^hc fcettcri%  bk 
-fortune,  or  i^fitt^  himfelf  ctoa  m^e  «^ 
alted  ftation;  for  thefe,  are  not  only 
ftri<5Uy  legal,  bcit  commendable;  pro- 
Tided  hi&attempts  are  regutorjatid  neither 
oyer  iiatt/  nor  >^porfued:ov«<  a&xiouflj*, 
«dthat  he  fubmin  ^o  a  gmchiai  aicent, 
in  a  juft  and  honourable  way^;  but  d* 
evil  amies  from  hence,  that  thtf  mind  of 
ws  abhorring  his  own  flbrte,  and  unlr- 
9»ed^  eriargwgkfetf  to  a  6iperiof,  cab 
^Btierbcat  idt^  fop'ftru^lteg  afflrt>cte 
atuantnebt  of  it,  fce;$op&at  hdiher^rio- 
feftco  t^  odiers,-  or  future  imfehieft  to 
J&»fc$i  fo  that  b&  may  bet,  by  anf 
Jtottt^urive  at  iiis  darKog  fituation* w  .<i 
*  Nbwt*his  method  is  fo  tottign  from  att 
fitfpeftx>f irfife  paflfegey  and  Jfecure  Imdh 
tofamhAj  fchat  it  proves  for  the  mot: 
|wrt,  abfolutely  fubyprfive  of  the  verf 
[  *few  a  'man  fc»  out  with,,  {to  wit)  hto 
I  fcra  happinefs.  ir>- 

I  **  Ail  irregular,  bafe,  and  deceptive  a&s, 
«K»med  ^th  lekrirf  ftmgs,  which  thef 
*e  perpetrated  thofeafts,  both  defigns, 
**d  dire&*  to  the  abufe  of  feme  *>ther  $ 
■**■■-  ,  yet 
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7ft  if  but  feldom  happens,  that  they  re* 
turn  not  upon  hipifelt,  m  the  long  rim, 
to  his  own  horror  and  confufion  v  nor  can 
jany  law  in  nature  be  more  equal,:  than 
;that  the  devifer  of:  another's  injury,  fhoufcl 
himfelf  fuf&r,  from  bis  intended  mis- 
chief. _.:.,, 

Th^fe  tilings  I  am  now  but  too  fenfible 
lof,  and  had  ; 1  weighed ,  them  but  well  by 
fthe  way,  in  my  drive  to .*mj  lifter's,  1 
(might havfe diverted fromthyfelf  the  prok 
pc£l  of  fuch  fhoals  of  [misfortunes,  as 
could  I  then  have  difcerned,  muft  hare 
wholfy  overwhelmed  a  confiderate  woman* 
(but  this  race,  is  not  formed  for  fuflering 
tinder  feverities,  from  #ke.  caufes  winb 
mine  j  in  that,  happen  what  will,  one  of 
thefe  cannot  (land  felf  qotdtamed  >  for 
ihe  adting  with  integrity  ahd  uprjghtnefe, 
patiently  fuftains  all  adverfe  occunent* 
•is  directed  to  her  by  the  hand  of  her  a- 
•dorabie  fuperior,  who  cannot  eft ;  aad 
therefore,  The  endeavours  to  feek  ccmifort 
from  all  the  evils  that  befall  hei ;  little 
iifputing*  but  they  arc  fent,.  either ;». 
trials  of  her  fortitude,  or  for  recallingibcf 
.wandering: h&aft,  to  a  ftrifl$r  eoune  of 
^daty  5  in  either  of  which  cafes,  (he  knows* 
that  they  befall  her  rather  in  love,  add 
mercy,  than  in  delegation  to  her. 

Could 
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Could  I  Tiave  fuppprtcd  myfelf  uride 
the  like  notions,  alt  had  been  well,  and 
toy  Iptrows  might  have  been  embraced  by; 
roe  wich  greedy  arms ;  for  when  I  firft 
began  to  reffeft  reafonahly  upon  them, 
they,  apparently,  fprang  from  my  own 
rices,  as  the  juft,  though  inadequate  re- 
ward of  them.  But  to  digrefs  no  longer 
from  my  relation. 

It  will  be  impradticable  for  me,  to  fet 

forth  a  tythe  of  thofe  ideas  that  fwarmed 

in  my  mind,  during  my  fhort  ride  to  my 

lifter's ;  but  they  all,  ultimately,  tended 

to  my  future  eftablifhment with  Mr.  Rea- 

dyman,  and  an  independent  way  of  life, 

and  gaiety,  as  his  wife:  for  fo  prone  are 

people  to  dwell  upon  the  pleafing,  though 

deceitful  fide  of  the^page,  that  they  cannot 

turn  over,  though  the  reverie  abounds 

only  in  truth,  and  fincerity ;   where  it 

makes  ever  fo  little  againft  them. 

-  Upon  my  alighting  at  my  lifter's  gate, 

l  was  (hewn  into  the  parlour,  by  a  fobcr, 

good   looking  fervant,~who  welcomed 

me,  as  very  glad  to  fee  me,  and  allured 

lie  his  lady  would  wait  upon  me  prefemlyi 

I  was  furprized  at  feeing  this  old  face  tod* 

to  I  had^already  remarked  both  the  coach* 

■  Wan,  footman,  and  poftilion  who  brought 

ftc»  for  old  ftand^rds  in  thei  family ;  fo 

r  .  that 
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that  telling  him,  I  perceived  my  fitter 
had  not  made  a  total  remove  in  bier  do- 
mefticks;  nor  any  at  all,  Madam*  replied 
be,  that  I  know  of,  fave  of  her  gardener* 
who  married  away  lafft  year,  and  carried 
on  a  bufinefs  for  hhnfdf.  - 

I  replied,  that  amongft  fo  many  of 
them*  it  feemed  marvellous  to  me,  them 
fhould  have  been  no  more  changes.  Were 
k  poflitye  to  do  better  for  cursives  than 
with  my  lady,  Madam,!  faid  he*  it's  rtioft 
like,  that  fome  or  other  of  us  had  been  for 
making  the  experiment;  but  where  a 
miftrefs  bohaves  to  ail  under  her,  but  as 
to  her  children ;  who,  but.  a  reprobate, 
wfluld  <^er  defert:  fo  terakr;  a  paicnt  ?    - 

I  could  have  bleffed  myfelf  upon  my 
arrival  in  fo  worthy  a  family,  add  even 
wilhed,  that  I  could  have  partook  of  their 
harmpny,  by  joining  in  their  commenda- 
tions of  her,  frotq  whofe  prudence,  and 
condu^,  their  union  was  fo  happily  ef- 
fected 5  but  the  fordid  principle  of  envft 
ragiog  fo  virulently  in  my  compoGrion 
againft  every  creature  that  excelled  nwi 
Had  forever  Dcodend.themobjeds  of  ml 
ifcowv  and  detection*  1  .,';  ■ . . '  i 

-  My  fitter  caufed  me  not  to  wait  fori 
.moment*  after  fhe  had  heard  I  was  below; 
taut  defcended  inftantly  mltdc±  wcepiflff 
1^1  \  upon 
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upon  my  ne^kfbr  a  confickrablc  ipace, 
before  lhe  could  franpe  her  toague  to  in- 
quiry after;  njyvh^hj  which  ,'ijj;  IcngrJi 
&q  $&.  ia^^qfl:; cgtfy,  aijd  engagmg 
(  manner.^  .*,  <..(  .r...-  '■.  ..,.,  _  .  ;  -,/ '  * 
Having  firft  informed  myielf ;  of  her 
welfare,  I  gpfe  her  fome  account  how  I 
was^  th^t  I  had  enjoyed  my  health  wry 
welf;  but  that  other  circumftances  had 
not  pfwrcd  f$;  agjjeeable  tq,  i$e,?  Jt  was 
about  to  haye  given  her  a  detail  of  m* 
marriage,  and  Ihould  fo  have  done,  had 
ihe  not  prevented  it,  by  hoping  we 
ihould,  in  futujre,  have  time  enough  up- 
on our  hai^ds  for  melanch^y  fubj^,  a?$ 

after  Jp  tedious  an  aWJeiro*  ^g£t#otbp 

loured  by  the  report  or  any  ,eyilj  occur;- 

rence :  for  that  (he  ihould  (and  fhe,  hoped 

l%u^d,d9  ^he  fame)  efcem  th^  p<?opi- 

tious,  ^y  tha;  bad  uj^ted  ut  again,  as  ji 

% pf j^i^ati^.         /  ^   <'.;; Vii 

^  then  orc^c^  u?/  a  fefvanCwiqi 

%ne  chpcqjate,  tp  drink  after  my  jourr 

t$Y%  and  exprrffed  fo  much  re^l  faasjaa- 

^on  ^  Irrwuptenanceat  thp  fight  of  mt? 

fo|  f^PP^iV*  to^  m£W%t  ^orv% 
«rttf  c««W  iforijpar*  ocqtowaUy^  ty  e*- 
*  toU  fr?r  benevol^,  fQ  n*A, M9Sluc& 
•*0  •       ^  jhat 
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that  had  we  but  been  upon  a  par  for  tir- 
cumftances  in  life,  I  could  have  adored 
her ;  but  what  imbittered  every  rrfing  de- 
light that  I  might  have  feceited  from  her 
fociety  was,  the  fpherel  beheld  her  in, 
whilft  I  myfelf,  muft,  by  myfelf,  and  by 
all  the  world  arpund  us,  be  cfteemed,  but 
as  the  infignificant  dependant  of  the  great 
lady.  ;'  -'■'•,■ 

Surely  it  i$  one  of  the  chfefeft  felicities 
Jri  life,  to  have  gained  the afcendant over 
one's  own  pfltfms;  as  therefore,  to  re- 
main in  fubjeftion  to  them,  muft  be  the 
moft  abjedt  ftate  of  flavery  ;  but  though 
this,  I  had  fubmitted  to  from  the  firft  rc- 
•  collection  of  my  memoryi  I  had  never  as 
yet,  been  able  to  compafs  that,  though 
under  the  influences  pf  fo  excellent  an  ex- 
emplar as  my  fiften 

As  to  pride,  lhe  poffeffed  no  riiott 
than  was  £b(blbtel  jr  fidceflkry ^  for  the  di- 
ftindtion  of  upper  ?nd  under  in  her  fr 
mily:'hay;  her  very  fcrvants  approached  * 
her  with  a  reverence,  lcarce  ever  fince*** 
1y  paid,  ;biit  whete  it  is  leaft  demanded  -, 
and  as  fe  Her  poor  rieighbours,-  flie  was  as 
open,  arid*  communicative  of  her  perfoft, 
advice,  -and  aflrftance,  as  if  ea^h  foul  of 
them  that  applied  to  her,  ifoas  \a  perfcrt 
of  the  moffccxalted  quality. 
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Our  dinner,  never  confided  of  Ief$  than 
nine  difhes,  for  her  own  table,  and  three 
or  four  of  a  more  fubftantial  fort  for  the 
fervants;  all  of  which,  ^as  daily  diftri* 
buted  to  the  poor,  fo  foon  as  that  meal 
was  ended  ;  nor  was  the  greateft  elegancy 
referved,  for  gracing  the  table  a  fecond 
time  :  fo  that  frequently,  there  have  been 
upwards  of  fifty,  and  feldom  fewer  than 
between  thirty  and  forty,  who  have  left 
their  bleffings  Behind  them,  for  their  dai- 
ly fupply  for  themfelves  and  families, 
from  her  liberality. 

Never  furely,  wrought  the  fame  blood 
more  contrary  effefls*  than  upon  us -two 
fitters:  for  as  to  my  own  part,  I  would 
rather  have  eleded  a  ftate  of  feclufion 
from  the  eyes  of  the  whole  human  lpecies, 
to  have  appeared,  even  to  the  fer- 
vants in  the  family,  unlefs  I  was  drefied* 
in  filks,  chints,  or  fome  other  di- 
nguifhable  gear  from  the  vulgar  •,  nor 
"I  ever  made  it  my  pra&ice,  to  take 
ficeof  the  poorer  of  our  neighbours, 
]they  had  firft  paid  the  cojfcpliment  to 
nor  ever  converfed  I  with  them  fur- 
than  by  a  civil  anfwer  to  what  might 
emanded  of  me:  whereas,  my  fitter 
ever  appeared,  either  at  home,  or 
neighbourhood,  in  other  than  a 
C  neat 
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neat 'ftuff  gown,   and'  plain  night-cap; 
nay,  would  even  be  hail  fellow  well  met, 
with  the  loweft  clafs  of  her  neighbours; 
inquiring  after  the  hufband,  or  wife,  awl 
every  child  by  name,  with  which  fhe  was 
equally  acquainted,  as  with  thefe  of  her 
own  houfbold  •,  and  upon  hearing  that 
any  of  them -were  ill,  away  &e  trudged 
to  vHttdiem,  preferring  this,  and  that 
:for  their  drferdere  •,  all  which,  upon  fer 
return,  (he  was  fure  to  fend  them  »  and 
where  the  cafe  exceeded  her  own  flcill,  * 
fervant  was  difpatched  to  the  apotheca 
with  orders  from  her,  to  attend 
fo  that  fte  has  ihewn  me  her  apothc 
biUs,  which  jor   fome   unhealthy 
have  amounted  to  upwards  of  two 
died  pounds. 

I  could  enadtftaififinitcly , 
ftftcifc 


[a73 
mjf#r$un*  tfcao  that  I  had  vsty  agree- 
ofele  €flflapjwiy  from  London  wjth  jne,  taa# 

oiUw^jthe  focth  4ay  of  npy  *r*r«IcjRce 
with  iqy  filler,  Mr.  Rcadyrmn  caiqc  $> 
vifk  ^a;  buc  apt  fending  in  his  oamg, 
c^e  of  the  (^  wly  told  xne,  9s  my 
lifter •^I.i^^^Umfiiig  togcfhpr  iji 
fyt  pai^^r,  thflt  a  gentleman  411  .a  cfoa- 
»9tand^r,  VtKegattb  l|ad,a0ccd  for 

Thomas*  £aid  I,  you  jnuft 

horribly  afwd 

"L  T^ho  twlicving 

df  wgs  <x>tnc 

icthcrpncocft 

Jr.Rcadymap, 

at  my  taught! 


» 
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]    He  paid  Ms  firft  compliments  to  me, 
and  then  to  my  filter;   prefuming,  he 
faid,  that  lady  was  the  lifter,  to  whole 
houfe  I  had  informed  him  I  was  going. 
I  replied,  that  he  had  judged  very  juftly; 
when  he  renewed  his  compliments  -toiler* 
and  then  we  began  upon  our  /late  jour- 
ney ;  the  news  of  the  cotfrttry,  and  what- 
ever came  uppermost;  tilt  lea  being  ovei*i 
and  our  chat,  in  about  two  hours  fpace, 
flowing  heavily,  he  took  his  leave,  with- 
out the  leaft  opportunity,  for  mentioning 
a  fingle  fyllabie  of  his  love  affair,  before 
my  filler ;  but  though   I  had   miffed  it 
within  doors,  I  refolved  to  give  him  tic- 
cafion  without :  for  which  reafon,  I  in- 
filled upon  waiting  upon  him  to  his  cha- 
riot, in  which  Ihort   walk,  he  had  but 
juft  time  to  fatijsfy   me  of  his  fubfifting 
regard  for  me,  and  his  hope  of  my  being 
more  detached  from  company  at  his  rt£# 
vifitf  which  with   my  leave,  Ihould  he 
before  many  days  had  lapfed.  • 

At  my  return  to  the  parlour;  prajs 
faid  my  filler,  was  you  ever  acquainted 
with  that  gentleman,  before  your  h* 
journey  together?  No,  replied  I;  tte 
man  never  faw  me,  or  I  him,  befofc' 
lecaufc,  faid  fhe,  he  accofted  you  wftfc 


iuch  intimacy,  as  if  you  had  beea 
is  for  a  long  time.  Why?  (aid  I% 
iarities  are  fooner  gained  in  a  ftage- 
i,  I  believe,  than  in  any  other  place 
!ver:  for  the  parties  flowing  clofe, 
King  bound,-  for  fuch  a  duration  of 
/  together  ♦,  one  intereft  conjoins 
,  each,  for  others  mutual  fatisfadiion.  , 
Lride,  they  eat,  they  fleep,  at  the 
hours,  and  if  a  thorough  harmony 
ted  not  between  them,  they  mud  be 
able ;  there  being  no  hope  of  efcape 
one  another,  till  the  end  of  their 

annot  fay,  replied  my  filter,  but  it 
ten  agreeable  enough  to  have  been 
>ur  party  s  for  that  a  pleafanter,  or 
igly  a  better  difpofed  gentleman,  I 
fcarce  ever  met  with ;  but  then,  the 
ning  fucceeding  the  banquet,  would 
me  quite  melancholy*:  for  I  fhould 
the  lofs  of  all  my  companions  at 
fo  fuddenly ;  and  that,  pertaps, 
to.  meet  more;  though  that,nias 
ideed,  been  altogether  your  cafe  \ 
an  I  fay,  but  it  was  a  mod  polite 
in  your  fellow  traveller,  to  give 
If  the  trouble  of  a  ride  to  pay  his 
liments  to  you  ;  it  being  what  but 
ould  have  done:  for  though  during 
C  3  their 
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tflcif  tr&tt,  p^ltkttxii^f&^te^ 
gethef  •,  they  frequently,  bec6nrfc  vrftoBf 
cftrangedj  from  each  other,  tfpoh*  thekK 
difcharge  from  th6  vehicle  thfey  h& 
been  confined  ro.  ;/ 

Though  I  wis  obliged  to  keep  *p  fl»P 
difcourfe  with  my  fitter,  'till  By  Wearing 
ctttour  fubjeft,  it  fhould  drop  of  irielfi 
yet  I  could  much  rather  hare*  Bteri  in* 
dulling   over  my  own  re<WHbnsrar$ 
forming  fome  determinate  refoht,  a|*£itf# 
the  next  vifit  Mr.  Readyman  fltould  pf3 
me:  fof  though  IJct>uld,  by  no*  me&tf$i; 
cpnfent  to  his  being  apgrifed  of  my  Mff«' 
iiig  att  Holfeaikf;  asf  fay  Bfteif *  intg^ 
ffotfi  canity;  and  Ibnocehtiy-  ha|fpa»  # 
i&ntlorift;  at  %  f&cte£du% rtfeetite  df 
<toi*  iti  fttf  pfcfemee  ?  1%  ItfefcH^t&S1 
£  tiitltoat  tte  moft  tori^^tm,&d0^iti 
cfi^lgeittb-a'miir  whofe  addttffef 
Kad,  tacitly,  f^often  fubmittetdF  tp :  riaf* 
thbiigtf   bath    conscience,  hctoouf,  -W 
Hoftgty,<  fe>  flirongly  pleaded  againff  *jf  . 
thought  of  an  union  between  us  i  yet  ft 
would  have  been  even  a  death's  blow  te* 
me,  to  have  put  a  final  period  to  his  court* 
(hip.  V* 
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VtrpUxities  of  ambitious  projeffs* 
Serious  refe&ions.  Take  a  tour- 
Criminal  terrors.  Fineje  to  Ovoid 
her  fi/ler.  Sharp  cenfure  for  it. 
Labour  Jo  reconcile  villany  to  in- 
terefl.    Though  vice  craves  conceal- 

'  menfj  virtue  fears  not  the  light. 
Dangerous  keeping  council  for  the 
evicted. 

aOW  infinitely  fatiguing  are  tEoft 
reflections,  that  tend  to' the  rccon- 
cUuig  vice  to  the  human  mind  *  when 
compared  to  fuch,  as  are  a&uated  by  the 
motives  of  virtue  only ! 

This  truth,  I  believe,  -X  may  more 

boldly  pronounce,  than  many  ladies  of 

my  birtL  and  education*    Thefe,  from 

*  fteady  rohmiflion  to  the  ordinary  courfe 

©f  things;  either  by  means  of  their  pa^ 

Knts,  or  from  the  bulk,  of  their  fortunes 

»  their  own  pofleffiona,  ard  for  the  mod 

Part,  difpofed  of  in  marriage  in  early  life  y 

*hen  having  little  concern  upon  their 

fonds,  five  for  their  children,  and  fami- 

'^s,  they  are  wid  of  thofir  calls  to,  or 

C  4.  leifurc 
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leifure  for,  attending  to  ftratagems,  fi« 
neffe,  or  impofitions  upon  mankind  (uto- 
lcfs  in  fome  trifling  cafes  fcarce  worthy 
remarking)  that  my  life  has  been  moftly 
perplexed  with  :  for  my  untoward  difpo- 
fition,  ever  prompting  me  to  grandeur 
and  magnificence ;  there  never  appeared 
to  me  any  obftacle  in  the  way  to  thefe, 
that  might  either  by  force,  or  cunning  be 
furmountable,  but  my  genius  was  pre* 
pared,  for  not  only  attempting,  but  ex- 
ecuting too,  if  it  might  be  promifory  of 
'  fuccefs,  in  aught  that  would  gratify  the 
cravings,  of  my  perverfe,  and  ambitious 
porpofes. 

I  had  now  withdrawn  myfelf  from  my 
filler,  and  wias  retired  to  my  own  cham- 
ber. Here,  I  laid  down  firft  this  (landing 
propofition,  that  I  would  marry  Mr.  Rea* 
dyman,  as  the  only  means  in  nature,  for 
freeing  me  from  a  future  feries  of  anxieties, 
which  muft  otherwife  attend  me  to  my 
dying  day  ;  from  whence,  I  deduced  this 
corollary, — that  I  muft  be  thereby  placed 
in  an  orbit  I  had  fo  long  coveted,  and 
under  the  indulgence  of  fo  loving  a  mart 
enter  upon  the  immediate  fruition  of  $ 
that  1  had  fo  long  fought  after,  as  the 
fole  materials,,  for  compounding  my  fo* 
ture  happinefs. 
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From  hence,  I  proceeded  to  engage 
mjr-  invention  to  beftir  itfelf,  not  only  for 
ways  and  me4D^  of  quieting  my  owa 
imagination  upon  the  fubjed,  and  the 
qualms  that  might  effectually  difcompofe 
my  confeience ;  (for  thefe,  I  had  refolved 
to  make  fubfervient  to  my  intereftj  but 
alio,  for  not  only  fecreting  my  future  mar- 
riage from  my  hyfband  that  then  was,  but 
my  paft  from  him  alfo  that  was  to  be  fo,  * 
.  In  the  next  place,  my  lifter  muft  of. 
neceffity  be  reduced  to  filence  -,  and  laft- 
ly,  my  own  perfon  fo  obfeured  from, 
Mrr  Richwould,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould 
look  after  me,  it  might  be  next  to  im- 
possible for  him  ever  to  find  me,  un* 
le$  chance,  ihould  accidentally  call  me 
in  hU  way. 

.  iHow  mould  I  prevent  Mr.  Ready- 
man,.from  fome  time  or  other,  know- 
ing, my  maiden  name,  vfas  the  next 
queftion ;  for  I  would  not  for  any  things 
We  him  imagine  me  to  be  a  widow  % 
*ad  yet,  I  could  never  fuppofe  I  could 
^gbc  his  wjfe^ ^ore^  would  enquire 
^o  my,  iather ,  was,  and  where  he  had 
*&d  ;T  when  1  thought  I  Ihould  be  blown 
^f^  as  death,  andperhaps,  for  aiming 
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wly,  i^materiaV  ^hpugh   matt 


ti*1 

gwattr  cttnfequence  might  tie  eonceafed 
from  hrnl ;  be  firft  negle&cd,  then  cfc^ 
ft>ifed»  and  in  the  end,  being  counted  m* 
famous,  bcr  rejeded  by  him  5.  when  I  otci 
*bi  feat,  but  feme  bufy  tongue  or  other* 
would  reap  up  my  whole  life  and  cha- 
racter, to  the  utter  blafting  of  my  repu^ 
tition  fbr  ever. 

1  could  (tart  no  one  thing  reafottably; 
to  conclude  upon,  thatwas  not  either  fub* . 
jp&  to  a1  kut,  of  a  twfcrf  #>  till  I  was  ai- 
riloft  difltafted  to  find  myfctf,  eitfhef-ft 
defe&fre  in  my  contrivances,  of  that  my 
affairs  would  by  no  mean*  beat  wat^r ; 
But  ftill*  as  my  flicct  anchor,  I  ftfcek 
clofe  to  Mr.Reidyman,  widi  Wftoifti  and 
fife,  I  wa*  cfeterrfrtned  to  part  at  tte 
feme  time  5  for  that  no  poflible  tipptotfr 
nity  c6uM  ever  prtftnr,  for  fttakitfg  me 
lb  happy,  as  this  of  becoming  1&  fcndfc 
:  IWy  fitfer  had  a  efcarity^fehodi  »  WiK 
wiekflute,  which  wa*  founded  by  fterfirt* 
kufbancFs  father,  which  firtee  mf  bur 
Cher's  death,  &e  Bad  augmented,  by  m 
additional  number  x)fchik}t»rt,  bwft  ^irt# 
and  boys*  a*  alfo  with  a  fef^rat*  rnatr^' 
fenance,  and  lodging,  for  ancfcftt<  i&eri 
and  women,  and  once  a  year,  &»  always 
went  over  to  it,  to  nay  the  matters,  am 
provide  for  her  old  people,  whro<  M* 
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wi^r fWrmftft <rw,  tee  both  the  old  and 
feting  C4  the  charity,  dined  with  he**. 
tad  what  was  very  peculiar  to  1itr  was, 
ftat  (he  always  pikced  the  ancienteft  per- 
fan,  whether  man  or  woman,  at  the  head 
»f  her  table ;  both  herfetf,  and  alt  the 
nrft,  ibting  themfclves  promifcuou(ly,  ar 
ft  happened.  x 

The  anniveifary  of  this  feftival  being 
near  at  hand,  my  After  purpofed  taking 
me  to  it;  but  I  had  a  hundred  £ut  off* 
to  make,  excu&tory  of  my  going  with1 
her,  for  fear  Mr.  Ready  man  fhoufcl  hap- 
pen to'call  in  my  abfencc ;  though  alf 
would  not  anfwer  my  purpofe :  for  go  I 
i»l),  fhe  faid,  it  would  be  the  fineft 
airing  !n  nature  for  me,  nor.  fhould  we 
be  out  more  than  five  days. 

Being  no  ways  able  to  avoid  it,  I  took? 
the  tour  with  her  •,  but  my  Mnd  being 
always  at  home*  either  in  company  with* 
tr  in  expectation  of,  Mr.  Readyman,  I 
was  wholly  infonfible  of  the  delights  fhd 
jointed  out  to  me,  as  enjoyed  by  her,  at 
the  pleafure  each  objett  teftificd,  for  th* 
fend  reception  they  met  with,  and  for 
^liberality  that  Ihe  then  diftribbted  td 
Jhen^;  fo  that  fcarce  ever  was  I  more  re* 
Juiced,  than  upon  our  arrival  again  to  my 
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The  next  day  brought  my  fpark  again, 
when  I  being  alone  in  the  parlour,  he  was 
fhcwn  in  to  me,  and  now,  in  the  abfenoe 
of  my  lifter,  we  took  our  full  fwing  of 
love,  and  I  had  almoft  confented  to  the 
matrimonial  noofe  with  him;  but  ftiU, 
I  kept  the  matter  at  a  bay,  till  we  fhould 
fee  each  other  again,  my  very  heart  Jud- 
dering fo,  whenever  my  confent  was 
ready  to  have  pafled  my  lips,  that  might 
1  have  gain'd  the  world  by  it,  I  could 
not  have  brought  it  out. 

At  the  third  interview,  Mr*  Ready- 
man  and  I  had  had  at  my  filler's,  which 
was  not' many  days  after  the  fecomb 
my  filler  being  with  me  when  he  came  in, 
I  perceived  him  to  be  vaftly  reftlefs,  and 
uneafy ;  when  rightly  judging  at  thft 
caufr,  and  he,  at  the  fame  time,  taking 
fome  notice  of  the  garden*  which  the  win- 
dow we  were  fitting  at  looked  into*,  I 
alked  him  whether  he  fhould  choofe  tp 
tike  a  turn  in  it,  and  if  fo,  I  would  wait 
upon,  and  Ihew  it  him ;  but  then  for 
fcar  my  filler  fhould  choofe  to  accompany 
us,  I  added,  that  I  believed,  my  h$ct 
would  be  fo  good  as  to  excufe  us  'till 
tea  time,  and  beg'd  her  to  fend  for  us  i* 
when  it  fliould  be  ready. 

This  fpeech  of  mine,  feeming  to  kf 
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an  injunction  upon  my  lifter,  neither  Co 
accompany  nor  follow  us  ;  fhe  took  it 
as  fuch  I  afterwards  found,  and  was  too 
good  to  intrude  upon  our  privacies  whilft 
in  the  garden;  but  no  fooner  was  Mr* 
Readyman  gone,  than  "  fitter,  faid  ihe, 
I  am  furprized  at  thefe  vifits  of  this  new 
acquaintance  of  yours,  fo  thick  one  upon 
another  *  and  were  you  not  a  married 
woman  already,  I  fhould  be  induced  to 
believe  his  errand  to  you  to  be  court- 
fhip  ;  but  if  not,  what  am  I  not  at  liberty 
to  guefs,  from  your  forbidding  me  a  turn 
in  the  garden  with  you  ?       '■•.■■    r? 

"  I  hope,  added  fhe,  that  you  take  not 
my  freedom  with  you  in  evil  part;  for 
that,  I  can  promife  you,  I  mean  you 
none :  but  yet  can't  refrain  from  furprize 
when  I  confider,  how  there  fhould  fairly 
have  been  formed  privacies  between  meer 
itrangers,  of  different  fexes,  as  you  need 
to  have  been  at  fuch  pains  for  excluding 
a  filter  from. 

"  I  fcorn  to  pry  into  any  one's  fecrets, 
added  fhe,  and  had  you  but  by  a  wink 
or  a  nod,  fignified  how  acceptable  my 
abfcnce  would  have  been  to  you,  I  fhould 
not  have  occaftoned  your  repeating  it. 

"  I  mention  not  this,  my  dear,  added 
fhe,  from  ill  will  to  you  >  but  from  a  de- 
fire 
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fit  of  your  treating  me  hereafter  witfc 
monr  opettndn  »d  indeed  to  prevent 
yoor  behsntmg  ta  afiy  oaher  ptrfor*  in  th* 
feme  manner,  who  may  chance  to  w* 
fcnt  it :  for  he  that  would  comgafs  h» 
cad*  upon  another  by  poHcyv  in  the  view 
of  a  third  pefcfcn*  sender*  duo  perfeo 
pbryed  vpon  cotttemptibte*  at  an  earfjfr 
oajudgjng  fool,  for  his  ptsrpofe*  vthtehf 
to  do,  is  the  heigh  t  of  ifl,  maimers, 

"  But  to  let  that  pa&;  P»y,  filter 
added  (be,  if  1  may  craft*  tlte  queftioi 
without  the  imputation  of  an  ftnpertf* 
nenf*  'Couches  not  fo*»what  under  ch* 

S damn's  repeated  vifia  to  you,  ftir- 
-  than  meet  compliment  ? 
These  is  fomewhat  lb  awfu*  in  the  de- 
portment of  a  perfon  of  prudence  and 
judgment  (as  undoubtedly  my  lifter  was) 
an  commands  that  refbeft  from  thofeot 
an  inferior  claf*,  which  they  would  Uin 
deny  but  cannot  •,  therefore,  though  f 
had  ever  judged  it  beneath  me,  to  be 
accountable  to  her  for  my  proceedings; 
feer  fincerity  demanding  my  agent,  I  cot' 
fcfled  that  there  was,  and  that  the  gentle 
man  taking  me,  as  I  prc&med,  for  a  fingl* 
woman,  had  firft  addrefled  me  for  mar- 
riage at  our  inn  where  wo  lodged,  and 


hz&  cfi^rt  obtained  iwp  permiffios,  far 
Waiting  upon  me  a*  &tr  houfr. 

HQv^awldyouibferttefDaatfcathad 
exprefftd  hia  regaid  for  yon^  to  deceive 
kiifllfeif  wufcnr  h6f*>  that  an  never  be 
accomp&hed,  fcid  Ok  f  talced,  my  dcarr 
added  (Re,  I  think  yea  hare  aftcd  vety 
i&difcteetly  in  fo  doing,  to  give  it  no 
hatter  a  name.  It  would  hare  beew 
fi&ffkient  that  he  Iwtd  me,  to  have 
withheld  me  fe*m  any  fuch  practice*  not 
•i  fflentie*  die  ftam  tftat  may  adhere  to 
y$w  awn  cha*a&cr  from  itr  whenever  he  . 
tdttneJ'to  be  madeceived  $*as  thatvhe  fboo 
mu£,  ftoutd  he  perfevere  i*  hi*  fat" 

*  Truly,  After,  faidl,  the  neceffity  of 
his  being  undeceived  ac  all*  is  far  front 
Wng  apparent,  in  my  mind."  "  Why  ? 
you  wmrid  nor  proceed  to  marriage  wkk 
Kim,  I  hope,  feid  fke,  wouM  you,  having 
an  huftand   already,   and  him  living 

tbO?" 

M  1-muft  own,  replied  I,  that  I  can 
find  not  one  objs&ion  to>it  *  Will  he  not 
feme  at  the  head  ©f  a  family  I  need  he- 
***  be  afhamed  to  appear  in?  Will  far 
*t  efl&Wifti  my  future  welfare  in  life? 
^kereat  I  am  now  meetly  dependant 
•pop  your  pleafore,  which,  fhould  it 
':  Fwe  dUfavourabk  to<  me,  what  alter* 
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native  have  I,  but  to  fubmit  to  a  fer- 
vice  ?  whereas,  deferring  yoji^j  I  may> 
with  him*  be  provided  for  like  a  o?un- 
tefs  ;  for  that  he  muft  be  a  mafc  of  .figure* 
and  fortune  is  apparent  from  his  •  drefs, 
his  mien,  his  fervants,  and  equipage." , 

"  Have  you  not  an  htifband  already 
child,  faid  fhe?  Have  you  pot  paged 
your  folemn  vow  •,  flighted  your  ftith 
to  him,  and  facrcdly  promtfed,  that  for* 
N  faking  all  other  men,  you  will  adhere  to 
him  alone,  in  wealth,  or  poverty,  ficknek 
or  health  ?  and  ihall  you,  in  whofp  ears 
thefe  engagements  are  yet  founding, 
blindly  involve  yourfelf  ia  th$  inext 
piable  crime  of  adultery,  with  this  no* 
vel  acquaintance  of  youfs  ? 

"  For  fhame,  added  flie,  refleft  upon 
times  paft,  when  our  dear  deceased 
ipamma  ufed  to  preach  ^upjconftajity  and 
fidelity,  duty  and  affe&iorUo  te^89W*r(k 
whomfoever  we  fliould  afterwards  make; 
.our  hulbands;  confider  the  heinoufnefs 
of  the  offence  to  the  Almighty,  in  ex* 
prefs  oppofition  to  one  of  his  hQly<?pm* 
mands.  Confider,  if  this  prevails  not 
the  fcandal  you  will  bring  upon!  yottfc 
family,  yourfelf,  every  relative,  and  ifl? 
deed  upon  our  whole  lex  a<id  race,  by  fi> 
rafhj  fo  wickpd,  ft)  inC00fidcr§te  an  & 
«ion*"  i  «<  Kay 
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"  Nay  fitter,  faid  I,  you  cannot  have 
eonfidered  this  affair,  in  this  fhort  mo- 
ment whilft  we  have  been  fpeaking  of  it, 
fo  accurately  as  I  have,  who  have  con- 
fumed  both  whole  nights  and  days  in  de- 
bating it,  even  till  I  am  as  clear  in  the 
re&itude  of  my  intentions,  as  it  is  pof- 
fible  for  the  fubtilell  mathematician. to 
be  in  the  folution  of  one  of  his  problems ; 
nor  doubt  I  of  proving  to  a  demon- 
ftration,  that  none  of  thefe  frightful  phan- 
toms you  have  raifed,  will,  or  can  aflfeft 
my  particular  cafe,  in  the  leaft. 

44  As  firft,  you  call  me  a  wife ;  how* 
that  I  deny :  for  if  I  am  any  thing  above 
the  degree  of  a  maiden,  I  am  a  widow ; 
and  thus  I  fhall  prove  it  to  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  my  own  mind,  and,  I  make 
but  little  difpute  of  yours  too. 

44  What  was  it  my  poor  mamma  la- 
mented fo,  for  the  few  months  time  that 
fee  fiirvived  my  father  ?  Was  it  not  the 
lofs  of  him  ?  Was  not  her  anfwer  to 
every  one  who  ftrove  to  comfort  her, 
14  Forbear  to  recommend  to  my  deje&ion 
any  palliatives  for  the  affuaging  of  my 
forrows  ;  my  lofs  of  fo  good  an  hufband 
is  irreparable." 

44  Now  let  me  afk  you  one  queftion, 
lifter,  added  I  j  Can  any  one  pretend  to 
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joy,  thai  had  not  my  mother  laid  the 
lofs  of  him  (b  much  to  heart*  but  had 
overlooked  it,  grown  chearful,  and  tar 
ken  *  another  hufband  to  her  bed,  ihe 
had]  been  an  adukcrcfa,  and  a  feandal  to 
Jwrfex?" 

My  filler  replied,  that  my  argument 
waa  wholly  betide  the  purpofe,  allowing 
that  mamma  had  been  guiltlefi,  though 
ihe  had  married  again,  becawfe  ihe  would 
have  had  no  prior  hufband  living-,  but 
that  fhould  I  marry  Mr.  Readyman,  thi 
cafe  would  be  widely  different,  I  tawing 
pn  hufband  living. 

:  "  Truly*  my  dear ,•  faid  I,  you  fa® 
Jamc  to  hang  upon  a  diftin&io&,  whetfl* 
ill  these  is  no  manner  of  difference?*  for 
IBy  father's  being  dead,  as^amy  modKft 
gave  her  all  die  difturbanca  Ihe  fuflfcredj 
nor  had  it  been  of  any  whit  leftr  fetal 
confequence  to  her,  had  he  been  living 
to  alls  the  world  befide  i  fo  that  hew* 
but  abfolutely  Jqft  to  her. 
/Now  thi^I  infill  to  be  my  cafe  tot 
fcruple:  my  hu&and  is  loft  t*>  me  y  nay* 
which  ftifl  ftraigthens*  my  cafe,  has  vo- 
luntarily feparated  fr$jn»  and  left  mci  ** 
gone  to  fettle  in  an  unkmwit  wad& 
where  having  no  farther  care  for  me,  1^ 
will  undoubtedly  procure  him  another 
•  wife 
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#ife,  ai  may  bcft  fuit  bis  intereft .    VJhf 
not  I,  then,  another  hufband  ? 

Now  all  the  difficulty  that  can  occur 
to  me  is,  how  to  confine  the  knowledge 
of  my  former  'hufband  from  my  latter : 
for  that,  being  once  concluded:  upon,  not 
one  thing  upon  earth  can  proceed  from 
my  firft  nuptials,  to  the  interruption  or 
prejudice  of  my  ftcond*  I  am  firmly 
paifoadecL 

*  My  fitter  replied,,  that  mean*  wem 
aerer  wanting  for  the  dcoedion  of  ini- 
quity; and  for  her  part,  fbe  wtfhed  fhe 
Had-  never  been  acquainted  with  my  coa* 
oems;  for  then  fhp  lhoukl  neither  ofle^ 
me  or  ho:  own  confcience:  whereas^  if  li 
pro ved  £>  perverfe  as  to  let  Mr/ Ready-* 
man  proceed  wish  his  wooing,  in  hopes 
of  making  him  my  hufband,  (he  rnult 
fcorifice  one  of  us,  oi  neceffity  -  and 
which  muft  prove  the  vidim,  lhe  pre- 
fened  I  Aottld  waftc  but  little  time  to 
determine.  * 

"  Thofe  conlctences,  fitter^  fiMbl*  in 
feme  warmth,  are  of  a  Vsery  fqueamiffi 
fenftitution,  that  muft  be  ever  meddling 
*>  die  diriment  of  others,  where  the 
cafe  no  ways  concerns  thrariekes.  I  fee 
sot  what  bufineft  you  can  have  to;  intefi* 
faekv  affairs  of  mine*  who,  alone,  muft 
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ftand  or  fall  by  them.  Your  advice  I 
lhall  be  ever  thankful  for,  when  I  afk  it* 
though  obtruding  it  upon  me,  Nolens 
Volens,  and  threatening  roe,  as  it  were*  - 
for  non-acceptance,  favours  too  grofly  of 
a  command,  to  find  any  the  leaft  weight 
with  me ;  but  believe  me,  it  (hall  be  long; 
enough  before  I  repofe  farther  confidence 
in  you;  nor  indeed  can  one. well  know 
whom  to  truft,  if  an  own  fitter  cannot 
retain  one's  privacies."  ■•■..♦ 

•  "  I  wifh  from  my  heart,  faid  my: 
fifter,  that  you  could  but  bring  your- 
fclf,  firft,  to  think  before  you  fpeak,  and 
then  only  to  utter  what  you  mull  think : 
for  whilfl:  without  thought  you  frame, 
propofitions,  and  are  fo  impatient  of  all 
oppofition  to  them,  right  or  wrong,  that 
you  will  run  all  lengths  in  the  defence  of 
them  v  I  look  not  upon  your  arguments 
as  direded  to  my  eonvi&ion,  or  to  die 
fupport  of  your  thefis  in  a  reafonabte 
way ;  but  as  arifing  from  a  peevilhnefs  in 
your  temper,  for  that  others  can  fee  far- 
ther than  yourfelf. 

u  I  have  ever  judged  her  the  happieft 
woman,  added  Ihe,  who  has  no  fecrets 
to  be  kept  \  her,  who  <:ares  not  if  all  her 
aftions  were  expofed  at  the  market  crofs  % 
nay,  ihe  who  proceeds' upon  virtuous  and 
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honeft  principles,  need  have  no  concern 
at  their  publication  any  where:  for  that 
the  more  of  her  deeds  are  denudated, 
ihe  gains  but  the  larger  fliare  of  repu- 
tation from  them  •,  not  only  from  people 
of  like  perfuafion  with  herfelf,  but  even 
from  thofe  who  demean  themfelves  from 
dire&ly  oppofite  principles :  for  virtue, 
truth,  and  equity,  cannot  but  be  ad- 
mired in  themfelves,  and-  held  com* 
mendable  even  by  the  moft  flagitious 
of  criminals,  from  their  own  intrinfick 
worth,  which  no  art  of  man  can  de- 
bafe.  > 

"  Now,  my  dear,  continued  fhe,  if  I 
would  avoid  4II  fee  rets  of  my  own,  can 
it  be  credited  that  I  would  be  burdened 
with  thofe  of  other  people;  efpecially 
where  they  may  prove  hurtftil  to  third 
perfons  ?  Wherein,  I  befeech  you,  fhall 
it  differ  in  fuch  cafe,  from  the  receiver 
of  goods  that  are  ftolen,  knowing  them 
fo  to  be;  fhould  I  refer ve  in  my  own 
bread  a  privacy,  knowing  it  will  be  pre- 
judicial to  a  third  perfon  ?  Shall  not  I, 
by  my  taciturnity,  be  acceflary  to  the 
prejudicial  aft,  and  permit  it  to  be  done, 
though  I  am  no  material  agent  therein, 
-equally-  with  the  receiver  I  have  above 
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«tmioncd,  ^b^m  m*  law  holds  alike 
sutpable  with  the ,  robber  himfelf,  41s  am 
ahettor  and  comforter  of  |he  delinquent? 
"  Would  any  perfon  in  ihjs  ienfes, 
added  {he,  who  pays  the  leaft  regard 
to  his  good  name,  religion,  or  mora- 
lity, permit  a  blind  txun  to  run  into  tk 
fire,  and  glory  over  this  mi&fortunc,  when 
J>y  a  timely  word  of  recall,  jw*  an  arm 
extended  to  his  better  guidance*  he  could 
divert  him  from  the  presenting  evil? 
ro,  it  would  be  a  moft  inhuman  ad, 
40  fiifier  the  Wind  man  Ao  proceed  in 
his  direction  %  though  probably  the  ud- 
iufustf  heat  might  Hop  his  ccturfe  indue 
dime,  or  at  <worft,  he  might  Xufffer  but 
&  temporary  misfortune  by  it  $  hit  in 
the  cafe  before  us,  my  filence,  till  the, 
*£t  is  once  performed,  muft  cont 
to  the  irretrievable  diftreli  of  a  we 
thy  gentleman,  for  the  remainder  of  1 
whole  lifetime ;  rather  than  to  whicj 
I  would  confer*  to  the  lots  ofmyrij 
hand.  Nay,  were  it  never  to  be 
table  to  me  as  a  wicked  ad,  added 
yet  die  reflection  of  my  having  only  ( 
Bivcd  at  the  fraud  you  had  put  upon  j 
in  proportion  to  his  diftppoi  itfment,  1 
entail  upon  tat  an  endicis  feries  of 
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fefy  :  4k  that,  4ipon  the  whole,  I  think,  i 
>verihot  not  my  mark,  ^whon  I  wtfhe4 
pou  had  imrufted  me  with  none  of  jour 
privacies. 


■CH  A  P.  IV. 

Mrs.  Richwould  confents  to  merry  Mr. 
Readyman.  Surprized  in  the  cri- 
tical minute.  A  word  infeafon,  htm 
faktary.  Letter  t?  put  off  Ready- 
mm.  Becomes  a  convert.  Benefits  * 
^reformatim. 

ir^ROM  the  time  that  my  filler  and  I 
1/    had  the  above  difcourfe,  I  avoided 
her  company  as  much  as  might  be*  con- 
fident with  the  fituation  I  was  in  in  her 
family,  nor  ever  fuflfercd  1  the  ieaft  de- 
bate between  us,  upon  the  topick  of  my 
courtfhip;  but  upon  the  minuted  hint 
that  way  tending,  I  made  fome  pretence 
or  other,  either  for  diverting  it  to  fome 
o&er  fubjeft,  or  for  leaving  the  room : 
fe,  but  lightly  approving  her  doftrine, 
I  cbofe  not  to  imbibe  any  more  of  it,  left 
.  the  frequent  repetition  might  profelyte 
r  *hc,  to  my  own  undoing:  to  that  matters 

between 
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between  us  were  quite  at  "a  Hand,  till 
after  Mr.  Rcadyman's  next  vifit  to  me. 

This  was  not  deferred  for  many  days; 
but  happening  at  an  inftant,  when,  upon 
fome  occafion,  my  lifter  chanced  to  be 
in  my  chamber,  we  both  faw  him  drive 
up<*9  the  gate  in  his  phaeton,  with  two 
fervants  on  horfeback  attending  him. 

I  began,  inftantly,  to  pluck  my  apron 
and  handkerchief  into  form  ;  ran  to  the 
glafs  to  fee  how  my  things  fat,  and  was 
preparing  myfelf  for  his  fummons  into 
the  parlour ;  when  my  fifter  obfcrving 
me,  "  my  dear,  faid  fhe,  remember  what 
I  told  you  the  other  day ;  I  have  again 
confidercd  it ;  you  are  upon  a  moft  no- 
"torioufly  wicked  purfuit,  in  many  fhapes, 
which  I. cannot  fuffcr  to  profper  under 
my  connivance.  Do  you  hear  me  ?  for 
I  am  determined  unlefs  you  give  this 
gentleman  his  difmiflion  as  a  lover,  by  ' 
either  declaring  your  marriage,  or  diffikc 
to  his  propo&l ;  that  the  very  next  time 
he  enters  my  doors,  I  will  be  fo  far  your 
friend  as  to  blaft  all  his  future  hopes  in 
you,  by  affignrnga  true  caufe  for  his  de- 
ferring you ;  nor  doubt  I,  however  amife 
you  may  think  of  me,  of  obtaining  his 
mod  grateful  acknowledgments  for  it. 

?  Confider  then,  child,   added  /he, 

whether 
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whether  the  breaking  off  all  Further  iater- 
courie  between  you,  had  be|ter  proceed 
from  yqurfelf  from  fome  juftifi^bl^caufe^ 
or  from  me,  for  fuch  regions,  ^  Ihould 
he  blaze  them  abroad,  mutt  for ;  ever 
deftroy  your  reputation." , 

I  ftayed  not  to  hear  more:;  but :  feeing 
fent  for  down,  I  {prong  forwards  after 
the  meflenger,  in  little  rear  of  my  fitter's 
following  me,  after  what  had  palled  upoa 
our  laft  meeting, 

f  In  fhort,  after  what  had  been  faid  by 
my  filter,  I  was  refolved  to  put  a  (top  to 
her  babbling,  by  preventing  Mr.  Ready- 
man  from  ever  approaching  my  fitter's 
more,  if  poffible :  fo  that  having  now  the 
field  to  ourfelves,  un terrified  by  the  fear 
of  a  fuprifal ;  Mr.  Readyman  pufhed  his 
fuit  with  fuch  addrefs  and  vigour,  that 
after  beating  the  fhammade  for  awhile, 
upon  the  feweft  articles  that  ever  were 
formed  at  a  capitulation,  I  agreed  to  a 
Surrender  of  the  fortrefs  on  the  third 
horning  following. 

I  had,  in  our  difcourfe,  informed  him 
how  averfe  my  fitter  was  from  the  match, 
*nd  therefore  my  own  refolution,  that  if 
ever  I  coiifented  jo  it,  it  fhould  be  tran- 
sited without  her  knowledge ;  wherefore 
if  he^  could  contrive  any  way  for  meetings 
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and  taking  me  away  to  the  church*' 
with  him,  I  wpuld  be  pun&ual  to  it; 
but  that,  conceiving  my  lifter  to  affeft 
too  great  a  fuperiority  over  me,  I,  for 
that  rcafon,  chofc  to  conceal  all  know- 
ledge of  my  affiurs  from  hen 

Mr.  Ready  man  waa  ixr  fuch  an  extafy 
at  gaining  my  promife*  that  he  readily 
accorded  to  all  the  reft,  and  we  ap* 
pointed  both  time  and  place  f6r  the  ce- 
remony;  nor  after  he  had  left  me,  ntan- 
tioned  I  a  fingle  word  of  our  difeourfe  to 
my  fitter.  She  the  next  day  told  me,  fte 
hoped  I  had  afted  the  prudent  part,  and 
given  Mr.  Readyman  his  quietus ;  to 
which  I  fbmewhat  tartly  replitd,  that 
my  concerns  were  wholly  to  myfelf; 
nor  deemed  I  myfelf  to  be  accountable 
to  any  one :  only,  as  fhe  never  more 
had  defired  to  fee  him  at  her  houfe,  I 
believed  he  would  no  more  trouble  it. 

Thus  matters  pafled,  my  filler  and  I 
being  fliy  of  each  other,  till  the  nuptial 
day  drew  on. :  I  had  drefied  myfelf  much 
fooner  than  ordinary,  that  morning,  and 
going  through  a  back  gate  in  the  garden, 
had  crofied  the  fields  to'  a  great  road, 
where  Mr.  Readyman  had  agreed  to  meet 
me,  about  two  miles  from  my  filler's. 

Though  I  had  been  fo  private  in  all 
'    '  ^  '  my 
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my  tttnfa&ioifc,  thaft  I  cotild  have  fvfoffi 
riothJng *i6rte  fcefnotd  thaW  my  OWrf  hefcrt 
cdWicHftf^elJcten  iipfcrtftd  6?  fH&'&iNf 
tfifttfT*  yet* :  rfty  fifte*,  (WJfe&i  tfg*  Wfiit? 

mfahfte*  of  my  lati^^ch'  tcf  her^hitf 
plahfe&lier  fpies  lb  abcufaLtdyi  thit  T 
had  fcarce  quitted  the  garden,  ahd  by 
tlfc  cbfcHfe  I  todk,  fignifyfcd  my  dcfti- 
riMffiy  bifore  the  cbach  ^is;  ofdertii; 
ahd  heWelf  mounted  thereirt,  in  purfuit 
df  me *  whom^  no  fooiief  hid  tbty  reached 
tKi  grtat  ro4tf;  "than  fhii  beheld  before? 

^! t^6«ebmiYjg  up  \rt&ft£,  (He  otefefet* 
hef  coiifch  to  ftbjh  ifC  Gobdihtodw/td 
jdfii  fald  fhe. *  Whither-tb  fo  tarty  this 
meaning;  and  on  foot  tbo?"  The 
*  fight  of  her  fo  confounded  me,  that 
["Wuthihg  like  crimfon,  Iftoo* fpeechltf^ 
fof  awhile*  but  at  length  replifed;  that  J? 
Kitd  only  ftept  out  for  a  little  walk.  ; 
She  ordered  the  door  to  be  opined,  and 
^cfired  me  to  ftep  into  the  coach  to  her  ; 
$ot  I  preferred  the  beauties  of  the  morn- 
$£<iri  Foofr  I  told  her,  far  beyond  being 
ftrrtd  up  in  a  coach,  and  wiffied  her  a 
Miod  jourrtey.  She  miridOd  not  to  part. 
$ith  me  fo  haftily,  for,  afiei'  two  or 
Ifcree  more  dcniah,  flie  infifted  upon  my 
D  2  entering 
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entering  the  coach  to  her":  aor  would 
fhe  be  faid  nay,  till  I  had  fo  done.  I 
then  began  to  complain,  that  ,&€  h^d 
ujed  me  fo  roughly  before,  her  jferv^nts^ 
who  would  each  in  his  turn  defpife  me, 
when  he  ihouLd  fee  how  little  account  flic 
made  of  me ;  for  I  was-  ready  tw  burft 
with  rage  againft  hen  y  <^r    ,  r;^  ' 

«<  Sifter, ,  faid  fhe,  condemn;  ipe>  not 
now,  for  what  you  will  hereafter  be-bouad 
to  pray  forme;   por  conclude  me  for 
your  enemy,  who  am,  and  whom  you, 
will  in  future  acknowledge  to  be  your 
trueft  friend.     I  know  the  courfe  you 
arc  taking";  but  believe  me,  ho^eveirfc 
may  tend  to  the  indulgence  of  your  pp* 
lent  paffions,  its  way  tends  to  hell  and 
deftrudfcion,  both  tp  your  body  and  fouL 
_' "  I  have  obferved  for  thefe  two  dajty 
that  you  had,  fomewhat  unjuftifiable  in 
hand  by  your  downcafi:  eye,  a«d  co 
fufed  behaviour  before  me>  thao  whi< 
uone  are  furer  prognoftics  of  an  unfom*»  j 
heart  at  bottom.     This  firft  put  me  upa* 
my  vigilance,  for  preventing  fhe  borr^J 
-deed  you  would  perpetrate,     &&  tdyoUSl 
circumftances,  child,  faid  flip,  if  my  hqujfe  1 
my  table,  if  appearing  in  every.  dpgree#f 
my felf,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  is  P^j 
fatisfa&ory  to  you^make  your  deniawf 

upo»J 
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upon  my  purfe  too,  within  the  bounds  of 
nodefty,  and  it  fliall  be  complyed  with  % 
Wt  let  not  my  fitter,  my  fecond  felf,  in- 
^ohre  herfelf,  hand  ovcfr  head  *  body  and 
btil,  in  fuch  diabolical  circumftances,  as 
leitkef  ages  of  tears  may  blot  out  from 
hebook  of  divine  wrath,  or  a  whole 
ife  led  in  the  moft  precife  temporal  oeco- 
iomyr  obliterate  from  the  minds  of  your 
ellow  creatures. 

*«'  Judge  but, .dear  fitter,  added  fhe, 
vhat  you  yourfelf  would  think  of  the  like 
i&9  in  another  perfon,  and  then  apply  it 
:o  your  own  cafe,  and  behold  therein 
lie  contempt  and  deteftation  all  the  world 
Tmft  view  you  with,  as  an  infamous  and 
perfidious  woinanr  the  fcandal  and  dif- 
gisce  of  the  fpecies, 

•  My  heart  beginning  to  grow  ihollifyed 
at  what  had  been  urged,  and  my  fitter 
then  preffing  me  to  proteft,  that  I  would 
jnaintain  this  pernicious  correfpondence 
*K>  longer  •,  1  clafped  her  hand,  as  the 
°nly  member  in  my  thin  Situation  that  I 
^ould  apply  to  my  heart,  and  prefling  it 
temy  bofom,  I  burft  into  fuch  a  fit  of 
peeping  as  is  fcarce  to  be  paralleled. 

•  c*  Ohl  my  deareft  fitter,  firid  I,  yo* 
«*ve  convinced  me,  that  of  the- moft  in* 
iterate  enemy,  as  I  till  now  haveefteemed 

D  3  you* 
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you,  ypq  affc  become  myiH^ft  defifcibl* 
friend.  I  will  obey  all  th&t  yp^r  pm- 
dence  fliall  dilate.  I  have  greatly,  errsd* 
b^t  will  ab^09  ail  my  TqUiissj xoL.yOitf 
difcretjipn :  then,  O !  forfake  me  not  ;  but 
rfieeiye  a  repentant  fitter  neareft  to  your 
heart,  and  henceforth  difpofe  pf  ra.e  it 
your  pleasure;  and,  as  to  the  heft  of 
pas«nfsv  ypu  /hall  ever  find  roe  obedieflt 
to  you/*  ,i,       v    J  ! 

,  "  If  that; be  the  cafe,  my  dear^i^id my 
£#er,  -.let  u&fortji&ith  return  home ;  from 
whence,  ypvTrlhaJl  vmte  in  a  geiteel  man- 
ner toMr.Re^ymiinidefirioghimct^ 
penfe  with  yo**r  abfejasfc  to-da^ io^*&* 
having  happened,  :/r#m  whence  3*tf|Jt 
to  Jbe  ««wfedt  recewipg / J&.'fiiGiMffi% 
fits."  •-  .:,:,;,■;  f.;:-i4,  ,:0: 

L  ^aT^hatevt|  cyopufpfefo'  jd^ar  ^Hl^- 
€M'iI»\iAal;^|'I^90r«)t  I  muft  from 
bfcjW^lbrlP^^y^w^Bny  whote i.O* 
Wrai#rfljfe«ag.?      :  I  vr  * 

-rbTte  ^OAfth  ttefi  Xur^frg  abouft  tltij 
j&pttfjthejirhdle  ifcene  to  her;  and  mt*# 
c<onfe&,  that  .my  difappointment.had  &&* 
tooftigjatljome  eflfefts  iipop  me;  whenc^ 
cam&Jfef  toufly  t*  toonfider^ihat;  the  NT 

have  heea  fu'eh  a  thorn  in  my  fide^a^-* 
Jhould  never  more  have  been  freed  fro*1  * 

btfr 
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but  in  all  probability  have  become  a  tooft 
reprobate,  and  abandoned  outcaft. 

Being  now  arrived  at  pay  lifter's*  my 
greateft  difficulty  w#s,  to  invent  expref- 
fions  adequate  to  the  obligation  I  was 
under  to  her,  and  declarative  of  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  I  abounded  with  ;  but  my  fifter 
well  knowing,  that  as  Mrr  Readyjnan 
was  fo  foon  to  have  mgt  me,  nothing 
could  be  more  probable  than  his  pro- 
ceeding tp  her  houfc  upon  miffing  me ; 
diverted  all  ot&er  thp\ig^;s  from  my  head, 
than  of ;  the Jej£r  $at  jt  yaf  £9  .iWi«3 
further  prqggef§i>)f, -5  >&f  JtadBfl^.Jtts* 

fora^r  puippfi?,  mjgtf  <i*e>«h?  ifltetftf 
another  cqqfereftcg  MtWtSp  rm%  ifo  tbftt 
gtiaciqg;  >pe* .  and  1  pspjey  jbefyrp  jpq,  &£ 

being  under  too  much  corfwfionrfor  pfilh 
•ning  dpwn  my  thought*  m  May  Orcfer, 

iMrs.  Marjv  Ri^qHWQ^JUp>to  Pete*: 
REApYMAK^Efq*^  :»,i(k.i 
Sir,  .   x.  ■•  '' ., r/»i*^Tt 

I  Take  the  utmoft  fhamelito  ^myfeifibr 
the  unneceffary 'trouble  I  ha*te  giyfch 
you  this  morning;  but  as  no  orie*cati 
lpok  into  futurity,   ib  neither  can  we 
always  ad  up  to  the  force  of  bur  own 
D  4  rcfo- 
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reflations,  which  obliges  me  to  affure 
you,  that  an  unforefeen  event  has  not 
only  prevented  my  meeting  you  this 
morning  5  but  muft  determine  you  to 
have  no  further  thoughts  of 

Your  humble  Servant, 
Mary  Richwould. 
'     P.  S.  Any  further  attempt  to  fee  mc 
at  my  fitter's  will  be  fruitlefa. 

We  difpatched  away  this  by  a  fervant 
von  horfebaek,  by  the  fame  road  that  I 
liad  taken;  wkh  orders  ta  give  it  tx> 
the  gentleman  whom  he  had  lately  feen 
two  or  three  times  at  our  houfe j  but  that 
no  anfwer  being  required,  he  would  h*ve 
no  occafion  to  wait  for  one.  We  told  . 
him,  that  he  -would  be  fufc  to  fee  ttfe 
gentleman  about  fuch  a  place,  if  he  met 
fcin*  not  fooner. 

At  the  fefv ant's  return  he  Slivered,  mc 
a  letter  5  and  himfelf  informed  us,  that 
**hen  -he 1  dime  near  to  the  place  we  had 
named  to  himr  he  there  faw  the  gentle- 
man's  chariot  and  fix  with  four  fervants 
mounted,  ail  Handing  (till,  and  feem* 
ingly  waited  for  famebody  on  the  roa4  > 
that  he  knew  one  of  the  fervants,  or  he 
fhould,  have  miftaken  the  gentleman  him- 
felf, being  drefled  fo  far  otherwife  than 
...  he 
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he  had  ever  before  fcen  him  :    for  hit 
clothes  w*re  ib  covered  wkh  filver,  as 
fcarce  to  fhew  the^  ground  of  them* 

That  he  rode  up  to  the  chariot,  and 
delivered  the  letter,  which  the  gentleman 
laving  read,  he  appeared  under  abun- 
latrce  of  concern  •,  till  at  length,  ofder- 
ng  his  coachman  to  the  White  Lion  inn, 
vhich  was  fcarce  two  furlongs  behind 
hem;  he  alfo  ordered  him  to  follow  that 
le  might  return  an  anfwer  by  him ;  and 
that,  he  told  us,  was  it. 
ii^fo  fooner  had  the  fervarit  dffpatched 
bis  intelligence,  than  fending  him  forth; 
wei  broke  f  open,  and  read  Mr.  Ready- 
tnan's,  as  follows*  .  . 
y j  *  . , , .  .         < 

Peter  READYMAN,Efq;  to  Mrs*  Mar^ 

:^:".;!i:v        RlCHWOUUX* 

I'Muft  own,  thatthe  ffght  ofyours,  at 
^a  rime  when  I  could  leaft  have  ex- 
lifted  cfc^; qpufr  me  to  fo  great  trouble- 
w  the  meaning,  of  it  •,  that  had  I  not 
:^niforpfcfitiveiyf  forbidden,  I  fliould  have 
ttgbt  fbrareafcfn  (rancour  owrti  lips*, 
;»ce  thwajgh  wirings  may,  Itrufl:,  tihofe 
$0^:not,  have  perverted  your  real  fea- 

<**&tbe  iuddpn ^ait^tatiDa«f|hftttfaV'^Ti 
^  d  5  abl& 


able  opinion,  L-bad  flattered  inyftlf.y oil 
had  imbibed  of  me*  is  owing:  fcjrtbfticai? 
lice  of  foini  yile  detra&or  5  curfed  ;b* 
the  tongue i  that  uttered  it;  if  to  your 
own  fancy  only,  I  am  content  to  acqui? 
efce  i .  finfce  no  promifed  happinefs  of  my 
own,  arriving  to  fruition,  at  the  expense 
of  qkiirigle  moment's  violence  to  if  opt 
peace,  cap  be  fupportable  by  Ar    ' 

*"  Your  ftill  admirer,  and 

Humble  Servant 

P.  RXADYMAK, 

i  My  fitter,  having  defired  that  fhe  might 
have  the  reading  the  above  to  me;  at  its 
conclufion,  .uWdlJ  my  dear,  fiid  ihe* 
What  effedt  has  this  letter  upon  you  ? 
only  replied  I5  from  my  forrow  that  ever 
I- gave  occafion  for  it. 

Indeed,  repliecLfiie,  I  Was  fearful  that 
this  would  prove  the  iflue  of  it ^, and  now, 
I  fuppofe,  you  look'  upon  t  fact)  as  yOut 
.foe,  tor  preventing  your  meeting  this 
morning;  and  perfoading  ypato  wrict 
that  which  occafioried  tlus.f f  .a  ^  ui 
"  You  was  never .  napre  miftqken  ini 
your  life,  faki  I,  imy  diftarhance  aritifcit 
not  from  the ,  fetter  I  i  fctit,  but  f  fromi 
the  previous  ifeps  I  took,  which  caufei 
not  only  this,  but  my  own  too; u:  New  j 
truly !  filler*  added  I,  ray  paffions  were 

;..  .  -  too 
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tpfo  prevalent,  For  le(s  tftan  your  prudent 
advice,  and  uncontefta&le  argument*  to 
have  variquiflied ;  but  this,  orice  effe&ed, 
nothing  kfe,  than  more  convincing  de- 
monftration,  fhall  ever  byafs  me  to  reiin- 
cjuifh  thejp. 

I  had,  it  lis  true,  faid  I,   made  my 

marriage  with  Mr.  Readyman  the  ibfe 

platform,  whereon  Ixould  ever  hope  to 

?red:  a  fubftantial  happinefs ;  and  as  to 

every  it*s  eventual  occurrences,   I  had, 

oiled  them  over  fo,  that  upon  the  leaft 

hold  that  I  laid  upon  them,  deftru&ive 

of  the  4iappinefs  I  promifed  myfelf,  they 

flipt  through  my  lingers,   as  fears,  and 

difficulties,  untenable;    but  fince  your 

home  application  to  my  reputation,  to 

my  conscience,  to  my  religion,  and  Chri- 

ftianity  5  I  have  viewed  my  proceedings 

therein  to  confummation,  but  as  my  firft 

entrance  into  the  jaws  of  hell,  and  every 

,  &cceeding  ftep  I  fhould  have  taken  there- 

i  J&i  as  a  further  confignment  of  myfelf  to 

V  Q&tal  perdition.  Wherefore,  affure  your* 

\  My  fitter,  added  I,  that  as  no  perfon  is 

:  jHf  liable  to  recur  to  paft  errors,  than  ha 

Ijirf  is  once  thoroughly  fenfible  of  theic 

malignity ;  fo  no  one  can  hold  my,  own, 

i&  greater  detcftation,  or  poffibly,  efteerr^ 

toother  more  valuably  a  friend,  and  that, 

*  D6  a 
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a  fincere  one  too,  than  I  do  you,  For  ra 
claiming  me  from  the  overthrow  I  was  (c 
eager  after,  and  have  (b  narrowly  elcaped 
frpm.  "       ';  * 

Abundance  ofexpreflions  of  her  joy  fcrf 
iny  real  converfion,  then  fucceeding^ 
(he  faid  (he  would  credit  me,  though (be 
oWned,  (he  was  doubtful  at  firft.  of  my 
(incerity,  and  had  conceived,  that  I  might 
liave  complied  with  her  the  more  readily, 
to  deceive  her  at  fome  other  time,  when 
(he  fhould  have  withdrawn  her  guard 
From  over  me  ;  but  fince  (he  hoped:  $9 
was  not  now  miftaken  in  me,  (he  l^id, 
there  was  no  reafon,  but  that  (lie,  w! 
"K  I  had  preached  up  ftridt  tuftice  to  d 
'^  ibould.  accord  to  her  own  do&rines. 
.You  know,  my  dear,  added  (he,  wj 
^JFer  I  made  you*  as  we  two  v^ere  isi  p*. 
coach  togethet ;  that,  in  order  to  giveyf 
a  certainty  of  future  fubfiftance,  in  G 
of  my  death,  or  your  leaving  me,  I  WW 
prefent  you  with  fomewhat,  that  (hou*- 
fet  you  above  the  fear  of  poverty,  a$J 
by  prudent  management,  enable  you  $ 
live  wholly  independant  of  all  men,  ( " 
fom  you  know,  added  (he*  Idefii 
you  to  name;  therefore,  pray  infdrm  n^ 
what  you  (hall  judge  to  be  a  defiral^. 
maintenance ,  and  I  will  give  it  you.  ~ 
3  '     '"         * 
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I  muft  confefs,  that  t  not withftandiog 

all  former  afpiringof  my  inclination,  cvch 

to ,  fuch  a  degree  as  to  rhavc  become  ivt 

iatiable  >  yet,  methought !   upon  the  light 

I  had  received  into  my  own  ways*  and 

the  deteftation  wherewith  I.  then  beheld 

them,  my  very  foul  was  fo  Satisfied,  by 

an  indraught  of  humility,  as  to  be.  even 

confounded,  at  the  nomination  of  oyer 

large  expectations :  fo  that  lifter,  faid  I, 

as  you  arepleafed  to  urge  me  to  it,  and  I 

muft  fpeak :  if  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to 

Jjew  me  one  hundred  >  pounds  a  year,  I 

believe  I  can  live?  as  genteely  upon  that* 

5(^  it  will  ever  be  in  my  ppwer  to  have 

ccafionfor.  } 

My  filler  fmiled,  yojir  demands,  faid 

ihpr  are  abundantly  abated  \  but  can  you 

incerely  believe  thijM*  to  be  a  competent? 

<djequ#£  to  yqur  .ywrts  ?    I  do,  faid.  I. 

Jly  transforation,  has  wrought  a  tho- 

Dugh  conviction  in  me,  that  a  difpulfion 

f  all  vain  glory  from  my  mind,  will  be 

He  fole  courfe,  to  eftablifti  me  in  tran* 

lility  \  and  whilft  I  can  but  account  my- 

lf  no  more  deferving  than  my  neigh- 

Hars;  why  fhould  I  covet  more  than 

ey  ?  nay,  to  one  that  has  fo  much  as  I 

fire,    are  there  not  forty  who  have  it 

ft?    therefore,   uniefi   my   merit  was 

fuperior 


^operior  to  <aeher  fceopfcV^y  (hoyjd 
I  not  aitop&y^  afid  >tfiahkfully  conrtht 
«cyfetf  wk!h  that  tor,  Which'  places  inc, 
though  not  at  the  head  ofy  y«£  in  the 
higher  clafs,  of  ftiy  own  fpecies  E 

My  fitter  replied,  that  my  fentimenjS 
were  highly  pfeafing  to  hety  hut  as  he* 
pretence  was  then  required  elfewhere,  flifc 
would  confider  of  my;  propofal,  arid  givt 
me  her  anfWer  in  a  day  or  two  i  ib  that 
we  now  feparating,  each  for  our  feyetti 
chambers,  I  muft  declare,  that  havbg 
from  calm  retfomng,  and  reflexion,  fi»r 
dued  the  rapacity  tfi  ttty  paffions  j  I  nevi^ 
for  many  years  before,  had  enjoyed  li& 
peace,  and  ferenity  of  fpirit,  as  my  vc$ 
foul  was  then  filled  with**  nor,  had  I  n# 
then  experienced  it,  could  I  havp  cir 
ceived  it  poffibte*  chat  my  reformat^. 
from  my  > prior  Errors,  coul3*  Have  h$ 
fuch  a  deferable  effect  upon  jtae, 
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ritual  mment  not  to  Mflfyt.    Ex* 

'ftftenti  i>fu^  Secret 

Jfpts  pf'Etirifentment.   Mrs.  Wroihr 

''^.^^ts t0 ^er^ef(i^  dma%e£at 

the  few*  -.    Brings  fyer  to  tefrpk 

Bntfeqvours    to  find  her   hujbanfa 

Letter  tQ   JViJb&U.  ,  His  anfwtr. 

Comments  thereon. 

rHERE  is  ^  critical  meu^qt  in  t^a 
<$oyrfe  of  ey#y  ifc^sltfp,  though 
^  ttie^njpft.reproB^te,  ^thqugh^efs  of 
h  wherein  thp  £pul  ft  wds  open,  to  foyn4 
oftrine  ;  wherein  it  will  pleafurably  im- 
ijp,  )z9  ^nd  apprpve  it  j   herein,  uppu 

fflftfog  it  as  9  defiraJWe  ■mmifc$l3t  wjUJi 
fflft  jt  ^la^AiFbfffHlb  Jfc  though  ,& 
e  often  ihaken  by  the  turbuleocy  of  tfrft 
tffions*  contending  tp  eradicate  it ;  yetf 
PQft  prpp^r  cMlt«re  apd  impr^mept,  \pk 
Sfl  i#t  *»ly  wthftir\4  4\  ftormp,  ,-$& 
Wtense*  ,feut  grpwfcg  firmer  by  >coq7 
a«^(^s,;l^i;P^feraYef  ^tfuffle?  pf  the 
*rid,  till  it  bribes  them  from  their 
&itatiofcfof  CT^r^,  wd-ttki^g  t;hfi  ,reiqs# 
«o  itt:«w^^id«aiiftJ'cig»s  pw4an»n?nt 
■;  ->'k  ovqv 
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over  the  whole  man,,  an<J  Jtheifeby  inS> 
gates  him,  to  the l  cbnftant*  purfuit,    of 
n'aiaght  but;  his  fobftanti&l  happi«fe : ;  ^ 
v   This,  I  affirm,  to be  the  cafe  of  e^if 
man,  who,  as  I  laid,  improves  that  cri- 
tical moment  •,  Whereas  hie,  who  lets  it 
pafs  unregarded  by.hyn,  will  probably* 
never,  in  the  courfe  of  his  whole  fife, 
meet  again  with  the  like' opportunity ; 
but  for  his  negleft  of  the  ptefehting  ^be- 
nefit, will  be  condemned,  to  a   &fe  of 
error,  confufion,  and  diftra&ion,   which, 
for  iver'Will  denote?  hiita  miserable.  /r"p 

I  have  frequently  applied  this  to  (nip 
felf,  ''who,  by  embracif^myfiftifei^rta^ 
ims>  from  the  convidKttA  they  cottvej* 
to  my  fenfes,  have,  for  many  years*  ffl- 
With7  fcarce  any  thing  but ; fuccefe  in  aff 
myenterprizes ;  whilftj  I  look  Vrith  Wi 
ibr,  and  aftoniflinient,1  u{»>rvth<tfe 1b$ 
whifch  fhe~  diverged  me  from,  arid  %hi<$j 
had  I  obftinately  pbrfued,  as  I  intended 
nothing  could  poffibly  have  proceeded 
but  fhame*    infamy*    diftrefs,  .  prpieo** 
dons,  iand  mifery,'Mas  my  portion**  W 
wfckdme,  iand  probabfyi  :unti^ely^d*ife 
fhould  put  ah  erid-rd  my  fufterings^  ^ . 
could  my  exit  then  1?e  made,  *  but  unidf* 
the  moft  excruciating  perplexities;  i  ^  y 

Whenever,  my  imagination  took  tft 
"i-:j  aboye 
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above  turn,  as  was  daily  the  ctfe,  ait  *tlie 
beginning  of  my  reformation ;  how  hive 
J  prauied  the  fupreme  being  for  his  mer- 
ciful direftion,  into  fo  defirabJe  a  path, 
as  his  inftrument,  my  fitter,  had  placed 
me  in ;  nor  would  I  have  abandoned  it,  to 
have  been  miftref^of  any  terreftrial  prin- 
cipality, to  be  obtained  by  like  practices, 
as  I  had  before  fat  but  with. 

Now  this  way  of  thinking,  giving  me 
a  real  dependance  upon  providence  for 
future  bleffings,  kept  all  at  peace  within 
me.;  notwithftanding,  thofe  wants  ftiU 
furrounded  me,  which  had  heretofore 
prompted  me  to  fuch  unbecoming  prac- 
tices, for  their  redrefs  ;  but  though  thefe 
were  ftill  prefent,  i  felt  them  not,  at 
feaft,  under  the  fame  anxiety  for  avoiding 
them;  nor  appeared  they  to  my  then 
pfefent  fancy,  in  thofe  deftruftive  fhapcs, 
and  agonizing  forms,  that  they- had  done; 
but  my  mind  feeming  to  accord;  in  great 
Weafure,  to  my  circumftarices*  I  became 
as  jocund,  as  ever,  under  my  mod  flou- 
•  rifting  expe&ations. 

My  lifter  perceiving  my  behaviour  to 

M  quite  transformed,  from  a  cloudy  fno- 

st&nefs,  to  a  freedom  of  air,  and  fpright- 

liftefs  fhe  been  unacquainted  with  in  mfc, 

it  .greatly  delighted  her;  but  especially* 

for 


rffcr  tfcafrw  -way of  reafoning  .wpon  things 
VW  ifc&reign  irom  wfrat  it  ^d  beco,  and 
fo  *xj>rp(Sve  of  *n  >*q\&f<#ncs,to  my 
^jrcjum^iKes. 

r»Jy  d^,  J*i4  fte,  I  wQuJd  hope,  that 

dtha  t<wy*nng  of  yoiir  aims  h«h  iubfidel 

.  in  yo\J, ;  and  that  you  are  really,  and  from 

^  the;  heart,  the  eafy  womfrn  you  Teem  to 

be.     I  replied,   that  J  absolutely  was-/, 

♦  nor  wo«W  J  revert  to  my  former  way  of 

•^thinking,  wponnany  ^wfi^^tion:  wha$- 

*$ver.     Then iqhSWirrfaid  fee,  #rou  are  noy 

!g  proper  objeA , for  riches,  in  that  yi 

iWill  know  when  you  have. enough,  au 

I  hope,  will  m<&e  the  right  ufe  of  ^vM 

for  indeed !  *dded  (he,  it  js  m>t;th$^||] 

-.of  a  m^n^  poisons  that  ^an'r^ak^ 

^ppy  ;  bqt  dSr  knowing  wjieo  b$ 

f to  fit  dQwn  contented,  and  ceafc  « 

, after  more: 'for  till  the  appetite  is 

foffie^d,  it  is  90C iajl  the  addition  in 

univerfe,  tk&t<cm  ^fc#e  hifB.haipM 

.  I  have  \?em^  confining  rfor  /oppe  4 

-ad&d  fbs,  upon  your  requeftjt>f  an  ^ij 

$red  pounds  a  year ;   and-^Najj,  Jfifttff 

r^seplied  I,  in  cafe  you  fhould  thiak  fl* 

-too  extravagant  in  my  demand,  w& 

but  for  your  liberality,  xjaa  have  nothiagV 

I  alfo  have    been    confining,   that  * 

could  live  in  a  fnug,  and  pretty  way 

nouj 
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Opugfe,  /or  me  who  have  ifttfie  myr owa 
feirtOiie,,:byiimy  mmkjgt*  itrq^irabfe*  *s 
fo  anjf  QtbcrrAfte, of  Jifcutbtfl  ^ii^dflw* 
Jttod,  yppn  ^  «i^h  Ms  (incOnw  thar*>I 
bad  jmapoftditovyo^^for  rodiy*  osf)Gn 
fefiovs  rcflr^ion^tibetiw'reikcflflki^  of 
Jife  ]$e v  io  iaoYtry  mrrow  :  tinait,  when * 
once  ope confines one's iHtf  to  firople  liv$* 
teg^-^bhiaas  I  canjbever  exceed,  fp 
piilrdatmtiiBed,  never  toorefto  aim  at 

ytuijtor;  piba^ft jat  your.jeflefticms,  faid 
my  fitter,  which  Intake  to  be  ytry  j^ftt 
Ktd  ^grteabk;  but  lifter,  added  fee,  as 
■fthtog  is  vfewre  ccrfcton,  r  itlwn  itbftf  ihe 
W^iliTi^iriofbia  higWife,,Mrb^^n  Cor^ 
l^iteritie^'ia;  |ow  Jsfc  bother  tjirwrn- 

p|tatp  Jt;ariiln!W)pfer&adcd  'y«u:  ^gili;  ndt 

/tme^badoife  of  ic,  rby  latorchiog  into 

fatfafmn,  1  ^Ijww  /purpofed,-  lather  >tb 

Knae%  tflasn jdimiaifhf  -yb\xr. ;fcoge6£ed 
wid,(jand  ^kKlthatryimr,/hav£  t»*t;a 
!lfifa  (  cotes ;  jntxxi!  ihy  *  pocket  j  for  >  yoti, 
pWricfi^upoanhe  ptefenf  :cccafian*  ypur 
?;*ceeptahce  olV1  yrijl  do  xhd  an  hbrfpu^, 
in  that  I  iihailihayc  appropriated  thcoiutB 
;&  (defending  fan  abjerfi^u '*  :^:  "  . '  n ^ - •  [ 
|/  Putting-  then  ihbr:|iand  ia to  her  packet 
'ibriitriablerbiK^ 
io)  '  forth 
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ptpcrsv  kft  finding,  them  as  I  firfcvfufi 
peAcd,  I  ihodld  have  ihiwa  my  difl6ui^ 
fa&ion  to  iher  prefentv  by  my  looks^ 
fcoweve^  a&  it  ^uft  be  dow  Ohe  tfflie  o^ 
others  arrii  myitnpitience  working  ftfdngu 
ly  in  favour  of  the  prefent,  I  bokUy  iffla 
fdded  one  of  them,;  which  ttt  -utjT'tieft 
apprehenfion,  was^  of  itfelf  fotfofie  *lK*l* 
ftnd  pound$:  fothat  rtOW,  tHirtki^  ^ 
^bttes  reft  are-tnit'  tatf^sVthey  W^ 
omie  pretty  near  tomymark.  | 

I  then  feized  upon  a  feoondv  whfcft 
proved  alfo  to  be  for  a  thoufand  poutfd# 
dr  ail; the  ieft^  ill  fttort,  ^we  §^^1'  at 
length,  I  betame  more  confouftdc;* w  ri#  ij 
extravagance  of  the  fonli  th^T  WWW 
firft,  doubtful  of  it^s  fttftd^  5  ^6tf 
till  I  had>  alriioffc  determined  Vith  ttfyfetfr 
that  I  nhttft  be  under  foffte  ddiifion :  for 
that  ten  thotifand  pounds^  fcotild ' rietitf' 
have  been  prefented  me;  under ]  fbdi  $ 
air  of  indifference!,  ad  itoy  fift«  had  ftiewft 
at  delivering  me  that  paper.  ' 

I  was  fo  perplexed  in  my  mind  about 
it,  never  having  been  miftrefs  of  more 
that!  two  bdltk  notes  before*  one'  of  which 
I  had  never  infpfe&ed;  fhar-unabteto 
draw  an^  certain  concltffiott  froift  What  "f 
had  befcn  examining,  I  refdlvedto ep 
down  agaut  .fo  iftjr  fifter,  ad#  ratfifr  ex- 

pofe 
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'  my  own  ighoratie*  t&  he*  (whb'  I 
aflbrediJ  n*Aild^  tike  ^16  advantage  ^of 
folly  to  ffty  detriment)  by  inquiring 
infbrmatiofe  as  to  the'mie  vMueofthe: 
s,  that)  w^^rmg^in  my'owh  jadg-^ 
it,  to  remain  in  a  total  uncertainty.   ' 
HacF  not-long  wait^m1  the-parloUr 
her  returW'td  m'e^  befoYe Qit  <xm&  in-1 
wkKthebptrtftimftehAd  bWn  'upbnr' 
bat  the  fitft'tTitenrffe  thatpafed  b«t 
en  ui,  was,  of  the  dangerous  ailment 
ler  patient*  tfkhj^Whatapftliiiatkmlhe 
made  to*  it,  and  laftly,  what  effefts 
e*pmedlterii%"i  biat  ai  m^  brains 
it  crt*r  ^rdehed'  tf  ith  <rriy:  own'  affair, 
aye  fo  little  heed  to  her  tale;,  as  only 
ftatch  for  its  conclufion,  that  I  might, 
Si^rllpt8dlyH5foach  my  own . 
Nofooner  therefore,  had  fhe  finl.ncd  ~ 
der  my  ha's!  and  good   ..'•.';: 
jceeded';  than  dear  fifttr,  laid  •   mu;-a 
tat1  the  nefcience  of 'the  novice  y  or. 
ve  here  before  you;  but  as  you  v^ 
atfed  to,  make  me  a  prefent  juft    now , 
hich  your  abfen'ce  has  given  w6  an  - 
jrtunity  for  looking  into,  I  *™  '■*    ■ 
km  lbfs  fbf  it's  real  value  :  for  it  s  yahir 
iv  dear,  laid  fhe;  yes,  fiftef>  reph-d  j. 
Krein,  remains  my  difficulty \  for  whuit 
judge  from  my  eye  only,  it  l^nis  to  be 


tf  n  thoufand  pounds,  but  when  I  appiy; 
t«ut,  andjijdge  of  it  by  my  undcrfi?ind?( 
i^Jrfcar  myfcif  to  fee  gppatly  miftak<% 
t^extenftvpn?ft;oCi^  b^ngTo difpropor^: 
tionat?,  to v/what  Iha4  required  for  jay 

-t  lyfy  dear,  laid  fhe,  the  underftanding^ 
not  guided  by  tbp  eye,  i^njtfre  Jiahfc^ 
derotiofi  ig  tbbg^jn^^fia^c^hjwi  tfu? 
uwJEftod  by  the  un^erlfepdwg ;  tjio^ 
wh(?re  both  coalefce,  to  tjhe  objeft,  tfcey 
ftinguifli  with  the  nicer  perfpicuity-  .  ,\ 

Your  eye,  youfay,  ^dded  fjie^d 
tbfiirvyor^  to  b$  ten  t^>Wand  pou^ 
let  then  yojjr  mxde^fta^dijqg,  gp  hand, 
^     hiancj  wjth  that  men^bpri  and  pr    * 
\     them  of  no  lefs  yalue,to 

I     happy  with  it,  ^aadrttg  ^  ^  _  . 

the  fervice  of  your  great* matter;  wj 
pleafed  at  your  late  reformation,  has 
1  ftigated  me  to,  tfe  benefadtion ;  nor 
\  ^  ceafe  here;  play  you  but  your 
\  to\deftrve  it  from   him,   as  I  gu« 
^  hope,  and  little  queftion  but  you  \ril 
\  but  I  thylght,  added   fhe,  to  have  e 
&&d  you ;  under  compaft  with  me,  b 
fore  I  had /given  you  that  fum,  had 

n°r au    m  1uftant  flip'd W  °* wy- 
I  beg  d  feer  to  inform  me  what  coj 

paft  fhe  mftmt :  for  be  it  what  it  would 

to 
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told  her,  nothing  that  (he  could  require, 
would  not  be  conceded  by  me,  to  fuch  a 
generous  benefa&refs. 

She  faid,  what  fhe  would  have  brought 
me  under  covenant  for,  was,  that  when  I 
lhould  find  myfelf  capable  of  fubfifting  at 
large,  as  I  beft  pleafed,  I  would  never 
fubmit  to,  or  encourage,  any  future  ad- 
drefles  from  any  one %  but  that  as  I  was  a 
married  woman,  I  would  always  pais  for 
ihch,  though  not  in  poffdTion  of  any 
hufband. 

I  told  her,  that  there  was  lefs  reafon 
than  ever  for  cautioning  me  againft  that 
foible;  fince  by  her  donation,  (hie  had 
removed  every,  the  moft  potent  occafion 
iqr  fuch  a  proceeding ;  in  that,  being 
now  able  to  maintain  myfelf,  I  had  no 
attraction  to  the  men  for  that  purpofe. 

Being  convinced  of  the  amplitude   of 
J|*y  filler's  favour  to  me,  for  every  the 
lefits  of  life ;  my  inclination  naturally 
urred  to  that  objedt,  from  whom  I  had 
lately  disjoined  myfelf,  ffcr^no  other 
ife,    than  for  the  want  of  tkem:  fb 
I  now  began,  to  wifti  it  would  be 
ble  for  me,  to  difcover  my  good  for- 
to  my  hufband,  that  I  might  at  the 
„  time,  invite  him  to  the  participation 
:-  .vifh  mej  but  after  all  the  confi* 
E  deration 
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deration  that  I  could  mutter  up  to  the 
fervicc,  I  was  ftill  as  far  to  fcek  as  ever, 
For  means  to  recover  liim  by. 

It  was  not  the  length  of  time  that  we 
bad  been  abfept  from  each  other,  for  that 
fcarce  exceeded  two  months  $  but  it  was 
my  ignorance  of  his  family,  his  friends, 
his  haunts,  or  any  other  method,  whereby 
I  might  trace  him  put,  if  he  ftxiuid  ftill 
uemain  in  England  ;  but  if,  as  he  affured 
me  he  would,  he  ihould  be  already  failed 
for  America,  all  poffible  purfuit  after  him 
thither  inuft;  be  fraitlefs ;  until,  if  ever  he 
Ihould  think  to  write  to  me,  I  Ihould  hear 
from  himfdf  of  his  fettlement. 

Thefe  agitations,  were  the  chief 
occupants  of  my  intelleds,  for  many 
months^  when  at  length,  it  coming  into 
my  head,  that  Mr.  Vainlove*  (who  had 
foil  introduced  my  hufband  to  me)  as  an 
intimate  acquaintance  of  my  fpoufe's,  muft 
certainly  be  able  to  inform  me  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  familiars  in  town,  from  whom, 
I  might  poffibly  find  him  :  I  ftraight- 
ways  wrote  a  few  lines  to  him  to  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  following  manner* 


Mrs. 
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Mrs*    Mary   Ric mw-o vli>  to  Mr. 
Charles  Vaii*l6ve^ 
Sir, 

OUR  former  acquaintance  together, 
emboldens  me  to  give  you  this 
trouble.  You  may  remember,  I  married 
a  friend  of  your*s,  before  I  quitted  Ox* 
ford;  but  as  both  you  and  I  were  deceived 
in  him,  &s  to  his  fubftance ;  upon  our 
arrival  at  London,  -we  agreed  upon  part- 
ing, and  did  fo. 

I  have  now  a  particular  occafion,  for 
his  benefit,  to  find  him  ;  but  Withdut  a 
knowledge  of  fome  of  his  companions, 
or  the  places  he  moft  frequents  in  town, 
it  will  be  an  endlefs  tafk  for  me  to  feek 
him. 

As  you  therefore,  Sir,  are  his  particu- 
lar friend,  and  the  moft  likely  perfon  in 
my  knowledge,  to  direft  me  in  my  pur* 
fuit  of  him  ;  I  hope,  that  the  recollection 
of  our  paft  intimacy,  may  prevail  for 
your  anfwer  to  my  above  wants,  which 
will  for  ever  greatly  oblige, 

Your  humble  Servant, 
Mary  Rjchwovld; 
Ea  I 
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I  built  great  expectations  upon  Mr. 
Vainlove's  anfwer  to  the  above,  as  the 
mod  certain  method  I  could  have  hit 
upon,  for  difcovering  my  fpoiife  by •, 
and  at  the  return  of  the  poft,  my  heart 
leaped  for  joy,  at  the  anfwer  which  was 
put  into  my  hand.  I  had  before  inform- 
ed my  filter  of  my  purpofe,  of  re-uniting 
myfelf;  if  poflibje,  to  my  hufband,  that 
I  might  be  once  fettled  in  life,  and  be- 
have as  other  married  women  did  •,  which 
flie  highly  commended  me  for ;  fo  that 
lipon  receipt  of  my  letter,  I  ran  up  ftairs 
with  it,  little  queftioning  but  I  had  gained 
tny  end  by  it. 

I  informed  her,  from  whom  I  fufpeded 
it  to  come,  and  told  her,  if  fhe  pleafed  I 
would  read  it  to  her,  and  gain  her  advice 
how  to  proceed  upon  it. 

Mr.  Charles  Vainlove  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Richwould. 
Madam, 

THAT  I  once  thought  you  pretty, 
I  (hall  admit,  might  have  been  an 
argument  for  my  favouring  any  fuit  of 
your^s ;  but  our  former  acquaintance,  re- 
dounding fo  little  to  my  fatisfadtion 
(through  the  haughtinefs  of  your  ambi- 
tion.) might  have  been  left  out  of  the 

fcale, 
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fcale,  as  a  motive  of  my  condefcenfion  tut 
you, 

I  have  only  to  fay,  Madam,  that  your 
rejection  of  the  foit  of  him,  who  might, 
in  fhort  time,  have  maintained  you  Tike 
a  gentlewoman,  put  me  upon  introducing 
to  you,  as  the  man  of  figure;  and  fortune 
you  feemed  to  pine  for,  a  flafhy  young 
fellow,  whofe  father  had  been  my  taylor, 
and  who  himfelf,  I  perceived,  to  have  run 
tile  little  gleanings  of  his  parents  occupa- 
tion, to  the  very  lees ;  in  order  to  demon- 
strate to  you,  and  fuch  van-glorious 
triflers  as  you  was,  the  difference,  in  the 
long  run  between  men  of  eftate  and  fa- 
mily* and  fuch  upftarts,  as  being  neither, 
can  yet,  with  the  fhort  lighted,  appear  to 
be  toth,  or  either. 

What  is  become  of  the  fellow  I  know 
n8t,  I  difclaiming  all  acquaintance  with 
him,  fave  that,  for  my  own  gratification, 
which  I  hope  you  have  taken  in  fuch  good 

part,  as  never  to  forget 

>■*  .  ■      . 

B*az«i-Nofc,  Own,    Yom  qtaondam  Admfrely 

5th  Sept.  1757,  ^  T 

Charles  Vainlove^ 

i  grew  fb  confounded,   before  I  had 

read  half  way  through   the  above,  and 

E  3  trembled 
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<wmbhii  fo  at  Mr. Vainlove'a  jgnojniniou* 
treatment  of  me,  that  I  could  proceed  no 
feather,  till  I  had  recollcded,  and  given 
myfelf  verjt  a  little,  by  exclaiming  agginft 
the  author,  as  a  treacherous  villain,  tor 
offer  at  foqh  an  impofition  upon  me* 
but  nay  fitter,  giving  me  a  cheek  for  my 
impatience,  sfked  me,  what  encourage* 
ment  J  bftdj  given  Mr,  Vainlove  ?  and 
why  I  uw r^jd  him  off  ? 

I  replied,;  that  taking  him  at  fijtft,  for 
afl^n  of  fortes  I  gave  him,  rIJ;  reafo&a^ 
bte  U-ber.tie^  jtill'  finding  that  he  had  a  fiti* 
ther  1iyiia^A  J  .could  have  no  further 
thougjtf  o^hkiV*  fcw  th«$  he  could  i*** 
^t  th*  pf  efetftfr  tmiei  roakttam'mc,  ii>  tha 
maw^TcJtefe  a©  live.  > 

Weill  Well  f  faid  fhe,  if  you  fitfcfce-i 
gan  the  game,  by  ceding  him  off,  after 
hopes  given;  ypu  muft  expeft  him  to 
retort  upon  you,  by  way  of  retaliation. 
Xw%  aidded  fee,  without  a  fortune,)  would 
have  drawn  him  in,  with  one ;    till  you* 
found  it  your  intereft  to  leave  him.  This 
Qtight  not  to  have  been  done ;  for  that, 
before  any  encouragement  given  on  the 
lady's,  fide,  if  fhe  likes  the  man,  and  in- 
fills upon  terms,  without  which  fhe  will 
not  engage  5  thofe  terms  ought  to  be  ex- 
plained, and  agreed  to,  before  the  leaft 

liberties, 


[79  J 

liberties,  as  you  call  them,  are  granted; 
it  being  an  injurious  thing  to  a  lady's  cha- 
racter, to  fly  off,  after  fuch  liberties  per- 
mitted; nor  indeed!  arethefe,  allowable 
by  a  modeft  woman  at  all,  till  prelimina- 
ries fettled,  and  the  parties  fo  united  in 
affe&ioh,  as  nothing  but  the  ceremony - 
can  be  wanting,  to  oblige  them  more 
ftridtiy  to  each  other. 

Concluding  my  fitter's  argument  to  te 
right,  and  that  what  Vainlove  had  done, 
was  biit  a  natural  return  for.  my  unjuft 
flight  to  him ;  I  went;  through  with  hik 
letter  •,  when  I  wilhed  from  my  foul,  that 
{  had  been  more  confiderate,  than  to  have 
given  him  this  fecond  opportunity  of 
triumphing  over  me ;  but  as  I  was  much 
more  miftrefs  of  my  paflions  now,  thai* 
heretofore,  I  pafled  all  by,  as  a  matteir 
of  my  own  feeking,  in  hopes  of  being 
more  cautious  for  the  future,  how  I  fliould 
expofe  rnyfelf  to  any  one  whom  I  had 
before  injured,  for  fear  of  the  like  re)-; 


turn, 
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CHAP.  VL . 

G Economy  of  Mrs.  Wrothlefs's  j amity. 
Cbara&er  of  Mr.  Godlyman.      De- 
fiant on  the  necefjity  of  marriage. 
A  court/hip  by  deputy.     Nothing 
like  pleading  one's  own  caufe. 

SURELY!  if  fuch  a  thing  is  pof- 
fible,  as  what  I  have  often  heard 
called  an  heaven  upon  earth ;  from  the 
purity  of  it's  oecqnomy,  and  the  unmixed 
delegations  that  attend  upon  it;  this, 
fubfifted  in  my  fitter  Wrothlefs's  family : 
nor  was  I  now  incapable  of  receiving  my 
lull  fbare  of  joy,  and  fatisfadtion  at  it  ; 
though  I  had  heretofore  condemned  it,  as 
-  a  piece  of  mummery  only,  and  introduced, 
without  other  real  utility,  than  to  cozed 
the  undifcerning  world,  into  an  opinion 
of  their  fan&ity,  for  procuring  them  a 
plaufible  reputation. 

\  But  with  the  mutation  of  my  paflions, 
I  beheld  thefe  things  far  otherwife;  nor 
was  any  one  in  the  family  ever  more  con- 
ftant  at,  or  more  delighted  with  the  daily 
prayers  in  my  fitter's  chapel,  both  morn- 
ing and  evening,  which  upon  no  account 
were  omitted,  than  myfelf :  for  evpr  fince 

my 
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my  brother's  death  almoft,  (he  had  taken* 
into  her  houfe  a  clergyman,  one,  whom 
flie  had  fele&ed  from  her  own  experience, 
as  to  both  his  morals  and  capacity. 

As  a  poet,  they  fey,  muft  be  born  fo ; 
or  otherwife,  by  art  and  induftry,  can- 
only  be  faintly  imitated ;  fo  alfo  muft  9 
perfeft  clergyman  r  for  as  every  man  may 
form  a  verfe,  as  to  the  found,  and  mea- 
fare,  though  far  enough  removed  from 
the  title  of  a  poet  5  fo  any  man  may  read, 
and  pray  too ;  whereas,  the  true  fpirit  of 
both  falls  but  to  the  (hare  of  very  few^ 
Which  renders  them  ineftimably  valuable  j 

Sthe  devotional  energy  of  both,  is  pre- 
rable  ta  the  cur fory  performance  of  the 
talk. 

As  to  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Godlyman 
(that  being  his  name)  his  difcourfes  were 
not  only  from  the  life  of  religion,  but  fo* 
palpable  and  convincing,  that  a  man 
muft  come  purpofely  refolved  agaihft  at- 
tention, or  he  muft  be  held  forcibly  by 
the  ear,  till- they  had  compelled  his  affent 
to  them ;  one  main  ingredient  moft  ope- 
rative therein,  being  his  firm  perfuafion, 
that  the  deliverer  believed  them  himfelf, 
from  both  the  ftrefs  he  urged  them  withy 
the  neccffity  he  demonftratedforan  adhe- 
E  5  rence 
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Dence  to  them,  and  the  confidence  be  ge- 
nerally uttered  them  with.  ~ 

The  general  propenfity  of  all  the  infe- 
riors of  the  houfe  (from  *  cooftattf  atten- 
dance upon  this  good  man,  under  fo  pious 
a  woman  as   my  fitter  at  the  bead  of 
t&em)  to  a  ftrift  adherence  to  theiF  fever4 
duties,  in  their  feparate  ftations,  and  the 
alacrity  Ihewn  by  each  individual,  both 
\o  their  lady's  perfon  and  fervice,  would 
Dave  induced  a  flranger,  to  have  judged 
them  all,  but  as  feveral  members  of  the 
lame  body,  actuated  by  one  foul  only  •> 
which  exhibited  fo  delightful  a  fcene  to 
ine,  now  I  bad  entered  into  a  regular  fy- 
ftem  of  thinking,  and  judging  ;  that.  I 
refolved  to  live  and  dye  with  my  fitter,: 
as  the  moft  eligible  fituation  the  whole 
globe  could  afford  me ;  nor  feemed  there 
the  leaft  probability,  during  her  life,  of 
any  material  variation  of  my  profpeft :  fo 
that  had  I  been   miftrefs    of  the    uni- 
verfe,  I  never  could  have  enjoyed  myfelf 
more  happily,  than  I  then  did  with  my 
fitter. 

I  had  now  been  fix  years  fettled  with 
her,  when  fhe  one  day  calling  roe  into 
her  chamber,  after  dtfiring  me  to  Hunt  the 
dqor  after  me>  and  to  fit  down  *  my  dear* 

faid 


faidffce,  you  have  often  fought  my  advltie 

in  arduous  cafes;  and  as  frequently  com* 

plimented  me  with  ybiir  tiianks^  for  the 

reftitude  of  my  council,  as  you  have 

pleafed  to  call  it;  fo  that  having  now 

upon  my  mind  ah  affair,  that  1  am  mor^ 

dfefirous  of  afting  prudently  in,  rtianin 

any  of  the  common  occurrences  of  life; 

as  the  confequences  of  this  may  be  more 

grateful  or  oppreffive  than  thofe,  in  molt 

other  regards  can  be  to  me ;  I  am  willing 

to  have  your  opinion  of  it,  in  fo  deliberate 

and  ferious  a  manner,  as  die  nature  of  the 

cafe  requires. 

She  paufing  here  for  a  few  minutes,' 

if  every  faculty  fell  to  work  inftantly,, 

oon  inventing  a  caufe*  worthy  of  being 

Heredin,  with  the  folemnity  of  fuch 

ferious  preface ;  but   not  being  able 

dive  into  it,  I  replied  that  (he  was 

ifibfe,'.  (he  might  command  my  whole 

Wers  to  her  fervice.     That  her  delibq- 

ibns  had,  undoubtedly,  proved  of  the* 

Jtitaeft  confequence  to  me  and  my  af- 

•s ;  infomuch  that  I  fhould  rather  fly 

her  judgment  in  my  difficulties,  than 

that  of  any  other  perfon  ;  but  I  made; 

rch  qufcftion,  whether  her  recourfe  to 

iy  in  like  cafe,  might  be  attended  with 

jal  fuccefs  to  her ;  fince  1  muft  confefs 

E  6  m         myfelf 
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myfelf  fo  Far  her  inferior,  where  anj^ 
degree  of  penetration  would  be  needful—. 
Uowiever,  I  told  her,  that  be  her  cafe 
what  it  would,  fhe  (hould  be  fure  of  my^ 
left  endeavours  to  ferve  her. 

Not  a  tythe  of  the  circumlocution  is 
ever  pradlifed  by  the  female  world,  in 
any  one  other  occurrence  in  life,  as  the/ 
make  neceflary,  for  exprefling  themfelves, 
to  be  in  love ;  nor  defle&ed  my  fitter  a 
fingle  degree  from  the  eftablifhed  rule : 
for  prefently  finding  her  tongue  again, 

"  My  dear,  faid  fhe  to  me,  you  are 
but  too  well  apprifed  of  the  little  en- 
joyment I  have  had  in  the  marriage 
ftate  with  my  late  hufband,  Mr.  Wroth.- 
lefs  5  I  mean  as  to  my  own  part,  as  a 
woman  -,  not  but  that,  having  made  it  my 
choice  to  behave,  in  every  refpedlto  him, 
to  the  height  of  conjugal  duty,  and  rer 
gard  for  his  perfon,  to  whom  I  flood  and 
yet  ffand  infinitely  indebted  ;  I  received 
all  the  fatisfa&ion  I  could  require  from  a 
pun&ual  drfcharge  of  my  duty  to  him  and 
his  rptereft,  health,  and  well-being  ;  and 
alfo  from  his  love  and  affe&iotv  for  me : 
but  then  I  fay,  child,  added  (he,  that 
failing  in'the  hopes  of  children,  which  * 
nature,  in  our  formation,  has  furnifhed 
us  with  defires  for,  and  tendernefs  folely 

applicable 
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applicable  to ;  befides  the  pleafure  that 
every  one  muft  receive,  from  the  profpeft 
of  heirs  from  their  own  bodies,  to  fucceed 
them  in  their  pofieffions ;  you  may  ima- 
gine  me  to  have  fuffered  no  light  difap- 
poinfment  in." 

"  Now  as  to  the  marriage  ftate,  added 
fhe,  when  rightly  condufted,  between 
hearts  affedting  each  other,  and  careful 
of  their  mutual  intereflr,  in  health  or 
ficknefs,  wealth  or  poverty ;  fince  it  was 
ordained  for  the  mutual  folace  of  the 
fexes,  originally ;  and  hath  ever  fince 
been  delivered  down  to  us,  through  all 
generations,  as  an  holy  and  facred  or* 
dinance;  we  muft  take  it  for  granted, 
that  it  is  highly  favoured  by  heaven,  and 
blefied  according  to  its  primary  infti- 


tution." 


"  You  know,  filter,  added  fhe,  that  the 
method  moft  in  vogue  with  mankind  at 
this  day,  is  not  fo  much  to  coofider  the 
qualities  of  either  fex  by  the  other,  upon 
their  engaging  in  contra&s  of  this  nature  \ 
though  moft  certainly  the  firft  application 
ought  to  be  to  the  virtue,  piety,  juftice, 
temperance  and  difpofition  of  the  parties 
on  both  fides.*,  but  thefe,  Hay,  are  now- 
adays all  poftponed  to  pecuniary  con - 
^derations:  for  what  man  is  there  of  our 

whole 
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whole  race,  but  upon  apropofal  made  to 
Bim  by  his  parent  or  friend*  erf"  a  lady 
judged  proper  for  his  wife*  that  puts  not 
the  previous  queftion  of,  what  fortune 
hasflae?  or  what  Woman,  who,  in  like 
cafe,  demands  not  a  particular  of  his* 
rent  rail*  fron$  whence  fhe  may  expeft 
her  jointure?  and  thefe  articles  proving 
fetisfaftbry,  little  farther  concern  is  had 
to  his  or  her  mental  endowments  5  burr 
if  they  can  bring  it  to  bear,  it's  a  match.*' 

**■  What  makes  me  the  more  proli* 
upon  this  head  is,  added  fhe,  the  many 
unhappy  marriages  thatarife  from  theft 
mercenary  confederations,  which  in  my  opi* 
nion  ought  to  be  avoided ;  but  we  womeify 
though  nature  has  formed  us  no  left 
amorous  than  the  men,  or  lefs  fufcep* 
tible  of  form,  from*  an  inclination  to 
the  perfon  beloved,  labour  under  a  dif- 
advantage,  never  to  be  furmounted  by 
us ;  I  mean,  an  incapacity  for  publifhing 
our  fentiments  with  effedt :  for  fhould  a 
lady  but  offer  at  the  firft  declaration  of 
her  inclination,  to  the  man  in  her  favour? 
however  he  may  before  have  reganled' 
her,  fhe  would  certainly  be  thereby  ex- 
punged from  his  affeftion,  as  a  licentious 
and  immodeft  woman." 

"  This  I  fay,  added  fhe,  is  fuch  an 

hardfhip 
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hardship  upon  usv  a?  requires  us  to  make 
ufe  of  ftratagem,  ia  fpke  of  pur  nature 
and  pf  cprnmon  honpfty  afld  jiuftke,  :•,  fo* 
that  the  modes  of  the  world  4§aw>4 
compliance^  where  tfw  matter  confented 
to*  is  not  positively  criminal  *,  and  there- 
fore in  fuch  cafes  we  are  obliged,  if  we 
wouJjd  fellow  tfia  n&wl  of  thes  party,  to 
whom  we  may  i  not  .apply  personally,  to 
fobftitutea  third  perfpn  in  our  ftead,  to 
briqg  about,  by  fide  advances,  .whattvtc' 
mutt  not  attempt  by  ourfetyes. 

"  Yjou  will  wonder,  my  dear,  added 
flie,  perhaps,  what  ufe  all  my  difcourie? 
can  tend  to ;  bi^t  I  am  now  come  to  the 
advice  I  muft  require  of  you,  and  that  i$» 
fuppofing  me  to  have  fingled  out  a  man 
by  my  affe£tion,in  whom  I  can  fpy  n<> 
blemifti  -9  whether,  as  I  am  but  juft  thirty 
three  years  of  age,  Ifhould  ingage  my- 
telf:  again  wkh  hii»>  in  the  matrimonial 
tyeornot?" 

c<  Alas,  fifter^faid  I,  it  will  be  impof- 
ble  for  me  to  give  advice  in  this  cafe; 
^hich  is  fo  dependant  upon  ypur  own 
*Ul>  that  thoegfr  I  might  efteem  the  per- 
son an  aqgeli  ,ypu  might  difcpwr  only 
the  fiend  in  him;  or  fnould  I  look  upon 
him  as  this,  you  may  value  him  as  arv 
angel." 

"I 
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€*  I  mean  not  by  my  queftion,  replied 
my  lifter,  any  more  than  a  demand  of 
your  opinion,  as  to  the  aft  itfelf,  exdu~ 
five  of  a  particular  perfon." 

"  I  replied,  that  fome  were  under  a 
neccflity  of  marriagp,  for  the  better  tran- 
fading  their  affairs  by  a  manly  influence; 
others,  for  a  faithful  companion ;  others, 
for  various  reafons,  none  of  which  1 
judge  to  be  without  their  force,  where 
the*  was  but  a  clear  profpeft,  according 
to  human  reafoning,  of  a  profperous  Iflue 
from  it  -,  but  added  my  requeft,  that  as 
fiie  had  made  me  her  confident  fo  far* 
fhte  would  alfo  point  out  to  me  the  objeft 
.  of  her  affe&ion." 

She  faid,  (he  intended  fo  to  do,  having 
purpofed  what  had  already  pafled,  but  as 
an  introduftion  to  it,  and  afked  me  my 
opinion  of  Mr.  Godlyman. 

I  replied,  that,  as  to  the  worth  of  the 
man  in  his  calling,  it  was  inestimable ; 
but  that  I  prefumed  (he  would  not  fo  de- 
mean herfdf,  with  the  eftate  flie  poffeffed; 
as  to  marry  one  of  her  own  domefticks, 
whofe  ible  provifion  in  the  world  arofe 
from  her  annual  ftipend  to  him. 

44  Child,  faid  my  filler,  I  perceive  that 
whatever  regard  you  may  have  for  your 
Maker,  you  cannot  totally  withdraw  your 

eye 
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eye  from  mammon  yet ;  now  I  look 
no  farther  at  that  gentleman  than  his 
qualities,  his  mental  excellencies;  his 
truth,  humility,  and  integrity;  from 
whence  I  have  the  cleared  profpeft  of  aa 
upright  helpmate  in  him,  as  void  of  all 
guile  as  can  be  expe&ed  from  man,  and 
this  is  the  reafon  of  my  efteem  for  him  : 
but  my  dear,  added  fhe,  having  fixed 
my  aim,  the  above  difficulty  of  difcover- 
ing  it  to  him  occurrs  to  me,  which  can 
no  ways  be  overcome  but  by  the  agency 
of  a  third  perfon,  to  intervene  between 
us. 

"  I  think  you  can  meet  with  no  diffi- 
culty, added  fhe,  in  the  nomination  of 
the  perfon  I  would  apply  to  for  that  pur- 
k ;  nor  fhall  I  make  the  leaft  fcruple 
glaring  to  you  that  you  are  that 
on.     I  have  often,  with  fecret  plea-  % 

born  evidence  of  your  colloquies 
u  religious  fubje&s,  in  all  of  which 
ould  hope  you  have  received  fatis- 
on  from  him:  but  I  have  alfo  re- 
ted  you  to  have  been  often  bufy  in 
wrfe  together  in  the  garden  -,  -when  I 
ume  your  topicks  may  have  been  on 
"me  points. 
Mow,  from  your  intimacy  with  him, 
*ld  defire  you,  at  fome  convenient 

oppor- 
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opportunity,  added  fhe,  to  fcem  to  won- 
der that  I  fhould  have  fo  long  remained 
a  widow,  and  how  I  could  poffibly  with- 
ftand  fb  many  excellent  offers  as  have 
been  made  to  me ;  you  will,  from  his  an^ 
fwers  be  able  to  form  your  reply;  but,  ^ 
fhould  he  feem  to  conclude  that  I  am  re- 
folved  againft  any  future  nuptials  •,  affur* 
him  it  is  your  belief  to  the  contrary  :  for 
that  was  a  fober,  religious  perfon,  one, 
in  whom  the  vanities  of  the  world  could 
find  no  place  *  a  man  of  honour  and  pro* 
bity,  with  the  education  of  a  gentleman^ 
though  without  a  penny  in  his  pockeft 
to  addrefs  me,  you  have  not  the  leaffi 
fcruple*  but  I  fhould  fubmit  to  fuch  aa 
one  without  difficulty^  You  will  by  thii* 
hear  what  he  fays,  and  may  aft  accords 
ingly^  faid  fhe  y  after  which,  pray  apprifrj 
me  of  the  particular  refult  of  your  coar 
fcrence.  *h 

She  theft  further  aflced  me,  What -li 
thought  of  her  marrying  tro  Mr.  GodM 
lymaa?  tor  which  I  replied,  if  fhe  c< 
disregard  the  ceirfures  that  the  worl 
might  throw  ojjtat  her,  for  wider-rating; 
herfelf  by  fuch  a  match,  and  bad  come 
a  refolution  to  marry,  I«  could  not  fej 
where  it  would  be  poffible  for  her  to  pitel 
upon  a  man  of  founder  principles, 

event 
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evener  temper,  or  more  promifing for 
a  good  hufoand  than  himfelf ;  and  as 
(he  had  intrufted  the  breaking  the  af- 
fair to  me,  I  would  endeavour  to  execute 
my  commifiion  with  the  gtfeateft  punc- 
tuality, imagi&able  for  her  fervke. 

Many  days  had  not  palled*  before  the 

parfon  and  I  found  ourfclves  alone  in  the 

parlour;  my  fitter  having,  as  I  afterwards 

difcovered,  left  us  to  ourfelves,  for  the 

greyer  laiticude  in  ourxohverfariofi;  whett 

Itegan*  as  ihehadifet  me  •,  and  Upon  the 

:  parfQn'fe  Pledging,  that  he  was  perfuaded 

mffjfter  would  not  furrender  herfelf  t<* 

the  beft  man  breathing  •,  "  hold  there,  fir,: 

faid  I,  methinks  you  have  nominated  the! 

very  rmti  io  whom/  ihe  would  furrender 

[  feerfelf."  "  Fardbn  mey  atedam,  faid  he;: 

\?l  pretend  not  to  pry   into;  the  lady*sf 

1  Al"ughts;  I  named  nobody.**  4*  Yes  fir,; 

-,..J  1,  but  you  did."  "  Excufe  me,  good 

lady,  added  he*  if  I  unknowingly  did* 

but  it  was  as  far  from  my  cfefig v  as  ati 

prefent  from,  my  raroUedibm- 

"  Sir,  faid  I,  did  you  notufgev  thaG 
fee  would  not  furrender  herfelf  to  the  beft 
man  breathing  ?"  I  did  (o9  indeed,  re- 
plied he  ;  then  where  erred  I,  in  infifting 
upon  it  as  my  opinion  (he  would,  and  to 
that  very  perfon  only,  demanded  L" 

Mr. 
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but  that  whatever,  not  of  that  kind,  fhou 
efqape  her,  which  Another  woman  trig 
be  expe&ed*  ekher  to  difgirife,  or  paliiai 
for  fear  of  incurring  the  world's  cenfc 
only  j  that,  (he  faid,  it*  would  pride  I 
to  bcaft  of;  and  affured  me,  that  fa 
few  days  ihould  pafs,  befote  flie  wou 
convince  nle,  that  moral  truth  and  h 
nefty,  both  irt  fpeech  and  a&,  were  p* 
ferable  to  all  the  farcical  chicanery,  ar 
hypocrify  of  the  whole  fex. 


CHAP.    VII. 

RejleBion  on  cuflom.  Tht  lady  court 
her  chaplain.  Behind  the  cufflk 
Appear*  perfonally.  Parforis  ex 
tafy.  His  poithetick  prayer*  IM 
Jhews  caufe.  A*  condition.  J&f 
ceffive  generojity  on  both  Jides.  Shit 
marriage  fettlement. 

IT  is  one  of  the .  choiceft  bteffiflgpl 
life,  to  have  overcome  the  wwi 
that  is,  to  have  fubdued  one's  luft  aft 
the  follies  of  it,  and  all  fear,  from  a  trap 
greffion  of  it's  cuftoms,  fafhions,  andil 
founded  politicks.  How  amiably  in  4 
:  q 
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eye,  as  a  byc*£tander,  difinterefted  in  the 
affair  under  tranfa&ion ;  did  my  fifter  ap- 
pear, when  as  a  reafonable  creatine,  af- 
fefting  another  of  her  own  fpecies,  Die 
fairly  told  Mr.  Godiyman  fo  $  and  meet- 
ing him  half  way,  prefented  to  him  her 
-    hand  in  marriage  *  to  what  others  of  my 
,     fex  would,  whofe   inclinations,   though 
f    they  fended  no  lefs  than  her's,  or  proba- 
*■'•   Wty»  more  prevalently  to  the  fame  dace  ; 
yet  under  a  thoufand  f»lfe  pretences,  and 
fraudulent  fhews  of  modefty ;  formal  de- 
clarations in  hypocrify,  and  absolutely  in 
contradiction  to  their  own    confeience, 
would  drive  ftill  to  the  fame  end  at  laft, 
to  which  they  muft  rather,  for  form  fake, 
,     feem  to  be  dragged,  than  ftep  on  volun- 
L\    tarily! 

L  This  was  not  my  fitter's  cafe;  for  a- 
jr  bout  a  week  after  my  Conference  with  the 
parfon ;  foon  after  dinner  one  day,  ihe 
having  ordered  the  wine  to  be  left  upon 
the  table,  and  the  fervants  out  of  the 
room :  Mr.  Godiyman,  fatd  (he,  how  old 
are  ydu  ?  he  replied,  in  his  fortieth  year. 
I  myfelf,  faid  fhe,  am  thirty-three ;  and 
begin  to  think,  that  if  ever  you  t&ke  a 
wife,  and  myfelf  another  hufband,  it  will 
be  high  time  for  us  to  look  fharp  out, 

left 
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left  in  a  few  years  more,  we  fhould  grow 
dcfpicable. 

That  you  ftill  live  fingle,  Madam, 
laid  he,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  pronounce  to 
be  your  own  fault ;  as  the  many  noble  of- 
fers, and  invitations  to  that  ftate,  you 
have  in  my  memory  withftood,  will  evi- 
dence ;  but  as  for  my  own  part,  fortune 
has  limited  me  to  celibacy  only,  unleis 
I  could  be  fo  ungenerous,  as  to  fee  the 
good  woman,  whofe  affe&ion  would  en- 
gage her  in  wedlock  with  me,  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  ftarving. 

You  well  know,  Madam,  added  he, 
that  my  fole  preferment  is  in  your  fervice ; 
where,  whilft  I  remairf  fingle,  your  good- 
,  nefs  fupports  me,  moft  eligibly,  in  your 
family  •,  but  was  the  cafe  to  be  altered 
with  me,  I  muft  either  leave  my  wife, 
with  whom  I  fhould  choofe  to  cohabit,  or 
the  afylum  I  enjoy  under  you ;  either  of 
which,  would  equally  diftrefs  me  :  fo  that 
fince  providence  has  pleafed,  that  my  lot 
fhould  be  caft  in  fo  fair  a  ground,  my  elec- 
tion fhall  rather  be  for  a  continuance  in  it, 
than  to  fubje<5t  my  felf  to  diftrefsful  contin- 
gencies elfewhere. 

I  prefume  then,  that  your  continuance 
frith  me,  arife?  not  from  any  averfion  you 

may 
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may  have  from  that  date;  but  merely 
for  your  temporal  emolument,  (aid  my 
Men  In  very  truth,  it  does  fo,  replied 
he:  for  as  to  the  marriage  ftate  irielf 
(all  benefits  appendant  concurring)  it  9 
not.  only  honourable,  but  in  a  raeajfure,  a 
duty  incumbent  upon  us;  nor  can  a  man* 
in  my  opinion,  dc  (aid  to  be  cpmpleat 
without  it,  there  is  ever  fomewhat  want- 
ing to  him,  nor  can  he  care  lefs  for  the 
world,  than  that,  in  the  general,  for  himj 
whereas  the  married  man,  though  he  may 
have  his  cares,  they  are  divided,  and  con- 
fequently,  diminilhed  between  him  and 
his  faithful  partner. 

Let  what  will  happen  to  him  abroad, 
he  is  fure  of  a  welcome  at  home ;  ami 
even  in  abfence,  leaves  an  heart  behind 
tiim,  ever  anxious  for  his  fafety,  and  re- 
turn. His  children  are  his  riches,  nor 
an  a  profperous  event  befal  him,  but  hie 
Dpjoices  not  with  a  fingle  gladnefs 5  his 
fortune  communicating  itfelf  thrQf 
ch  individual  of  his  houfliold,  with 
(lorn,  he  participates  equally,  as  they, 
|th  him. 

'   the  warmth  you  exprefs  yourfelf 

upon   that  ftate,  Mr.  Godlyman, 

my  lifter,  one  fhould  fufpeft  your 

F  appro- 
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*  approbation  of  it,  and  that  it  is  nothing 
but  the  want  of  a  fat  Kvmg,  that  terrains 
you  from  it.  • 

My  ambition  fears  not  to  the  "pinna- 
tie  pt  preferment,  good  KfatFaml  re- 
plied' he,  for  had  I  but  rite  hundred  a 
year  that  your  bounty  affbrcfe  me,  an- 
nexed to  a  certain  benefice,  tfiat  at  afl 
events  muft  continue  with  mf  life  •,  and 
ited  I  but  a  few  furpllce  fees,  confc- 
<iucntly,  now  and  then,  falling  in  to 
ItelJ)  out  at  a  dead  lift;  my  ftrft  ftep 
fhould  be  in  fearch  of  feme  virtuous 
:brfde,  with  a  trifle  of  cafh  to  fet  us  out 
with,,  to  whom,  I  would  wholly  devote 
my  future  affections,  'till  providence 
ihoidd  pleafe  to  call  me  hence ;  and 
With  vriiom,  I  would  hope  tp  fi- 
nlfh  my  courfe,  in  tranquility  and  hap- 
pihefe.      : 

Your  demands  are  the  moft  humble, 
and  modeft,  faid  my  filler,  that  any 
one  of  your  cloth  could  well  have  made; 
and  pity  it  were,  they  fhould  not  be 
<  gratified;  Now  I  have  a  benefice  in 
my  gift,  which,  though  it  fhould  prove 
inore  ample  in  it*s  revenue  than  you 
■mention,  I  prefame,  that,  will  prove 
no  objection  to  you.    This,  I  have  for 

fome 
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fome  time  deftined  to  ?6ir,  fubjeft  but 
to  a  fingle  provifoe,  which  I  would 
have  you  well  to  confider  of,  before 
you  engage  upon  the  living ;  wh&h  &, 
that  as  you  fay  you  are  rdftrfved  upon 
matrimony,  the  ele&ion  of  your  lady§ 
may  be  entirely  fubmitted  to  me. 

Madam,  replied  Mr.  Godlyman,  I 
have  every  reafon  that  can  well  be  align- 
ed, for  repofing  all  confidence  in  your 
choice,  fince  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  you 
would  for  no  confideration,  impofe  upon 
me  a  perfon,  whom  yourfelf  fliould  not 
efteem  moft  agreeable  to  me,  nor  have  I 
the  leaft  room  for  doubt  of  your  difoern- 
ment,  more  accurately,  jierhaps,  than  my 
own,  in  the  qualities  and  endowments  of 
the  lady ;  firice,  was  I  to  love  fincerely, 
and  to  none  other  would  I  engage  my- 
felf,  even  this,  might  fhadow  over  thofe 
defe&s  from  my  eye,  which  would  be  ap- 
parent to  you ;   but  a$  marriage  is  a 

.  matter  of  fuch  confcquence,  as  not  lightly 
to  be  undertaken,  I  hope,  you  will  not 
deny  me  a  fight  of,  and  fmall  enquiry  in- 
to the  lady's  charafter,  and  pad  beha- 

;  .  viour  in  life,  before  I  finally  determine 

r  upon  the  choice  of  her :  for  though  a  good 
Jfc>enefice,  conjoined  to  a  woman  of  my 

^  F.2  own 
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own  taftc,  would  place  me  upon  the  fum- 
mit  of  temporal  felicit^*,  yet  methinksi 
I  could  by  no  means  accept  of  that,  with 
a  wife,  whom  I  could  not  perfectly  enjoy 
it  with ;  but  flic,  confpiring  to  my  wifh, 
I  will  promife  to  accept  the  perfon,  being 
wholly  at  liberty,  from  all  manner  of 
prior  engagements. 

No  found  upon  earth  could  have  beeh 
more  mufical  to  my  lifter's  ear,  than  the 
few  laft  words  of  Mr.  Godlyman;  to 
which,  and  his  paft  fpeech,  fhe  replied, 
that  the  lady  fhe  had  to  propofe  to  him, 
was  far  from  a  ftranger  to  hiny ;  nor 
were  her  qualities,  or  endowments  fuchas 
he  had  not  long  been  acquainted  with. 
All  the  matter,  whereat  fhe  at  all  hefitated,* 
Ihe  faid,  was,  whether  he  could  fincerely 
love  her :  for  that  fhe  was  as  utter  an  ene- 
my to  impofed  matches,  as  he  could  be: 
for  which  reafon,  after  (he  had  nominated 
her  perfon  to  him,  he  fliould  be  at  his 
option  to  receive  her,  or  not ;  upon  this 
further  condition,  that  if  he  did  not,  his 
lips  ftiould  be  for  ever  faft  locked^  againft 
every  thing  that  had  paflfed  between  them, 
or  fhould  further  be  difcovered  by  him, 
relative  thereto.     ' 

Mr.  Godly  man,  having  ferioufly  pro- 

mifed 
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mifed  compliance  y  Sir,  faid  fhe,  the  be-' 
nefice  that  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  is 
my  eftate ;  and  the  lady  to  be  propofed 
to  you,  myfelf;  now  therefore,  confer 
with  my  lifter,  how  far  thefe  may  prove 
agreeable  to  you.     She  perfedtly  knows 
my  pleafure,  and  will  communicate  yqur 
anfwer  to  me;  for  it  becomes  not   me, 
longer,  to  be  prefent  with  you *  fince  the 
late  declaration  of  my  fentiments. 
.  My  fifter  being  then  about  to  quit  the 
room  to  us,  Mr.  Godly  man  riling  from 
his  chair,  and  oppofing  her  :  dearelllady, 
nd  he,  your  words,  ftill  founding  with 
savenly  tranfport  in  my  ears,  have  in- 
Tired  my  foul  with  extatick  fenfations  ; 
t  reverfe  of  which,  upon  your  lb  fud- 
ti  difappearance,  fucceeding,  mull  over- 
lelm  me  with  agonizing  defpair. 
O !  Once  more  certify  me,   that  my 
rs  miftook  not  your  words  5  my  fenfes 
>ui:   meaning!  drop  them  like  balmy 
icftar  on  my  heart ;— -confirm  me  in  the 
Itfs  my  foul  abounds  with  ; — fubmit  not 
at  anfwer  to  another's  carriage,  which 
am  your  filler's  mouth,  muft  lofe  it's 
ergy  p— then,  dearetl,   and  bell  of  la- 
is,  credit  thofe  -pure,  unutterable  joys, 
■v  ftationed  in  my  heart,  irradicably, 
F  3     :  never 
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never  to  be  disjoined  from  the  enjoyment 
of  yourfelf,  by  me. 

O!  dearefl:,-— beft  /of  women,  added 
lie,  hefitate  not  at  the  perdurable  affection 
of  htm,  who  has  fo  long  flood  in  all  hu- 
mility in  your  prefence,  in  admiration  of 
your  adorable  virtues !  .—thou  tnoft  com- 
plcat  of  the  human  fpecies !  — affociate 
meet  for  angels ! — can  ft  thou  defcend,  fo 
far  beneath  the  fuperior  orb  thou  art  placed 
in,  as  even  to  behold,  fo  defpicable  a 
wretch  as  I  am  ?  — but  canft  thou  love 
me  too  ? — O  excellence !  — how  am  I 
rapt  in  delight,  and  tranfport,  when  I 
conceive,  how  amply  the  fupreme  arm 
means  to  repay,  every  my  unworthy  tn* 
deavours  in  his  fervice! — for  that  this 
conceffion  of  your's  proceeds  frpm  it's  di- 
rection, I  am  well  allured;  fince  it  were 
impoffible,  for  the  unaffifted  human  mind, 
to  have  fubmitted  to  the  difparity  be- 
tween us.. — To  thee,  added  he,  great 
rc&or,  therefore,  for  ever  be  the  praife  (as 
primarily  duej  firft  tendered •,  then,  to 
this  dear  lady,  as  thine  inftrument,  on 
whom,  and  me,  by  thine  hand  joined, 
diffufe  thy  choiceft  bkflings. — Let  the 
love  abounding  in  the  celeftial  choir,  pure, 
add  unruffled    by  the  intervention  of 
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doubts,  jealoufies,  or  anxiety,  become 
infcparabje  from  our  beings :— may  we 
for  life,  be  only  confpicuous,  for  every 
humane  quality,  both  between  ourfelves 
and  to  all  mankind.— May  we  enjoy  an 
offfpring  to  fucceed  us  in  their  praifes,  to 
thee,  for  the  derivation  of  their  beings 
From  our  union. — May  the  poor  around 
us,  the  peculiar  care  of  thee,  our  com- 
mon benefadtor,  blefs  us,  and  thee,  for 
the  diftribution  of  thy  benefits  to  them  ; 
and  may  our  family  and  dependants  found 
thy  great  name,  for  placing  them,  under 
our  examples,  in  the  path  to  everlafting 
happinefs. 

To  the  above,  my  filter  added  a  loud 
Amen,  which  I  feconded  ;  then,  begin- 
ning both  to  fpeak  more  unconfined  upon 
the  fubjed:  •,  faid  my  fifter,  I  hope  Sir,  you 
will  do  me  the  juftice,  not  to  afcribe  my 
proceedings  of  this  day,  to  any  levity  in 
my  temper,  or  wantonnefs  in  my  confti- 
tution;  but  to  their  genuine  fburce,  an 
harmonious  fociety,  which  no  ftate  but 
that  of  wedlock  can  afford,  and  a$  hope 
of  offspring,  to  be  nurtured  by  us  in  ^U 
piety,  virtue,  and  fobriejy*  without  the 
exertion  of  our  faculties  in  which  (rare,  I 
cannot  perfuade  rayfeif,  thm  J.  hav*  exe*- 
F  4  cifed 
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Hfed  myfelf  fufficicntly,  to  my  munifi- 
cent patron's  glory.  Then  Sir,  added 
flie,  believe  me  I  have  made  you  my 
choice,  as  the  belt  qualified  inftrument 
for  providing  for,  and  preferving  my  own 
felicity,  and  perfecting  the  other  defirable 
views  I  have  propofed  to  myfelf. 

You  will  excufe  me,  dear  fir,  faid  (he, 
"though  T  fhould  a  little  play  the  tyrant 
with  you,  according  to  my  fex's  cqftom, 
whilft  the  reins  are  in  my  own  hand :  for 
when  once  theindiflbluble  knot  lhall  be 
tyed  between  us,  it  may  be  too  late  to  in* 
lift  upon  conditions,  as  the  ftaff  of  autho- 
rity, will  then  have  changed  hands  ;  and 
my  turn  will  rather  be  to  take,  than  give 
hw. .     »      '  '      ■  * 

Dear  lady !  faid  he,  you  have  but  to 
command,  both  now  and  hereafter,  to 
be  obeyed  by  me;  nor  can  I  fufpedt, 
that  an  engagement  fo  difintereftedly  un- 
dertaken on  your  part,  can  ever  fo  tranf- 
mute  nature  itfelf,  and  the  folid  princi- 
ples your  actions  have  ever ,  been  con- 
duced by,  as  to  caufe  my  demur  to  any 
injundion  of  your's ;  but  may  I  be  fo 
free  as  to  afk,  wherein  you  would  tyran- 
nize over  me ;  and  what  dreadful  condi- 
tion you  would  confine  me  to  ? 
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Nay,  added  (he,  Ihope  it  will  be  no- 
thing difagreeable  to  you ;  but,  however, 
fince  conditions  may  found  too  harfh 
to  your  ears,  as  really  they  do  to 
my  own ;  I  would  then,  thus  early  pe- 
tition to  you,  for  your  own  fake,  mine, 
and  my  dear  family's,  that  when  we  (hall 
become  man  and  wife,  you  willnot  de- 
fift  from  your  prefent  function,  of  praying 
with,  and  inftru&ing  us ;  for  that,  the 
change  will  be  infinitely  difadvantageous 
to  us  all,  fhould  we,  by  my  acqueft  of  an 
hufband,  lofe  the  profpedt  of  our  evcrlaft- 
ing  inheritance. 

This,  Madam,  faid  Mr.  Godlyman, 
you  cannot  more  ftrcnuoufly  infift  upon, 
than  I  with  all  alacrity  affent  to ;  as  I  (hall 
then  have  the  ftri&er  obligation  upon  me 
for  it's  performance.  The  fouls,  which 
may  now  be  called  your's,  will  then  be 
my  own,  in  a  double  fenfe  ;  nor  fhall  it 
ever  be  laid  to  my  charge,  that .  for  any 
temporal  advantage  whatsoever,  I  have 
willingly  fuffered  their  mifcarriage. 

I  confefs,  added  he,  I  had  far  variant 
conje&ures,  about  the  conditions  you 
mentioned;  but  whatever*  relative  to 
thefe,  you  had  propofed,  it  had  been  my 
duty  to  have  complied  with. 

F5  I 
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I  muft  incrcat  you,  Sir,  (aid  my  filler, 
that  you  would  explain  your  meaning  to 
me:  for  as  yet,  I  am  wholly  in  the  dark 
therein.  Madam*  replied  he,  I  appre- 
hended your  conditions  would  have  ex- 
tended to  the  fettlement  of  your  eftate; 
which,  in  whatever  manner,  or  under 
whatever  reftri&ions,  or  limitations,  you 
pjeafc  to  confine  it  to,  I  (hall  pcrfe&ly 
acquiefce  with*  having  fuch  confidence 
in  your  generality*  as  to  be  infcrupulous, 
about  the  fufficiency  you  will  aliot  for  my 
fuppprt,in  cafe  you  fhould  be  fummoned 
hence  before  me. 

Alas !  Sir,  faid  my  fitter,  my  opinion 
has  ever  been,  that  thefe  (ticklers  for 
advantages  over  each  other,  before  they 
come  together,  have  ever  fome  latent 
feeds  of  diflatisfa&ion  upon  their  minds, 
which,  but  for  the  benefit  to  arife  from 
the  match,  would  undoubtedly  have  kept 
them  afunder;  nor  are  we  to  wonder 
that  fa  many  infelicitous  marriages  pro- 
ceed, from  the  many  prior  articles,  and 
covenants,  beforehand,  that  the  parties 
afterwards,  would  hang,  but  to  annul  * 
nor  arife  the  difadvantages  of  that  ffcate 
more  from  any  one  thing,  I  am  fully 
Pgrfuaded,  than  from  this  cramp  put  up- 
on them,  before  wedlock. 

for 
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For  my  part,  added  flic,  as  they  have 
C?er  been  my  averfion,  I  have  been  the 
more  ftudious  of  the  objeft,  to  whom  I 
may  intruft  what  I  have ;  it  having  ever 
been  dctatt mined  by  me,  never  to  deli** 
ver  the  poffcffuw  of  myperfon  into  the 
cuftody  of  t|iat  man,  in  whom  I  would 
not  confide,  for  the  management  of  my 
fubftance.  If  I  fhould  be  deceived  in  trfy 
expectations,  as  it  wiil  proceed  from  my 
own  choice,  I  had  rather  fuffer,  for  re- 
pofmgan  over  credit  in  my  hufoand, 
thaa  to  coftfent  beforehand^.  00  the  leaft 
fufpicion   of   his    proving    an    impof- 

I  could  not  forbear  urging,  the  ne» 
ceffify  of  fettiements,    in  cafe  of  chil- 
dren between  the  pasties  5  but  my  filter 
replied,   that  would  any  woman  truft 
herfelf,  to  the  fkthfcir,  ffee  could  not  truft 
hs*  child  tee:  ^  Every  parent,  added  (he* 
is  a  far  betterjudge,  after  his  children  aft 
grown  up,  op  their  natures;  and  difpofi- 
tions,  and.whether  they  are  moft  inclina- 
ble to  virtue,  or  vice,  duty,  or  dffobe- 
dience,  than  he  can  be  before  they  are  borm 
What  then,  can  he  reward  thefe,  or  pu«- 
nifli  the  others  by,  but  from  an  unequal 
difpofing  of  his  eftate  to  them,  according 
to  their  demerits,  of  deferving  ?  but  to 
F  6  wave 
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wavft  thefc  points,  wherein  I  am  perfe&ly 
clear  5  I  will  have  no  articles  between  us  5 
only,  thus  far  let  us  underftand  each  o- 
ther,  that  in  cafe  both  die  without  having 
iflue  between  us,  the  furvivor  (hall  divide 
the  eftate  *  one  moiety  to  my  relations, 
the  other  to  my  hufband's.  As  to  every 
other  difpofition  of  it  in  our  lives  time* 
it  will  be  early  enough  to  confider  the 
manner,  as  cafes  and  occurrences  hap- 
pen. 

Mr.  Godlyman,  not  judging  that  the 
time,  when  this  marriage  fhould  be  con- 
fummated,  would  come  fo  well  from  my 
Oder's  requeft,  as  his  own ;  after  having 
acknowledged  the  obligation  he  fhould 
for  ever  remain  under  to  her,  for  the  fa- 
vours of  that  day  1  hoped,  he  laid,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  a  certainty,  when 
Jiis  expectations  of  fo  fublime  a  blefling  as 
had  been  promifed  him,  might  be  accom- 
pli (he  d. 

To  this,  my  fifter,  without  the  lead 
further  confidecation,  replied,  that  (he 
was  at  his  fcrvice,  whenever  he  pleafed  to 
appoint ;  but  this  put  the  parfon  more  to 
a  nonplus*  than  all  that  had  before  hap- 
pened: for  that,  if  he  (hould  name  the 
next  day,  (he  might  think  him  imperti- 
nently 
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nendy  intruding  upon  her;  and  if  he 
lhould  defer  it  too  long,  negle&ful  of 
her;  fo  that  taking  a  middle  courfe, 
he  replied,,  that  as  his  happinefs  was  to 
be  confered  by  her,  fo  he  muft  leave  to 
her  own  choice,  the  time  of  granting  it  •• 
but  thus  much,  he  mud  aver  from  his 
heart,  that  it  could  not  be  beftowed,  too 
early  for  his  inclination. 

Upon  this,  my  lifter  demanding  which 
would  he  moft  grateful  to  him,  either  the 
deferring  it  for  a  week,  five  days,  or  three? 
Madam!  faid  he,  people's  laft  words, 
ufually  proceeding  from  more  deliberation 
than  their  former  ;  if  you  pleafe,  let  the 
laft  be  the  term,  to  which  flie  having 
contented,  we  parted,  to  prepare  ourfelves 
fnr  the  ceremony. 
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CHAP.  V«L 
Tfbe  exercife  of  the  farfon  and  kiy. 
Why  twmen  don't  make  love.  Why 
'women  are  infincere.  Are  married. 
Servants  congratulate  their  mafter. 
Mrs.  RichwQuld  Jiays  with  them. 
Manner  of  living.  Letter  from  her 
hufband.  Of his  good  fortune.  Calls 
bar  over  to  him. 

ISoon  followed  my  fitter  to  her  cham- 
ber, to  have  difcourfed  her  upon  what 
had  paffed  at  the  late  conference-,  but 
found  her  lock'd  into  her  clofet,  to  which 
ft«  bad  retired  to  beg  a  bleffing  upon 
what  had  been  agreed  upon  •,  nor  ftirred 
ihe  from  thence,  till  fhe  was  called  down 
tofupper. 

We  now  waited  for  Mr.  Godlyman, 
who,  contrary  to  what  he  had  ever  bef<?re 
.done,  detained  us  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  before  he  approached  us  to  blefsthe 
viands.  This  my  filler  wondering  at,  fo 
foon  as  we  were  feated,  afked  him,  If  his 
not  being  well  had  kept  him  above  fo 
long?  but  we  both  prefently  perceived, 
that  it  was  out  of  h:s  power  to  anfiver  us, 
without  expofing  himfelf  to  the  fervants 
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about  us;  for  his  eyes  were  a$  red  as 
blood,  and  he  had  mod;  apparently  to  our 
thinking,  been  crying ;  fo  that  he  remain* 
ing  fiknt,  we  laid  no  more  to  him,  till 
after  the  cloth  was  removed  •,  when  my 
filter  affced  him,  How  he  did  ?  to  which 
he  replied,  with  teai;a  juft  iffuing,  "  never 
better,  I  thank  you  madam* 

"  Truly,  fir,  laid  I,  my  fear  was,  at 
your  firft  entering  the  room,  that  you  had 
been  differing  under  fome  diforder,  by 
the  difcompofed  air  of  your  countenance ; 
but  am  glad  to  hear  it  is  otherwife." 

Ladies,  faid  that  good  man,  when  I  left 
you,  it  was  with,an  heart  overcharged  with 
the  Almighty's  benevolence  to  me,  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  iniufierable  by  me ; 
till  I  had  difcharged  myfelf  of  its  weight 
by  my  humbkft  remonftrances  to  hirq,  of 
all  prefent  and  paft  mercies ;  my  thanks- 
giving for  the  bounties  bellowed  upon  me, 
and  my  fervent  petition  for  grace,  to  con- 
dud  me  therein  to  his  glory. 

'*  A  graceful  heart,  added  he,  requires 
more  iffucs  to  exprefs  its  fenfe  of  favours 
by,  than  from  the  lips  ;  the  eye  comes  in 
to  its  aid  not  unfrequently ;  now  this 
proving  my  cafe,  I  could  no  fooner  dis- 
charge the  ftrearas  flowing  from  thence, 
than  I  did,  which  occafioncd  my  over- 
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flaying  my  call  to-night ;  nor  having  put 
myfelr under conftraint,  that  I  might  come 
when  I  did,  could  Ibave  anfwered  to  your 
gucftions  at  the  table,  without  burfting 
out  afrelh  again,  upon  any  confederation; 
"  but  dear  lady,  faid  he,  turning  tp  my 
fifter,  your  indulgence,  in  ceafing  to  urge 
my  reply,  will  be  ever  recolle&ed  with 
acknpwJedgments. 

Nothing  more  than  ufual  pafling  be- 
tween them  that  evening,  I  (hall  hafte  to 
fome  difcourfe  that  happened  between  my 
fifter  and  me  the  next  day. 

Upon  going  into  her  dreffing  room  to 
.her,  where  (he  was  upon  a  piece  of  work  j 
my  dear,  faid  I,  how  could  you  behave 
with  fuch  intrepidity  to  Mr.  Godlyman 
yefterday  ?  "  intrepidity,  child,  faid  fhe, 
why,  was  there  any  thing  that  patted  be- 
tween us,  that  either  of  us  iieed  be  afraid, 
or  afliamed  of?"    "  I  am  fure,  find  I,  I 
could  not  have  a&ed  as  you  did,  without 
blufhing  like  the  fcarlet  dye ;  nay,  I  don't 
think  I  could  have  gone  through  with  it  as 
you  did,  upon  any  account  whatever." 

"  Ctfftom  and  education,  child  k  all 
affectation !  nothing  elfe,  faid  fhe,  Why  are 
we  not  of  the  fame  fpecies  of  creatures? 
covet  we  not  each  other's  fociety,  as  moft 
relifliable  to  each  than  one  of  our  own 
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fex  ?  If  then  we  were  defigned  orie.fpr  the 
other,  what  right  have  we  to  pervert  that 
defign,  at  lead  to  make  a  falfe  (hew,  as  if 
what  was  intended  us  by  our  maker  him- 
felf,  was  criminal  ?" 

What  a  merry  conceit  is  it,  think  you, 
to  behold  a  lady  almoft  dying  for  her 
lover,  whilft  fhe  frowns,  blufhing,  as  you 
call  it,  and  is  frightened  almoft  into  fits, 
if  he  -mentions  but  matrimony  to  h«r  ?  Is 
not  this  downright  farce?  Why  has 
man  the  preheminence ;  fo  far  as  to  make 
his  requefts  known  to  a  lady  he  admires, 
and  not  fhe  the  fame  liberty  for  his  infor- 
mation ?  but  merely  from  cuftom,  firft 
taught  to  our  mothers  \>y  theirs,  and  by 
them  to  us ;  and  we  make  fools  each  of 
other,  for  all  enfuing  generations  :  fo  that 
flie,  who  confeffts  her  regard  for  a  man, 
muft  be  reputed  immodeft,  whilft  (he  may 
be  as  chafte  as  a  veftal,  who  goes  to  bed 
with  him  -9  now,  though  this  is  all  a  piece 
of  grimace,  and  every  woman,  from  her 
own  heart,  knows  it  to  be  fo  ;  yet  it  is  fo 
generally  reduced  to  pra&ice,  as  if  each 
really  credited,  what  fhe  muft  from  her 
heart  condemn  herfelf  for. 

"  How  then,  added  fhe,  can  women, 
after  wedlock,  be  expe&ed  to  aft  with 
fincerity,  who  have  fo  conftantly  declined 
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the  practice  before  hand?  nor  can  I  fee, 
from  my  heart,  how  a  man  can  expert  his 
wife  to  be  honed  to  him,  who,  till  the  very 
ceremony  is  pad  upon  them,  belies  her 
own  heart  in  ner  every  aftion  to  him, 

44 1  believe  Mr.  Godlyman  will  make 
me  a  good  hufband,  and  therefore  I  told 
him  fo,  continued  fhe ;  and  thereupon  we 
have  agreed  upon  the  experiment,  and 
have  finifhed  as  much  bufinefs  in  an  hour, 
as  fome  others  are  canvaffing  for  an  age* 
nor  varies  the  end  of  our  labours  a  jot  \ 
we  both  get  hufbands.  Is  it  not  therefore 
more  eligible  to  difpatch  an  agreeable  en-  J 
terprize,  than  to  linger  on,  till  each  party  1 
tired  with  delay,  grow  cool  and  indiffere^  ■ 
upon  the  fubjeft  ?" 

I  afked  her,  whether  flie  made  nothing 
new  upon  the  occafion  ?  no,  fhe  faid,  fhe 
could  fee  no  reafon  for  it ;  fince  fhe  micte  ] 
have  fuch  when  fhe  pleafed-,  and  befide$, 
the  plainer  the  better,  flie  thought,  for  a 
parfon's  wife  ;  but  added,  that  fhe  had  ap 
exquifite  fuit  in  the  piece  by  her,  which, 
if  I  would  make  up  for  the  wedding,  fhe  ; 
would  prefent  me  with. 

I  thanked  her,  and  allured  her  I  would 
wear  it,  in  remembrance  of  the  happy  day; 
t>or  would  I  ever  part  with  it,  xfo  long  as 
I  lived,  for  heir  fake.  She 
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She  faid,  (he  had  been  thinking  where 
flic  fhould  be  married,  but  had  not  yet 
determined  upon  the  church  ;  nor  would 
I  refolve  upon  arty,  laid  I,  but  my  own 
chapel;  you  may  have  a  difpenfation  for 
the  purpofe,  ahd  Mr.  Godlyman  has 
friends  enough,  I  don't  doubt,  who  will 
be  proud  of  giving  you  a  caft  of  their  of- 
fice. 

She  told  me,  it  did  not  fuit  her ;  for 
that,  though  fhe  chofe  not  a  publick  wed- 
ding, yet  ftie  fhould  regret  being  married 
in  an  unaccuftomed  place. 

At  length  (he  pitched  upon  the  cathe- 
•al  at  Gloucefter,  and  accordingly  we 
ovided  for  it ;  and  on  the  morning  pre* 
pointed,  no  foul  but  myfelf  attending 
em,  we  fallied  forth,  and  returning  to 
lr  coaches  from  the  church  door,  were 
ack  again  by  dinner  time. 

The  alteration  in  the  family  was  no 
:>nger  a  fecret,  than  till  the  return  of  the 
•rvants  who  had  attended  us;  when  a 
_jrt  of  mutual  fatisfa&ion  arifing  in  every 
face,  from  their  expedted  bleffings,  undet 
the  direction  of  their  new  matter;  the 
whole  family  begged  leave  to  congratulate 
him  and  their  lady  upon  the  affair  ;  and 
did  fo,  when  my  fiftcr,  who  had  intended 
no  mamjer  of  feftivity  upon  the  occafioji, , 

foon 
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foon  found,  that  her  domefticks'  were  not 
to  be  put  off  fo :  for  they  all  protefted, 
that  though  their  mafter  and  lady  would 
Contribute  nothing  to  their  rejoicings,  they 
would  celebrate  the  occafion  at  their  own 
expence  •,  rather  than  to  fuffer  which,  » 
handfome  an  entertainment  was  ordered, 
as  could  poflibly  upon  fuch  fhort  warning 
be  procured,  and  the  day  concluded  in  the 
moft  innocent  mirth  and  jollity. 

I  had  fo  long  lived  happily  in  my  fitter's 
family,  that  though  every  one  elfe  rejoiced- 
at  this  wedding,  I  knew  not  whether  it 
were  bed  for  me  to  be  too  fanguine  at  i^ 
or  not ;  for  though  I  might  be  an  agree- 
able  companion  enough   for  my   fitteri' 
whilft  fole  ;  yet,  how  I  might  be  relifhed 
as  fuch,  now  (he  had  procured  her  a  molt 
eligible  intimate,  I  could  not  fay;  but  be- 
caufe  I  was  willing  to  have  the  fenfe  of 
both  of  them,   previous  to  any  confa- 
bulation about  me,  by  themfelves  ;  I,  the 
very  day  after  the  wedding,  put  it  to  them 
both,  whether  it  was  their  pleafure,  that! 
fhould  continue  with  them  any  longer,  dt 
look  out  for  fome  apartment  for  myfelf. 

My  dear,  faid  Mrs.  Godly  man,  do  you 
hear  my  fitter  ?  I  do,  faid  he,  and  had  an- 
fwered  her,  but  that  I  knew  not  whether 
any  conference  had  paffed  between  you  and 

her 
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pon  that  head  already.  Not  a  word, 
eplied.  Then,  dear  fifter,  laid  Mr. 
yman,  you  will  never  be  lefs  welcome 
?,  than  you  have  hitherto  been  to  my 
nor  to  me,  child,  faid  my  fifter,  than 
ippear  to  be  to  my  hufband  -,  fo  that 
uarters  feeming  to  be  abfolutely  efta- 
d,  I  became  perfedtly  eafy;  nor 
1 1  the  leaf):  alteration  in  either  of 
towards  me,  or  in  my  own  ctrcum- 
;s,  favc  that  whereas  moft  of  my  time 
ofore  had  been  occupied  in  the  com- 
of  my  fifter,  I  had  now  far  more 
e  upon  my.  hands,  and  was  at  li- 

tp  go  where  J  would,  without 
aft  fear  of  difobliging  her ;  for  that 
Sodlyman  and  flie,  when  out  of  their 
al  clofets,  were  fcarce  ever  afunder. 
le  love  and  indulgence  that  were 
tally  paid  between  my  brother  and 
,  could  not  but  remind  me,  how 
y  I  might  have  been,  in  the  enjoy- 

of  my  hufband,  had  our  circum- 
es  at  firft  fuited ;  and  indeed,  how 
d  we  might  yet  be,  could  I  but  dif- 
•  his  refidence.  Thefe  thoughts,  I 
allow  to  have  perplexed  me  not  a 
.when  I  daily  beheld  fuch  a  fond 
is  my  brorher  and  filter,  regaling  in 
mutual  afFe&ion  *  whilft  I  teemed 

to 
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to  ftand  but  for  a  cypher  in  the  family : 
but  yet  I  was  fo  courteoufly  treated  by 
them,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  fer  me 
to  mend  myfelf. 

Thus  Ungated  on  my  time  for  the  three 
firft  years  of  their  nuptials,  till  my  fitter 
was  become  the  mother  of  two  children, 
a  girl,  and  a  boy,  which  were  fevefcaily 
named,  after  her  and  him,  Leticia  and 
Paul;  but  never  fure  entered  a  happier 
pair  into  the  bonds  of  wedlock ;  nor  ever 
man  more  chearfully  performed  his  pro- 
mife,  even v  as  when  he  was  only  chaplain 
bimfelfc    The  daily  fervice  was  never 
omitted  by  him,  and  twice  every  funcky 
he  preached  not  only  to  bis  own  family, 
but  for  all  fuch  pottf  neighbour  as  would 
attend  him  in  the  morning,  a  table  was 
fpread,  that  after  dinner  they  might,  upon 
no  pretence,  avoid  the  afternoon  fervice 
too :  but  as  to  publick  vifiting,  my  filter 
finding  it  incommodious,  for  that  it  broke 
in  upon  the  order  of  the  houfhold ;  both 
fhe  and  my  brother  foon  left  it  off,  as  to  J 
the  formality  of  it :  but  all  fuch  of  their 
acquaintance   as  would  fpend  days  or 
weeks  with  them,  and  be  conformable  to 
their  rules,  could  nowhere  find  a  wort! 
hearty  welcome. 

Infhort,  their  whole  timepafledin^j 

kf-1 
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fcries  of  humane  and  benevolent  aftions 
to  their  friends  and  neighbours,  and  of 
virtuous  and  religious  a<5ts  to  the  praife  of 
their  maker,  and  peace  6f  their  own 
minds. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  their  nuptials, 
when  I  had  given  over  all  thoughts  of 
Mr.  Richwould,  or  of  ever  marrying 
again  •,  but  of  wholly  annexing  myfelf  to 
my  fifter,  as  a  ftandard  in  her  family* 
came  a  foreign  letter  to  me,  as  the  poft- 
man  faid  it  was ;  but  upon  the  view  of 
it,  not  at  all  recolle&ing  my  hufbancTs 
hand,  I  fufpefted  it  to  be  wrote  by  fome 
one,  whom  he  had  intruded  with  orders 
to  inform  me  of  his  death,  as  he  had,  at 
our  parting,  engaged  to  do. 

I  even  trembled  whilft  I  broke  it  open ; 
nor  could  I  refrain  from  tears,  at  the 
news  I  expe&cd  to  hear  of  his  being  no 
more-,  though  i  had  heretofore  longed 
for  no  more  grateful  intelligence. 

There  muft  be  fomewhat  in  matrimony 
more  than  wevare  in  the  general  apprized 
of,  that  fhould  transfer  the  pleafures  and 
misfortunes  of  either  party  to  other, 
though  at  ever  fo  great  a  diftance  5  and 
recalling  pad  endearments,  affeft  them 
beyond  ajl  that  is  due  to  the  ftri&eft 

amity 
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amity  and  intimacy  between  other  per- 
fons. 

This  fenfe  I  then  had  of  the  death  of 
my  hufband,  which  I  difputed  not*  but 
this  letter  before  me  would  convey  to 
me ;  fo  that  fpreading  it  forth,  as  I  ufu- 
ally  did  in  like  cafes,  I  fought  for  the 
writer's  name,  that  I  might  carry  the  idea 
.  of  fomebody  in  my  mind,  through  the 
perufal  of  it  *  but  how  was  Ifurprized, 
when  in  the  place  of  the  ftranger  I  looked 
for,  I  found  the  name  of  my  dear  huf- 
band! 

Paft  fcenes  then  recurring  to  my  fancy, 
I  became  fo  funk  in  my  fpirits,  when  I 
rftflefted  that  he  might  ftill  be  recoverable, 
though  at  an  immenfe  lofs  of  time,  at  the 
diftance  he  muft  be  from  me,  that  I  could 
fcarce  perufe  the  writing ;  but  at  length 
I  finifhed  it,  and  lhall  here  lay  it  before 
my  reader  in  his  own  words. 

Mr.  George  Richwould  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Richwould. 
My  Dearefl:  Life, ' 

IF  ftill  you  fubfift,  to  be  fo  called  and 
efteemedby  me ;  I  left  England  about 
three  weeks  after  you  parted  from  me  for 
Gloucefterfliire  j  and  in  about  nine  more, 
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I  arrived  at  Antigua,  whithertd,  you 
know,  or  to  fome  other  of  our  Britifh 
plantations,  I  was  bound,  in  order  to 
pick  up  that  fubfiftance  I  defpaired  of^ 
whilil  remaining  in  England. 

I  took  clear  thirty-five  pounds  in  mj 
pocket,  after  having  difhurfed  the  whole 
remainder  of  my  ftock  ypon  peceffarie* 
for  my  voyage,  and  fome  few  things  that . 
I  had  hopes  of  turning  to  better  account 
at  my  debarking,  than  ready  money. 

Our  captain,  having  fome  very  long 

and  intricate  accounts  to  fettle,  during 

our  voyage,  upon  the  experiment  found 

jbimfelf  deficient  for  the  purpofe ;  when 

Saving  no  hand  on  board  adequate  to  the 

^work,  and  expreffing  his  concern  to  me 

one  day,  for  the  time  that  he  muft  lofe 

in  the  payment  of  a  large  balance  that 

jwould  oe  due  to  him,  if  his  accounts 

'were  not  finifhed  before  his  landing;  I 

being  a  very  ready  penman,  allured  him, 

that  if  Jie  would  commit  the  affair  to  my 

management,  I  would  engage  to  adjuft 

to  his  fatisfafltion. 

jMy  offerL  was  fo  joyfully  received  by 
%  that  as  an  encouragement  for  me 
proceed  with  alacrity  and  all  becom- 
5  fpeed,  he  promifed  me,  that  upon 
tfe&fng  the  account,  he  would  not 
G  only 
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only  befriend  me  all  that  fliould  b£  in 
his  power,  when  we  reached  the  flfotej 
but  would  alfd  give  tne  rhy  dieted  pat 

fcgefiee.  '":-  vj.  <-": 

This  was  fuch  an  outfet  as  I  had  little 
foorn  for  expe&ihg  %  but  howevtty  u£on 
my  abutting  and  clearing  up  the  ac- 
S&unt,  to  ftich  -art;  ixa&heft  a^l-^fttoh 
made  hhft  fehfifcte  ofV*  k^WWtffcd  hfc 
cn^ehtent^.to'W;  and,I(tip(>tf fiik-'i^ 
rival,    not  only  'releafed  hie  '  ifrdni'tfte 
whole  charge  of  tiiy  voyage,  but  Fo  ef- 
fectually recommended  me  -to  aft  ctairi* 
flint  planter1  thire,  and  on^of  the  £oundf, 
For  a  fnoft  accurate  nian  at  figures,  !$ift 
I  had  not  been  fix  days  on  ffibre,  be*- 
fore  I  was  taken  into  his  houfe,  at  fifty 
pounds  a  year,   money  here,    and  iny 
board.'      ;.  ' ";. ,;  '  :;.  ■  ...•:.-. 

My , f efl^i£tic^h s*  iiow.  turning  to  m^  paft 
lifej-rtbtifidWed  tohat  had  alrtadf  piffed 
away,  as  employed  upon  purpofes;*Wholfy 
Foreign  to  the  intent  of  living^  and  fmtA 
thenCef6tth  determined  with  myfiflf  & 
obferve  a  ftridHuftice  and  integrity  foraW 
thy  tt2i]\&M6\& '  vfitK  rity'  rtiaftfer,Wnd 
whomfoeveHlIahikHt  ]have  t6/dbi;  tfntt 
careful  of  my ;  earnings, '  an^  ^VigftSrtt  % 
my  bufinefs ;  to  be  foben  arid  induftriotifc 
in  \Vhat  coutfe  <fcreVer  I  fhduld  fbi;^- 

ployed, 
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ployed,  and  to  make  it  daily  a  part  of 
my  bufinefs,  to  implore  a  bleffing^poji 
my  endeavours,  and  to  be  thankful  J# 
that  Being  which  had  excited  my  rtfindrtQ 
thefe  laudable  undertakings      a  ; 

1  remained  with  my  maftet  for  two 
years,  till  his  death  ;  by  which  lidael 
had  gained  fuch  a  reputation  fct  &hy  dilf- 
genice,  penetration,  and  abilities,  thtt 
upon  his  deceafe  I  was  courted  by  feverifl 
other  planters,  to  engage  with  thdm  at 
~ny  wages  I  fhould  nominate;  but  haying 
.  •ccived  fo  many  civilities*  from  my  late 
matter,  I  determined  to  remain  tf  ith  his 
widow,  who  voluntarily  offered  to  aug- 
ment my  falary  to  an  hundred  poiinda 
per  annum.  '    i 

She  foon  perceiving  how  indebted  fee 

was  to  my  management,  thought'hothing 

-that  fee  could  beftow  upon  me  too  ample 

a  reward  for  my  fervices;,  tillafretf  Ihad 

ferved  her  for  about  fix  years,  I  perceived 

►lainly  that  her  defign  was  for  beftotfing 

herfelf  upon  me,  by  the  many  broad  hints 

i  *  fee  afforded  me.  . 

[.  •!    Her  both  fpeeches  and  aftions,  how 

toclaiming  her   intentions,    too   appa- 

jntly  for  me  to  be  deceivedy'  I  h$d  de- 

er mined  with  myfelf  to  quit  her  fervice  % 

yt  my  own  confeience  then  didated  to 
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me,  that  notwithftanding  the  prodigious 
advancement  of  my  circumftances  by  fuch 
means,  having,  as  I  hoped,  a  wife  in  you, 
my  dear,  in  England;  I  fhould  never 
poflefs  my  riches  in  happinefs,  and  with 
a  peaceable  mind ;  fo  that  had  (he  pro- 
fceeded  in  her  purpofe  for  entrapping  me, 
I  fliould  have  avoided  the  temptation,  by 
deferring  her  affairs  entirely ;  but  in  a 
few  weeks  after  this,  fhe  catching  cold, 
was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  her  phy*- 
fician  pronouncing  dangerous,  fhe  made 
her  will,  and  having  no  child,  devifed  all 
her  plantations,  flock,  money,  negroes, 
and  all  that  fhe  was  worth,  to  the  amount 
of  between  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  to  me,  who  am  now  in 
the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  them ;  I  had 
wrote  fooner  to  you,  but  that  I  had  loft 
your  dire&ion  by  fome  means  or  other, 
and  therefore  defpaired  of  any  letter  find- 
ing you* 

I  was  under  this  perplexity  for  near 
twelve  months,  when  one  day,  as  I  was 
forting  fome  old  papers  and  letters,  in 
order  to  caft  away  the  refufe,  and  retain 
only  fuch  as  might  probably  be,  in  fii- 
• ture,  ufeful  to  me,  I  was  obliged  for  that 
.  purpofe  to  peru  fe  them  all ;  when  upon 
unfolding  one  of  them,  my  very  heart 

leaped 
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leaped  with  joy  at  the  fight  of  your 
dire&ions,  under  your  own  hand.  I  write 
this  therefore  to  you,  in  hopes,  as  pro- 
vidence has  fo  highly  favoured  me,  my 
ever  dear  wife  will  make  no  difficulty  of 
crofling  the  feas,  to  participate  of  every 
blefling  in  life  With  an  hufband,  who 
now,  more  than  ever,  efteems  and  ad- 
mires her. 

Me  thinks,  my  dear,  all  that  I  enjoy  i9 
infignificant  to  me,  without  the  one  only 
thing  necefiary  to  compleat  my  happi- 
nefs  5  nor  can  all  the  perfons  upon  earth 
adminifter  that  to  me,  but  your  dear 
fclf.  Fail  not  therefore,  I  again  and 
again  intreat  you,  to  put  yourfelf  upon 
the  voyage  to  me:  lor  I  can  have  no 
peace  tUl  I  fee  you.  If  leaving  your  own 
country  for  this  foreign  fhore,  fhould 
feem  an  infupportable  hardfhip  to  you, 
ftill  comfort  yourfelf  with  the  aflurancc 
of  returning  to  it  in  a  few  years  again  : 
for  that  my  refolution  is,  not  to  continue 
here  longer  than  till  I  have  made  up  my 
prefent  fortune,  to  the  value  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  when  I  will  fell  my 
plantation,  and  returning  with  you  to 
our  mother  country,  we  will  enjoy  our- 
selves in  affluence,  till  providence  fhall 
pleafe  to  call  us  hence. 
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:  I  believe,  that  before  I  can  receive 
your  anfwer  I  fhall  be  called  to  the  coun* 
cil :  for  there  are  very  few  plantations  on 
tfre  Uland  equal  mine  in  value ;  and  I  am 
as  much  refpe&ed  here  as  any  one  of 
the  planters  :  fo  that  let  not  my  life  de- 
fpife  our  way  of  living  here:  for  though 
the  country  may  not  be  fo  grateful  to  you 
as  old  England,  yet,  believe  ine,  you 
will  maintain  the  ftate  of  an  Englifh 
dutehefs  here,  which  you  cannot  expcd, 
with  fix  times  tpy  health  in  England. 

You  may  come  over  to  me  by  captain 
Boyce,  who  will  tarry  fix  weeks  in  Eng« 
land,  at  the  port  of  London,  and  by 
whom  I  entruft  this  to  yoij :  fo  that  you 
fcill  have  time  enough  for  your  prepare 
tions  5  and  I  have  given  him  an  unlimited 
fcrder,  for  fupplying  you  with  whatever 
you  mfay  ftand  in  rteed  6f  for  the  voyage  s 
bu$  let  me  efjtecially  recommend  to  you 
as  fiw  cloathd  as  you  can  lay.  your  hands 
upon,  and  plenty  of  them  y  for  that,  at 
your  firft  appearance  here,  I  would  have 
you  make  no  lefs  fumptuoiis  a  figure,  than 
the  gayeft  lady  among  us, 
'  If  ever  this  reaches  my  dear  wife's 
hands,  which  may  providence  direft  in 
fafety,  and  you  are  ftill  living,  after  To 
Jong  an  abfence  between  us,  you  will 
i  .  :>  con- 
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confider,  with  what  diffidence  I  wrote 
this,  left  it  fhould  have  no  effeft,  and 
that  npthing  but  the  longing  defire  I 
abound  with,  of  a  reunion  between  us, 
^oyld  have  encouraged  me  to  the  drawing 
&  Oft  to  the  length  I  have  done. 
,  Let  not  then  any  private  intereft,  dread 
pr  other  difficulty  whatsoever  (if  living 
and  in  health)  prevent  my  deareft  life 
from  prefenting  herfelf  to  the  craving 
embraces  of  her 

Afoft  truly  loving  and 
affedionate  hufband, 
George  Richwouid? 


CHA  P.    IX. 

Jilmoji  wild  upon  her  hujbancfs  ktter. 
Variety  of  the  concern,  where  intereft 
or  none.  .  Fair  promifes  keep  her  af 
borne.  Refolves  to  yifit  captain  Boyce. 
Anfwers  her  hu[ban£$  letter.     r 

I  Even  flew  with  this  letter  to  my  fitter, 
who  perceiving  the  confufion  of  my 
i>ehaviour,  grew  fearful,  left  fome  ftrange 
event  had  happened  •,  but  I  kept  her  not 
long  in  fufpence:  forjnftantly  extending 
my  hand  with  the  letter  in  it  •,  it  is.  from 
r  G  4  my 
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iny  hufband,  my  dear,  faid  I,  it  is  from 
my  hufband. 

My  fifter,  with  her  ufual  gravity,  cry'd, 
Well!  whatthcnl  Where  is  he?  read  it,  read 
it,  faid  I,  O !  the  dear  foul !  —he's  becotfie  a 
great  man,  my  dear,  faid  I,  ay  and  a  good 
one  too — my  very  heart  will  fplit  with 
joy — What  would  you  advife  me  to  ?  my 
dear— Now  I  have  need  of  your  council, 
if  ever  woman  had. 

I  kept  thus  raving  on,  fbmetimes 
/peaking,  fometimes  crying,  fometimes 
rejoicing,  whilft  my  fifter  was  reading  the 
letter ;  which  though  I  coveted  above  all 
things  to  have  her  miftrefs  of,  yet  I 
grudged  her  every  moment's  time  that 
Jhe  employed  upon  ij:  fori  was  even 
wild,  till  I  fhould  be  confuking  with 
her  upon  its  contents;  whilft  fhe,  with 
her  deliberate  air,  fat  confidering  upon 
every  word  and  fentence  in  it. 
•  At  length,  I  was  fo  out  of  patience  at 
her,  that  I  begg'd  her  only  to  fay,  whe- 
ther I  fhould  crofs  the  feas  to  my  hufband 
or  not.  Prithee,  child,  faid  (he,  afk  me 
no  impertinent  queftions  till  I  have  fi- 
nifhed  it.  Why  ?  I  fcarce  know  whether 
he  is  there  himfelf  yet. 

My  hrother  coming  in  at  the  fame 

time, 
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time,  I  left  my  lifter  at  more  liberty  for 
proceeding,  than  I  had  before  given  her : . 
for  running  up  to  him,  my  dear  brother* 
faid  I,  my  hufband  has  wrote  to  me ;  he 
is  living  and  well,  and  a  great  man.    It 
is  what  I  ffaould  have  guefied,  as  a  fpec- 
tator  only  of  the  pleafure  he  has  given 
you*  faid  he,  and  I  rejoice  in  your  joy* 
I'll  aflure  you,  fifter ;  but  now  the  quef- 
tion  will  be,  faid  I,  whether  I  fhall  go 
ever  to  Antigua  to  him  ?  that,  replied 
he,  I  am  not  able  to  fay,  till  I  have  firft 
heard  what  inducements  you  may  have 
to  the  voyage;  Why?  I  tsll  you  brother, 
_  faid  I,,  he  has  got  plantations,,  and  flocks* 
and   negroes,  and   fuch   things   as  you 
would  be  amazed  at,   and  is  to  be  a. 
counfellor,,  and  I  can't  remember  a  quarter: 
Of  it. 

A  counfellor!  faid  my  brother;  Is  he 

Qualified  for  a  counfellor?  why  he's  qua- 

ied  for  any  thingr  you  fee  brother* 

lfwered  I,  he  is  fo  vaftly  rich ;  and— 

Ird !  I  wifh  my  fifter  had  done,  that 

might  fee  what  he  is  ; — and  he  fays* 

3uft  live  there  like  any  dutchefs  in  Eng- 

1,  and  bring  over  vaft  fine  clothes  with 

L — Nay ,.  captain,  what's  his  name,  in 

^letter,  he  lays,,  is  to  give  me  as  much 

ey  as  ever  as  I  will,,  tafet  me  our. — 

G  5  WeUl 
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Well!  if  is  the  moft  loving  creature  furot 
-^-a  body  can  never  do  enough  for  fuck 
a  man— my  fitter  will  never  have  done,  I 
think.— 1  long  for  you  to  read  it,  brother. 
—AH  the  matter  will  be,  when  I  am  to 
go— rHave  not  you  done  yet?  fifter~- 
*  I  am  confidering,  my  dear,  faid  fhe, 
how  this  cafe  ftands— blefs  me,  laid  I,  the 
cafe  is  as  plain  as  the  nofe  in  one's  face** 
I  am  to  go  and  partake  of  his  grandeur*— 
and  now  the  cafe  is,  How  foon  ? — It  is 
not  plain  yet  to  me,  replied  my  fifter,  that 
you  need  to  go  at  all — Why  ?  where  are 
your  eyes,  your  fenfes  ?  faid  I,  don't  he 
ihvite  me  over? — Nay,  the  poor  dear 
Ibul  can't  have  the  leaft  peace  till  I 
come — It  might  be  the  death  of  him 
fhpuld  I  refufe  him. 

Turning  then  to  my  brother,  I  fhould 
have  heard  from- Mm  long  enough  ago, 
faid  I,  but  poor  toan  he  had  miftakj 
my  direftions — Well!  it  waa  the  moft 
Fortunate  affair  in  the  world,  that  he 
ever  found  them  again,  or  we  might 
never  have  had  a  chance  for  meeting 
more :  then  he  has  fouhd  them  now,  faid 
my  brother — and  by  the  meereft  cafualty 
in  all  nature  too,  faid  I;  for  happening  to 
be  looking  over  fome  old  mufty  papers, 
there  he  fpied  them  \  good  lack!  faid  my 

brother* 
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are  forgetful,  or  aft  not  with  prudential 

By  tkil  time,  o»y  fitter  having  finiflied 
the  letter;  and  delivered  it  over  to  my 
brother's  peruial,  my  tongue,  that  had 
law*  ftili  fcarcc  a  pnoment  fince  I  had  been 
v*Uh  tbem,  applied  itficlf  again  to  my 
filler,  for her  advice,  how  I  (hould  beft 
prepare  myfelf  for  my  voyage. 
'  Look'ce!  fifter,  faid  ihe,  if  my  fen- 
timents  may  at  all  prevail  with  you,  they 
are  for  your  ftaying  at  home. — I  would 
h&ve  you  write  to  my  brother  by  the  re- 
turn of  captain1  Boy ce;  inform  him  of 
your  life,  and  health,  your  defire  for  his 
coming  home  to  you,  and  that  you  think, 
he,  having  acquired  fo  handfome  a  for- 
tune already,  need  not  he  fblKcitous  for 
more :  far  that,  with  what  you  have 
ready  for  him  here,  both  together,  will 
amount  to  near  the  (urn  he  requires. 

I  hate  to  hear  toy  body  (late  other 
folk's  cafes,  as  if  neither  chemfelves,  or 
any  one  elfe  had  an  intereft  m  them,  faid 
l»>why-?  if  his  mind  isf  fet  upon  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  can  any  body  make 
mc  believe,  that  for  a  few  words  of  mine, 
he  will  return  without  it  ? 

You  are  to  «ry,  laid;  my  fifter,  what 
G  6  „         may 
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may  be  done  by  a  letter,  before  you  ven* 
ture  to  expofe  yourfelf  to  the  mercy  of 
to  unfettlcd  an  element  as  the  fea,  wherein 
if  you  Ihould  be  cad  away,  where  then 
will  be  all  your  hopes  of  your  hufband  ?" 

I  begged  her  not  to  terrify  me  with 
fuch  dreadful  thoughts,  for  if  every  evil, 
attendant  upon  the  moft  innocent  a<ftion 
in  life,  was  to  be  realized,  no  one  would 
be  able  to  undertake  any  thing. 

When  my  brother  had  read  the  ktter, 
he  was  fully  of  my  filter's  opinion,  that 
my  hufband,  having  $0  much  already* 
and  wanting  but  to  extend  rt  to  a  deter- 
minate fum,.  would  make  no  fcruple  of 
forthwith  fettling  his  effe&s,  and  return- 
ing to  me,  could  he  but  be  fore  that  what 
I  pofiefied,  would  fo  nearly  compleat  the 
film  required  by  him* 

I  could  gladly  have  been  perfuaded  of 
that :  for  1  had  ever  f  an  averfion  to  the 
water ;  though,  in  my  then  way  of  think- 
ing* I  could  have  van  both  through  that 
and  the  fire  too,  to  have  gained  my  huf- 
band by  it;  but  not  being  able  to 
ftibmit  to  their  arguments,  and  the  feat 
©f  protrafting  the  time  of  our  meeting* 
inmt  ceflarily,  in  cafe  he  ftiould  infill  upon 
tailing  the  fum  mentioned  by  him,  pre- 
Tailing  over  every  other  coofideration,  I 
3  plainly 
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plainly  proclaimed  my  fears,  and  alio  my 
fixed  resolution  for  departing  to  him. 

My  good  fifter,  ftill  willing  to  detain 
me,  but  perceiving  that  her  reafonings 
only  would  be  too  weak  for  the  purpofe^ 
my  dear,  faid  fhe,  with  Mr,  Godlyman*s 
leave,  you  fhall  write  to  my  brother,  that 
having  had  a  run  of  good  fortune  alfo 
fince  he  left  you,  you  hope  he  will  con- 
cern himfelf  no  longer  about  money  get- 
ting abroad,  but  difpofe  of  his  affairs  in 
the  fpeedieft  manner,  and  return  to  you  * 
where,  as  he  has  fixed  his  ambition  to  a 
particular  number  of  thoufands,  between 
twenty  and  thirty  of  yhich  he  already 
pofleffes,  you  will,  upon  his  return  ta 
you,*  make  up  the  forty  to  him,  let  the 
deficiency  be  what  it  will;  Fll  engage  for 
it,  that  if  ever  he  intends  to  come  over, 
this  will  fetch  him. 

I  hope,  my  dear,  feid  my  brother,  that 
you  take  not  me  for  a  pope,  that  carrdifc 
penfe  with  my  fifter  for  writing  fueh  a 
falfity  to  her  hufband,  by  your  faying,  by 
my  leave,  ftie  fhall  write  fo  and  fo  to 
Kim.  No,  no,  faid  my  fifter,  I  took  you. 
for  no  fiach  perfbn,  in  the  fenfeyoq  apply 
to  it ;  though  for  one  no  lefs  infallible^ 
according  to  my  own  interpretation  of 
my  meaning.    As  how?  pray,  faid  my 

brother  j 
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bsotf>en  why  rcpl^fhfo ;  n^fifter -\m 
but  tep  thpui^nd"  pwf>d$*  y$&  wfl 
Jcave  a  de&ipi^y  *  ip;  the .  foi^jf^ifsd  -9 
bus  with  youjf  leave,  ^e;  will  make  that 
deficiency  up  to  her,,  lot  it  be  v^hat  k 
will. 

.  I  ftar^pxm&ed,  fa$  wy  brother,  and 
^flc  pardon  for ;  my  ftafty  j  udgrnpnt  *  a#4 
as  to  the  matter,  ap  you  ftate  it,  be  it  a? 
you  propofe.  ; 

Never  was  ^  more  fpeedy  traqfujq? 
from  QJ19,  refolution  to  #s  pppofite,.  that 
in,  jheeaie  now  before  us :  far  icarce  ba4 
$e  words  fpua4cd  m.njy  e^r^,  \&f<m M 
tl^ugtits  qf  jwy  voyage  we  vaoift^d*  \ 
KiiTed  and  thanked  them  bQth  a  thouftmd 
times  over,  declaring  wfcat  new  life  they 
had  put  into  me,  fince  I  appre^Cf»^4 
my.  failing  might  he  fp^red  me ;  fpr  $h#, 
upon  no  other  account  whatever,  wotfW 
I  h^ye  attempted  to  traverse  the  opean, 
than  of  meeting  my  de*r  hufh^nd  thqre. 
Having  laid  afids  my  voys^e,  I  grew 
quite  reftlefs  fgr  a  fight  of  cap^fu^Boyce, 
who  mufl:  undoubtedly  b?  acquajjtfgd  wjtfc 
my  hufband,  by  the  cppimiffion  he  wa$ 
intruded  with  to  me;  and  though  I  had 
heard  as  much  of  my  hufband's  affairs  as 
I  well  could,  from  his  letter,  yet  that, 
qr  ten  times  more  under  his  own  hapd  in 

writing, 
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vttiting,  vmM  not  prove  fo  fatisfaftory 
to  ms  as  a  long  conference  with  the  cap- 
tain*  to  whom;  J.coyl&pq*  what  queftions 
X  pleafed,  and  ocqafioftally  vary  them  from 
hb  anfwer*.  I  wanted  to  know  how  the 
country  agreed  with  Mr.  Rich  would* 
whether  it  had  changed  his  complexion 
from^  the  fair  I  remembered  him,  to  a 
brown  hue,  and  to  what  degree;  whether 
he  was  fo  Aim  me  as  when  I  left  him,  or 
grown  more  corpulent  and  btiFley  3  with 
a  million  of  other  queries*  I  had:  to  pro* 
pofe,  as  they  fhovild  arrive  at  the  ftage  of 
my  curiofity -,  fci  that  I  could  pbtaU*  no 
peace  to  my  mind*  till  I  fhould  fee  him* 
I  difclofed  my  difcontent  tq  my  brother 
and  filler,  who  would  fain  have  diffuaded 
me  from  fueh  an  attempt,  as  a  trifling 
uiquifitivenefe,  which  would  anfwer  but 
very  little  purpofe,  and  occasion  me 
an  abundance  of  fatigue  and  expence? 
but  all  that  could  be  urged  to  the  con-* 
trary  would  not  rein  in  the  violence  of 
my  appetite,  for  the  darling  enjoyment  I 
promifcd  ptiyfelf  from  k :  befides  which, 
thovJgh#  it  would  have  favoured  of 
an  over  vanity*  had  I  acquainted  mjl 
brother  and  fifter  with  my  conje&ure,  I 
could  not*  perfuade  myfelf,'but  that  as  I 
had  no  mean,  opinion  of  my  own  perfon 

and 


and  beauty;  fo  neither  would  the  capfi&f 
whofe  report  of  me  to  Mr.  Rich  would* 
who,  in  fo  many  years,  might  have  eon* 
cehred  a  wrong  idea  of  me,  might  itytt 
.heighten  his  inclination  for  my  fociety, 
and  prove  a  more  acote  fpur  to  his  re- 
turn, than  any  other  motive  whatsoever. 

For  all  the  above  reafons,  and  for  i^ 
finite  others  that  I  could  have  muttered* 
in  failure  of  thefe,  I  took  a  place  in  the 
Gloucefter  ftage  for  London  ;  but  never 
having  been  in  that  city  for  more  than  a 
few  days,  juft  after  my  firft  marriagei 
when  my  head  was  far  otherwife  occupied! 
than  in  remarking  upon  the  places  and 
things  that  there  offered  tame;  I  wasai/1 
abfolute  a  ftranger  to  the  ftreets,  wiytf 
and  methods  in  practice  there,  a»  if  I  had 
*  pafied  my  whole  life  in  the  Indies :  fo  « 
that  knowing  one  of  my  fitter's  maids  tt  } 
have  been  born  and  bred  at  London,  i 
defired  the  favour  of  my  fitter,  that  lhe 
might  attend  me  thither.  [ 

My  fitter  complied  verjr readily ;  whe» 
my  brother,  who  fat  by,  faying,  that  fromr 
his  beft  remembrance  of  London,  at 
maid  would  fcarce  be  a  proper  perfon  t& 
fend  of  meflages,  or  for  feveral  other 
matters  that  I  might  have  occafion  for  y 
recommended  to  me  alfo  the  taking  a 

mat* 
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man  fervant  with  me,  when  I  fhould  be 
iuited,  at  all  adventures. 

I  purpofed  to  have  anfwcred  my  Euf- 
band's  letter  when  I  fhould  be  come  to 
London ;  but  my  fifter  wifhrng  for  a 
fight  of  it  before  it  was  fent,  I  fat  down, 
and  anfwered  it  before  my  journey;  a 
true  copy  whereof  I  fhall  in  the  next  place 
prefent  my  readers  with. 

Mrs.  MaryRichwovld,  to  Mr* 
George  Richwould. 

Dear  Mr.  Richwould, 
fT^HE  morning  fun,  after  the  horror 
J  of  an  impenetrable  darknefs,  to  a 
bewildered  traveller,  could  not  flufii  him 
with  that  inexplicable  gladnefs  of  heart, 
that  your's,  by  captain  Boyce,  traniported 
my  very  foul  with,  after  fo  long  a  fearch 
as  I  had  vainly  made  after  you ;  and  af- 
ter I  had  relinquifhed  even  the  hopes  of 
ever  hearing  from  or  beholding  my  deareft 
huiband  more  5  but  there  can  be  nothing 
itppoflible  to  the,  fuperior  powers,  how- 
ever improbable  it  may  appear  to  our  li- 
mited apprehenfions ;  or  who,  at  our 
parting  from  each  other,  for  want  of  a 
provifion  for  our  maintenance,  could  have 
lulpe£ted  you,  within  the  compafs  of  ten 
years,  to  have  been  matter  of  the  fub- 

flance 
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fiance  you  mentioned  to  me;  or  me  to 
have  been  capable  :of  extending  yours  » 
the;ful|  of  your  ultimate,  wiflies? 

It  is  with  the  fublimeft  delight  tihatl 
pcrufed  the  resolutions  you  had  taken, 
foon  after  your  landing  at  Antigua-,  u 
there  is  nothing  of  benefit  to  our  affairs, 
but  may  be  expe&ed  to  proceed  from  like 
determinations,  voluntarily  enjoined,  and 
heartily  maintained  by  us ;  and  you  fee 
yon  have  profpered  accordingly :  for 
without  thefe,  what  man,  who  fet  out  . 
as  you  did,  ever  Succeeded  in  his  pur- 
.pofe,  to  draw  in  a  rich  widow,  to  thp 
jbequeathing  him  all  that  (he  was  wortM 
.,.  It  is  not  therefore  our  own  policy  or 
forecaft,  that  can  aflure  us  the  yanquift- 
Iment  of  difficulty,  or  conqueft,  in  every 
our  undertakings:  but  it  is  the  fecret 
arm,  a&ing,a$  it  were  behind  the  cur- 
tain, thap  is  ever  at  work,  for  the  mpft 
beneficial  ends,  to  its  true  votaries :  fo 
that  to  this,  I  muft  afcribe  thofe  events, 
that  haye  placed  you  in  fo  fiouriftiinga 
condition. 

Nor  will  Hrnpute  your  advantages.  3II 

wholly  to  your  own  a£l ;  but  3s  I  may,  be 

/faidto  participate  of  your  Helfr  and  bone; 

fo  alfb,  t  hope,  qf  your  fpirittbo:  f^r  J 

nlay 'fey,  that  no  woman  hi?  ever  Beef)  a 

■         '  *  truer 
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truer  penitent  for  all  the  follies  of  my 
byrpaft  ltfe,  or  ftriven  more,  to  convr 
penfate  for  them  by  my  practice  of,  and 
adherence  to,  contrary  principles,  than 
myfelf ;  nor  have  my  endeavours  beep 
lefs  proportionately  fuccefsful,  being  now 
able,  as  I  above  hinted,  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  of  your  worth  to  the  full  fum 
of  forty  thoufand  poynds,  the  fpecifick 
fum  you  &y  you  have  prefcrib^d  to  your* 

fclf- 

If  thpp>  my  beloved  hufband,  inftead 
of  drawing  me  over  the  ocean,  of  which 
J;  am  in  no  light  meafure  fearful,  will*  at 
the  petition  of.  his  popr  wife,  difpofe  of 
his  plantation  and  effe#s,  and  haften  hi* 
return  to  England;  as  you  fhall  there  find 
yourfelf  as  opulent  at  your  arrival  tp 
me,  as  without  my  contribution,  the 
drudging  on  there  for  fome  years  longer, 
would  make  you ;  where  can  be,the  dif- 
ference as  to  the  fum  ;  and  we  fhall  have 
the  more  yfearfc  of  life  to  run  together,  in 
the  mutual  enjoyment  of  it. 

I  could  really  wifh  to  be  as  happy,  at 
any  hazard,  as  I  hope  this  paper,  in  your 
pofleffion,  will  foon  be ;  but  fo  that  we 
k  meet,  which  is  all  that  I  crave,  if  it  may 
be  with  your  pleafure,  I  fliall  wifh  it  to  be 
in  England :  though,  however  averfe  from 

my 
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fey  natural  difjiofition  for  the  watery  ele- 
ment, let  but  my  dear  command  it,  his 
loving  wife  will  infcrupuloufly  meet  his 
appointment,  even  at  the  verge  of  the 
whole  earth's  confines. 

I  have  informed  myfelf,  that  you  have 
a  council  amongft  you,  for  the  affairs  of 
your  ifland-,  of  which  number  you  write 
me  you  fhall  foon  be  nominated;  but 
could  you  but  know  how  I  dread  your 
arrival  to  that  honour,  furely,  my  love 
would  decline  it,  left  it  fhould  prove  a 
means,  not  only  of  detaining  you  on  the 
ifland,  but  more  pleafurably  too ;  fof  it 
will  be  hard  for  a  man  to  fhift  places, 
even  from  worfe  to  better,  where  the  lat- 
ter tends,  in  any  fhape,  to  his  debafe- 
ment. 

I  muft  intreat  you,  to  write  me  by  the 
very  firft  (hipping,  when  I  may  hope  to 
joy  over  my  deareft  love,  in  the  poffeffion 
of  his 

Ever-dutiful  wife, 
Mary  Richwould. 
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CHAP.    X. 

Sends  to  captain  Boyce.  Captain  vifits 
Mrs.  Richwould.  Captain's  compli- 
ments, fears  arife.  Refohes  to  vifit 
curiofities  of London,  Captain  forces 
bimfelf  upon  her  to  the  play.  Her 
defcription  of  the  play-houje.  Cap- 
tain's behaviour  there.  Takes  per 
to  the  R—fe.  Efcapes.  A  further 
flratagem. 

THE  above  having  obtained  my 
brother  and  filter's  approbation, 
I  fet  out  upon  my  journey  the  next  day, 
and,  upon  my  arrival  in  town,  hired  a 
little  apartment  for  myfelf  and  my  fmall 
.family. 

No  fooner  had  I  fettled  myfelf  here, 
than  demanding  of  my  landlord  how  I 
muft  find  out  a  Weft-India  captain,  whom 
I  wanted  to  fpeak  with,  I  was  by  him 
ctirc&ed  to  inquire  at  two  or  three  coffee- 
houfes  that  were  named  to  me.  Thefe  I 
took  down  in  writing;  when  having  now 
fome  fteps  before  me  to  proceed  by,  I  the 
next  morning  fent  out  my  man,  with  in- 
ftrudtions  for  finding  out  captain  Boyce, 
commander  of  the  Sugar  Cane,  (his  veflel 

being 
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being  fo  called)  of  Antigua ;  nor  had  lie 
more  than  two  hours  work,  fbr  obtaining 
a  fight  of  him. 

At  his  return  he  told  me,  that  he  had 
feen  the  captain,  to  whom  he  delivered 
this  mefiage ;  that  I  had  received  the  let- 
ter he  had  brought  me  from  Mr.  Rich- 
would,  the  contents  of  which  had  fetched 
me  to  N  town,  where  I  defrred  he  would 
jrieafe  to  appoint  a  time  and  ptarie  for  my 
waiting  upon  him. 

The  captain,,  madam,  faid  he,  who  is 
one  or  other  the  prettieft  gentleman  I 
ever  faw  in  my  life,  aflced  me  if  I  wjft 
your  fervaat,  feeing  me  in  livery.  I  fold 
Mm  I  was-,  prefent  my  dtjty  to  ydiff 
lady,  faid  he,  and  let  her;know  that  rty 
lodging  being  too  remote  for  her  to  take 
the  trouble  of  coming  to,  I  will  wak 
upon  her  at  her's  about  four  o'clock  to- 
morrow after  nbon-,  and  isnthe  meanthafe 
?pay  her,  for  me,  my  moft  humble  te- 
fpe£te. ;  .'  -  ' 

He  then  faid,  that  the  captain  made  a 
note  of  my  lodgings,  and  after  giyiflg 
him  a  couple  of  glafies  of  fuch  noble  mrtl, 
a*  he  sever  in  his  lift  before  had  taftcd, 
hefeft  him.  !   ^ 

If  is  wot  tobe  preftwwd,  but  my  ntftM 
and  I  had  buiinefs  enough  upon  oar 

liands, 
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handis,  ih  n6t  titilf  thy  drefling  but  her 
owii  (for  I  chbfe  to  have  her  alfo'without 
tfcttptidii'!  firifce  ndthing  more  credits  i 
flliflrefa;  thSri \i  $dtfteel  and  well  habited 
fetvantj  ind\then;  fir  putting  evefy  flrfhg; 
altout  my'ltfdgitfg  in  print,  for  the  re- 
ception bf  my  hmuand's  frienck  the  cap- 

;°  J^lik^lfe  cdlle^ed  many  qdefftoni 
to!  kik  of  hirti,-f  nfiiny  lpeiiches  to  make 
to1  him,  'ahil !  had  praoifed  'before  'my 
glafe  irtany  of  the  moflr  becoming  airs 
mat  I  could  fiifpeft  might  ingratiate  nii 
ttt f  his  good  opfnton :  for  my  heart  w& 
?o  criving,  jafter| b& pfeartfrgly  reprcfent^ 
iii^'me  tp.my  hiilbaod,  as  to  have  con- 
firmed niy '  belief,  that  tfhhi;  wbuld  prate 
one  of  the  4x10ft  forcible  incentives,  to  his 
acC0r4it)g'  to  my  epiftolary  refpc&s,  4nd 
lijs  TpttSitt  tkurn  to  :me. 
\[  Much  about1  the  hour  preappointed 
fcaftie  'the  captain  -,  he  was  a  very  young 
gentleman,  fcarce  five  arid  twenty  i  bin 
by  his  behaviour,  fo  contrary  to  many 
yrhom  t  have  fince  converted' with  of  his 

M'eflfoil,  tbfat  it  was  apparent  t6  me  hfe 

.cation.  ,  ]   ,,.,    , 

*  u^elte^im'ented  each  other  firft,  m 
Ae^nfHthner  of  fttetagert  *  till,  by  degrees* 
'    ''  \  becoming 
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becoming  more  and  more  familiar,  we 
were  very  facetious  together ;  nor  by  the 
eafy  and  free  manner  of  our  converfation, 
could  I  fufpeft,  but  our  correfpondence 
was  to  the  full  as  fatisfa&ory  to  him,  as 
to  myfelf.  Amongft  other  difcourfeof 
my  hufband,  I,  protefting  I  would  give 
the  world  for  a  fight  of  him ;  Madam, 
replied  he,  Mr.  Richwould *  I  can  pro- 
mise you,  would  be  no  ways  behind  in  his 
donation,  would  that,  without  more  do- 
ing, procure  him  the  happinefs  of  your 
company:  for  believe  me,  I  have  been 
a  witneis  to  the  many  fighs  he  has  dis- 
charged, when  confidering  the  diftancc 
between  you  -9  and  again,  when  he  feared 
you  might  be  dead,  he  would  be  per- 
teftly  mopifh  for  a  time. 

O  captain,  faid  he,  when  I  left  him, 
added  the  captain  Boyce ;  find  her  if 
poffible.  Send  the  letter  as  directed,  to 
jgive  her  notice  firft,  that  1  am  living, 
and  then  where  to  apply  to  yon  for  fur- 
ther knowledge  of  me;  and"  if,  by  the 
time  that  your  hurry  of  bufinefsis  a  little 
Over,  you  hear  nothing  of  her ;  as  you 
love  and  refpeft  me,  make  the  journey 
yourfelf  to  her  fitter's,  to  inquire'  afte)- 
her;  nor  leave  the  moft  difficult  courfe 
ynattempted,  fpr  procuring  a  %ht  of 

heri 
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her,  for  I  fhallefteem  no  charge  too  great, 
for  your  reimburfement,  and  gratification. 
Nor  will  the  fight  of  her,  I  dare  fay, 
prove  difagreeablc  to  yourfelf,  faid  he, 
added  the  captain ;  unlefs  fhe  is  much  al- 
tered fince  I  left  her  behind  me :  for  if 
riot,,  fhe  will  exhibit  to  you  a  fine  woman. 

An  hufband,  frequently,  fees  more  in  the 
lady  he  loves,  fir,  faid  I,  than  mod:  others 
can  :  as  alfo  does  he  that  diflikes  :  this,  a 
deficiency  in  what  fhe  really  enjoys,  and 
that,  an  abundance  of  what  fhe  merits 
not ;  but  nothing  is  more  fubjeft  to  change, 
than  female  faces,  from  infinite  unfought 
accidents;  ten  years  time  makes  a  far 
greater  alteration  in  us,  than  in  the  men  ; 
as  no  doubt,  but  he  will  find  in  me,  upon 
the  experiment. 

Madam,  replied  the  captain,  there  are 
alterations  for  the  better,  as  well  as  for  die 
worfe,  and  I  am  confcious  yours  muft 
have  been  of  the  former  kind.  In  that* 
rny  good  friend  fpeaking  of  you  from  a 
!  by  pafl  recolle&ion  i  though  he  feemed  to 
admire  you  as  a  woman,  yet,  had  he  but 
left  you  as  you  now  appear  to  me,  I  am 

p     perfuaded  he  muft  have  deified  you  to 

|    me. 

i         No  one  fpeech  that  can  accoft  a  woman's 

I       Vol.  II.      ■         H  ears 
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cars  (fave  obfcenity)  will  fooner  draw  the 
Colour  into  her  cheeks,  than  extolling  her 
6wn  beauty,  by  the  other  fek  ;  there  go- 
ing a  confcioufnefe  along  jvith  thq  found, 
of  the  defirablehefs  of  the  party  com* 
mended.  The  vefy  idea  Whereof  fpreads 
a  dye' over  the  part  approved,  by  way  of 
check,  to  all  impure  imprefflons  from  it. 

Whether  it  wis  from  the  above  (Rei- 
fied, Or  from  whatever  other  motive,  I 
know  not;  but  though  my  own  eyes  could 
hot  behold  it,  I  was  as  fenfible  as  my 
glafs  could  have  rendered  *pe,  that  I  had 
jput  on  a  fcarlet  hue  ;  my  cheeks  burning 
like  Coals  of  fere  $  hdr  could  I  permit  the 
Captain  to  pafs  without  reply,  left  he 
fhould  have  taken  my  taciturnity,  for  an 
affent  to  his  compliment :  fo  that  recover- 
ing myfelf ;  with  a  fmile,  Sir,  faid  1,  by 
the  extravagance  of  your  flights,  had  I  met 
you  Under  any  other  character,  *than  as  a 
fneffefiger  from  my  hufband,  I  fhould 
have  fufpe<5ted  a  lover  in  ycu-,  but  you 
gentleriien,  who  have  an  unreftrained 
fluency  of  words  at  your  command,  com- 
hibrtly  brace  them  up  dven  to  exagge- 
ration, when  you  believe  you  may  delight 
us  filly  women  by  them. 

I  muft  therefore  in  treat  you*  to  repre- 

fent 
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fentme  to  my  hufband  at  your  return, 
both  in  perfon  and  affe&ion  to  Jbc  the  very 
woman  he  left  me;  fave  that  I, abound 
with  fo  infatiable  an  inclination  for  his  re- 
turn, as  nothing  but  his  prefeaqe  can 
abate. 

In  fhort*  he  flayed  t^a  with  me,  and 
hoped  he,  (hould  have  the  plcafure  of  my 
company  home  with  him ;  for  that  he 
fhould  not  tarry  more  than  three  weeks, 
before  he  fhould  fet  fail  again,  and  mightily 
preffed  it  upon  me,  how  anxious  Mr. 
jRichwould  was  for  my  coming  over ;  but 
tQ  nit  this,  and  much  more  to  the  like 
tendance,  I :  made  no  pofitive  reply  ;  but 
kept  him  in  fufpence  therein  j  for  that  by  , 
Several  parts  of  ;his  behaviour,  and  fome 
Speeches,,  obfeured  by  the  dophle  entendre, 
I  gnew  doubtful,  whether  my  ifailor  held 
rhe  greater  affection  for  his  friend,  or  his 
friend's  lady. 

However,  I  chofe  not  to  (hew  my  fuf- 
picion,  left  (had  I  affronted  him,  as  muft 
have  proved  the  cafe  upon  his  explanations 
to  ipe)  from  fpme  malicious  turn  in  my 
disfavour jj  he  might  divert  my  hpfband!s 
inclination  from --me  :  fo  th^t  not  feeming 
to  fee,  I  could  not, be  expected  to  cenfure  •, 
and  after  a  vifit  of  full  three  hours  he  left 
H  2  mej 


\ 


C  us  J 

me  *  but  not  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  com- 
pany by  far,  as  I  had  promifed  myfelf  I 
fhould  be. 

Not  exprefling  the  leaft  inclination  for 
a  repetition  of  the  captain's  vifit,  I  was  in 
hopes  I  Ihould  have  feen  no  more  of  him, 
unlefs  he  might  call  near  the  time  of  his 
departure,  to  give  me  notice  to  be  ready 
for  him,  in  expedition  of  my  taking  my 
paflage  with  him. 

Having  compleated  the  neceffary  call 
that  I  had  to  town,  I  purpofed  to  pafs 
away  a  month  there,  not  only  that  I  might 
be  able  to  join  in  any  conversion,  upon 
the  remarkable  things,  and  places  there  * 
but  become  fomewhat  acquainted  with  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  it :  fo  that  feeking 
a  familiarity  with  my  landlord's  daughter, 
a  very  well  bred  and  agreeable  companion 
for  me,  I  purpofed  with  her  to  ftroll 
daily,  from  place  to  place,  till  we  had  feen 
all  that  would  be  worthy  my  notice. 

I  invited  her  to  tea  with  me  the  next 
day,  and  there  informing  her  of  my  defire, 
in  cafe  (he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  accom- 
pany me;  flie  readily  embraced  the  motion, 
and  we  appointed  the  next  morning  for 
our  outfet.  Having  then  fe^n  every  «.  ;ng 
about  the  tower,  which  was  the  firft  place 

we 
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we  attempted,  we  returned  before  dinner 
time,  intending  for  a  play  in  the  even- 
ing. 

I  was  greatly  delighted  in  the  fociety  of 
this  young  lady:  for  that  (he  having  vifited 
the  tower  before,  was  not  only  able  to 
point  out  to  me  things  there,  that  I  fhould 
have  paffed  over  in  the  multitude,  regard* 
lefly  •,  but  when  we  came  home,  to  recapi- 
tulate the  feveral  parts  of  the  fcenes  we 
bad  been  prefent  at,  which  impreffed  them 
the  more  laftingly  upon  my  memory. 

About  an  hour  before  we  were  to  have 
taken  coach  for  the  play,  came  my  cap- 
tain, whom  I  could  by  no  means  have  ex- 
pe&ed.  He  now  accoftcd  me  with  all  the 
freedom  of  an  old  acquaintance,  and  down 
he  fat  •,  but  though  I  chofe  not  to  be 
guilty 'of  rudenefs  to  him,  for  fear  of  the 
mifchief  to  arife  from  him  with  my  huf- 
band,  I  would  not  forbear  telling  him, 
that  I  was  forry  he  had  given  himfelf  the 
trouble  of  calling  that  afternoon,  for  that 
I  was  under  an  engagement  for  the  play, 
with  a  young  lady  of  my  acquaintance. 

The  very  diverfion,  fair  lady,  faid  he, 

that  I  was  in  hopes  you  would  pfermit  me 

to  wait  upon  you  to.     I  came  purpofely 

\tith  that  view,  nor  can  any  thing  be  more 

H  3  apropos : 
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apropos*2:  Btit  are  you  for  the  boxes  or 
pit  ?  madatri,  faid  -he ;  beeaufe  as  fome 
ladies  cfroofe  one,  fome  the  other,  the 
time  of  our  going  muft  be  regfcfttedby 
that :  fbr  if  you  defign  fbr  the  fbrtner,  an 
hour  or  two 'hence  will  be  foot*  endQgh  $ 
but  for  the  latter,  ir  matters  hot  How  foea 
we  art  moving. 

*  I  was  fo  confounded  at  the  iiripertiAen<& 
of  the  man,  ^and'af  his<  dialeQr  of  pitfrand 
boxes,  that  I  knew-  ndt  -t^liat  anfiver  fo  -re* 
turn-  fiirh  :  for  what'eitBfefc: wa&y  or  wWcH 
wasbwier,  or' %6^ft  thatti4  otf^rj  was^no 
wayfc  inmyir&ybfthihWri^;  Burfwfflfed 
from  my  heart,  that  I  had  ndmihated' fome 
other  place  that  I  was  going  to,  rathe* 
than  the  play,  that  I  might,  if  poffibte* 
have  fhffted  him  off. 

He  then*  renewing  his  requeft,  I  aft  a 
tjenture  replied,  the  pit  •,  when  he  defired 
my  fervant  might  call  a  coach:  for  that 
the* /boner  w£  w^e  there,  the  better  place 
We'  ffiduld  have. 

By  this  time  mifs  came  in  to  me  ;  when 
the  captain  accofting  her,  they  two  fell 
into  a  regular"  difiertarion  upon  plays, 
company,  aftors,  and  fuch  a  parcel  of 
ilames  they  had  for  perfons  and  things,  as 
I  could  by  np  means  chime  in  withvWf 
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glad  I  was  that  mifs  was  come,  and  that 
the  whole  conference  was  held  between 
them,  as  it  releafed  me  from  abundance  of 
impertinence,  that  I  dreaded,  upon  fight 
of  captain  Bpyce. 

Our  coach  waiting  us,  we  went  to  the, 
play  •,  though  mifs  infilled  jupon  it;s  being 
a  full  hour  too  early  •,  nor  would  the  firft 
mufick  begin  before  that  time:  but  the 
gentleman  carrying  it,  away  we  went; 
for  as  to  my  part*  knowing  nothing  of 
tfie  matter,  I  ftood  wholly  ncfujter. 

I  eiqjefted .to  h^ye  feea  ^  very  6jje 
pl*g?>  &  1  ba&heajd  it  r?pr#ej^;y>;  i#e ; 

,  jpitdQQj;  tQ  us,*  th?n,  tcr  h^ed^pj lfit y\ tp 
m  ^flepbly  Qt  the  gayefl^cox^^y  4>out 
the  town  ;  when,  to  my  abundant  aftonifti- 
mentj  we  entered  into  a  vaft  dark  area, 
with  here  and  there  a  glimmering  un- 
fnuffed  taper,  thinly  difperfed  ahojut  the  fides 
qf  it ;  but  indeed  unlefs  we  had  h^d  more 
company,  it  would  have  been  little  worth 
while  to  have  afforded  us  more  light :  for 
we  were  the  only  perfbns  to  be  feen  in 
the  houfe,  all  around  us*  fave  a  few  fleep- 
ing  fervan;s  in  livery,  who  feemed  by  their 
fituation,  to  have  been  placed  in  a  fphere 
above  us.  Nor  yet,  could  we  fay  that  we 
H  4  were 
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were  wholly  alone :  for  that  over  our 
beads  we  heard  a  humming,  and  now  and 
then  loud  voices  of  living  animals. 

I  was  fo  horribly  vexed  at  the  dilap- 
pointment  I  had  received,  that  I  heartily 
•wifhed  my felf  at  home  again  •,  nor  though 
the  captain  and  mifs  had  both  talked 
of  the  play  beginning  by  and  by  ;  could 
I  conceive  it  would  recompenfe  me  for 
my  tedious  confinement,  to  the  difmai 
ftation  1  was  then  in ;  nor  why  we  fliould 
all  be  fuch  fools,  to  cleft  that  frightful 
region,  preferably  to  other  people,  could 
I  lor  the  heart  of  me  imagine;  but  time, 
the  difclofer  of  the  fecret  workings  of  the 
human  bread,  in  lefs  than  an  hour  fully 
apprized  me,  of  the  intent  of  our  fo  early 
appearance. 

As  the  robber,  fo  the  lover  too,  it's  faid, 
delights  in  the  twilight ;  and  o*  my  con- 
fcience,  our  light  was  lefs  than  that ;  nor 
would  the  captain  have  made  an  ill  ufe  of 
it,  had  but  I  been  like  minded  with  him- 
felf :  for  not  many  minutes  from  feating 
ourfelves  had  dipt  away,  before  fnatiching 
my  hand  in  his  (for  he  had  fquatted  him- 
iclf  down  between  mifs  and  -me)  he  be- 
gan to  fquceze  it,  as  in  tranfport ;  then 
clapping  it  to  his  bofom,  and  preffing  it 

there, 
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there,  he  drew  it  half  way  to  meet  his 
lips,  and  faluted  it. 

My  indignation  was  fo  lively  at  this 
piece  of  downright  brothelry,  that  though 
I  feared  to  irritate  him  to  an  enemy,  yet 
his  behaviour  to  me  was  intolerable  •,  but 
as  I  was  full  proof  againft  his  ftratagems 
to  my  difhonour,  and  as  a  few  hours  muft 
feparate  us,  I  paffed  by  not  only  this,  but 
far  greater  indignities,  before  we  quitted 
the  houfe :  for  upon  feveral  of  the  tran- 
fa&ions  in  the  play,  he  would  make  al- 
lusions fo  unbecoming  a  chafte  ear,  that 
my  whple  ftrength  was  exerted,  to  fup- 
port  me  under  them. 

I  held  out,  however,  during  the  play, 
and  glad  I  was  that  I  fhould  foon  be  re- 
leafed  from  him ;  but  he  had  (till  another 
game  to  play,,  when  I  thought  the  cards 
had  been  thrown  up :  for  leading  me  out 
of  the  houfe,  and  mifs  following  us,  he 
took  me  into  a  tavern  at  hand,  which  I 
judged  to  be  a  part  of  the  play  houfe,  and 
led  me  into  a  room  there;  whilft  I  be- 
lieving he  was  conducting  me  to  the  coach, 
as  readily  followed  him,  as  if  we  had  been 
before  hand  agreed  upon  it. 

At  our  entering  the  room,  mifi  who 

had  followed  us,  zutfl  knew  more  of  the 

W  a  matter 
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matter  than  I  did,  trembled,  and  looked 
fo  pale,  as  to  create  me  abundance  of 
concern  for  her.  My  dear  mifi^  faid  I, 
are  you  well  ?  Yes,  fhe  faid,  fhe  was?  well  j 
— batr-but  what  ?  faid  I,  child— Has  any 
thing  happened  to  ruffle  you  ?  fhe  was 
very  cautious  of  fpcaking  out  •,  till  the 
Captain  ftepping  up  to  the  bar,  to  order  ill 
fomewhat  for  our  drinking  ; 

Dear  madam,  faid  fhe,  is  that  gentle- 
man of  your  particular  acquaintance  ?  no 
truly  !  faid  I,  the  firft  time  that  I  ever  faw 
him,  was  two  days  ago,  when  he  brought 
me  armeffege  from  my  hufband/who  is 
abroad;  and  indeed  1  I  little  expe&ed  hirfi 
again  to-day.  Why  ?  madaiti,  faid  fhe, 
1  hope  you  will  excufe  me—  ;  but— this 
is  one  of  the  rankeft  bawdyhoufes  in  town 
—I  would  not  be  feen  here  by  any.orte 
who  knows  me,  for  the  world-Mny  ^repd- 
tation  will  be  gone  for  ever.    ■, 

That  never  fhall  it  be  upon  my  account, 
aflbre  yourfelf,  mifs,  faid  I.  You  are  feff- 
fible,  I  am  but  a  ftranger  in  town^  and 
khow  nothing  of  thefe  places ;  but  am  in- 
finitely obliged  to  you  for  the  hint*  fince 
you  may  depend  upon  it,  now  I  am  ap- 
prized of  it,  this  fhall  be  no  long  abiding 
place  for  either  of  uMl 
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1  liavcc  had  fome  caufe  before  now^  to 
be  cautious  of  this  gentleman's  behaviour, 
laid  I,  and  wherever  I  fufpe&  a  danger, 
I  am  upon  ray  guard  dgainft  it •,  but  who 
could  have  imagined  this  ?  however,  I  am 
not  at  liberty  altogether  to  refent  his  ufage 
to  me ;  for  realbns  I  will  inform  you  of 
at my  lodgings  -9  or  elfe,  I  (hould  tear  the 
throat  of  fuen  a  villain  out,  as  fhould  at- 
tempt an  attack  upon  my  virtue. 

By  this  time,  the  captain  returning  to 
us  •,  ladies,  faid  he,  I  have  ordered  in  9 
glafs  of  wine  for  oup  refrelhment,  after  fo 
tedious  a  tarry  in  the  houfe,  with  a  cold 
chicken  and  ham,  in  order  the  better  to 
rclifh  it,  and  the  waiter  is  ftept  up  to  fet 
a  room,  to  rights  for  us,  where  we'll  fit 
for  a  while,  and  regale  ourfelves,  and  then 
think  of  our  return  home. 

I  was  fo  ftruck,  after  the  repdrt  mift 
had  made  me  of  the  houfe,  at  hearing  him 
talk  of  our  going  up  flairs,  that  I  had  no 
power  for  replying,  on  tht  fudden,  to  him. 
This,  mift  perceiving,  blefs  me  fir,  ,faicj 
flie,  my  father  will  think  me  k>flv  fhould 
I  flay  longer  than  he  may  reafonabry  ex* 
peft  me*  to  <lo,  afterthe  play  Is  over.  I 
would  not  upon*  any  account  go  up,  or 
cat  here  %  but  as  you  tfaa  pleafed  to  fay 
H  6  you 


"m 


1 


(  >5«  ] 

you  had  ordered  a  glafs  of  wine*  I  would 
not  be  fo  rude  as  not  to  tafte  it. 

Boyce,  as  1  could  readily  perceive, 
fnapt  at  this  fpcech  of  miffes,  as  die  omen 
mod  promiffory  of  fuccefs  to  his  defigns, 
that  could  cafually  have  happened ;  and 
^inftantly  calling  the  waiter,  ordered  him 
to  call  a  coach  for  that  lady ;  th|p, 
madam,  faid  he  to  me,  I  will  but  juft  put 
this  lady  into  her  coach,  and  wait  upon 
you  up  Hairs. 

The  very  idea  of  up  flairs,  in  fuch  an 
houfe  as  that  we  were  in  had  been  repre- 
fented  to  me,  drew  the  blood  into  my 
face,  and  my  refentment  into  my  heart  at 
the  fame  time.  No  fir,  laid  I,  you  muft 
have  a  very  mean  opinion  of  me,  to  fup- 
pofe  I  can  take  this  lady  abroad  with  me, 
and  then  not  accompany  her  home  again} 
nor  can  I  fufpeft  my  bufinefs  at  prefent  to 
be  fo  urgent,  as  to  prevent  it ;  therefore 
xnifs,  faid  I,  we  will  go  together. 

Every  part  of  the  captain's  fcheme, 
feeming  now  in  a  fair  way  for  fruflxatioa, 
he  had  ready  a  thousand  arguments  all 
at  work,  preventive  of  my  leaving  him ; 
but  becaufe  I  cared  not  to  charge  him  with 
'  his  apparent  perfidy  to  my  hufband,  and 
projected  abufe  of  me,  I  refrained  from 

them* 
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them,  and  only  infiftcd,  that  (hould  I  be 
guilty  of  fuch  an  unpolitenefs  to  my  com- 

Cnion,  I  could  never  either  look  her  or  • 
r  father  in  the  face  again. 
Having  thus  refolved  upon  going  ; 
Boyce  taking  me  afide,  dear  lady,  faid  he, 
you  may  cxpeft  me  to-morrow  at  four, 
before  which  time  I  will  have  confidered 
of  fome  amufement  we  may  be  preterit  at 
alone,'  without  children  to  break  in  upon 
our  paftime,  who  are  to  be  bound  up  by 
their  parent's  hours. 

I  am  forry,  fir,  that  you  pitched  upon 
to-morrow,  faid  I,  for  I  (hall  be  engaged 
upon  a  party  for  the  whole  day.  Then 
the  next  day,  fair  lady,  (aid  he,  I  will  be 
fure  to  attend  you  at  the  fame  hour ; 
to  which  I  only  courtefied. 

By  this  time,  the  coach  waiting,  the 
Irawer  came  in  to  light  us  to  it ;  when 
>yce  would  infill  upon  feeing  us  home, 
it  mifs  befeeching  him  not  to  do  it,  and 
jging  as  a  reafon,  that  her  father  was 
mod  jealous  man  breathing ;  fo  that 
>uld  (he  return  with  a  gentleman  in  her 
ipany,  (he  fhould  fcarce  ever  hear  the 
of  it :  nor  durft  fhe  have  come  out 
us  two,  had  he  been  at  home ;  he 
ted,  and  after  placing  us  both  in  the 

coach, 


[  i£*  ] 
coach,  under  much  ifegret  flaewn  for  be- 
ing^ obliged  to*  part  with  me,  we  drove 
off.  - 

Scarce  ever  had  I  been  more  thankful 
for  any  efcape  than  for  this,  and  fo  1  told 
mils  y  and  in  our  way,  not  only  explained 
'  fome  things  that  had  paffed  at  his  firft  vifit 
to  me,  but  feveral  that  had  been  un- 
noticed to  her  a$  we  fat  in  the  dark  at  the 
play-houfe  ;  all  which  I  excufed  the  per- 
iniffion  of,  under  the  dread  of  his  tnifre- 
prefenting  me  to  my  hufhand;  nor  blamed 
{he  my  CQdduft  ia  the  lcaft,  (he  fatd :  for 
that  no  one  was  more  fufceptihle  of  refent?- 
ment  than  a  difappoiatcd  lover. 
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Sends  to  her  hufomu^  by  another  band. 
*  Stratagem  to  decide  the  captain. 
Leaves  \f be  town.     A  letter  from 
Mifs  Mafltall.     PiSlure  of  a  con- 
}  founded  lover:   .  Mifs  fends  him  upon 
^f^lqrn  upon  this 

letter  in  01  ouceftsrfliirc*  Mrs.  Rich- 
would^  anfmer. 

TT  was  too  late,  I  thought,  at  our  return 
X*frt>m  the  tavern,  to  fix  upon  any  fet- 
tled rota  of  refleftion  for  that  night ;  but 
no  foofier  had  I  laid  my  head  upon  my 
pillow,  than  the  confufion  of  my  mind, 
all  fuming  up  to  my  brain,  introduced 
ftich  a  train  of  thought  there,  as  upon  re- . 
colleftion  and  recapitulation,  in  the  morn- 
ing, Idetermioed  to  pur  forthwith  into 
practice  i  To  that  rifing  eaflier  than  ufual, 
I  fent  for  Mifs  Maikall  (that  being  the 
young  lady  my  companion's  name)  to 
breakfaft  with  me. 

:  Nlifsy  faid  I,  the  adventures  of  the  laft 
night  <have  wrought  fo  powerfully  upon 
me,  a£r  nbtwithftanding  the  pleafure  I  had 
promifed  myfelf  in  your  fociety,  at  the 
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exhibition  of  many  more  particulars,  moft 
worthy  of  note  in  this  metropolis,  to  have 
determined  me  to  quit  it  to  morrow ;  in 
that,  I  can  fee  nothing  before  me  here, 
whilft  I  remain  fubjeft  to  be  haunted  by 
that  defigning  fellow  captain  Boyce,  but 
uneafinefs  and  mifchief.  Should  I  deny 
myfelf  to  him  whilft  I  remain  in  town,  he 
may,  to  my  hufband,  charge  it  to  mifbe- 
4iaviour  in  me,  in  company  that  I  judged 
improper  to  be  found  in  by  him,  and  may 
blazon  my  chara&er,  in  fuch  a  manner  to 
my  hufband  abroad,  as  that  he  may,  fuf- 
pe&ing  met>f  lewdnefs  in  my  deportment, 
both  flight  and  contemn  me.  Should  I 
admit  him  to  a  freedom  of  communication 
to  me,  I  can  have  no  affurance,  but  at 
feme  unguarded  moment,  he  may  over- 
power and  debauch  me;  which,  in  the 
detefted  place  we  fled  from  laft  night,  had 
I  not  been  forewarned  by  you,  and  had 
been  alone  with  him,  he  might  have  per* 
petratcd ;  fince  every,  both  thing  and  per- 
ion,  in  that  nurfery  of  iniquity,  would 
but,  in  their  feveral  proper  fpheres>  have 
contributed  to  the  accomplifhmeot  of  it 
I  have,  added  I,  a  letter  by  me,  ready 
wrote  to  my  hufband,  which  at  the  cap- 
tain's departure  from  me,  at  his  firft  vifir, 
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I  had-ccrtainly  delivered  to  him,  to 
have  carried  to  my  dear  at  his  return; 
had  I  not  been  prevented  by  my  thorough 
difapproval  of  his  behaviour;  but  what 
has  fince  happened,  hath  confirmed  me 
in  the  opinion,  of  committing  ricither  my- 
felf  or  mine  to  his  dctefted  cuftody. 

What  I  would  beg  then  of  you  mifs, 
added  I,  is  to  prevail  with  your  father, 
who  goes  to  the  exchange  every  day,  to 
inform  himfelf  what  .veflels  (fave  that 
captain  Boyce  commands)  may  be  neareft 
ready  to  fail  to  Antigua;  and  to  defire 
him  to  deliver  my  letter  to  fuch  captain 
as  he  (hall  approve  for  the  certain  con- 
veyance of  it  to  my  hufband:  for  this 
once  executed,  I  (hall  then  have  no  other 
detainer  of  my  felf  in  London,  from  whence 
as  from  a  peftilence,  will  I  then  fly  that 
wicked  fcoundrel,  captain  Boyce;  nor  is 
it  a  light  difappointment  to  my  vengeance?, 
that  I  durft  not  acquaint  him  with  the 
caufe  of  my  departure,  and  at  the  feme 
time,  fhame  him  for  his  villainous  beha- 
viour, both  to  his  friend,  and  employer, 
my  hufband,  and  againft  my  own  honour; 
but  as  I  am  reftrained  from  this,  for  the 
reafons  I  have  before  hinted  to  you,  and 
am  not  at  liberty  abruptly  to  leave  the 
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towrvand  him*  without  leave  taken,  and 
recommendations  to  my  hufband,  unlds 
for  fope  moft  prevailing  occafion  ;  whac  * 
I  mufl:  intreat  of  you  miff ^  added  l>  is* 
upon  his  next  inquiry  for  ma  at  ^your 
houfe,  tp  inform  the,  captain,;  that  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  die  country-,  at  which 
I  was  greaily  alarmed,  I  took  coach^  and 
left  the  town  dire&ly- 

Mifs  allured  me  fhe  would  a&  according 
.to  my  requeft*  though, fhe  chofc  not*  vo- 
luntarily to.  engage  in.  an,  Qffkious.  falCty ^ 
but  that  the  perfoa  to  be  imgofed  upoji 
by  this,  being  one*  to  whom  no  faith  was 
due  ;  and  (the.  intent  of  iv  ooly  for  the 
prevention  of  far  grcatec  evil,  fhe  wauW 
comply  with  me. . 

In  fliort,  her  father  taking  my  letter  to 
the  exchange  w\th  him,  delivered  it  to.a 
captain  of  known  character  and  repu- 
tation v  which  he  had  no  (boner  informed 
me  of  af  dinner  time,,  than  I  fent  my  fer- 
vant  to  befpeak  places  by  the  Gloucefter 
ftage  for  next  morning,,  and  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour  left  London  ;  after  giving 
mifs  a  direction  to  me  at  my  fitter's,  and 
obtaining  her  prornife,  of  an  account  how 
the  captaia /would  brook  his  difappoint- 
ment  , 

My 
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My  brother  an&  fitter  Wfere  furprized  at 
my  fo  fudden  ,  return,  till  I  had  let  them 
'  into  the  hiftory  of  my  travels,  and  all  the 
confequences  attendant thefe6rt ;  nor  would 
my  fitter  believe,  but  that  my  hu(ban<£ 
muft  have  been  a  confederate  witlv  the 
Captain,  by  the  lattef  fo  focm  (hewing 
himfelf,  as  at  the  firft  vifit :  for  whatever 
his  inclination  had  fuggdfted  to  him,  (he 
feidehe  woukLrather  have  ftudied  means 
fo^  r^«i%:Mmfdtf  aiAiable  in  my  eye^ 
firft,o  thatii  havcj  pufhed^  hi*  proje&ed  mif* 
*hfe£  apoh  i  fingte  view  of  me,  unlefs  I 
Itad  offered  him  fome  oicafion  ;  fhe  then 
aflted  me  how  I  could  bear  his  behaviour? 
and*  what  refeiiemenc;l  (hewed  to  it  ?     . 

Ithefttold  her  my  fears  of  being  placed 
in  a  bad  light  before  my  hufband,  who 
would  hear  the  captain's  ftory  long  enough 
before  I  could  be  let  in  to  my  justification  | 
and  that  this  had  deterred  me  from  (hew- 
ing the  indignation  I  received  his  alfronts 
With.  This,  (he  allowing  in  fome  ipfea- 
fure  to  be  well  judged,  wondered  thei  lefc 
at  his  proceeding  'With  them ;  however, 
Ihe  faid  I  had  afted  very  difcreetly,  in  not 
only  offering  my  letter  to  another  convey- 
ance, but  in  quittmg  Che  town  by  fwprizfe 
upon  him  •,  adding,  that  if  the  man  was 

fo 
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fo  intent  upon  the  purfuit  of  me,  it  might 
not  be  impoffible  but  he  might  follow  me 
down  to  her  houfe ;  having,  as  (he  judged, 
a  juftifiable  pretence  for  it,  under  colour 
of  my  further  commands,  before  his  leav- 
ing England. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  I  had  not  thought 
of  guarding  againft  this ;  but  had  then  fe« 
veral  means  upon  the  flocks,  in  prepara- 
tion, for  avoiding  the  fight  of  him*  in 
cafe  he  fhould  follow  me;  though  not 
one,  that  might  not  fubje&  me  to  his 
eyil  report  to  my  hufband :  fo  that  I  grew 
even  as  difturbed  after  my.  return,  as  1 
before  was,  with  my  ftay  in  town  j  till 
upon  the  iecond  day  that  I  had  been  in 
the  country,  I  received  the  following  letter 
from  Mifs  Mafkall : 

Mifs  Jenny  M  a  s  k  a  l  l,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Richwoulj>. 
Dear  Madam,  ' 

According  to  your  defire,  when  with 
me  in  town,  of  fignifying  to  you 
what  (hould  pafs  upon  captain  Boy  ce's  next 
vifit  to  our  houfe,  in  expe&ation  of  meet- 
ing with  you  there  -,  I  have  the  pleafurt 
'  to  affure  you,  that  I  never  took  more  de- 
light in  any  one  tranfa&ion  of  my  life, 

thaa 
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than  in  the  mortification  then  in  my 
power,   to  induce  upon  that  bafe  and 
perfidious  man,  on  the  afternoon  of  your 
leaving  London. . 

It  was  about  four  o'clock,  as  I  was 
fitting  at  work  in  the  dining-room,  that 
our  fhopman  ringing  the  flairs  bell,  let 
Judith  know  that  a  gentleman  waited  me 
below.  My  father  being  abfent,  I  ordered 
him  to  be  (hewn  up,  having  a  fufpicion 
of  whom  it  might  be;  but  to  my  no 
fmall  vexation,  he  had  heard  from  the 
fhopman  of  your  being  out  of  town,  be- 
fore he  came  up  to  me,  fo  that  I  loft  that 
patft  of  the  delight  I  had  promifed  myfelf, 
of  conveying  the  firft  report  of  it  to  him ; 
but  matter  fufficient  foon  offered,  for 
making  that  lofs  up  to  me  abundantly; 
for, 

Upon  his  firft  ftepping  intp  the  room 
to  me,  very  haftily,  and  almoft  breath  - 
left  ;  What  a  port  is  the  meaning  of  all 
this  ?  faid  he,  mifs — Why,  I  hear  Mrs. 
Richwould  is  gone  into  the  country.  She 
is  fo,  fir,  faid  I. — She  fet  out  this  morn- 
ing early.-— And  never  apprize  me  of 
it  ?  replied  he« — Why  ?  (he  appointed 
me  to  be  with  her  here  this  afternoon.— 
This  is  all  foxne  damned  juggle !— I'll  be 
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fwom  it  is^appoiat  me  a  meeting— rwd 
then  out  of  tx>wn  t  before  I  CQaie.r-*She 
knows  I  come  fromrhe^Jmiband— I  teave 
fifty  things  to  fay  to  hei\  J  am  forry  for 
that,  fit,  laid  I ;  but  *hey  caftnot  be  /aid 
now.  1  oiuft  fee  her— J  tfill  lee  her?~ 
and ,  therefore ,  mifs,  faid  he, ;  :I  defire  you 
will  keep  /me  no  longer  in  fufpencei  but 
let  iho  lonoiw  where  ftie  is— Perhaps,  Ibe 
may  have  taken  a  trip  for  the  day— but 
then  I  think  ftie  might  have  acquainted 
me  of  ifr--I °would  have  made  one: with 
her-^Pray  when  do  youexpeft  her  back 
again  ?* 

Truly,  fatd  1^  you  as  weli]«now?vtf**n 
to  cxpc&  her,  as  1  do;  nor-whether  ever 
I  may  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  her  again, 
can  I  fay :  for  flie  took  a  final  farewel  of 
me,  and  I  of  her,  as  not  foon  promifing 
that  fatisfaftion  toouHelves  again. 

The  devil  you  did !  faid  ^the  captain 
i— but  (coming  nearer  fo  me)  my  dear 
mifs,  added  he,  Jet.  me  intreat  you 
nottobonfound  me  thus — Do,  my  love, 
be  fo  generous  as  to!  rekafe  me  f roijft  the 
perplexity  I  am^nder;  at)<Liweet/ little 
foul,  tell  me  ingooioufly,  ;How  far  is  ibe 
gone  to?  and  when >do  youexpe6jt her? 
or  is  fete  really  out  of  .town  at  all  ?  or  do 

you 


V       ,     [  i67) 

you  only  covet  to  torment  me^  becaufe 
,  you  find  me  anxious  for  the  truth?*— tell 
me,  my  deareft  rriifs— tell*  me  truly ! 
"Not  I,  ppohihy  honour,  fir,  replied  L 
What  ihtereft  can  I  have  in  uttering  a  fal- 
fity  to  you  ?  or  how  can  I  fuipeft  you  of 
being  tormented,  For  the  abfence  of 
Another  gentleman's  lady  ?  I  fuppofe  you 
claim  no  authority  over  her ;  and  it  fo, 
was  flic  not  at  liberty  to  go  and  come, 
when  and  where  ihe  pleafed,  without  be- 
..  ing  accountable  to  you  for  her  a&ions? 
If  not,  fir,  you  muft  calt  her  to  account 
for  them,  I  think.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that 

Well !  well !  faid  he,  I  perceive  there  is 
a  juggle  between  you  5  but  I  know  where 
to  find  her  wellenough,  fhe  is  but  at  her 
fitter's  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Perhaps,  you  may  be  miftaken  in  that 
too,  replied  I;  but  it's  nothing  to  me, 
fince  you  choofe  not  to  credit  what  I  fay, 
pray  take  your  own  courfe. 

My  deareft,  pretty  angel,  faid  he, 
catching  me  in  his  arms  •,  tell  me  but 
where  to  find  her,  and  I  fhall  adore  you  for 
ever^ — Do;— •  Dear  creature  fatisfy  me 
that,  and  command  me  any; thing,  I  will 
perform  it  for  you. 

3  Twift- 


i:w^fm 
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Twitting,  myfelf  then  from  his  em- 
brace i  hands  off!  laid  I,  and  know  your 
diftance,  or  I  fhall  call  out,  and  difgrace 
you.  I  meant  no  harm,  child,  faid  he- 
Tell  me  where  Mrs.  Richwould  is,  you 
fhall  not  be  offended  at  my  company  a 
moment  longer.  It  is  not  for  me,  faid  I, 
to  publifti  every  thing  that  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  to  all  the  world  for  afking ; 
nor  can  I  prcfume,  but  had  the  lady  fup- 

Eofed  it  neceflary,  that  you  fhould  have 
nown  where  fhe  is  gone  to,  fhe  would 
have  left  fome  meflage  with  me  for  that 
purpofe.  Then  you  will  not  tell  me 
where  Ihe  is  gone  to,  faid  he.  Not  with- 
out her  leave;  I  can  affure  you,  fir,  faid  I. 
Let  me  tell  you,  madam,  faid  he,  not- 
withstanding the  regard  you  pay  to  that 
lady,  or,  at  leaft,  would  be  thought  to 
pay  her ;  you  are  hereby  taking  the  moft 
oppofite  ftep  to  her  intereft,  that  can  be 
imagined  ;  nor,  was  fhe  to  know  the  be- 
haviour you  have  ufed  me  with,  would 
fhe  thank  you  for  it,  I  can  promife  you. 
I  have  fome  what  for  her  ear  from  her 
hufband  —  i  have  a  large  fum  of  money 
at  her  command — 1  have  many  affairs  to 
tranfadt  with  her ;  and  becaufe  fhe  has 
ftept  out  of  town,  perhaps  upon  urgent 

bufinefs. 
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hufinefs,  and  negle&ed  to  leave  word  for 
me  where  to  write  to,  or  follow  her,  I  am 
to  be  (huffled  off  from  the  knowledge  of 
it,  as  if  I  was  a  pickpocket.  I  fay,  ma- 
dam, added  he,  that  lady  will  have  no 
caufe  to  extol  this  behaviour  of  yours ; 
but  I  will  fet  out  for  Gloucefterfhire  to 
her  lifter's,  where  I  fear  not  like  treat- 
ment with  your's :  fo  that  you  fee,  I  know 
where  to  find  her,   x  x 

This  fir,  faid  I,  feems  to  be  your  mis- 
taking day :  for  I  can  allure  you,  that  as 
to  both  purpofes,  your  journey  muft  be 
fruitlefs  j  not,  but  that  was  I  certain  that 
the  lady  muft  be  a  fufferer  by  my  filence, 
notwithftanding  my  not  being  authorifed 
fo  to  do,  I  fhould  inform  you  of  her  def- 
tination. 

I  thought  he  would  have  gone  out  of 
his  wits,  when  I  had  told  him  fo,  he  was 
in  fuch  an  extafy.  He  vowed  and  fwore, 
that  he  had  affairs  of  the  utmaft  impor- 
tance to  communicate  to  you,  and  would 
not  for  ten  thoufand  pounds,  but  you 
knew  them  before  he  left  England  ;  nay 
infifted  what  a  favour  it  would  be  to  you, 
to  inform  him  where  to  find  you  -,  when 
that  I  might,  if  pofiible,  divert  him  from 
a  journey  after  you  to  your  fifters. 

Vol.  \l.  I  Sir; 
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Sir,  faid  I,  Mrs.  Richwould,  the- day 
before  fhe  left  London,  received  a  letter 
which  (hocked  her  very  much ;  it  con- 
tained an  account  of  the  approaching 
death  of  a  near  relation  at  Wellingbo- 
rough in  Northamptonfhire,  when  no 
fooner  had  (he  read  it,  than  (he  took  die 
refolution  for  paying  her  the  laft  duty 
lhe  fhould  ever  be  able ;  and  fat  out  the 
next  morning,  by  fome  ftage*coach  that 
was  to  gp  within  few  miles  of  the  place ; 
from  whence  (he  was  to  get  another  con- 
veyance over  thither. 

Mifs,  faid  he,  I  am  under  that  obliga- 
tion to  you,  which  I  miftfuft  my  capacity 
for  ever  difcharging;  but  as  far  as  at 
prefent  my  power  will  extend  to,  pulling 
out  one  of  the  charmingeft  diamond  rings 
from  bis  pocket,  let  me  beg  your  accept- 
ance of  this,  faid  he,  as  the  lead  token  I 
can  now  exprefs  my  gratitude  by. 

I  profefs,  the  little  beautiful  jewel  fct 
my  mouth  upon  watering  direftly,  but  I 
had,  however,  fufficient  mattery  over  my 
inclination,  to  withftand  it,  though  preffcd 
upon  me  very  many  times;  for  I  could 
not  find  in  my  confeience,  to  grafp  at  a 
reward  for  my  treachery  to  him,  which 
might  hive  over  compenfated  for  a  num- 
ber 


ber  p(x  da^yvri^u:  •tr#th$ :  io  thatyaftcr 

cofnplimp^pg  tne  with  an.  inundation  of 
Ujaok^and  ajTgriijg  ,pe  jthat  he  would  let 
off  for  Wellingborough  the  next  morning, 
we  #afte$ *  wbijft  I  chuckled  over,  the 
^ecac  I  had  put  jupon  bim^  byt  how  I 
fhall  c?nie  off  at  his  return,;  I  know  not ; 
JEotif  ap  his  impatience}  will  ^i  him  upon 

< i*#i^^^^  P1**  for 

3F®u*  t\  &all be cb<aj$cd 4*  *r^heat  by 
him,  -and  what  will  be  the  confequence  I 
.  apv  uncertain*  but  be  that  what  it  wiH, 
;l(hall  p^ide  myfelf#nfyv  in  that  I  4m 

;  Q^r  madam,  ,    .,  .  'r:  7  , 

Your  *gdft  huijab^fervan^ 
Jane  Maskall. 

My  fifter-  an4  I  lAacfe  qurfelves  very 
f&trfy  *t  mife  Jf&ny's Jettff,  approving 

ff4fM:y  Afrha4cjec^dtp.him,  wa$;9nly 
as  far  a*  might  be  preafpntive  of  his  own 
greater  evil,  in  the  adulterous  defign  he 

.  had  qporj  oie* My  fitter  %rfelf  admitted 
the  neceiftcy  of  M  i:,bfft  addej|>  .that  (he 
thought  foft.of  t£&cip?u#ft»ces  mjgjit 

.il^ve  been  oj*mt<$ :  fyf  tf*at,  though 
mife  flight  imagine  all  that  related  but 

i  z  to 


to  the  fam£  fa&,  to  be  but r,6ttt  lie  *  "yct» 
in  her  opihiqn,  every  feverS  drcuhi- 
ftance  was  av  tep^ratii  bj"fcadvrof  veiu- 

-city.     r    •       ;;'."^   :f      i:^'  ■■'■-  ; 

We  wondered  what  the  captain  flrould 
fay  to  mife  upon  his  return-,11  when  he 
fhould  find  himfelf  thus  impdfed  upon ; 
till  having  iyconjflcfered  ihfe  ftory,  1*  told 
my  fitter  that it ''rr^^hbt^ite^Hfl^ 
but  if  tht  captkinfi  ieal  wbuld  hold  qtft 
fo  long,  he  might  have  two  or  three 
journeys  before  he  might  difcover  the 
fraud-,  provided  rhifs  played  her  cards, 
but  like  a  fubtile  gamefter:  ( for  that  afc- 
cording  tp,  the  report  tfirfs  had  fent  us, 
ffte  diftniflfed  him  With  but  half  his  er- 
rand. '  * 

We  were  highly  fufpicious  alfo,  that 
having  miflfed  his  "prize  at  Wellingbo- 
rough, if  hi  Was  nofc  obliged  t$>  fail 
fooner,  we  ftiditid  ltkhdUfa'tf  charicfe  for 
<  a  vifit  from  hjih  in  Glou<?eftfcrlhire  \  when 
jny  fitter  fiud^  lher'ftiould*  fedrec  refrain 
from  affronting  Him;  but  1  bfegged  her 
not  to  think1  of  it :  for  tha*  und&ubtedly, 
for  the  (kofi  time' at  riioft  XHkt  he -could 
ftay.ih  En£Tarid^*fe:  mightf  feidifofee 
way  for  cohceilihg  Aie  ffOfh  him  •,  which 
I  fhould  much  rather  choofei  that  his 
-  .     *    -     .  '  miffing 


miffing  mc  might,  to  hintfelfrfeeoa  acci- 
dental, jthan  that!  tad  on  'purpofe  avoid-; 
e4.him,for the  rcafon  that! had, all  along 
fteered  by*      . 

We  had  fcarce  any  thing  elfe  but  the 
captain  in  .our  heads,  till  I  had  prepared 
an  anfwerto  mifs,  which  I-fent  her  by^ 
the  return  of  the  poft. 

lylrs.  Mary  Rjchwould,  to  Mifs 
t:    ..         Jenny  Maskall. 
~  t)ear  'Mifs,-.' ; 

YtyUR  kind  and  agreeable  letter  has 
proved  thoroughly  amufing  to  me . 
ao$~my  lifter,  who  both  think  you  have 
rpanaged  the  captain  like  as  fair  an  enemy 
as  a  fightipg.maacould  wifh  to  have  met 
with  -,f  ax\d  ,  heartily  rejoiced  we  are  at 
ybur  difehtaagling  yourfelf  fo  expedi- 
tioufly  from  his  gripe ;  left  another  fqueeze 
fhoulp  tavje  undone  you :  for  however . 
ypn^^j^d^c  of  the  captain,  and  his 
aifti^n^  'relative  to  his"  prpfecution  of 
riie ;  t&oubt.not,  but  had  he  found  you 
yielding,  he  had  ftuck  to  the  fcent  he 
Was  upon ^  }  and  }  had  quitted  the  chace 
hebejgah  Wijtii,  as  not  comparable  to  your 
mer^tan&^auty  :  nay,  had  even  a  more 
dilfrcliflijhg  Imbrlel  than  my felf  appeared 
■*-!  "    I  3  "'  within 


\ 
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within  the  tether  of  his  brutifb  appetite, 
I  am  doubtful  whether  he  would  have 

?|uitted  a  certainty  in  petticoats  for  the* 
aireft  fape  in  chriftendom  upon  jn  hazard 
only.  h. 

I  have  the  charity  to  make  allowance 
for  ha  man  frailties  and  ^affions ;  nor  can 
I  fo  much  condemn  the  hungry  beggar, 
for  feafting  himfelf  upon  a  mprfel  that 
was  cooked  up  for  a  more  delicate  palate  ^ 
though  had  not  that  fallen  in  his  way,  be 
would  have  contented  himfelf  upon  offi|Js^ 
for  I  efteem  the  cafe  of  my  captain  to  be 
not  unlikelt  •,  who  is  but  juft,  as  I  nuty 
fay,  launched  into  the  converferion  of  our 
fex,  after  abftinence,  on  board,  fo^fgrnt 
months :  fo  that  Joan  or  my  lady  pre* 
tenting  firft,kt  the  mbal  but  be  oncemade, 
I  queftion  whether  he  care*  for  more. 

I  rnuft  requeft  you,  by  every  me^ns  in 
your  power, u  to '  prevent  his.  coming  to 
my  fitter's  >  left ifliould  be  compelled  to* 
treat  trim  as  I  would  wifh  to  avoid  j  bur 
if  nothing  lefs  will  do,  I  hope  you  will  be 
time  enough  apprised  of  ir,  to  inform  mer 
before  he  cgn  reach  us,  that  1  may  haye 
an  opportunity  for  difappointkig  him/ 

I  ih^Jl  truft  all,  my  dear,  to  your  /na- 
nagement,  who  h&ye  (a  happily  begun  -y 


» 
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nor  (hall  I  long  for  any  thing  more  than 
the  arrival  of  the  time,  that  may  fup- 
ply  me  with  an  opportunity  of  perfonaliy 
prefentingto  my  dear  Mifs  Maflcall,  the 
fincereft  thanks  of  her 

Moft  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 
Mary  Richwould. 

CHA  P.    XIIr 

Mifs  Mafkall  to  Mrs.  Rich  would. 
Mad  fcenes  of  the  captain*  Second 
letter.  Morejymptoms  of  the  captains 
dijlraftion.  Reflections  on  the  hu- 
man race.  Anfwr  to  Mijs  Mafk-^ 
allV  two  letters*  Reflections  on  the 
htfifulman.  • 

I  Remained  in  a  dread  of  feeing  the 
captain,  from  fome  unforefeen  event 
or  other,  till  a  future  pod  brought  me 
the  fubjoirted  account  from  my  good 
correfpondent,  Mifs  Mafkall. 

Mifs  Jenny  Maskalx,  to  Mm. 
MartRichwould. 
Dear  Madam, 

NEVER  was  poor  weather-beaten* 
vefTel  fo  toffed  and  tumbled  by 
the  agitation  of  the  waves,-  during  a  tem- 
I  4*  geft, 
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j>eft,*  as  poor  captain  Boyce  has  been, 
ever  fince  I  wrote  you  laft :  for  having 
brufhed  off  with  half  a  meffage  from  me, 
he  came  next  morning  in  pod  hafte,  to 
let  me  know  he  had  forgotten  the  day 
before,  to  afk  me  the  name  of  the  dying 
relation  you  was  gone  to*  without  which, 
he  faid,  he  (hould  make  nothing  of  his 
journey  -,  nor  fpared  he  for  numberlefs 
dunces  and  blockheads  to  ftigmatize  him- 
feJf  with,  for  departing  fo  lamely  in- 
ftru&ed.  He  had  given  earneft,  he  faid, 
for  the  Northampton  ftage,  and  lay  at 
the  inn  in  readinefs  •,  when  juft  as  he  was 
to  have  ftept  into  the  coach,  this  demand 
upon  me  coming  into  his  head v  he  was 
forced  to  be  left  behind,  till  he  could  in- 
form himfelf  farther  of  it. 

He  exclaimed  violently  againft  the 
lofs  of  a  day  to  him,  who  muft  fo  foon  leave 
JEnglaod;  and  had  you  but  been  fully 
apprized  of  the  tidings  he  had  to  convey 
ta  you,  he  faid,  you  had  never  been  fo 
fond  of  running  after  the  dying,  whtlft 
the  living  might  have  proved  fo  beneficial 
to  you  ;  but  he  had  loft  one  day,  it  was 
true,  according  to  his  firft  intention; 
though  he  was  refoLved  to  recover  it,  by 
letting  out  on  the  morrow  on  horfeback  -, 

then 
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thffli  again, ^cfiredr03,c  ta} give  him  mr 
writing,  the ',  pame  [  of  the   relation  at 
wbofe^ow, ypn  was  jtp  jjc, 

^Truly,  lip,  {aid  I,  itVas  great  pity, 
fince  the  affairs  you  have  in  hand  with 
Mrs  Ric^ would  .are  fp  .^rneft,  that  you 
4^1£^uve;  i^hrown  away  a  day  after  this 
spfxii^i^jQV,  fince  I  can  now  make  you 
i^^  whit  wifer  th^n  your  was  before,  I' 
may  fairly  call  it  thrown  away. 

Lwver  heard  of  her  relation's  name, 
norl j5r,,ad<jedX;  npr  indeed  would  it^ 
h.ave ,  been *  t^  ajiy  Pu rpoie  to  me,  who 
am  a ^perifft '  ftp ar^er  to  the  family :  fo| 
t&tt  you  ojuft  make^ your  own  way  in* 
tbcL  beft  manner  you  can/ without'  the 
leajft  further  intelligence  from  me. 

AH  the  arguments  that  I  could  employ ' 
to< /that  end,  .would  apt  gain,  his  belief, 
but  I  muft  know  the  perfori's  nl&e  ;  till 
at,  .length,  wanting  to  be  rid  of  him, 
1  vowed  that  I  never  had  heard  it ;  and 
bjr  this  means  J  obtained  my  purpofc  : 
for  tuning  \|ppn  'Ws  heel,  he  fwore  lie 
had jnever  been  &  bubble^  in  hisilife,  and 
icftaiet ,  \   a  ;'  ;V 

%:I,ha^eTentfyou\tKis  fhort  (ketch  of 
tKe  complexion  of  the  man,  whcffeems 
to  be  fo  bewildered  in- his  ;ienfts,4•that, 
.v4  I  5*  what 


1 
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"what  may  be  the  event  of  hiir  no* mat- 
ing you,'  I  arti  notable  fo  determine  * 
but  ne  fees  out  to  morrow  oh  hoVftback^ 
he  fays,  and  purpofes  ta  lie  there  at 
night.. 

Was  the  captain  embariced  on  a  goocj 
caufe,  how  commendable  weye  fete  itt— 
dpftry,  which-  nowr  t>eing  perverted  to] 
ah  iniquitous  view,  renders  him  borfy 
ridiculous,  and  odious  to  met 

I  muft  expeft  him  again  in  afew  days ; 
but  how  |  (hall  ftandthe  fhodt  of  hisj 
ire,  Jhould  he  miftruft  hie  t6?]hcave^niade 
a  fool;  of  him,  t  dread  to '£efie&  oh  i  ^ 
you  have  defired  me  to  fend  ^du'afl  fifcfi* 
eccurrences,  I  beg  leave-  to  fubffcribe  myJ  j 
£Jf  hereto* 


Your  humble  fervant  to  command; 


VO( 


< 


Jas*  MAskALt;'  f 

i 

Having  for  pne  poflj  delayed  to  anfwer  1 

the  above,  w^ilft  m£, lifted  ^nd  *%&#  t 

many  a  good  laugh  over  it,  to  thirrft  1 

what  an  afs  the  man,  had  made  of  {rim*  < 
felf  •,  came  another  letter  from  mifs,  ver^ 
batim,  m  tfcefe words* 

^  :  MUs 
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Mlf$  Jenny  Mask  all,  to  Mrs, 
Mary  Ricbwoh id* 
Dear  Madam, 

IT  is  abundance  of  pity  that  you  ftayed- 
no  longer  in  town,  when  another  day* 
or  two  might    have  feewn  yod  poor 
BoyceVlodgings-,  for  I  purpofed  to  have 
takers  you  to  Bedlam  a  feminary  we  have 
here,  for  the  maintainance  of  foch   as 
imagine  themfelves  any  thing,  fave  what 
they  really  are,  which  is  moftly  pcca-4 
ftoned  through  an  over-quickoefs  in  their 
cogitative  faculties,  imbibing  falfe  ideas, 
or  at  leaf!:  applying  them  to  foreign  pur- 
pofes. 

I  verily  thought  I*  fhould  have  fpllt' 
jmy  fides  with  laughing  this  morning, 
about  eleven  Q^clock  (when  I  had  no  other 
conceit,  but  of  the  wild  captain's  being 
far  on  his  journey)  to  fee  hira  come  puf- 
fing UP  ftairs  in  his  boots,  ail  befpattered* 
fo  with  dirt,,  that  the  gftmnd  work  of* 
them  was  totally  Cclipfed  by  it *  nor  had : 
his  horfe  been  lefs  fparing  of  it  upon  his-' 
ctoaths,  which  were  as  chequered  with  it, 
as  thofe  of  a  poftilion.  I 

I  wondered,  upon  hearing  feet  upon* 
the  ftairs,  who  it  could  be  that  made  fueh 
16  * 
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a  damping  there  •,  being  well  perfuaded, 
it  could  be  none  of  our  family  ;  but  be 
loon  fet  me  to  rights,  by  entering  the 
dining  room  ;  where,  having  begg'd  my 
pardon  for  immediately  (eating  himfelt, 
he  declared,  that  riding  being  fo  unfre- 
quented an  exercife  to  him,  he  was  never 
fo. fatigued  in  his  days  as  at  that  in- 
ftant.  •  -      . 

I  am,  madam,  faid  he,  one  of  the  moll 
unfortunate  of  the  ions  of  Adam  ;  not  a 
day  has  palled  ever  fi/ice  you  firft  in- 
formed me  of  Mrs*  Richwould's  journey 
to  Wellingborough,  by  a  coach,  that 
would  fet  her  down  near  that  place 5  that 
I  have  not,  at  leaft,  intended  fifty  times, 
when  I  was  next  fo  happy  as  to  fee  you, 
to  inquire  what  coach  it  was  ihe  went  by: 
for  having  once  learnt  that,  from  an  ap- 
Halation  to  its  driver,  I  judged  I  might 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  where  he  parted 
with  her,  and  from  thence,  of  who  conveyed 
her  to  Wellingborough,  and  from  him, 
how  he  difpofed  ot  her  there,  which 
would  point  out  to  me  her  refidence 
as  truly,  as  had  you  known,  you  could 
have  told  me  ;  but  when  1  faw  you  laft, 
I  entirely  forgot  it. 

No  longer  ago  th^n  yefterday  after- 
3  noon* 
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noon,  within  an  hour  after  I  had  left 
you,  I  called  it  to  mind  again,  and  was 
coming  to  you  full  fpeed  for  your  anfwer; 
but  a  friend  taking  me  into  a  tavern  for 
a  while,  it  dipt  my  memory  again,  till  I 
called  in  to  hreakfaft  at  St.  A 1  ban's  this 
morning*,  when,  left  I  fhould  lofe  it 
again,  I  took  horfe,  left  my  breakfaft  be- 
hind me,  and  am  returned  for  information 
as  to  the  above  particulars  :  for,  as  I  can 
no  ways  get  on  horfeback  to-day  again*  I 
purpofe  to  make  what  inquiries  I  can  this 
afternoon,  and  fet  out  upon  my  journey 
to-morrow. 

Now  madam,  faid  he,  pleafe  ftrft  to 
anfwer  me,  what  coach  the  lady  went 
hy,  that  I  may  minute  it  in  my  pocket- 
book;  and  then  I  will  proceed  to  my 
next  queftion. 

I  believe,  fir,  (aid  I,  it  will  be  faving 
you  the  trouble  of  a  fecond  queftion, 
when  I  proteft  to  you,  that  I  never  have 
once  heard  the  name  of  the  ftage-coaeh, 
the  lady  you  want,  went  to  Wellingbo- 
rough in.  Not  know  what  coach  &e 
travelled  in  ?  Madam,  faid  he,  that  muft 
be  impoffihle.  Could  (he  tell  you  ihe 
was  to  go  near  Wellingborough,  and  not 
tell  you  by  what*  and  whofe  ftage  coach  ? 

recolleft 


*' 


milled  yourfelf,  mife,  fhe  muft  hive  told* 
you. 

Wherein  lies  the  itapoffiMlity  ?  faidl 
you  told  me  juft  now,  that  you.  had  rode 
to  St.  Alban's  and  back  to  day,  without 
offering  at  the  lead* hintof  whofe  horfe  you 
had  ;  and  why  then  not  4he  do  the  fame, 
as  to  the  coach  too  J 

It  is  amazing  what  difappointments- 1 
Have  fuftatned  in  this  aflair !  faid  he ;  and 
all  from  her  not  being  explicit  at  firft.. 
Well !  I  muft  fet  out  then  again  to-mor- 
r6w,  added^he ;  but  I  am  really  in  de- 
fpair.  of  finding  her,  from  your  infor- 
mation. 

I  am  furprized,  fai<F  I,,  captain,  that 
you  fliould  pat  yourfelf  to  all  thisincon- 
venlcnce  iind  vexation,  for  a  matter,  a* 
you  fay,  merely  relative  to  her  own  inte-- 
raft.5  For  my  part*  was  I  in  your  place, 
and  fhe  had  given  me  the  flip,  e'en  lcr 
her  take  ic  for  her  pains,,  I  Jhould  give 
myfelf  no  concern  about  her. 

I  value  my  honour  above  rubies,  mife,, 
faid  he*  nor  will  I,  at  the  hazard  of  my 
life,  decline  my  purfuit  till  I  difcover 
her.  My  tidings  will  make  her  happy. 
Should  I  then  decline  fo  glorious  a  talk, 
for  fo  fine  a  lady- as  Mrs,  Richwould,  I 

fliould: 


!Rbul3  never  ccife  to-repent  it  to  my  dy* 


He  had  told  me,  that  a  porter  held  hi* 
horfeat  our  door:  fo  that  upon  hi*  taking 
leave  of  me,  rifing  very  ftiffly,  I  had  a 
mind  t*  fee  Mm  motint,  and  fo  went  to 
the  window ;  bur  an  old  fellow  of  fixty 
would  have  vaulted  into  the  faddle  more 
nimbly,  than  my  young  captain ;  who,, 
every  ftep  the  herfe  took,  prodiimed  his 
diforder  by  hi*  tftovement* :  for  which 
ifeafdn,  though  he  fhould*  find  no  frghr 
query  for  my  fbtotiort,  thfeft<4ni*y  m*td> 
ftim,  r  may  Verittare  4o  fey  v  that,  not  * 
limb  ik>h\i  body  vtill  conferit  to  his  jotir-* 
ney  to-morrow. 

I  have  let  my  father  into  the  wbokr 
feheine',  whohti<j;s  himfelf  atour  eontH^ 
vancfe^ahd  fertheft  it  all  that  h6  4*!** 
Whafrt  1HM1  nex*  ^ 
rant,  unief^df^the  (taptam's  commitment 
ta  the-  apartment  I  above  mentioned  5* 
wfeei*^  at  leaft,  he'may  folate  himfclf 
irt&dr  Iefsbod%t<mmertt  than  he  left  nW 
in^  ^f  he  can  Witr  be  wife  en«ugh'%o  ftib^ 
nitefe thtf eow^ofr  that  will  kefep?  Mm 
ott^^fTi^H^'hai^iywayi'-'-' 
1'hepe  to*  hia*  from  you^  dear  ftiadanv 
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and  whatever  ffdh  :ady?ntur€ft^t4l??^ 
pen,  you  (hall  be  fore  to  partake  of*  wiih^ 

Madam*     •';  ' 

Your.moft  ffecplieflt  fery#ntr 

Jane  Mas*. all.- 

,  After  my  filler  and  I* had  read  the 
abote,  which  I  could>  not  forbear^  laugh- 
ing ^at*  fi&l  my  filler,  \  am  in  fpm$ 
dowi**  #tedw  I  ougteto  laugji  or  Ia-; 
meat  for  .die  ,b»8Mcjf $(  m^s's  lette^ ;  rnor 
am  I  forbear  to  jfr'tnjg*  vtb^t  t^pr^aih^fi 
claims  place  in  my  intellect,  than  that 3, 
though  if  I  was  merrily  dilpoiedv  without 
farther)  fcpitfjda-aiip^  ther?  w  a  field 
larg*  e«o»^  **r  lindplg^ng  aycr  ihafc 
bdo*  m^M  ^1/ieafcn,  from  tip  figure 
eifCMinft«K?es,  ?pd  befcpfgiir  of;  that 
licentious  man,  who  in  profecution  of 
his  luftful  appetite,  cafts  hiipfelf  volun- 
tarily under*  fuch:  pe^«iti^,  a^  a^io- 
borer  *Pfla  would  ftudy.to  awi^  r 
Rut  yet,  wjiep  ^nfi  com$$  tp  ;jrd&g* 
that  this  creatuf er  -  thus  vicioyily  a£lingr 
fc  of  one's  own  fpecies  •,  is  indued  with 
areafonable  foul  and  faculties  /formed 

under 
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under  the  fame  hand ;  of  the  fame  parts  arid 
properties  with  one's  felf ;  a  fenfe  of  oitf 
capacities  for  the  perverton  of  thofe  en* 
dowments  to  brutality,  is  a  fufficient  caufe 
for  melancholy,  that  our  natures  fhould 
be  fubjeft  to  fuch  depravation,  the  reflec- 
tion diminifhes  us  in  our  own  fentiments ; 
gives  us  the  moft  fhocking  idea  of  our 
race,  and  demonftrates  to  us  how  vicious 
our  appetites  all  naturally  are,  wheri 
iingoverned  by  the  power  of  our  rea* 
Fon. 

I  have  frequently  wondered,  whilft  rea* 
fon  is,  confeffcdly,  admitted  for  the  no* 
bleft  faculty  of  the  foul ;  and  whilft  every 
one  is  more  or  lefs  endowed  with  thisi 
and  confents  to  the  re&itude  of  its  gui* 
dance ;  how  it  fliould  ever  come  to  pafs* 
that  its  power  fhould  be  fo  fubdued  in 
many  of  us,  at  certain  times  and  feafons, 
and  upon  certain  dccafions ;  though  iii 
other  cafes,  we  pride  ourfelves  upon  th6 
rationality  of  our  aftions  and  fentiments  ; 
nor  can  I  otherwife  account  for  it,  thari 
as  an  obftinacy  in  our  will,  fuggefting  to 
us  the  fruition,  of  fomewhat  of  fuch  high 
jprice  in  our  mifguided  eftimation,  that 
we  refolutely  withftand  every  excellency 
of  our  nature,  for  the  attainment  of,  and 

wilfully 
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wilfuUy  €fofe  up  all  our  other  fenles  for 
the  gratification  of  one,  and  that,  by  far, 
the  bafeft  annexed  to  our  beings. 

What  can  be  the  caufe,  that,  in  moft 
iuicides  that  happen  amongft  us,  our 
juries,  let  all  other  circutnftances,  till 
the  very  affcion  committed,  appear  ever 
fo  well  and  deliberately  conduced,  fhould 
find  the  party  a  lunatick  $  but  from  the 
general  confideration,  that  no  part  of  hu- 
man nature,  with  his  perfect  fenfes  and 
teafon  at  command,  can  confent  to  be 
guljtv  of  its  own  deflxu&km  •,  nor  cant 
they  be  blamed  fiorfuchverdi£ks,  Where* 
id  then  differs  the  libidinous  man,  who 
through  his  third  after  the  objeft  of  hi? 
paffion,  though  by  a  more  tedious  courfe, 
purfucs  the  lame  end  of  deftru&ion  ?  and, 
|f  in  the  fkft  cafe,  it  can  be  fufQcient  caufe 
for  reffrunt  and  confinement,  that  the 
party  has  made  attempt*  upon  Us  life,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  future  miichief  to  him* 
felf  %  why  ?  in  the  latter  the  fame  meant 
fhould  not  be  put  in  pradice,  I  cannot 
account  for ;  this  being  as  defperate,  as- 
injudicious,  and  favagean  aftt  and^qual- 
ly  deftrudive  in  its  confequences*  as  the 
former :  for  which  reafon  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  mift  defined  him  to  his 

pro* 


projpcr  lodgmenti  and  indeed,  addfed  fht^ 
were  all  thcfe  unthinking  wretches  t<* 
be  doomed  :tp  fuch  durance,  it  might  be 
a  mfeans  of  ^uenchinffthofe  luftful  Barnes* 
cfr  at  leifty  c^foppreffing  themunder  their 
own  afhes,  that  how  mafee  fuch  ravage* 
in  the  world*  to  the  defolatioa  of  inno^ 
cence  and  virtue* 

:  I  tbld  my  fiifer,  that  I  applauded  her 
fcfteme-  cx'treinehr;  though  I  fufpc&rd 
an  tnfiiptrable*  difficulty  in  it.-  Whetfein* 
laid  flie>  if  prdper  laws  were  but  uni*- 
-rafally  made  far  the  purpofe  ?  to  whicfe 
T  replied,  that  if  all  the  men  this  way  ki-* 
cjihed?  were  toW  epopecf  up  as  ffie  hacB 
projected*  I feared,  thfct  a colfcgefdf 1*& 
dimenfibns  than  the  mooh  would  not  be 
able  tp  contain  them. 

I  von  wen$  upon  answering  Mife  Mafc 
IbU^two  ejrifHesy whic&X  $u&  inthefot 
lowing  mariner!1- ': 

Mrs;  Mar  Y  R feu  wo  u  i  n,  to  Mift 
Jinny  Hawalu 
r Dpar  Mify  , 

#TpHE  trouble  you  have  foffered  on* 

Jl-    tny^  account*  were  it  not  now  and1 

then^aHayed  iir  fame  meafare  by  the  di*1 

xetHon  the  captain  gives  you,  Tfhould 

neves 


never  be  able  to  compenfate  for  -9  but, 
really  your  two  laft  have  given  me, a* 
vaft  delight,  when  I  refle&ed  upon  the? 
man  himfelf  \  and  methought  held  my 
eye  upon  him,   in  the  very  humorous, 
attitude  you  therein  placed  Kim- 
Is  it  to  be  accounted  for,  that  man, 
the  pcrfefteft  creature  in  the  creation, 
fhould  be  fo  wholly  delimited  with  the 
imperfections  of  another,  as  to  place  the 
fole  reft  of  his  foul  upon  her  ?  Muft  not  the 
very  (he,  that  he  fo  covets,  debafc  her  prin^ 
ciples  to  the  very  dregs  pf  her  fpecies, 
and  become  not  only  one  of  the  moft  im- 
pious, but  conjtempt&le  of  Jier  fex9  before, 
fhe  can  be  prgp^ed  for  his  purpofc? 
Muft  (he  not,  to  admit  his  fatisfaftions, 
difrobe  herfelf  of  all  the  moid  becoming, 
ornaments  of  her  fcx ;  her  virtue,  fideli- 
ty, chaftity,  and  piety?  whilft  like  the, 
fly,  deferring  the  founder  and  more  whole- 
fome  meats,  he  falls  greedily  to  his  prey 
Vpon  the  moft  putrid,  corrupt,  and  aban-; 
doned  carcafe. 

Surely,  mifs !  Did  men  confider  this, 
how  incomparably  would  one  loving, 
faithful,  and  trufty  wife,  with  .All  Hbr 
little  feminine  foibles  about  her,  fcs  prev. 
ferred  by  them,  to  aU  the  vicbuV  era- 
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braces  of  the  whole  female  generation 
befides?  their  interefts  are  oae*  eachmuw 
^ttiilly,  ciifttendit^  for  the  Other's  benefit, 
'and  jdihfly  fqrfftat  of  their  dear  offspring; 
nor  this,  by  a  flafli;  k  dart  j  Itot  for  fo 
long  a  time  as  providence  (halt*  continue 
therft  in  being. 

V'-'/Mj  fifte^has  provcfd  to  me,  that  Bed* 
litxilis  ydfci  call  it, -is  the  ittoft proper 
«&mmary  for  fubh  feedlings  as  the  captain 
to  be  tranfpikftted  to :  for  being  of  coa-^ 
tagious  qualities,  they  ought  to  be  inclo- 
fed  from  the  community,  to  prevent  in*. 
feEtlon  by  cental. 

_  But  tpjinifh  my  remarks  upon  his  pro- 
perties-, let  me  now  come  to  tlie~man 
himfelf,  .by  "this  tirtie  Returning  from 
WelJingberough;  Tick  of  his  journey, 
and  poffibly  big  with  revenge,  for  the 
wild-goofe  chace  you  have  lent  him 
upon.  ,  v  * 

Ifhould  hope  by  this  time,  that  the 
limited  fpace  for  his^  ftay  in  England, 
Ihould'  be  near  run  out  •,  and  would  de- 
fire  you,  if  poflible,  to  learn  from  him, 
.  tfhen  it  will  efid-,  fo^  then  I  may  fix  fome 
■  period  to  $ny fears  ;•  but  above  all  things, 
.  Jet  me  Httrtiat;  you,  t#  tranfmit  to  file  your 
firft  .knowledge,  .pt  w$li-g#>uaded  fufpi- 
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ckm  of  hi*  Intending  me  a  viiit,  thatj 
-tnay  be  prepared  to  hi$4^>nfufion. 

I  hope,  4car  mift,  to  fee  London  agaip 
next  winter*  with  j  my  brother  and  finer, 
.who  talk  a*, if  they  Should  have  (bme 
Jaufinefe  dtefie,  and,  whom  I  have  already 
recommended  to  your  papa's  for  our  % 
thare  j   nor  ca*  I  em%  to  aifere*  dear 
Mcfir  MafludJt  th*t  one  of  jtlie  'perfe^ft 
enjoyments  I  can  promife  rpyfelf  tlxcit, 
will  be  her  irtoft  agreeable  focety,  to 
Her  real  frierfdy 
And  fervant, 

\  MA5LY  RlCHWOVLD. 


CHAP.    XIII. 

Takes  a  journey  to  avoid  the  captain. 
fyrjutd  kf  *  Ji^angef-.  Servant 
knocked  down.  Proves  to  be  the 
mptain.  High  words  between  tbim* 
Attempts  a  rape*  Are/cue.  Ravr/tir 
comtoitted. 

.        '      *  i  .■     *■* 
AVING  he*d  nothing  fitwnKfifs 
Mafksll  for  ibOVeC  *  Wtfek,  I 

gretflb  aaWrbfed  ifrdty  itfittd  about  it, 
ft  any  thmfcfcould  WfcfaJteft  ofceprc- 

>entive 
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ventive  of  her  writing  me,  whatever  Bat 
might  know  of  the  captain  *  or  left,  hav- 
ing wrote,  the  letter  (hould  have  mifcar- 
ried  (for  that  he  muft  for  fome  time  hare 
been  returned  from  Wrilinbtfrough,  I 
made  but  little  difpute,  upon  his  not 
finding  me  there)  that  I  could  no  longer 
tolerate  the  ftate  of  uncertainty  I  was 
under  •,  but  hoping  for  fome  releafe  from 
my  anxieties,  by  change  of  place,  I  pro* 
pofed  to  my  fitter,  my  going  to  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  ours  near  Shipfton  in  War* 
wickftiire,  where  I  would  ftay  for  a  fort- 
night a*  leaft ;  in  which  time,  if  I  (hould 
hear  no  further  from  mifs,  I  might  con- 
clude that  the  captain,  having  given  me 
oter,  was  failed. 

My  fitter,  approving  my  fefolution, 
lent  me  a  horfe  and  fervarrt  to  carry  me 
over,  and  who  was  to  bring  back  the 
horfes,  and  attend  me  again  for  my  re- 
turn, at  fuch  time  as  I  (hould  appoint 
him. 

I  fet  forwards  for  Warwickihire  the 
next  morning,  and  rode  pretty  fmartly 
till  towards  noon,. in  hopes  of  reaching 
my  friend's  by  dinner-time;  but  binding, 
ujion  inquiry,  that  I  had  Ml  thirteen 
miles  to  go,  and  being  both  dry  arid  very 

much 
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much  fatigued,  I  put  in  at  the  next  inn 
we  came  to  ;  not  only  for  fome  refrefii- 
ment,  by  reft  for  a  while ;  but  intending 
to  take  my  dinner  there. 

As  I  could  not  return  the  fervant  and 
horfes  that  night,  I  was  the  lefs  anxious 
for  expediting  my  dinner,  that  I  might 
.give  my felf  as  much  eafe  as  I  could  :  fo 
that  I  lingered  on  the  time  there,  till 
about  five  o'clock;  my  fole  aim  being 
only  to  reach  the  end  of  my  journr y  be- 
fore it  fhould  be  dark. 

I  was  now  mounted  again,  and  had 
paffed  over  about  feven  miles  of  this  lat- 
ter part  of  my  journey ;  when  after  wc 
.had  entered  into  a  very  long  narrow  lane, 
-at  fome  diftance  before  me,  I  faw  a 
country-looking  man,  in  a  rug  coat,  who 
jogfjed  on  for  a  good  fpace  before  us 

As  we  came  almoft  up  to  him,  for  fear 
he  might  have  any  defign  upon  us  in  that 
— — 4onety  place,  I  put  up  on  a  canter  •/  and 
on  paffing  him,  juft  turned  my  head  for 
a  look  in  his  face,  but  fcarce  caught  a 
glirppfe  of  it. 

I  had  not  rode. many  poles  before  I 
thought  I  heard  in  my  rear,  more  horfes 
feet  than  the  on^  my  fervant  rode:  fo 
that  putting  forward  more  brifkly,  and 

being 
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being  very  well  mounted,  I  made  no 
doubt,  but  if  the  ftranger  Ihould  follow 
me,  I  fhould  eafily  outrate  him. 

The  clutter  ftill  continuing,  I  turned 
me  about  to  fee  what  obfervations  I  could 
make  upon  my  purfuers  •,  when  at  the 
inftant,  I  perceived  the  ftranger's  but  end 
of  his  whip,  to  alight  upon  my  fervant's 
head,  with  fuch  violence,  that  it'  fetched 
him  down  frorr*  his  horfe  •,  but  nojt  feeing 
the  ftranger  to  alight,  in  order  to  rifle 
him,  as  I  expefted  he  would ;  but  inftead 
of  that,  to  be  ftill  making  after  me ;  my 
heart  fo  failed  me,  and  my  fpirits  were  fo 
retreatedf  from  it,  "as  almoft  to  leave  me 
'lifele'fs  upon  my  horfe:  infomuch,  that  I 
made  a  doubt  of  my  ability  for  maintain- 
ing my  feat  much  further. 

I  whipped  on,  however,  intent  upoii 
my  own  fafety,  by  flight  only  •,  but  the 
dire&ion  I  ftiH  ftept  my  head  in,  that  I 
might  apprize  myfelf  of  the  ground  he 
gained  of  me,  preventing  my  guidance  of 
the  horfe,  into  the  way  that  I  would  have 
chofenj  upon  difcharging  myfelf  of  the 
lane,  and  entering  upon  a  large  common, 
hd'had  taken  his  own  head  fo/far,  before 
1  $  looked  out  for  the  beaten  path  i^atl  was 
/at  firffln,  as  tohatfe  left  me  incapable  of 
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either  feeing  it,    or  turning  him  to  k 
again. 

I  had  rode  near  a  mile  upon  this  c6m- 
tnon,  without  other  particular  view  than 
to  outfly  ,my  purfuer,  if  pbflible ;  but 
though  my  eyes  were  turned  moftly  behind 
me,  nothing  was  to  be  difcovered  of  my 
fervant :  fo  that  I  was  ftill  the  more  terri- 
fied, from  an  apprehenfion  of  his  being 
ckilled  by  the  blow  he  had  received. 

The  ftranger  ftill  making  after  me, 
whipping  and  kicking  as  he  rode,  un- 
der the  utmoft  impatience  for  overtaking 
me  \  I  obferved  a  farm-houfc  at  a  diltancc 
,  in  the  fields  (for  I  had  now  near  croffcd 
the  common )  to  which  I  refolved  to  make 
tip,  as  the  moft  likely  place,  any  where 
in  view,  to  find  fuccour  at '\  when,  at  the 
fame  time,  fpying  a  little  blind  lane, 
which  to  my  fancy  led  up  to  the  houfe, 
without  more  ado  I  rode  up  it,  intent 
upon  gaining  my  deliverance  there ;  but 
as,  when  dangers  are  the  neareft  to  affefl- 
ingjjs,  we  frequently  meet  with  redrefs  i 
fo,  whilft  flattered  under  the  fecurity,  that 
the  lane  would  foon  prefent  me  with,  I 
found  myfelf  involved  In  fuch  a  difficulty, 
as  muft  deliver  me  fnto  the  hands  of  my 
purfuer  -f  for  not  above  a  furlong  had  1 

travelled 


I 
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travelled  in  fr,  before  I  came,  point  blagfe, 
^gjainft  a  five-barr*d  gate,  which  at  driie 
put  a  ftpp  not  only  to  my  flight,  but  my 
freedom  :  for  whilft  I  fat  conGdering  my 
irtfsfortune,  and  looking  out  for  a  po0i- 
bility  of  efcape,  the .  ruffian,  who  had 
driven  me  hitherto  before  him,  coming 
up  to  nae,  I  found  him  to  be  my  old 
friend  the  captain. 

My  horror,  at  the  fight  of  a  man,  than 
whom  I  had  no  forer  enemy-  to  fear,  in 
fuch  a  wild  and  pent  up  place,  where  no 
foul  of  the  human  fpecies  could  either  hear 
.  my  <:ries,  or  be  expe&ed  to  my  afliftance, 
threw  me  into  fuch  an  agony,  that  had'  I 
•not  inftantiy  iflued  forth  a  deluge  of  tears 
for  iny  misfortune,  I  had  certainly  fallen 
from  my  horfe,  and  loft  my  fenfes,  whilft 
i  I  had  lain  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  brute ; 
but  thefe,.  giving  vent  to  my  forrows,  ftill 
kept  up  my  fpirits,  for  engaging  in  an 
argument  with  him,  upon  his  perfidiouf- 
nefs  to  my  hufband,  and  his  villainous 
defigns  upon  me. 

Madam,  faid  he,  How  could  you  thu& 
:fly*  firft  from  London,  awid  now  from  the 
.fight  of  me,  a  man  who  loves  you  as  I 
_#of  and  that  ta  your  own  knowledge  too  ? 
Love. you,  fir,  faid  I,  where  love  is  law- 
It  2  '  ful, 


m- 


ful,  and  leave  me  to  do  the  fame.  I  per- 
ceived in  a  fingle  hour's  difcourfe  with 
you,  that  the  villain  lurked  in  your  heart, 
and  waited  but  an  opportunity  to  feize  his 
prey :  witnefs  that  houfe  of  debauchery 
you  drew  me  ignorantly  into  ;  when  had 
it  not  been  for  the  young  lady  that  accom- 
panied' me,  I  might  have  dated  my  ruin 
from  that  night.  , 

Never  man  fure  fell  into  a  more  violent 
pafiion  of  curfing  and  ralh  oaths,  than  the 

.captain,  upon  my  naming  Mifs  Mafkall; 
infomuch,  that  had  I  ndt  fere  wed  up  my 
courage  to  a  pitch,  1  could  never  have 
flood  the  fhock  of  them  ;  till  at  length, 
cooling  himfelf ;  I  am  fure,  my*  d&ar,  faid 
he,  though  under  the  tuition  of  that  infer* 
nal  minifter  at  London,  you  could  not 
there  return  me  the  affe&ion  moft  due  to 
a  paffion  like  mine,  that  no  humari  crea- 
ture at  large,  can  fubfift  in  averlion  from 
it ;  and  now  we  $re  alone,  unguarded  by 
fuch  fubtile  fpies  'as  Mifs  MafkaU,  there 
can  be  no  reafon  for  denying  mc  the  gra- 
tification of  my  defires. 

I   would   know,  fir,  faid  I,  bjr  what 

"'  right  you  entitle  me  your  dear  *  a  name, 
though  the  moft  delegable  from  the  pro- 
per mouth,  moft  deteftable  in  my  ears 

from 
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from  yours ;  nor  would  I  have  you  ignp~ 
rant,  that  I  Hand  in  need  of  no  fubtile 
fpy,  as  you  call  Mifs  RTafkall,  to  guard 
me  from  the  proftitution  of  my  honour 
and  virtue  to  any  man*  Have  la  dread 
attending  me  here,  it  is  that  I  am  alone 
with  fuch  a  fcoundrel,  as  I  am  now  under 
a  neceffity  of  calling  you,  fmce  your  late 
declaration  of  the  foulnefs  of  your  incli- 
nation •,  but  let  me  tell  you,  fir,  added  I* 
that  it  is  pot  manly  force,  nq>r  oaths,  no* 
fweet  words,  nor  all  the  compullbry  mea-, 
fures  that  you  can  obtrude  upon  me,  mail 
ev^r, gain,  your  ends  on  me:  for  againft 
all  thefe  am  I  prepared  to  combat  .hand 
to  hand,  whilft  I  have  a  fingle  mufclq  leftj 
to  wag  in  oppbfition  to  the  injury  you 
now  intend  me  •,  till  ftrerigth,:  hfe,  and 
fweajhJailing  me,  I  will  leave  this  piece  of 
clay .;  to  your  discretion,  whilft  my  pure} 
ibyl  -  mounting  aloft,  fhaty  reach  thofe 
blifsful  manfions,  which  fuch  a  fin-clbgg'd 
wretch  as  you  r  are,  can  never  expert  to 
attauvtQ.  ,•.:•".-     ..,  [    ',  »     >' 

Madam,  replied  the  captain,  with  fuch 
a  cloud  over  his  whole  brow  and  face,  as 
(rifing  from  a  confefoufnefs  pf  fhame, 
guiljt,  and  confufionj,  qffuicaie^ >  his whole 
countenance  5  I  pretend  not;  t^a  kneiw- 
*,/  K  3  '      Jedge 


fcdge  of  divinity.  I  am  fenfible,  Vfhat 
you  and  I  are  made  for,  and  that  fhall  we 
perform,  before  I  part  with  you. 

It  goes  fbrely  againft  the  grain  with  me, 
I  mqft  needs  confefs,  added  he,  tq  offer 
violence  to  the  objeft,  for  which  my  very 
foul  is  replete  with  love  and  adririration: 
but  fo  it  muft  be,  nor  (hall  it  ever 
be  faid  of  me,  that  captain  Boyce  has 
wafted  belt  part  of  a  month,  to  find  out 
the  miftrefs  of  his  delight  and  tranfport ; 
that  he  has  rode  fcores  and  fcorcs  of  mite* 
in  queft  of  her  •,  and  at  laft,  fortune  hav- 
ing cafir  her  into  his  arms;,  without  thfe 
fcOTintervenjn^oppo(kk>nj/ave  her  ovta 
ridicul6tiS*fcrtjples  to  fthu^ewitb;  that 
after  aiU  this,  IJfay,  he  has  tamely  furfea* 
dered  both  Her  and  his  own  hopes  in  her, 
to  tHofd  veiy;itotreaties,  that  the  moflHri- 
qoy«  of  tht  f#c  aref  obliged,  fdr  tKdr  bo- 
pour^  fifce,  to  feem  toput-albver  off 

I' hope,- fir,  feid;H  you  took  not  thfc 
jpurney.  after,  me.  Why  ?  Can  you  guef* 
tiori  if,  fafd  he*  Ejprefled  I  not  my  in- 
cfiiration  ftiffidthtlf  in  Londori?  and  let 
Hie  rtll.  you,  could  I'hayfe  expe&ed  tfai» 
treatment  from  you,  wte  had  long  e'er  rifiii 
ikitk,  more 'familiar  together.*  ^ * 

Ye* 
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Yea,  madam,  added  he,  I  have  been  a 
romantick  journey  intaNorthamptonfhirej 
upon  the  fending  of  your  friend  Mi& 
Mafkall.     I  have  had  more  plague  about  , 
you,  than  ever  man  took  for  the  wealthieft 
bride  in  chriftendom,  and  was  now  on  my 
way  to  your  lifter's  ;  nay,  ha4  you  fled  to* 
the' land's  end  I  had  followed  you,  and 
would  have  found  you  too,  fince  you  re- 
iblved  not  to  take  your  paflage  with  md* 
and  therefore  it  is  to  little  purpofe  ufin^  ~ 
vain  words:   for  now  you  are  in  my 
power,  Iwill  have  my  will  of  you.  Judge 
'you,  thq-efore*  whether  is  belt;  lovingly 
to  meet  fte  halfway,  or  to  be  compelled, 
•  through  rough  ufege,  to.  the  feme  end  & 

latfti       \       ■..•  ■.--..._::     -^        . 

1  I  replying,  that  whilft  life  remained,  he 
ftould  never  compel  me  to.  his  brutifh 
pafflons  he  ran  at  me,  with  all  the  fury 
of  a  'lavage,  creature,  to  eaft  me  along 
uppn  the  earth ;  but  cjolle&ing  all  the  vi- 
golir,  I  ialfo  Was  niiftrefi  of,  l  refifted,. 
andA Would  have  fo  dbfle  even  to  deatji  it- 
felf;  -when  finding  him  too  many  for  me,, 
ahd  fearing  he  would  have  the  mattery 
over  me,  I  fcreamed  out  fo  loud,  that  if 
arty  living-  creature  was  bur  at  a  reafonable 
diftance,  1  was  certaih  it,  oiuft  hear  meV 
K;^     '    '  nor 
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nor  had  I  many  times  repeated  it,  before, 
to  my  abundant  joy  and  fatisra£tion,  lfaw 
Richard  (that  being  my.  fervant's  name) 
trotting  towards  me  with  jbo,  little  vio- 
lence. ;         . 

Taking  heart  then,  I  redoubled  my 
cries  of,  O  Richard  releafe^  me  ;  murder 
the  ravifher,  deftroy  him  •>  nor  had  I  oc- 
cafion  for  many  words.;  before  Richard, 
difmounting,  ran  up  to  him,  who  by  this 
time,  ft ood  ready  prepared  for  the  attack ; 
but  having  only  his  whip  in  his  Hand,  and 
Richard  a  monftrous  heavy  oaken  limb 
which  he  had  cut  fince  we  leftjiinp,  afrd 
,had  iji^good^meajTvire'  det^npd  him  fojqog 
Sehindus :  the  firft  ttrolce  of  thisknoq^I 
,the  captain  as-faidy  down,  aseveXf,butAer 
felled  an  ox  ,tQ  the  ground  i  when  going 
to  repeat  his  blow,  Hold,. hold !  fauiliirlett 
.Vis  hot  be  guilty,  of  his  uvurder;  !byt  te- 
nure ;Jiim3'an({;f a^d'^ot/  in  pfey^ion 
^f  further'  mifchief ':)  frphj',  him ,  and  %t  us 
^copdufl:  him  to  the  rjext  town,  wji&el 
will  commit  him  to  the cuftod/  olfa  peace 
.officer,  till  the  law  fliaU  have  pronounced 
,  his  doom  uppn  hltn. 

Now  it  was,  that  this  daring  corpi^aii- 
^.der,  .who  ha#  r<:ouragiQurtyy  ^aflaujted  a 
^PQordeFeHceJefs  "woaiah,  fto  force  her  to 

his 
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his  will,  exhibited  to  us  his  natural  intre- 
pidity, by  falling  upon  nis  knees,  firft  Tta 
me,  then  to  Richard,  that  by  tj|e  extra-* 
vagance  of  his  fubpiiffion  ^nd  intreaties* 
he  might  but  move  either  of  us  to  com- 
miferate  him  ;  but  Richard  was   to   be 
guided  by  me,  and  I  myftlf  was  inexo- 
rable; nor  would   I,   after   matters  had 
been  driven  fo  far,  have  releafed  himtipon 
any  account  whatfoever,  in  juftification  of 
my  own  chara&er  j  if  I  had,  it  might  have 
have  been  retorted  upon  me,f  that  had  not 
Richard  appeared  as  he  did,.  I  had  beeii 
confenting  enough- to  the  enormity:  fo 
that  infilling  upon  tying  His  hands  behind 
him,  I  myfeif  became  affifting  to  the  li- 
gature.     Mounting  him   then  upon  His 
own  beaft,  and  fecuring  his  legs  under 
the   belly   of  it  v    Richard   having  firft 
remounted  me,  and  then  himfelf,  he  led 
the  delinquent  ia  triumph  to  the  next 
.town,  where  we  houfed  and  fecured  hftri  $. 
till  being  conducted  before  amagiftrate, 
upon  Qur  oath9,  he  was  committed  ta 
Warwick  goal. 

After  finithing  this  exploit,.  I  had  a  far  - 

greater  inclination  for  returning  to   my 

fitter's,  than  for  proceeding' to  my  friends,, 

i&  I  had  purpofed :  for  that  my  mind 

K  5  v  would. 
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would  for  fbme  days  be  under  ftchdJP 
tompofure,  as  I  chofc  not  to  appear  ii> 
before  an  acquaintance:  fo  that  it  being 
too  late  in  the  evening,  and  wc  both  too 
much  fatigued  for  advancing  further  that 
night,  I  the  next  day  refumed  my  inclina* 
tion  for  returning,  and  fetting  out  very 
early  > we  arrived  at  my  filler's  before  dinner 
time. 

Both  fhe  and  my  brother  were  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  fight  of  me  again  fo  foon: 
fearing  that  I  might"  have  fallen  from  my 
horfe,  or  have  met  with  fome  cafualty  by  the 
way,  that  had  been  the  caufe  of  it;  but 
when  I  had  ftated  my  cafe  to  therii,  the 
lofs  of  Richard,  the  imminent  danger  I 
had  been  ih>  my  miraculous  efcape,  and 
the  committment  of  my  prifoner  •,  they 
both  recommended  to  me  an  hearty  grati- 
tude to  the  great  difjpofer  of  alL  events,  in 
the  firft  place ;  and  in  the  next*  my  lifter 
advifed  me  to  write  forthwith  to  my  huf- 
band*  and  to  lay  the  whole  villainy  before 
him  ;  but  this,  as  it  would  be  a, work  of 
fome  time,  and  require  an  head  freer  from 
perturbation  than  mine  thea.  was*  I  de- 
ferred till  the  next  day. 

CHAR 


Write  tbeb  captain's,  behaviour*  to  he* 
bufband.  Pntwity  of  manners  d^ 
notes  a  co&ard.  Omjlkrnation  about 
a  letter.  It  proves  from  the  captain, 
to  obtain  bis  releaje.  Mrs.  Rich- 
would-  opppfes  iKOyefbiaJfedbyher 
Jiffer.  il^,  Gpcjlym^n!&  opinion  qfi 
this  letter.      % 

S-thepoft  would  be  gping  out  pretty: 

^  early  in  the  aftempon,  1  ontytook 

a^fliort  ftap  of  ht eakfaift  before  I  fet  down 
to  write,  to  my  hpfband..^ 

How  he  would1  take  \i  I  knew  not,  bur 
refted  fatisfied  in  my  own  breaft,  with 
having  done  nothing  in  the  affiiir  of  the 
captainV  but  what  bcaame  nhe  apmhoneff 
woprian  and  a  faithful  wife  :!fo: that  cafting', 
all  fcruples  afidei,  as  nd  wafys  concerning 
my  cafe,  rfinifftetf  the  enfutng^piftle. 

;  M?s..  Maatv  Rich  would,,  tQF  Miv 

.        . .         GiiOCRGE   RHCHW.QULD.  - 

Deaceft  Mn  Richwoulci,  i 

IRbcqwed  you*  indulgent  Jefcccratmy* 
fitters*  which  fene  me  t& London*  for 
the  4pleafoDB:of.coaverfing  about  you.  with 
K  6  Mr. 
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Mr.  Boycc,  fq  lately  come  .From  you,  as 
the  moft  fenfible  delight  I  cotfld  enjoy  in 
your  srbfence ;  and  I  had  wrote  an  arilwer 
to  yours,  which  I  purposed  he  flioyld 
have  returned  with  for  you  5  but  I  pene- 
,  trated  fo  far  into  the  man's  views  at  the 
firft  vifit  he  paid  me,  as  to  deter  rne  from 
intrufting  hira  with  it.  / 
,'  I  woujd  then  have,  ftaved  pff  his  fur- 
tlxer  attendance  upon  trie/  but  foon  found 
that  if  I  meant  fo  to  do,  I  muft  remove 
ipyfelf  both  from  his  fight  and  .know- 
ledge \  f°*  5^  ^e  vtry  fccpndtime  that 
ever  he  few.  me,  Jie  ji^ifte^upoh  uftaermg. 
me  a$d  a  young  laajrpf  my  acquaint- 
ance (wha  were  going  thither)  to  the  play; 
ijor  was  this  fooner  ended*  than*  not  to 
xpentipn  his  indecent  behaviour  to  me  in 
the  hcjrtife,  he  led  us,  unknowing!^  inta, 
an  houle  of  ilj  Famer 

^  JMy^  friend,  being  ufed  to  the  tpwn,  dif-. 
Covered  his  defigns,  and  with,  much  ado  I 
cfcaped  the  fnare  he  had  laid  for  me  ;  wh£i* 
perceiving  the  bafenefe  of  his  views/ and 
finding  i t  .would  be  imprafticabte  to  avoid 
him  in  town,  I  committed  rdy.  fetter  <t<> 
other  hands,  aad  left' .the  town  mjielf;the 
day  following  $  withiordfersita^iiy  friend, 
if  he  jChould  intend  to  follow  me^to  direft: 
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him  upon  a  wrong  (cent  after  me.  :  This 
flie,  fey lette^s^o  nfyytfifte^s,  informed  mer 
of  het  having  done,  arid  of  the  extrava-^ 
gance  of  his  behaviour  upon  the  lofs  of 
me'/'  •"•',••' 

-Finding  by  her,  how  intfent  he  was" 
iipdn  feeing  me,  and  that  he  vowed  he 
would  follow  rhe  to  my  fitters:  for  fear1 
of  falling  intohis  hands*  I  removed  myfelf 
froth-  tiny?  fitter^,  and  was  jbitfneiying  to  a* 
friends  near  thirty  miles  fforii  thence^ 
where  I  pOrpofed  to  have  fhekered'  my- 
felf, till  th£  captam  fhc>ukl  have  beemrom- 
pel  led  ft*  leave  England*?'  but  fc  elofe^wa* 
his  purfurt  after  me,  that  he  foutttPme 
upon  the  road,-asI  was  oil  my  waiy  thither  f 
knocked  down  the  fervant  who  attended 
me,  and  purfued  me  on  horfeback,  til* 
he  had  driven  me  into  a  lane,  which  being* 
klclofed  at  *he?&rth^r  ettd  by  M  hijgk 
t$Mi  admitted  meto  pafs  no  further;-  !- 

-Hfere  he  came  up  with  me^  difortoutfteft 
me,  and  perceiving  me  refoltrte,  in  fuffer* 
ing  death  rather  than  permitting  his  foul1 
embraces,  he  not  only  threatened  me  With* 
btu  had  &6taally  began*  K> « force  me^  <and 
by  his  fuperior  strength  muft  have  ruineii 
your  almoft'xJiftTa<ftea  wife,-  hid  not  pro^ 
Tidcnce^  in-thc  very  nick  of  tirtie*  fent  my 

-*  "  iervant* 


fEnrant,  who  v&s  by  th^time  repowred^ 
after  me  *  *rho,k4;by\niy, crtes*  appeared 
to  my  aid,  apd  brpug^t  down,  the  ravilW* 
^theignawk 

Finding  his  bafe  defigns  thus  perverted>? 
and  that  he  nsw  fcvy?atour  &&&&>  hej  be- 
came all  fubtqifijon  and  intreaty,  for  our 
difmiOlng  him  i  under,  nty.  oaty  prqmifefr 
but  vows  of  hisf  perfe^ut4pg,me  no  fur- 
ther ;  but  haviiig,  hi i»-  row  m  my*  wwy^ 
who  h^d  fo.Utely  denied  it  to  my  fuppli- 
cations,!  d«pn|j^d  to  inafc?  a^  eyampl^ 
of  hia>,i,ftfid  .fcr  thgfe  purppf^  rnyj  fery^ti 
awidA  h4^gib0wadjhim  ppwthi* horfe* 
we  qpndM^rf  hm  tq:  th&  'ncw.M\ty&j. 
wheret  {^i^gtoucfclwis,  t^Qr^grina?? 
giftr#e,,  ifti  evi^fwei  ofi  hi*, -qiffiUMJb  be? 
ta^Nfe  vfe  jtfofittredihijl  GftgupitgittPt  tQ 
thft.<»m»yiiM\|bn  i 
i  Irthptigta  fin^ 

RkhwcmW  itta  ete^efc  iw&cfe o£  this  {«?** 
Qh&QH*  bstevi&w&.pfr  onfiJo  ythoin  he 
cortfekd  ;f  a^d  to;  sfftfreyfti^ rh*t;J>£v  jn$ 
9P  o^afiomfor  it>  I  have  iNtijiettbriqM 
peaWtof  mflasy >fwf*ihintoii .  ; ,   •. 

Wh^^^^^fftfr^m^lfoflSsr  rar<  note 
tyfc  ,**.  ca*8ftfWQW^  ofc  ;thi*  d<tbaudi*J 
usitp^J  airt  n<*3bd^tta^teominc;;  buft 
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tfce  afllzes,  his  fate  cannot  foorrer  be  de- 
termined :  fo  that  chough  he  efcapes  with 
life,  it  wilL  be  a  tedious  while  firit 

My  brother  and  lifter  prefent  their 
kindeft  refpe&s  to  you,  hoping  foon  to 
fee  you  in  Gloucefterftiire;  where  they 
aflure  me  you  (hall  receive  both afriendly 
and  loving  welcome^  till  we  can  other- 
wife  fettle  ourfelv£Sr  t&our  inclinations 

I  know  not  by  what  fhip  this  will  be 
conveyed  to  you  *;  but  1  ft  all  entruft  it  to- 
a  friend,  with  whom  I  lodged  for  the  few 
days  I  was  in  London,  who  procured  me 
a  paffage  for  thefirft  to  you,  and  whofe 
care  as  to  this  I  difpute  not. 

Give  me  leave  my  dear*,  again  and 
again,  to  repeat  my  intreaties  to  you  for 
your  expeditious  return ;  that  now  provi- 
dence. ha$  blefled  u&  with  means,  we  may 
reunite  in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  ncyt* 
to  be  feparated  more*  Committing  you 
therefore  ta  the  feme  guidance?  that  has  fo ' 
mercifully  preferved  your  Molly's  honour 
untainted,  for  he*  deareft  hufba#iy  I  c<fca* 
ciud$  myfelf* 

Your  moft  dutiful* 

And-  affe&ionareP  wife*, 
Mary  Rich\$*ou*ik 

Having 


♦  Having  inclofed  the  above  under  a  cover 
to  .Mifs  Mafkall,  wherein •  I  gave  her  a 
fhort  hiftory  of  the  captainVproceedingsi 
and  committment;;  ir defined  hfer  father 
would  fend  mine,-  (by  a  fafe  hand)  with 
notice  of  my  tranfa&ions  to  my  hufband  5 
fo  that  I  (hall  not  trouble  my  reader  with 
that,  it  containing  little  more  than  the 
above  fads,  with  Tome  particulars,  not  fo 
proper  for  any  other  eye,  as  for  that  of  my 
dear  confident  5  together  with  my  owa 
comrpenits  upon  many  material  parts  of 
the  affair ;  and  haying  done  this,  I  now 
fet  myfclf  down  contentedly,  to.  wait  for 
my  hufband,  devoid  of  all  fear  of.  the  fur- 
ther machinations  of  the  captain  againft 
me;  being  fully  perfuaded  in  my  own 
mind,  that  I  Ihould  hear  no  more  of  him, 
till  the  enfuing  feffions  of  the  jjudges  of 
affix?. 

,  It  has  Jong  been  remarkable,  even,  to  a 
maxim,  that  the  noble  and.  generous- 
fpirited  man  is  incapable  of  abufes  to  my 
fex ;  whi$h  fhould  feen*  to  denote  (as  it 
is  too  vifible  in  the  world,  that  inhu? 
/  man  infults  &re  daily  offered  to  us)  that 
the  perpetrator  of  our  difgrace  muft  be  a, 
mean-fpirited  fcoundrel. 

Nay,  to  evidence  it  beyond  contra- 
diction*. 


[  209  1 

di&ion ;  this,  ever  covets  privacy  and 
darknefs ;  the  other,  a  publication  of  his 
jafts  in  the  open  face  of  day?  glorying  in 
obtaining  the' very  fame  fatisfa&iop  by  an 
open  hearted  fecurity,  that  his  opppfite 
fkulkVto  conceal,  and  upon  detection  be^- 
comes  ever  after  infamous  for.  Wife  So- 
lomon, fo  remarkable  for  his  refearches 
into  nature,  has  declared  it  above  two 
tihoufand  years  fince,  that,  " The  wicked 
fceeth  when '  no" .  man  purfutfs,  but  *  trie  ' 
.righreou^  is  bold  as  a  fion.*'  {  "WhicHde- 
monftrat^s, 'that, previous  to  a  profecutioti 
of  e^jl,'  the  man  'that  'can  fubiftiV  to  it, 


genei;ous  heart'  is  dijfqualffiea  &  'aft  $ren& 

wiubmifnoh  to  it:* ;.• :  ^  y*l°:i*f; : 

[\  Now,    though  the  many /  daring- 'alls 

committed  ^ -fey  the  lewd   aHci  undiafte, 

Jepm  t6 ;,  favour,  of  courage  apd 'audadty  * 

yei:  'tMs^c^!^niy'jco|nt^hW  with  <tfyeni, 

;«  ttelperi^of  t)dW>^ m 

•tjifcV  hahd^:"fbf  let  tftem  '^to^.fie  - 

overcome,  they  are  humble i'ai  ftaiii&s* 

plead  for  pardon ;  and,  to*  merit  it,  and 

*fa\fe  themBves,'  ftick  not  to  izcitft  and 

condemn  theif  Yery^ac^Qm^ick.. >4  ;fu 

1 :  Xd6k7£kh  ii^ort  thV  than  of  art  fright 

conduct* 


i 


conduit  •,  fhould  any  thing  be  imputed  to 
him  that  his  foul  abhors,  how  tar  is  he 
from  condefcending,  for  fear  of  punilfe- 
inent,  to  a  bafe  fervijity  ?  No,  firm  as  a 
rock  of  adamant,  he  braves  the  danger  * 
and,  falling  in  his*  integrity*  embraces 
even  death  itfelf,  as  a  pafiage  only  to  the 
reward  of  his  conftancy. 

Scarce  three  weeks  had  dipt  away,  be* 
fore  Bqyce:(kavinff  Wrote  to  His  employers- 
at.LonjdoiH  to1  inform  them  of  his, coa- 
fioemervtf  /and  ta  infreatrtheoi*  if  poflible,, 
tapjrocure  hi*  liberty  ;.  and  they,  by,  their 
anfwers  in^fting^ that,  iPhe  could  not  find 
m5.^^Q^tair^5|t  himfelf,  iMyoidd  be 

4>u|;  -%£ftei*  ^e»*;»^^ 
for  ^ji  afla^V  a^r  tie  hari  ififbrmed Jthern> 
&eyl»pecr  he  would ^dJ  no ,great,di^- 
cnjty,,  upon  making,'  a  compenfatioa  to 
the  proiecWpr)  made  his-  application  to 

rifop.  5  whicj* 
acqmi9# 

rather  ha?c u  committed  to  the  flanies  thw 
liave  opened  \  buj,  bemgv  ignorant  of  it* 
and'  it  Joeing,  delivered  to  me  in  the 
fpajrl6wjr,  tefprQijiy.  brt>ther;^q.4  fi£?r,  i 
unctofcd  iC^xhk^^^  !  .      ;     '..' 

",    ,.;:' //" " '  "A  4 "  *'   "        '  -fight. 


fight  of  it,  after  reading  a  few  words,,  to 
blu/h  extravagantly,  and  to  feem  undtp 
no  little  confter nation,  (he  watched  me 
the  more  narrowly  •,  till  having  fcarce  ex* 
ceeded  fix  lines  of  it,  I  was  hardly  able  to* 
draw- my  breath  v  but  fetching  a  figh  at 
the  fame  time,  my  hand,  with  the  letter  iife 
it,  fell  flat  down  to  my  knee* 

I  know  not  what  atls  the,,  my  dear,  faid 
I  to  my  fifter ;  but  I  never  felt  fuch  an 
oppfleffionj  upon  my  fpirhs  in  my  life 
before.— Surely!  this:  letter  can  never  be 
defigned  for  me.--I  know  not  from  whom 
k  c^n  come.— I  n&vtv  faw  the  hand  in  my 
lifetime  before, 

"  tookattte  name  fubfcribed,  faid  Hie* 
that  i Will  foo&  inform  you  who  <  its-  author 
»«- 

I  replfed,  that  I  had  at  firft  caft  my  eye 
to  tht  bottom  •,  but  having  proceeded  with, 
a-  few  lifted  ofi  its  contents,  I  had  not 
fttengt&lefti  me  to  turn  it  over,  for  my 
ftirther<  f&ttefa&iok:  ;      ■ 

-  PrMf*  I  ftid  fl*V  let  me  fee  ity  weM* 
foon  let  you  know  who  wrote  it.  Them 
hatching  it  haftily  from  my  hand*  and  in- 
fpefting  the  reverie  of  the  leaf ;  pftiawT 
cried  ftie,  dejeit  yourfelf  no  further  for 
this  it's  your  old  friend  the  captain's  let* , 

terfc 
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tcr ;  and  if  you  are  not  confcious  of  its 
containing  any  material  privacies,  with 
your  leave  I  will  run  it  over  to  my  hufband 
and  you.  ;   ~ 

I  ckrfiped  ffie  would*  if  it  proved  worth 
her  trouble  \  but  that  if  it  was  wholly 
fluffed  with  fuch  feafoning  as  it  began 
with,  I  queftioned  whether  fhe  would 
think  it  was  *  upon  which  fhe  began. 

Mr.  P  e  r  r  v  Boyc  e,  to  Mrs. 

Mary  Richwo^ld. 
Divine  Lady ! 

O!  who  can  behold  fuch  excellence, 
but  muft  admire ;  but  muft  revere 
you!  alas  J  Whf am  I  the  moft  miferable 
©fall  men,  for  bowiugdowajbtforeypur 
feraphick  charms,  to  which  the  mightieft 
monarch  on  earth,  it  figlrt, '  mtift  pay  his 
homage  ?  If  it  can  be  criminal  to  adortf 
perfeftion  itfelf,  I  own,  lam  guilty:  if 
not,  extend  the  heavenly  rays  of  your  .all* 
commanding  clemency  to  a  wretch,  tho* 
admitted  to;  be  inferior  (p  your  love,  yet 
not  beneath  your  charity. : 

"  Thus  far  I  had  read  myfelf ;  but  now 
follows  whatimy  fitter  read  tome." 
•,  iMay  Jirthou  CeleftjaJ  inhabitant  (whilft 
ftill  inith&fifl(>ilttijde ;d^;hun3^  flefhi  you 
,  ;/  *  -  -  ■  '         con- 
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condefcend  to  refide  amongft  men,  a  moft 
unmeet  companion  for  its  tinferd  mo* 
narchs,  and  only. fui ted  to  the  angelick 
choir)  be  permitted,  at  your  foot-ftool, 
to  iflue  forth  the  breathings  of  my  foul  to 
you,  for  pardon  of  all  my  paft  afpirings  to 
your  fuperior  preheminence  ?  May  I  but 
be  admitted  to  your  prefence,  that  the  fin- 
cere  repentance  of  my  wounded  heart,  for 
my  paft  prefumption,  may  be  made  ma- 
nifeft  to  you  ?  I  will  not  then  defpair  of 
forgivenefs  from  thofe  foft  lips,  whofe 
gentle  nature  cannot  admit  of  harfhnefs, 

•  Can  it  be  iniquitous,'  to  have  extra- 
vagantly doated  upon  the  only  faultlefc 
piece  of  nature's  framing  ?  Surely,  hot ! 
affumingnefs,  it  may  be  called  in  the 
worm,  I  admit,  to  crave  fhelter  in  the 
human  bofom  ;  but,  when  from  no  other 
motive  than  in  admiration  of  its  worth,  it 
may,  nay  furely,  ought  to  be  remiffable, 
by  tender  hearts,  framed  not  for  rancour, 
but  of  love  compounded. 

Dear  madam !  were  my  hand  the.  fole 
engine  formed  for  perpetual  motion,  and 
my  pen  an  inexhauftable  fountain  of  ink ; 
the  one  would  fooner  ceafe  to  flow,  and 
the  other  with  fatigue  ftand  ftill,  than 
I  could  have  enumerated  a  tythe  of  the 

thrice 


-:, 
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thrice  eminent  natural  gifts  of  the  fublime 
Mrs.  Richwould;  fo  that  perceiving  the 
tafk  ta  be  endlefc,  let  mc  b^g  you 
to  fupply  the  reft,  from  all  that  ever  has 
and  Can  be  afcribed  to  our  race,  per- 
sonally;  together  with  whatever  more 
tranfeending,  may  be  fancied  in  the  ideal 
world ;  O !  believe  them  all  to  be,  now 
concentred  in  my  heart,  as  but  a  partial 
expreffion  of  your  endowments. 

Madam  i  you  know  I  arp  at  this  pre- 
fect doubly  your  prifoner,  body  and 
mind;  I  therefore  hereby  fue to  you  for 
a  gracious  difcharge  from  my  bodily  du- 
rance, or  I  muft  be  inevitably  ruined. 

My  freighters  have  given  me  but  ten 
days  time  to  appear  in  at  London,  to 
take  upon  me  the  command  of  my  (hip; 
within  which,  if  lam  not  on  board,  they 
will  (hip  injr  cargo  on  another  bottom  i 
<  and  my  owners  threaten,  rather  thajv  this 
4  mifchidf  lhall  befall  them,  to  place  my 
authority  in  other  hands.  Noyr,  thefe 
Conditions  are  fuch,  as  will  be  in^pogible 
for  me  to  coimply  with,  but  through  yeur 
pardon  of  my  .offence,  and  Application  to 
the  -  magiftrate  who  committed  jp?,  for 
my  liberty.  .:   .'  .,: 

Confidieiy  dear  lady,  what  I  have  al- 
ready 
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ready  fuffered !  confider  what  I  ftill  muft. 
fuffer  in  this  hell  upon  earth,  tilt  the -ap- 
proach 6f  the  enfuing  aflizes  !  confider 
my  lols  of  my  Ihip,  which  muft  prove 
my  utter  undoing!  confider  again  my  - 
youth  5  and  confider  the  intemperate  rage  _ 
of  a  paflion  like  mine,  and  at  my  years 
too!  confider  laftly   alfo,  madam,  how 
dangerous   it  muft'be   to   my  fex,  to 
.  be  caft  upon  fuch  tranfporting  charms, 
ais  ought  not  to  have  been  publickly  ex- 
hibited ;  and  then  tell  me,  what  man, 
alike  admiring^  could  have  a&ed  other- 
wife  than  I  .did*  ,„    ,  •     • 

I  corifefs,  dear  lady,  I  had  hopes  of  , 
fuccefs  -,  but  finding  you  impregnable  to 
all  Criminal  applications,  believe  me, 
though Thave  regretted  my  lofs,  I  efteem 
your  virtue,  far  beyond  whatever  I  have 
hitherto  hjsld  praife-worthy  in  you  ;  and 
rather  than  furprizte  you  again  to  the  in- 
juring of  it,  would  I  fpend  the  laft  drop 
of  my  blood  in  its  protection. 

Let  me  befeech  you,  therefore,  to  apply 
for  my  liberty,  fince  I  am  informed  it 
will  be  granted  for  aflcing;  and  fince 
.thereby  you.  may  Ave  from  utter  deftruc- 
tion.  \  Wriv  who  tenders  your  life  more 
dear  to  him  than  his  own,  and  who  will 

v  beg 


'    Obedient,  humble  fervant, 

,,  ^ERRY    BOYCE, 

No  fooner  4iadf*tny  fift^ir -concluded, 
thati' What?  faid  I,  apes  the  rafcal  pre- 
fume  me  fo  fond  of  my  own  perfoh,  that 
a  few  Tugar'd  words  will  draw  me  to  his 
lure  ?  no,  no,  he  miftekes  his  woman,  I'll 
prohiife  him.      L*  V':'-\.'!Yf; 

Since  he'has  brought  Hii^felf  into  the 
fcrape,  added  I,  e'en  l  let  tHt  law  pafs 
upon  him  ;  1  have  nothing  to  do  with 
him  now.  He  may  thank  himfelf  for 
hif  ruin,  not  me,  added  I,  who  am  but 
puhifiiing  according  to  his  deferts.   . 

I  wonder,  added  I',\tfcat  he  offered  not 

'me  a  regard  too,  foY'tKe  trouble  I  have 

fuftained  on(his  accouhty  and  ftir  the  hor- 

'  \% -  ■  •  '    »    '  '     :.        -  '      ror 
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beg  forgivencfs  in  the  manner  you  Avail 
appoint,  and  never  offend  you  fi^ore. 

As  for  the  injury  I did  your  fervant. 
one  word  frorn  you  will  prevail  with  him 
for  his  confent ;  who  (hall  be  amply  re- 
compenfed  for  his  fuffering,  by  dear 
good  lady, 

Your  mbft  fubtoiffive,  and    '■ 
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ror  he  brought  over  me  by  his  pradtlces ! 
but  let  Richard  aft  as  .he  pteafes,  he  (hall 
never  buy  .me  off  rrom  puniflving  him* 
Efe'll  be  out  rightly  ferved  if  he  lofes  his 
ihip,  and  his  whole  credit  for  future  em- 
ployment: for  the  knave  that  can  behave 
as  he  has.  done,  is  not  a  perfon  fit  to  be 
trufted:    :  \   ;      .         -.       •     -    . 

I  know  riot  well  what  to  fay  to  the 
fpai/,  replied  my  fitter :  undoubtedly,  the 
man  ought  to  fuffer  ;  but  yet,  methinks* 
it  would  be  an  hard  cafe  too,  to  throw 
him  out .  of  his  bread  entirely :  for  my 
part,  as .  the  confequence  proved  not  fo 
fatal  .as  it  might  have  done,  I.lhould  not 
carry  my  tiefentment  to  an  extremity. 

"Why,  What?  (aid  I,  in  fome  commo- 
tion, would  you  have  me,  endeavour  to 
curry  favour  'with  tym,  and'  by  running  at 
his  requefiygiye  hjnj  room  to  jftifpeft  1  am 
fprry  for ,^h^t  t  jiave'done  ?  If  T  have  any 
guef$,J  added  I,  at  what  he  might  reafon- 
abfy  think  of  me,  in  fuch  c^fejit  will  be» 
that  I  would  gladly,  give  him  aTecond  op- 

1  M'S. 


methods  <pigj)t 

t>e,9dntriy^^  -whereby,  though  you  was 

to  releaie  Jiitn,  you  might  tie  hijtn   up 

Vot.  II.        '  '   L     ,..' .  ,"'..V..  afMgvt 
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agafoft  fifture  attempts ;  Jte  'ii$ 
4was  to  give  ybu  fecurfty  for  hi$*qiiici 
England,   forthwith,   iipoti  W  ladj) 
taieht,  without  tarrying  in  ittw^j^j 
tiburs  •,  or  fome  other  meaftite  Wat* 
imight  confine  him  to,  which  wotM^^^ 
^u  bf  all  further  dread  from  him;  ;aSftr 
as  if  he  wjis  even  to  be  executed  >  *&$H 
an  Kakfdife,-  no  doubt,  to  cbnMeft 
for  one  fault,  a  man  Ihbuld uh& 
rained. 

Never  endeavour  to  palliate  the^fl 
filler,  iaid  I,  for  it; will  riot*  bfeb-'it  \ 
no,  lit  him  lie,  arid  take  Ms'trt^  ff 
hardfhips  of  a  prifon  will  proba 
his  lewdnefs,  and  teach  hUtiy'ditt'^ 
Are  riot  defighfcd  for  his  fport.ahdi/1 
If  he  don't  fntfer  .heartily,  "heft 
mend  his  taarinets.  :  ^What  is  yc^r  O^iir 
in  theaj^r.brothei'PftidL  -  '  "-*  "',  " 

Child  i  faicHie,  my  6^rfloK7i0 
crime  can  be  too  grofs  for  f&gViht 
the  peniterit  Tinner. '  '  We  £ray  tojky 
given, '  as  ^e  forgive  V  therefotie ' '  M 
exped  it  ypon  other  tehtts..    Ndfn 
iiot,  \M  the  cfiftW^feas  c^Aa*^ 
we  fhould  tlife  2triore  obftjihat&y  }t^ 
from  pardon  5  ibu£  for  that  \£  W\ 
'defiance  of  otfr^ikfcr, '  aiidfe  ffi 
t$  tfee  community*  ^ 


,^a 
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It  is  a  felfiflvview  that  we  punifli  with, 
ben  only  felf  is  the  motive  of  it :  forf 
iiould  I  excufe  a  man  that  crime  againft 
ie,  which  I   leave  him  at  liberty,  the 
At  minute,  to  commit  againft  another  ? 
unilhment  is  not  rightly  infli&ed,  when 
*rfonal  revenge  is  the  promoter  of  it ; 
it  when  it  is  performed,  in  order  to  the 
ftifying  men's  morals  for  the  future,  by 
riiging  >them  to  <sonfideration  from  the 
urt  of  it ;  thfefe  ends  obtained,  the  de- 
*n  of  punifliment  ceafing,  the  criminal 
Jght  to  be  difcharged. 
Now  I  don't  at  all  colkd  from  my 
*ar's  reading  of  that  letter,  that  the  ag- 
reflbr  in  this  cafe,  is  fo  forry  or  penitent 
>r  his  offence  intended,  or  mentally  per- 
petrated, as  he  is  for  his  confinement  for 
:  for  had  that  been  'the  cafe,  he  would 
tve  laid  the  main  ftrefs  of  his  argument 
x>n  his  crime,  the  Odioufnefs  of  it,  and 
ie  deteftation  he  holds  it  in;  and  have 
tade  ufe  of  your  remiflion  here,  but  as 
pfeparatory  to  his  obtaining  of  it  at  an 
gner  tribunal.  . 

Nay,  added  he,  it  does  nbt  even  appear 

>  me,  that  he  has  call  off  thofe  peftilent 

defires  that  firft  engaged  him  in  the  enor- 

tnity :  for  that  he  (till  paints  out  your 

L2  charms 
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charms  in  fuch  lively  colours,  as  none 

the  mod  paflionate  of  lovers  couidii 

collefted  ;  and  further,  his  fentimenaft 

as  quick  and  poignant,  as  if  you  remap 

ftill  the  miftrefs  of  his  heart ;  which  1 

little  indicates  the  fubje&ion  of  his  paflh 

and  that  finding  it  criminal,  he  abhors 

This  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  hi 

ihewn  that  a  thorough  compun<5Uoni 

his  error,  had  firft  wrought  a  convift 

in  his  mind  ;  inftead  of  rhodomontacF 

upon  the  feraphick  being  he  calls  J 

This  would  have  lowered  you  in  his  W 

ments,  to  a  mere  woman,  and  he  wo 

have  treated  you  in  his  letter  according 

whereas,  remark  it  but,  through  theJNp 

of  it,  every  demonftration  of  a  ftill  I 

Ming  admirer,  will  peep  through  alP 

gloflfes  he  puts  upon  the  negative.      :f 

My  fitter,  who  was  ever  an  advtX 

for  lenity,  replied,  that  fhe  muft  bcgY 

•don   for  difienting  from   him,  m  ;M 

ineafure,  where  £he  judged  him  coif 

/trained  the  point  too  far :  for  that  acCi 

ing  to  her  belt  obfervation  upon  it,  1 

firft   reading,  nhe  poor  man.  had- 1 

aimed,  by  all  thefe  fine  things  he  I 

afcribed  to  me,  at  eftablilhing  my  faw 

able  opinion  of  him,  before  he  cam* 
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;  jpread  out  his  plea  before  me :  this  might  - 
not  proceed  fo  much  from  love  as  policy, 
!he  /aid  ;  but  few  women  being  capable  of 
thinking  contemptuoutty  of  him,  who 
marks  out  fuch  excellencies  in  them,  as 
are  rarely  difcovered,  elfewhere,  in  the 
whole  fex.  Self  love,  fhe  faid,  would,  in- 
voluntarily encourage  their  favour  for  fuch 
an  one ;  which,  once  obtained,  what  elfey 
]  from  without  herfelf,  might  not  follow  ire 
1  coftfequence  of  it. 

[  As  to  his  fhewing  Tome  glimpfes  of  a 
|.fiill  fubfifting  regard,  for  one  whom  he 
|3|iad  efroneoufiy  admitted  to  fuchafhar£ 
^i*f  his  heart ;  thefe  could  not  be  fb  fud- 
[  cjenly  relinquiftied,  (he  laid,  as  to  leave 
*— ~  traces  behind  them;  and  trqly!  had 
y  fo  feemed  to  have  been,  fhe  fhould 
re  taken  it  merely  for  the  efFedt  of  po- 

s y  and  artifice ;    but  what   above  all 

I  minted  out  to  her  the  fincerity  of  his  re- 
mation  was,  the  admiration  he  expreffed 
Ktfor  her  virtue  :  for,  as  the  laft  words  of  a 
|lman  are  frequently  applied  to  the  expla- 
nation of  former  dubious  fentences,  fo 
|ihefe,  coming  near  to  the  conclufion  of 
HlHs  letter,  ought,  fhe  faid,  to  bear  a  pe* 
Rtuliar  weight ;  apd  therefore  fhe  hoped  I 
£  would  reconfider  nly  hard.fentenc^ ,  £t\& 
I  L3  *     \fl 
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by  mitigating  the -rigour -of  i$#j 
fome  means,  not  on!y>fi(»  ~ 
from  his  future  importunities^  J 
letting  him  enjoy  thatttbettyi  X 
which  he  could  not  profficute?  «*i 
lawful  calling. 

Here  my  brother  joined  witfc  1 
infilling,  that  what  he  had  befote* 
was  not  with  intent  to  perfotffei^ 
prolong   his  confinement ;  but 
oblige  him  to  more  explicitnefti  i 
reality  of  his  conVerfion. 

Then  both  defiring  me  to  c©* 
partially*  what  advice  I  fhoukfcj 
bably  give  to  another  perfonj  \ 
circumftanceswith  myfelf,  andtfr| 
accordingly  j  they  adcted,  that^ 
no  further*  at  prefent>  difkrb 
their  opinions.  ;- 


.-"***£ 
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^e  difficulty  of  avoiding  partiality  tn\ 
,  o#e's  own ,  \  concerns*     j&nfwers  the 

„  captain's  lettem    Fasudm^s  bis  dip*- 
charge.  Articles  prcpofid.  Captain's 
reply  i     She  applies  J  or  his  releafe. 
Fears  a  furprize.     AffeBed  by  the' 
captains  character  of  her.     Recalls : 
Iter  tqft:  letter^ .  £ehitentfal  letter 

sfrmJbt<^m*. 

A;FXEJ$  I  ,k|4  retreated  from  my 
jj^  brpth^r  apd.  lifter,  I  firft  reperufed  the 
i^t^n's  letter*  and;  then  recapitulated  all 
ftt  ha^  ppffe4  bptwee^  my  brother,  fifter* 
t^-upylg&s-.  bufcwhaji  ftqck  clofeft  to  my 
tind  were,  fome  of  my  brother's  laft 
wjrds *  which  feemingly  carried  great 
eight  with  them  ;  I  revifed  thefe  over 
*d  over*  till  I  was  convinced,  that  what- 
verjl.ibould,  inafimilar  cafe,  have  ad- 
riftd  another  to*  would  and  ought  to  be 
tbe  leading  ftep  for  me  to  proceed  by. 

I  at  firft  hiid  an  ipfqperable  difficulty,* 
as  I  fufpe&ed,  to  ftrqggje  with  ;  which i 
was,  my  difengaging ;  myTelf  from  myielf : 
for  tfoat,  whenever  J;ftjrove.  to  apply  the; 
L  4  cafe 
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cafe  to  another,  fome  intereft,  peculiarly 
my  own,   would  intervene,  to  create  a 
partiality  in  my  fentiments  ;  till  at  length,1  ^ 
having  difintangled  myfelf  from  this  per- 
plexity^ I  looked  upon  the  affair  as' my^ 
litter's,  and  then  began  to  apply  her  ar- 
guments  to  herfelf,  in  my  fhoes  5  when, 
after  a  very  little  confideration  of  W|I 
having  received  no  real  injury,  I  could  not^ 
forbear  to  fignify,  as  to  her,  that  the  inter*  jj 
pofition  of  providence  to  her£fcape,  rnigtit  j 
have  been  mifapplied  by  her,  as  direflfeTi 
only  to  her  fafety :  for,  Why  not,  (aid  I,  J 
as  ivell  in  ^prevention  of  the   captains  \ 
crime,  and  with  an  eye  to  preferving  lup*^ 
from  the  la(h  of  it  ?  and  if  this  Ihpuld  U^ 
the  cafe,  would  it  become'her,  laidl,:t$j 
punifh   the   intent   fo   grievotifly,  *  whdg: 
mercy  to  them  both  had    been  fo  cBrjp 
tenfive,  as  to  divert  it  from  producing  Itifc 
effeft.  j^P 

Here  I  ftayed  for  fome  time,  as  for  mm 
anfwer  from  her*  which  at  length  1  retiwilrfl;' 
to  myfelf ;  that  gs  my  fuffering  had  Bttnv;t 
wholly  fct  afrde,  by  him  in  wHofe  power  V.% 
lay  ;  fo  ought  I  to  mitigate  at  leaft,  if  not .  ] 
abfolutely  difcharge,  the  fufferings  of  the;  j 
captain,  who  was  then  in  my  power! ;  this: A 
I  was .  foon  Convinced  of,  and  my5  incli-    ; 

natioa 
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dation  then  tending  to  it,  could  I  but  be 
affured  of  no  further  moleftation  from 
him;  I  foon«  informed  my  brother  and 
lifter  of  my  refolution,  who  advifed  me  tot 
fend  him  a  reviving  anfwer ;  and  that.it 
might  be  difpatched  in  the  moft  expedi- 
tious manner,  my  brother  ordered  a  fer- 
vant  and  horfe  to  be  ready,  againft  I  had- 
prepared  it,  to  convey  it  forthwith  to 
him. 


Mrs.  Mary  Richwoitld,  to 
Mr*  Perry    Boyci, 

I  Received  a  letter,  figned  Perry  Boy ce, 
fo  full  of  fulfome  flattery,    that  had 

not  nature  inclined  me  to  benevolence,  to 
^  the  moft  infamous  of  my  fpecies,  I  fhould 
;"  not,  for  any  merit  either  in  the  epiftle  or 
*    its  author,  have  looked  upon  it  as  ar 

other  than  an  artifice,  to  decoy  a  fool  into 
..,  your  enlargement;  but  though,  from  a 
:  forgiving  principle,  I  oppofe  not  your 
I  liberty,  now  you  have  fomewhat  fmarted 
f<-  for  your  impudence  and  barbarity  ;  yet  I 
L:  mean  not  to  confent  to  your  difcharge, 

but  upon  terms  of  my  own  propofing ; 

which  are  thefe:    - 
'«>  Is  5  Firftr,. 
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Firft,  That  you  leave  this  country*  mi 
twenty  miles  round  it,  within  fix  how 
from  your  enlargement. 

Stcottdlyr  That  you  betake  yourfelf  td 
your  (hijs  ia  a  week  from  your  dis- 
charge. 

Thirdly,  That  you  quit  theBritifh  domi- 
nions forthwith. 


Fourthly*.  Tha*  you  give  me  a  theufaad  1 
pounds  fecurity  for  the  performance  of 
thefe  articles. 


Fifthly*  That  you  deny  not  the  minuteftr| 
article  of  thole  real  fads  to  my  hufband^ :"; 
that rI  have  already  informed  him  of. 


And  Laftly*  That  you,  upon- no  pretence*! 
whatfoever,  at  any  future  period^  withr  | 
out  my  exprefs  leave  firft  obtained^ !; 
offer  at  coming  into  my  company,  <$  i 
ever  offer  to  fjpeak  to  me,  if  cafuallj* 
meeting  me  -,  but  that  in  any  fuch-oafc 
you  will  avoid  me. 

Upon  proper  fecurity  giver*  forf  yom**  J 
gpo4  behaviour,  and  a  perkft.  conformity  :i 
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tp  the^  above  article®,  attdiuponiw  other 
condition  whafifo^rv  will  I  free  you  4 
whenever  you  are  prepared  for  their  peiv»» 
fbrmancc,  application  ihall  be  made  for 
that  purpofe«,  by 

M^HY  RlCHWOULD. 

P.   S*     I  have   nothing  to  do  with. 
Richard's  ppafo&ion*  nor  will  I  inter* 
foe  in  iti, 

So  fboft  as  we  had  condudM  upon  the 
above  to  be  a  proper  anftver,  my  brother' 
called  the  fervant- to  carry  it,  when  I  find- 
fhgf  Richard  not  to  be  the  bearer,,  I  ob- 
jected at  the-pe*fon*  and  defined  it  might 
be  fent  by  Richard :  for  that,  as  I  had  de- 
nied   to    influence  Richard   myfelf,     if 
Richard  was  not  prefent,  to  be  biaffed  by 
the  captain's  perfonal  arguments,  all  that 
I  Ihould- do  would  be  ineffeftual :  fo  that 
my  brother  becoming  of  my  mind,  I  called 
Richard,  told  him  the  defign  of  his  jour-. 
ney ;  that  I  (hould  confent  to  the  prifon* 
er'sreleafei  and  left  him  to  his  option,, 
for.  proceeding  a$  he  Ihould1  fee  fit. 

I  could  not'expeft  his  return  till; the 

next  night,  at  fooneft ;  fo  that  I  became 

not  over.hafty  in  my  preparations;  for <  ap-> 

plying  myfelf  to  the  magtffrate,  in  cafe 

L  6  my 
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my  propofals  fhoutd  be  complied  with  £ 
hut  my  filter  intreatiog  me,  to  be  ready> 
to  fet  out  upon  the  firfr.  notice,-  affured- 
roe,  that,)  in  her  opinion,  nothing  could} 
require  more  expedition,  than  in  the  c$fe 
where  another  was  to  be  benefited  by  pur 
aft :  for,  added  Ihe,  the  benefit  that Js  not 
delayed,,  is  even  t^fice  grafted  •,  f  wtefeaif 
the  benefit  that  lingers,  is  fcarce  W0rth$ 
of  thanks,  when  performed. 

Nothing  can  be  more  eafy  than  to  ftart 
propofals,.  than  which  nothing  is  more 
difficult  to  execute  ;  as.  -appeared  by  thfe 
following  letter,  whicji*  up^n,  R.icbftrd'si 
return*  he  delivered  to  me  fronv?  tfcp  f&§~\ 
tain/     .:'-.,:  )    :  -    :  :>.<f    ^  *  .:"'    iv 


Mr.  Perry  R  o  y  c  e^  ,tof:&fr&--?  * 

MAU'  R  JLCB  fftttltjOti;;,:/;     i) 

Madam,  :    ~     "',y     i)r^ !      a 

YOUR  condefcenfion  t<x  my.  requeff^ 
though  upon  any  conditions  what*  ; 
ever,  is  a  favour  I  h^d  little  room  to  JW££' 
expe&ed  •,,  but  though  I  would  !|j^djy^, 
accord  toevery'  thing  within  the  .qcljent  oL 
my  power  ;  yet  there  are  jome  .deingndsj! 
of  yours,,  which  were  yoiuq ^ft'upc^* 
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I  triufl:  rather  filently  fubmit  to  my  pre- 
fent  fate*,  than  trouble  you  any  further 
about ::  1.  mean,  that  wherein  you  defire 
fedurity  for  my  repairing  on  board  my 
fbip  in- 'a  week's  and  that*  requiring  me 
to  quit  the  Britifh  dominions  forthwith  ;, 
for  thefe,  madam*  are  out  of  the  power 
of  man  to  perform,  abfplutely  :  as  in  cafe 
of  ficknefs,  broken  limbs  by  the  way*, 
and.  fuch  cafes,  as  a  man  would  never 
willingly  contribute  to  of  himfdf  ?.  nor  in- 
deed, is  it  a  matte*  readily  compafled,  for 
a  man  without  any  fettleraent  in  England,, 
to.  prevail  with  any  perfon>  of  reputation,, 
to  become  bound  for  performance  of  the 
.articles  of  him,  who- has  no  obligation* to* 
appear*  to  be  called-,  ta  account  for  his. 
preach  of  them*. 

.  Alljthat  man*  therefore,  of  himfelf  caa* 
do,  I  am  willing  to  do ;  that  is,  I  wilt, 
folemnly  p^oteft,.  and  if  you  require  jt, 
fwear  it  too,  that  I  w#f  minutely  perform,, 
^rithoi^t  the  leaft  infringing  upon  them,, 
the  articles  that  you  haye  propofed  ;  and 
will  bind  myfelf  4  ki  any  penalty  for  their 
cbnferyatior* :  but  your  infilling  upoa, 
harder  terms,  will  amount  to  a  pofitive 
refuial,  as  they  Will  be  impofiible  for  mc: 
to,  comply  witL    <; 

Depart^ 


Depart  then,  good  maatonv  frutiv  whtfl| 
can  never  redound  to  my  jiifcha^fhHaT 
this  wrettthed  plfcfc  y  a*4  let  =  n6fc  ymlf  ? 
commands  extend  beyond  my  pewtf'^  bit  ■ 
they  what  elfe  they  will*  they  fliate^  ^ 
Gompliftlcd.  -^  * 

I  have  only  to  add;  madams  how»u«te : 
E  defire  to  be  efteemed  by  you*  4        '    -'f 

As  the  moft  finoerey/ 

Bemtent^and*  obedient; 

Efe*RvBt>x^ 

Having  perufed1  the  above  Hpxty\ 
called  in  Richard,  to  know  whatt  h&.} 
paffed  between  him  and  the  eaptaia^sfl^j 
which  he  replied^  that  having^rerfk«| J 
ktter, :  the  j^ntleman  aflfed .  hfcsr  how  fttj  ^ 
did,  and  hoped  hi  ted  received  nogrdttj  j 
injury  from  the  blow  h^  bad  given  to^1  J 
He  replied,  he  laid, ;  that'  though  ifrHaf  f 
for  foine  time  heen  painfi#  to  jikir,  it,  'ifjfl**  \ 
then  no  ways fo %  but  that;  He  war  jttfci^ 
well  again*         .-.■.■■;•     •  •      ^j*? 

The  genrifcman  tft$n,  he  fitd;  t&ftP? 
Mm*  Whether  he  wodd  haveflicK.aniotHir'^ 
blow  for  ten  guineas  ?  to  which  hrafl^ 

"fivercdt 
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fwered,  that  he  would,  was  he  but  fure  off 
no  worf&  confeqpences  from  it  -,.  upon? 
which,  he  faid,  the  gentleman  putting  his? 
hand  in  his  pocket,  and  drawing  money 
from  thence*  told  out  ten  guineas,  aflcing: 
him,  Whether  he  (hould  think  himfeif; 
well  paid  for  his  late  injury  by.  them  >: 
This  having  acknowledged*  ho  laid,  her 
gave  him  them,  defiring,  that*  when  I: 
came  to  releafe  him*  he  would  alio  con- 
tribute his  part  to  it*,  which  Richard  af- 
fured  him  he  would. 

That  then,  having  inquired  into  mjr 
health,  and  wrote  me  the  anfwer  hie 
had  given  me,  the  gentlemanr  diftmfied 
him,  defiring  him  to  he  as  expeditious  as  < 
poffible,  in  his  return  with  it,  to  me  y 
and  that  he  would  reprefent  the  mifery  of 
his  cafe  to  me.  This  he  the»did,.iniuch> 
affe&ing  terms,  that  had  he  even. denied 
Ms  own  fan£tion  to  my  articles^,  1  could 
not  have  imprifoned  him  longer. 

I  fet  forwards  the  next  morning  to  the 
magiftrate,  and   in  the  evening  waited* 
upon  him  ;  where  defcribing  the  damagtr 
it  would  be  to  th£  prifoner,  f^ould  he 
longer  remain  under  his  confirorxx^v*  *&& 
that  though  his  attempt  upox\   w\e  ^** 
beea  &  heinous*  I  had  beecb^v  a^^  ^ 
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pals  it  over,  rather  than  to  draws 
deftru&ion  upon  him  •,  I' therefore  bfe^dT' 
he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  procureni#y* 
difcharge,  upon*  his  making  oath,  tp  &fe^ 
performance  of  fuch  articles  as  I  then  c»4j| 
hibited  to  hirru  J"$l 

I  was  afraid  I  fhodld  have  found  this^l 
more  difficult  affair  than  I  had  expefitd 
the  juftice  alledging,  his  want  of  pow<H 
ferve  me,  till  he  fhould  be  difchaqged  hf 
law  5  but  I  feeming  to  urge  St.  fo  vehe^ 
mently,  from  the  damage  it  would  pro 
to  the  poor  man's  circumftances •,  he*' 
length  replied,  that  he  would  employ  \ 
beft  endeavours  to  ferve  him  j  whicfi,; 
be  had  a  great  intereft  in  the  goaler,  mi| 
paflibly  be  compafied  :  and  that  he  wou 
write  to  him  the  next  day  for  that  pur 
Upon  this  I  took  leave  of  him,  wittf  • 
intent  to  return  the  next  morning  to  mj 
fitter's;  but   fearing  any    thing  fur" 
might  be  wanting  on  my  part  orRicha 
I  could  not  leave  the  town^  till  I  fhould  1 
afcertained  how  matters  would  gp 
him. 

This  kept  me  till  the  third1  day;  Wl 
the  meffenger  returning  with  an  ace 
of  the  bufinefs   being  perfe&edj   I 
going  to  take  horfe  home  again  y  tffici 

fidering^ 
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littering  that  I  might  not  impoffibly  fall 
into  his  way,  fhould  we  be  both  upon  the 
road  at  the  fame  time,  which  at  all  events 
I  would  avoid  ; 1  deferred  my  journey  till' 
the  following  day.    Our  reach  into  things 
ik  fb  fhort,  that  we  can  be  fure  of  nothing 
till  it  happens :  for  thinking  by  my  tarry  ~ 
to  avoid  the  captain,  I  even  fell  into  his 
arms,  3s  I  may  fay :  for  the  juftice  having 
drdered  him  over,  unknown  to  me,  in 
order  to  take  his  affidavit;  as  I  was  amu- 
fin^  ittyfelf  at  aone  pair  of  ftairs  window 
at  my  inn,  whp  ihould  come  galloping 
ihio  the  yard,  but  the  captain,  and  one  of 
the  prifbn-keepers  attending  him* 

My  heaft,  liriiiiediatejy  upon,  feeing,, 
him,  and  knowng^that,  not  to  be  his  way1. 
to  Iiondon,  mifgaye  me,  that  my  cotrt- 
paffibn  toward  him  had  been  mifinter- 
preted  by  him,  into  relenting  for  his, 
committment1;  and  that  he  had  now  fol- 
lowed me,  in  ftopes  of  finding  me  com- 
pliant to  his-  defires  :  fo  that  I  began  to 
repent  me  heartily  of  my  lenity  to  him* 
and  wilhed  I  had  at  firft  takea  my  own 
courfe,  and  had  fuffered  him  to  remain^ 
till  the  affizes ;  but  whilft  I  wgs  torment- 
ing myfelf -tinder,  thefe  fufpicioits/hei  and 
the  other  man  his  companion  (for  I  knew 

not 
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not  then  that  he  belonged  t^  .the  priftwOi  | 
alighting  from  their  horfes,  andddKverjjjgj 
them  to  the  hoftler,  (as  I  beheld,  ffiO^*tfiu 
hack  window  in:  the  fame  room)  mffl^  ] 
forwards  towards .  the  hpufe j  when  th|fc  \} 
captain  turning  to  go  into  the  ftirat*  ,t$B  -1 
other  man  called  to  him  to  flay ;  hoJjd;fr  r* 
little,  faid  he,  let  us. drink  firfh  -      * 

This  I  plainly,  heard,  and  expe&ed  th*fc ') 
their  vifit  to  my  apartment  woyld  hjW5*  ^ 
been  no  longer  deferred,  than  tUJ^yj^  \ 
drank  their  liquor;  but Jioom  chipga^ H 
ipy  opinion  upon  the  capjaiaV  &wfa  pr 
which  was,- that,  he  would  notJo*rtf«  j 
world  flay  ^moment,;'  he,  liad.  enjflg!* ;; 
not  t<\  be  found  within. ,  twenty,  mfytfcl  | 
Warwick*  after Jfe  hoi«-sfrQ|Ti  hisfleay^^ 
it;  nor  had  he  niore.time  in  hax^oiaft 
would  fairly,  fcrvD  for  his^emoyai  toixtpfc 
diftance.  ^ 

They  thea  leaving  the  inn,  tog^d^^ 
were  not  abfent  for  nK>re  than  half  ^alMWW^ 
before  they,  both,  returned'  to  the  Jg^fci 
again,  where  the  captain,  ordering,  b*  J 
horfe  out,  paid  for  him,  and  ajfo  prefcnjifljjfc  J 
his  companion  with  fome  money,  b*&,| 
haw  much  I  couldnokdifcovej:  •,  ,w«up^Ui* 
and  went  off  upon  theifjgur^Jewipgjt^^' 
other  behind  him-  /'     ; 

"*\; 
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I  chofe  not  to  be  fecn  myfelf  in  the  af» 
fair,  but  had_  a  ftrong  inclination;  for 
hearing  how  the  captain's  matters  had  been 
ordered,  and  not  only  how  he  had  be* 
haved  thereupon,  but  what  were  his  fcn- 
timents  of  his  profecutors  i  for  that  there 
are  few  aggreffors,  but  upon  a  pardon? 
gained  from  their  profecutors,  jhink  all 
mat  they  have  previoufly  fuffered  an  im~ 
pofition  upon  them. 

I  ordered  Richard  therefore  up  to  me;, 
and  fent  him  to  drink  with  the  captain V 
companion,  arid  to  fall,  as  by  accident* 
into  difcourfe  about  the  gentleman  wha- 
had  left  him  in  fuch  a  violent  hurry,  and 
to  fifli  out  whatever  he  couM  from  him  & 
but  more  efpfecially  what  character  hter 
might  have  given  of  his  prolocutors. 

Richard  took  his  cue,  and  executed  my* 
orders  to  a  nicety;  for  he  brought  me? 
word  fome  time  afterwards,  that;  the  fellow* 
affurcd  him,  no  man  ever  praifed  a 'lady- 
more,,  than  the  captain  had  dfaaeher  who; 
had  confined  him ;  he;  faid,  that  had  it 
been  almoft  any  other  woman,  upon  earth 
that  he  had  offered  fuch  a  violence  to,  he; 
fhould  have  defpaired  of  the  lcaft  mercy 
from  her  ;  but  that  there  was  nothing  but 
might  be  hoped  from  his  profccijtrix*  that: 

was 
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was  humane  and  amiable ;  and  vowed  dirt' 
if  ever  it  could  fall  in  his  way  to  be  of  tte 
leaft  fervice  to  her,  though  at  the  expence 
of  his  life,  he  would  perform  it ;  adding* 
that  (he  having  enjoined  him  fome  things 
that  lhe  required  the  drift  performance 
of,  he  was  determined  fcrupuloudy  to 
execute  them,  though  ever  fo  much  y  to 
his  own  prejudice. 

This  report  of  the  man  I  had  fo 
dreaded,  wrought  fo  upon  my  intelle&s, 
that  I  was  heartily  forry  I  had  not  feen 
him  before  he  went  off,  to  have  taken  my 
final  leave  of  him  •»  and  fain  would  I  have 
inftantly  recalled  my  laft  letter  to  my  huf- 
band,  concerning  that  gentleman's  beha- 
viour to  me,  but  refolved  to  write  to 
Mifs  Mafkall  about  it,  fo  foon  as  ever 
I  fhould  get  home;  in  fhort,  the  very 
man,  who  had  fo  long  been  a  terror  to 
me,  was  now  aimoft  foremoft  in  my 
cfteem. 

I  made  all  the  hafte  poflible  home  die 
next  day,,  when  my  lifter  was  fo  furprized* 
at  my  fpeaking  fo  amiably  of  the  captain* 
that  (he  knew  not  what  fhe  had  belt 
to  afcribe  it  to-,  but  when  fhe  found  me 
determined  to  write,  for  ftoppmg  my  let- 
ter to  my  huiband,  fhe  was  in  pain,  left 

through. 
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through  her  perfuafions  for  the  captain's 
releafe,  I  had  proceeded  to  greater  famili- 
arities with  him  than  were  confident  with 
my  reputation  -,  and  fo  fhe  as  good  as 
told  me ;  but  not  to  fuffer  under  fuch  an 
imputation,  I  poftponed  my  writing  to 
mifs,  till  I  had  fully  dated  the  cafe  to 
her,  and  fatisfied  her,  that  though  I  had 
accidentally  feen  the  captain,  he  had  not 
feen  me,  or  known  that  I  was  within 
many  miles  of  him  •,  but  that  my  prefent 
good  opinion  of  him  arofe,  only  from  the 
report  of  his  fentiments,  concerning  the 
generous  ad  1  had  done  for  him. 

My  fitter,  by  all  means,  perfuaded  me 
tolayafide  all  thoughts  of  recalling  miy 
letter :  for  that  fomehow  or  other,  the 
tranfa&ion  might  come  to  my  hufband's 
ears,  and  then  it  might  create  a  jealoufy  in 
him,  that  fo  heinous  an  a£t  having  been 
attempted,  it  fhould  by  me  be  fecreted 
from  his  knowledge. 

I  replied,  that  the  man  who  knew  no- 
thing, could  have  no  caufe  for  jealoufy  ; 
but  he  that  fhould  hear  from  writing, 
only  bare  generals  and  fketches  of  things  % 
if  every  point  was  not  cleared  up  to  his 
underftanding,  wherever  he  found  a  diffi- 
culty* he  would  find  a  doubt  too  \  which 

once 
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once  being  harboured  in  the  mindv  half* 
word  on  the  other  fide  the  queftion  would 
turn  him  ;  and  the  dory  intended  to  the 
condemnation  of  another,  might  revert 
upon  one's  felf,  at  fed  ;  efpecially  where 
one  party  was  prefent'to  make  out  his 
own  ftory,  from  his  own  packed  circum- 
ftances,  and  the  other  was  not  ready  to 
contradict  it :  fo  that,  at  all  events,  I  feid 
I  would  write  to  mifs  about  it.  My  letter 
to  her  was  in  thefewords : 


'    ,Mrs.  Mary  Richwould,  to  Mifs 

JfeNNY  Maskall.  i 

Deai*  Mifs, 

I  Sent  you  a  letter,  with  defire,  that  your 
papa  would,  by  fome  fafe  captain,  get 
it  conveyed  to  my  hufband.  I  have  now 
contrary  reafons,  for  recalling  it,  if  it  is 
not  gone. 

You  will  highly  oblige  me,  if  your 
papa  will  inquire,  if  the  captain  who  may 
,  have  it,  is  already  failed,  and  out  of  Eng- 
land ;  if  not,  that  he  will,  at  any  rate, 
without  consulting  expence,  recover  it,  * 
and  tranfmit  it  to  me, 

I  have  no  mare  trme  atprefent,  thaft  • 
jiift  to  fignify  how  much  I  am  obliged  to 

you 
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you  for  all  paft  favours,  and  how  muck 
more  To'fhilH-fay  if  you  can  procure  or 
rttuta  whtt  f ''fldtarwrite  for,  to  your 

°Moil  faithful  friend,  . 

Andfervant, 

Mary  RichWould* 

About  a  week  after  1  was  come  home, 
I  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
captain. 


Mr.   Perry  Boyce,    to  Mrs, 
Mary  Richwould. 
Madam, 

NEVER  had  any  fpecifick  a  more 
powerful  or  effeftual  operation, 
than  the  dofe  you  lately  adminiftered  to 
my  frantick  imagination.  Its  force  I 
have  found  perfe&ly  alterative,  to  the 
comfort  of  my  whole  compofition. 

I  write  this  (within  the  time  prefcri- 
bed  me  for  my  appearance  in  that  city) 
from  London  5  and  as  a  perfectly  reftor'd 
-jriatient,  Return  you  my  moft  fincere  ac- 
knowledgements for  my  cure. 


.T^'l^^^fi 


*4^ 
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I  have  only,  now,  to  intreat  you  to  fofr J 
give  my  paft  follies  5  to  fetret  them  frop  | 
my  dear  friend,  Mr.  Rich  would  4  to  ;&H 
lieve  me  a  new  man  ;  and,  having  taken 
to  myfelf  all  that  fliame,  moft  juftly  dp* 
to   my  paft  behaviour,  to   believe  u 
never  more  your  lover,  but 


Madam, 


■ 


Your  moft  refpe&ful,  and 


Obedient  fervant, 

PfiRRY    BOYC*<  fl 
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CHAP.    XVI. 

General  review  of  thejcaptaitCs  affair. 
Foible  ofprofecutors;  Lenity  recom- 
mended.   Mijs  MafkallV  letter..  Of 

f     mothers  fuckling  their  own  children: 

Letter  from  Mr*  Rich  would  to.  bis 

wife*     Her  joy  at  the  receipt  of  iL 

'   Good  aSs  bring  their  own  reward. 

Search  for  a  country  feat. 

NO  fooner  had»  4  read  the  capeainta 
ktter,  than  pleafcd  at  his  matwor 
*of  expreffing  himfelf,  I  carried  it  to  my 
lifter,  who  was  equally  delighted  at  it 
with  myfelf. 

You  fee,  -child,  laid  (he,  how  much 
more  £revaiiitfg  gentle  and  humane  mea- 
fures  are,  for  eftabliiHing  one's  views  and 
ixanfaftions  -upon  an  agreeable  footing, 
with  fuch  as  may  chance  tb  offend  us, 
than  rough  and  favage  treatment  This 
-gentleman  injured  you,  you  juftly  re- 
lented k •,  he  iubmicted,  ami  {ued  for 
par-don,  and  you,  Wee  a  worthy  chriftian 
woman;  touched  more  with  his  misfor- 
tune, than  fenfible  of  your  own  wdbg, 
have  forgiven  and  releafed  Mm*  iwhere- 
.  Vot.  II.  M  by 
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•by  you  have  engage^  ljirp.to  you,  as  no 
longer  an  enrfnarer,/Uj>oh<the  watch  for 
-advantage  over  j^ou ;  but  a£  a  friend,  un- 
der obligation  for  ever  to  ferve  you,  to 
•the  utmoft  of  his  power  *  and  you  part 
in  charity  for  each  other. 

Th?  general  fault  that  I  havfe  remarked 
athpfigfl:  men  is,  added  fhe,  {he  want  of 
ibrgivenefs  to  each  other.    A1^  poor  fellow 
fliall  take  a  trifle  from  me,  or  my  dwel- 
ling, which  can  no  ways  be  eftimated  as 
.a  tythe  of  the  wrong  done  to  you.     I  pro- 
cfecu&e  him ;  tad*  judging,  according  to 
the  cvftomttry  ufage  in    fjich  cafes,'  I 
•count  no  man  an  equal  villain  with  him 
whom  I  have  taken  in  hand  to  chaftife. 
J  abfolutely  decline   his  releafe,  intent 
4ipoa  his  profcciition  to  the  extremity  of 
theiaw ;  and  when  I  am  drawn  before  the 
^court  to  appear  againft  hun,i'*»*j£it  was 
,dtiven- to  the  neceffity   «tf  me  of  us 
.perilhing;  fo  far  am  I  from  representing 
his  cafe  to  his  tryers,  under  favourable  or 
«ren  cqqitabfe  circumftasces,  that  I  drain 
*eveiy!£oint*  ^nd  urge  eyfcry  ^bje&ion 
.agamft  hitb,  *  thrftvpreft  height;  nay, 
rather  thafeidcht  Cfturinftl  fixali  efcape,  I 
oriil ^ventinvBittfriflttel,  And  add.  una&ed 
circumftancfcSi  indU^Ory  of  his  condem- 

,      nation} 


natipn  y  4ipr  will  I  appear  more  zealous, 
Forrtbfi^c;oVery  of  my  eftate  unjuftiy  de- 
faifled  r rom  Xne,  than  I  will,  anxious  for 
tj^e>  cfeftrudion  6f  a  fellow  creature,  r  who 
hasf  imured  me  of  ten  pence  j  merely  for 
the  fake  of  vi&ory,  over  the  cujlprit  whom 
I  appear  againft. 

I  may  ^thought  by  you,  fitter,  faid 
Jfje^ to  Jiave ^Jttravagatejjp  in  y  rging jthis 
matter  To  faj*  *  hut  t  will  appeal  to  all  uh- 
prejudiced  auditors  or  fuch  things,  whe«« 
ther  what  I  have  above  ftated,  is  not  the 
general  fa£i,  or  as  near  to  it  as  may  be. 
,  How  heavenly  tHen  appears,  when  fet 
in  qojft raft  with  the  above  principles,  that 
futyliraelyr,mmded  mortal^  who  ftiidies  hot 
revenge,  nor  would  malicioufly  retafiate 
upoh  ap  aggrfcffbr  5  but  whofe  ear  is  ever 
open  to  his  qry  for  favour,  and  his  heart  to 
tqeanlet  of  mercyr?  whp  when  brought  un- 
^$l^gfy  to  accufe  a  delinquent,  will  do  it 
with^hecompaflion  of  a  friend;  and  as  an 
'advocate  for  the  prifoner,  will' be  fo  far 
, from  aggravating  his  offence,  that  as  far 
35 ;  Avertpe  truth  wilLpermit  him,  he  will 
^ogflte  die  crime,  by  the  mod  mild 
J^^rpr^tadoa  .|jcj  ^pan  put  upon,  it,  In 
Jiogef  of  ailcyiating  the  *  guilt  he  ftands 
impeached*  for.  In  this  cafe,*  the  (hame 
'  M  2'  '  "   itfelf, 
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iffelf,  of  ever  after  injuring  fo  gqierojis  -\ 
an  evidence,  from  an  enemy  as  thfe  pri* 
foner  before  took  him  for,  he  is  compelled 
to  efteem  him  for  afftefid,  and  to  repay  / 
his  goodnefs  by  every  fubiequent  means 
in  his  power.    Whereas  the  criminal  c- 
fcaping,  upon  the evidenceof  one  of  con-  j 
trary  behaviour^  efteeming  hini  an  ienemy,  * 
Is  but  the  moire  inveterate  ever  after,  in   * 
his  malice  a£ainft  him,  aqd  eveii1  ftudies, 
wherein  he  may  moft  mifchjevoufly  aflFeft 
liim :  fo  that  did  not  common  jufticeand 
humanity  invite  a  man  to  the  fide  of 
mefqy,;  even  kis  own  intpreft,  ought  to 
oblige  him  to  :it.  ;  *|*.      " 

I  was  fo  well  pleafed  With -what  I  hacl 
done,  that  1  could  have  no  peace  till  I 
had  gone  through  flitch,  and  regained 
my  letter  into  my  own  poffeflion;  bjqt 
now  a  whole  fortnight  had  pafied,  fincel 
wrote  to  Mifs  Maikalf ;  and  not  a  i^brd 
of  anfwer  had  I  received  from  her;  which, 
made  me  fo  very  uneafy,  that  I  had  al- 
.moft  determined  for  London  myfelf,  to 
have  learnt  the  meaning  of  it ;  nor  had! 
hefitated  at  it  many  days  longer,  had  oot 
the  poft,  in  the  mean  time1,  btotight  me 
what  I  had  fo  anxioufly  and  daily  waited 
for.    It  ran  as  follows: 

..Mifs 


Mifs  /  E  N  N  Y  M  A  S  R  A  t  l,   to  Mrs; 

M  AH  V   R  I  C  H  WO  U  L  D. 

Dfear  Madam,  , 

YOU  arc  not  .wholly  unacquainted 
with"  my  dear  father's  temper  •»  for,. 
as  no  man  will  take  more  pains,  or  receive 
more  pleafure  from  the  fervice  of  his 
jfiriend,  than  himfelf ;  fo  no  man  is  more 
touchy  or  peeviflb,  where  any  thing  like 
ficklenefs  appears,  in-  any  cafe  under  his 
hands. 

Upon  my  firft  producing  your  laft  to 
him,  he  had  taken  pains  enough  to  apprize 
himfelf of  fome  fure  hand,  to  fafely  deliver 
your,  letter,  he  laid  ;  and  ihould  he  now 
»  to  reclaim  it  again  ?  not  he  truly !  be- 
fides,  he  laid,  the  captain  might  be  half 
through  his.  voyage  for  ought  that  he 
knew,  and  therefore  he  would  not  ftir  after 

You  may  be  allured,  dear  madam,  that 
no  one  thing  m  my  power,  that  might  be 
urged  in  purfuance  of  your  pleafure,  was 
omitted  by  me,  to  induce  him  to  the  un- 
dertaking :  but  all,  as  I  verily  believed, 
would  prove  Mrithput  e^eft ;  when  grieved 
at  my  heart,  fhat  I  fhould  not  be  able  to 
anfwer  your  expectations,  I  fell  to  crying 

^  M  3  through 


through ve*atiQiVr> wr^oi^Jci If  yponaff 
account*  have  rf fi^iijefi  froipju  t 

This,  my  father  fceing^J^  ifouid^ot 
permit  ^  but,  give  ,me  the  letter^  jjv^l^ 
and  HI  feertyh&t'ls  VW  rfche 'aj^t  tfe 
Other:  fince  it  may  6e  nei^etta^  to  p&- 
du'cc  this  countermand,  in  the  fame  han^ 
Svith  that  I  delivered,  that  it  may  be  knowft 
it  is  Mrs,  Richwould**  own  l*edueft>  and 
not  any  cunofity  of  rfufte*  that  demands J^ 
*  I  thanking  him  fBt  thfe'fkvoufft^fcM 
fhewn  to  me,  kifled  him^  and  tqlOnft 
how  delighted  I  was,  at  h}$  y^eld^xhAf 
to  my  tears,  which,  fpr  rip* ^h^^ek 
would, kve  flndertr^rifi  ^^j^iii1™ 
Went  ftbw  as  ibe^Ml^laboflt  l^'fif  iFifo 
«lu&*nce  hatf&eeri  ft^^tfWfiiii 
1  At -diifecr  time;  rMin$:  V»^ § 
tliat  he  had  itiade  inquiry  after  th«iJcSp- 
tain,  and  found  he  had  Med  a  futt  *cck 
befprej  but  was  believed  no^  to  be  out  of 
the  Powns  yet.        '        ;  V  T      ^ r'    ~ 

Iknew  nothing  pf  the  pawns',  not  Ij 
but  by  his  Way  of  £xpreffing  Tiimfeif, 
judging  it  not  to  be  a  vaft  way  off, 
J  beggM  he  wpuld  fend  after  the  fhip, 
which  he  replied,  hejiad  been  thinking  of 
as  he'camcftome^  and  bad  ordered  a  roan 
to  come  to  him,  wh'oro  he  purpbfcd  to  be 
the  meffenger*  .    Well, 


-Well,  he /eat;  to  the  coafk  of  Suffix* 
but  upon  the  return  of  our  courier  in  two  < 
days,  be  brought  us  news  of  the  fliip'a 
failing  the  day  begone  for  Waterford  iiv 
Ireland,     '      [  "   ■. 

My  father,  who  never  flops  when  encq 
he  has  entered  upon  the  courfe,  till  he  at- 
tains t^hc  go^l  \  no  fooner  h-ard  this,  than 
it  being  poft  day,  vowed  he  would  write 
%o  a  <pprrcJpqndent  jn  Ireknc)>  to  go  meet 
thq  fhip :fcfc  Watford,  to  try  what. he  can 
ftill  ^itp^ar^xo^ftgjatifiqatLon.  »,  j 
.  -I&IX  |h$  $/ii$g  re(U*  arid  fo  foon  as  we 
tpY8  9  r^tyrs*  from  Ireland,  I  hope,,  Wjith 
«p4##t  J  l^liagajnl^ve;thq|4c^urc 
of  fubferibing  myfelf,  ^ 


;:  t;  j  n 


;  1 1^4,  tljf  jatipal&ftn  §£ro]  the  above 
Jktter*  to  fo: .  tfat  piyfapaif  w^s  not  neg- 
IcQed  \  Wit  fhatjt,  ^inild  ever  be  com- 
pared* I  W9&$  Jbn^d^J^j  $1  near  a 

t»<?r^i^t  ^fterwayd^  I  ^fcfiv^d  wy  hus- 
band's, inclofed  ia  one  frgfl?  mifs  j  but  as 
M  4  her's 
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her's  was  only  to  inform  me  how  glad  fhe 
was,  that  her  endeavours  for  my  fervice 
had  fucceeded,  and  what  her  father's 
charges  had  been,  which  I  might  return 
when  and  how  I  pleafed  ;  I  fhall  not  here 
trouble  my  reader  with  it. 

My  heart  being  now  perfe&ly  at  reft, 
I  had  nothing  to  crave,  but  the  return  of 
my  dear  hufband  :  which,  as  it  could  not 
Jiappcn  yet  for  feme  time,  I  deferred  all 
anxiety  about  it,  tiU  his  over  tedious  de» 
lay  might  call  me  to  the  exerctfe  of  it. 

My  fitter  had  brought  my  brother  a 
fon,  to  which  I  flood  godmother,  and  as 
beautiful  a  baby  it  was  as  ever  law  the 
light. 

My  brother  and  I  had  looked  out  ifr 
the  neighbourhood  for  a  nurfe,  he  having 
been  defirous  that  the  child  fhould  be 
brought  up  by  hand ;  having,  in  houfes. 
where  he  had  been,  feen  fo  much  of  the 
father's  disturbance,  from  the  mother^ 
fuckling,  as  had  made  him  fick.  of  the 
thoughts  of  it,  now  it  was  come  to 
his  own  turn ;  but  my  filler,  who  had 
ever  pleaded  again  ft  children's  being  nur- 
fed  from  under  the  mother's  eye,  was 
but  fo  riiuch  the  more  Maverfe  from  it, 
now  fhe  had  one  of  her  own* 

She 
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She  infifted,  that  no  nutriment  could 
be  fo  falutary  to  her  child,  as  that  it  had 
fo  long  fubfifted  Boons  and  that  being 
congenial  with  it,  flic  would  never  put  it 
to  the  venture,  whether  other  food  might  ^ 
not  equally  anfwer  the  purpofe :  for  that,  ^ 
in  fo  tender  creatures,  as  new-born  babies, 
it  might  be  too  late  to  rectify  the  error,  fo 
foon  as  it  was  di  {covered. 

She  was  fure  fhe  could  not  condemn 
herfelf  for  following  the  appointment  of 
nature,-  Ihe  faid,  let  the  child  profper  or 
not;  for  that  fhe  fhould  fubmit  to  pro- 
vidence:  but  foouM  (he  ftcp  out  of  the 
preordained  com  fe  of  nature,  and  a  fail  we 
ihould  fucceed  m  it>  (be  Ihould  conceive 
herfelf  fo  grofly  culpable,  as  never  to  for- 
give her  preemption. 

Why  was  all  that  apparatus  in  womaa 
formed;  for  the  convenience  and  nourifh- 
ment  of  the  child,  ihe  faid,  if  it  was  not 
cfefigned  for  its  particular  ufe  by  the  au- 
thor of  nature?,  and  if  fo,  it  was  moft 
convincing  to  her,  that  no  means  of 
plan's  devtfing,  could, be  fo  perfeft,  or 
^d»pteditOthe  life  of  tfee  child  *  nor  could 
'jfbjB  imagine,,  but  the  mother  muil  have 
her  (hare  of  intereft  in  it  too,  fince  pro- 
vide^ Ipd  made  nothing  in  vain, 
i    *  M  5  Why 
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Why  was  that  ftaik,  the  recipient  of 
the  milk,  mack  capable  <f  containing  a 
due  quantity,  and  kept  conftamly  reple- 
nifhed  as  it  was  drawn  forth  ?"  Why  was 
the  neck,  nipple,  or  mouth-piece,  placed 
**  in  M%  center,  but  for  the  convenience 
of  the  child's  fucking  through  fo  foft, 
fpungy,  and  pleating  a  play  thing  to  its 
mouth  ?  Why  were  the  rnfant*s  teeth  not 
born  with  it,  as  Well  as  its  nails  •,  but 
becaufe  it  fttould  not  injure  that  ?  Why 
were  the  conduits  all  opened  for  the  fup- 
ply  \rf!  the  breaft,  at  or  near  the  birth  of 
the  child  t  $ui  fo*  fri  fupport,  in  Teadi- 
wfs  prodded  for  k  ag&mft'k  fllowtd wtot? 
and  what-  was  the  fubftafice  of  k,  but 
thofefame  juices  inverted,  that  had  firft 
increafed  its  bulk,  and  were  affitmiatcd  to 
Its  very  being  J 

•  So  that  upon  all  accounts,  Ac  laid,  foe 
Would  take  that  care  upo»  her dhearfutty, 
that  providence  had  committed  to  her 
truft^  Md  behave  to  if  in  Ac  very  way, 
that,  had  appointed. 

My  fitter,  who  fead  for  years  vifited 
but  little  abroad*  Was  now  confined  *ko- 
gether  at  home 5  nor  indded  took  f  hrf 
the  dcKght  in  o&t  a  door*  work'  that  I  had 
done,  now  1  had  gotten  my  Ifctfe  nephew 


to  dwdlc  about  *  for>  if  poffible,  J  va* 
^ual/y,  f9fi4  qlf  tb?  chijd*  yitji  its  pyriv 
xnother;    ^ 

JH  fb^t  &f  ipontfeis  tipe  afi;er  I  fiad 
difp^tehsd  my  captain,  I  received  another 
letter  from  my  hufband,  which  J  fhail 
here  prefent  jiiy  reader  with. 


Mr.  G  iftRO  jb  R  i  a  Hi  w  «>  tf  i-  o, 
to  Mrs.  M  a  &y  R  J  c  «  wOVl  d. 

My  ever  4w  ^oijjp ;       f  . 

HAP  J  bw»  taW  P^iy^t  th*$  it  was 
pfcfl&le  ^  for.  Jjunaar*  o«yfp  jto  have 
iwen  &  *3f#$e :  tf  fi^lime  extafy,  as  I 
rpaUy  «pcrie^ice4  >ftj»y  <w*  heart*  upogt 
fffeipt;  of  ypw  k>TWg  tetter*  J  fliould 
hav*  JfcpfcJt  Qfity  fa?*  flight  of  fancy, 
and  what  never  couW  havp  Ue^n  rcali^e<J 

What  ?  and  is  thwv  my  Joyely  Ppjly  in 
Jife  f  in  heakh  ?  ii>  Jogging  expe&atiop  of 
my  rewrA  to  her  ?  Surejy  Idreain !  whijft 
•J  iw>hW  fluner  myM  ij^t  liee  this,  imT 
tier  the  lna|wffilott%aE.<hy  $l»mwgh%n$9 

and  4i#£tt;d  by  an  heart  dill  devoted  to 
your  moft  iifFeftiawte  hufband  ;  but  y^tt 
$wy fenfp coownandii>g rpy  afloat,  iVuft 

M6  believe 
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believe  it,  and  that  (he  lives  once  more  to 
fill  my  arms,  never,  as  (he  kindly  urges* 
to  be  feparated  from  them. 

My  deareft  girl  f  I  am  all  rapture 
whilft  I  think  of  thee  :  for  long  had  I  not 
received  your  letter  by  captain  Graves, 
(which  I  would  hope  my  love  difpatched 
by  him,  as  likely  to  reach  me  foonet 
than  by  captain  Boyce,  by  whom  I  wrote 
you;  before  Boyce  arrived,  and  with  fuch 
a  tale  of  thee,  whom  he  had  feen  and  con- 
verted with,  he  faid •,  as,  if  nothing  elfe 
could  have  moved  me  from  this  fpot,  was 
fufficient  to  have  confirmed  an  anohbretr 
in  the  refolution  of  leaving  all  tht  world 
behind  him,  for  the  e hjoyment  of  fo  faf 
snore  fuperbia  treafurc,  in  my  dear  Mary*  * 
much  more  then  muft  it  excite  in  me,  her 
fole  proprietor,  every  defire  for  grafping 
thee  to  my  embraces* 

He  tells  me,  child,  that  I  have  the  pet* 
fe&eft,  the  chafteft,  the  moft  loving  wife 
in  thee,  that  ever  man  was  blefied  with; 
He  defcribed  to  me  your  firft  interview, 
rehearfed  your  queftions  about  me,  your 
fpeeches  of  me,  and  painted  to  me  your 
very  looks,  your  piereing  eye,  your  ear- 
neftly  imbibing  e  very  fword  commendatory 
of  me  y  my  wealth,  my  living,  and  my 

perfon : 
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perfon:  inlbmuch,  that  at  laft,  he  added! 
was  he  but  poffefled  of  fuch  a  woman,  no 
longer  would  he  range  the  peek's  face  for 
fordid  ore*  or  place  a  fingle  thought  of 
happinefs  beyond  you;  but  Ihould  in  you, 
poffeffing  all  things,  relinquifti  every  of 
nature's  other  bounties,  to  the  wretches 
who  could  deign  to  ftoop  for  them. 

In  ihort,  Molly,  he  has  fo  whetted  my 
defires  for  poffeffing  the  blifr  he  has  pro 
mifed  me  ;  that  I  am  already  about  con* 
trading  for  die  fak  of  my  plantation  and 
effefts  here,  all  but  three  negroe  fiaves* 
whom  I  purpofc  to  bring  over  witlvine, 
a  mother  and  two  fons,  there  icarce  ever 
having  appeared  in  the  chriftian  world  a 
Uttle  family  of  fuch  loving,  faithful,  and 
trufty  perfons,  of  their  fort  before ;  at  lcaft, 
I  may  itile  them  fo  to  myfelf*  from  cxh 
perience:  the  old  woman*  has  been  -my 
trufty  and  careful  hurie,,  iiuwo  moft  acutfe 
illnefies  that  I  have  had  here;  infomucfc, 
that  I  can  attribute  my  beings  folely,  w> 
der  providence,  to  hen  fteady  watcttftit- 
nefs  over,  and  regard  for  me :  nor  is  there 
either  of  her  tens*  but  would  interpoTe  his 
^ewn  with  pieafure,  I  am  perfuaded,.  to 
preferve  my  life:  fo  that  thefp  I  cannot 
'••/;.  •    leave 
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leave  behind  me,  to  worfe  treatment  than 
they  hare  ever  been  ufed  to  from  me, 

I  highly  approve  my  dearefl:  MoUy's 
reafbns,  for  not  embarking  for  this  ifland. 
My  only  hope,  my  dear,  being  centered 
in  you,  I  only  fought  your  prefence  with 
roe,  whilft  I  (hould  ftiu  be  iocreafing  my 
ftore,  for  the  pleaftxrc  Wa  nobler  offering 
to  my  dear  wife;  bat,  you  haying  prof* 
pered  at  hdme,  is  wt)l  as  Iabfoad,  which 
.erer  of  us*  is  moving  towards  the  defired 
end  firft,  J  make1  rk>  account. of,  fo  that 
werqircf  bqt  by  the  fpcedieft  methods. 

ifrk  can  be  insight  about  fa  faqn,  I 
porpofc  .to  -embank  foe  Eftgland  about 
February,  next*  .and i  (ball  be.  in  England 
in  April  or  May,  no  accident preventing. 
All r  therefore  that  I  would  engage  my 
folly  in,  fdr  fhr  mean  /tune,  ia  only  to 
iookroori  fori  fame  oammodmust  dwelling 
ibr  us,  ny  enter; upon  abbut^lidfumracrt 
for  though  I  greatly  commend  your  pm- 
dencc,  in.  ib  lovingly  abiding  with  your 
filter  fo  long;  and  though  L  purpofp  my 
firfr  vifit  to  you  to  be  ^  ier  hoige,  >  yet  I 
would  by  no  means  trouble  her  with  our 
vcooipany  top  long,  after  my  return :,  but 
£k  not  upon  any  place  too  lip  from  yoqr 
•  fitter's: 
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fiber's :  For  you  rouft  know,  that  though 
I  hare  never  yet  feen  he#,  my  prejudices 
run  ftrongly  in  her  favofer*,  and  I  am  pier- 
fuaded,  for  thy  ftke,  that  h  fliall  fhkly  as 
intimate  an  alliance  and  correfpondence 
with  her  as  you  can. 

I  would  fend  you  by  thfe  (hipping  that 
brings  thte,  foirie  peouitfWy  J)fe4&itj  but 
that  you  need  it  not*  6rtly(^iW'ftie1eav«i 
with  my  kind  love  to  my  brofttlr'and 
filler,  for  all  favours  to-img  irt  y<Av  t& 
beg  his  kind  acceptance  of  foitie  calks  <jf 
rum,  and  -k  cheft'  c*  tw&  of  frdHsv  and 
other  things  peculiar* ta !tbh'*pWbf';&& 
World ;  ai*3  could*?  bu*  b?  fi^rkw^  ty 
you,  of  any^  other  things  ^rocerabte  'hferr, 
that  might  alfo  be>dgre*abW,  1  wbtikf  Tend 
Or  bring  them  ftketfifk       *   :  —  V'-^l 

I  have  only  remaining,  to  recommend 
toyibtie'to  tftfe  gii^lanlhij>idf  ^o^kknee, 
fill  the  fa&c  povtefr&aU  <fck*ir'  hermit 
the  arms  of  her  t    f     -•■"■'    ^  - 

Moft  affeftibnate  hoftand,  ' 

-         GrefcOE  RioHWoui/D. 

My  lifter  and  I,1  fevnig  rpad  the  aboVe 
begetter,  I  grew  into  the  higheft  fpirits 

imaginable) 
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imaginable,  upon  the  hope  of  fome  period 
.being  fixed  to  my  widowhood ;  and  our 
heads  were  both  at  work,  upon  fome  feat 
for  us  to  fix  at ;  but  not  being  able  off 
hand  to  conclude  upon  any  thing,  we 
agreed  to  take  the  coach,  and  fearch  for 
ten  miles  round  the  country,  for  fome 
pleafant fituation,,  that  might  not  b&ctif* 
Commended  by  my  hufbandi 

What  pleafed  mc  more  than  anything, 
next  to  the  fpeedy  return  of  my  hufband, 
was  the  character  that  captain  Boyce  had 
given  me;  now  lifter,  laid  I,  what  might 
have  bceathe  <?afe,  had  my  letter,  relative 
to  him*  ever  reached  my  huiban^'s  hands? 

I  own,  faid  flic,  you  had  more  forecaft 
in  .that  than  I  had,  and  I  commend  you 
greatly  for  being  fo  peremptory  in  recal- 
ling it.      >.  .    -"  ■  ♦ 

Trply !  (aid  I;  had.  any  one  given  me  a 
thquf^nd.ppunds  toJhaye  let  it  goneto  my 
hufband,  I  would  not  have  contented,,  if 
I  could  have  avoided  it :  for  t  have  fince 
confidered,  that  had  he  feen  it,  how  could 
fo  loving  a  map,  as  be  declares  himfelf  to 
be  of,ipe,  have  for(x>rn  to  refent  it  ?  Sup- 
pofe,  laid  I,  that  this  had  been  the  cafe, 
^nd  he  had  aimed  at' calling  Boyce  ta ac- 
count for  it  i  the  captain  could  not, have 

refuted 


1*57! 
refuted  his  challenge,  for  fear  of  being 
branded  with  cowardice.  Suppofe  then, 
added  I,  that  they  bad  fought,  and  I  had 
loft  my  hufband  by  the  bargain,,  which  is 
far  from  an  improbability  ;  What  a.  fine 
hand  bad  I  then  made  of  it  y  And  how 
could  I  ever  have  forgiven  myfelf  ?  thaJ 
becaule  a  man  had  offered  me  an  injury , 
1  muft  let  him  to  kill  my.huflband  ?  for 
it  had  been  all  my  doing,  if  that  letter  had 

g^ne.  vm  -; 

:  My  fifter  concluded,  with  my  being 
much  in  the  right  in  what  I -had  done, 
and  averred,  that  good  a£bk>ns  feldom 
failed  of  promoting  their  own  reward ; 
but  laid,  that  neither  would  flie  lofe  the 
«nerit  afcriptible .  to  her  in  the  affair :  fur 
that  it  was  Ihc  that  had  prevailed  with  me 
to  deliver  the  captain,  without  which  the 
above  amiable  character  could  Dot  have 
been  given  of  me* 

She  hoped,  flic  faid,  that  the  captain 
,  would  prove  a  valuable  man,  ftifl  y noc 
doubted  (he,  but  on  fome  future  oecaficmv 
her  feeing  the  captain*,  upon  my  hufband's 
return,  as  much  cateffed  in  my  family,  as 
ever  before  in  my  hufbancPs* 

It  would  have  been  gready  pleafing  to 
mcy  to  have  had  one  more  opportunity  of 

writing 


writing  to  my  hnibamt.  lor  there  ^as  not 
that  thing  upon  earth,  in  his  ibfence, 
that  could  afford  me  more  delight  -5  but  the 
hazard  any  fetter  of;  mine  wcufei  run 
ef  meeting  wich  him :  ^pon  the  Wand, 
detenfed  me  -  from  it  en  fo  that  I  forbere, 
contenting  my&lf  ta  waic  with  patience; 
and  prayer  for  his  fafe  arrival  to  me. 
.  -  My  fitter  and  I  hadl  taken  many  a  jaunt 
ia  hey  coach,  to  ^cek -o^ic  for  a  commo- 
dious houfe  for  us  *  but  for  ftreral  day?, 
psukl  feud  nofiejthat-l  coubd  not  wife 
ibme  esccpiioaor  other  to ;  till  we  grew 
not  oaly  tked  of  ^  exercifc,  but  in  d^- 
fpaircf  anft«ringi>iff  puqf»fe^    ->  •    •   - 

for  conefcuririg  oar  ifeafch  in^  Did  thefe 
we  rafelvcd  forthwith  to  ttpolr  t»;  iwfceft 
tf  nothing  w» ijicrr »  *»  found;  WBJtraft 
throw  up  the  ckace  at  d*fpt*at*.  W* 
taiade  a  direft  drive  for  ten  miles,  without 
feeing  a  fingle  tenement  iimcJeevpied,  and 
•were  returning  by  another  road,  with  as 
Jittle  effeftv  nit  we  came  within  about 
five  miles  of  home,  when  one'  of  our 
horfes  dropping  a  Iboe,  we  ftopt  at  a 
blackfmith's,  to  have  smother  tacked  on; 
for  him  to  go  bq^nc  with; 

Whitft  t&  fcrvant  was  bufifid  in  his  oc- 
cupation, 
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cupaflofc,  my  fifter,  sailing  to  the  matter 
of  the  Jhop,  Prithee,  -friend,  laid  ihe* 
do'ft'knaw  dfc  any  tolerable  good  coiiiitry 
fcaij  *d  fee?  ieir  ;beieaboiits  ?  Ay' mahy! 
triadarri^jdp  !,ffaid  hevnor  does  aby  body 
elte  fodtec^londwit,  ycr,  Ifediere,    nv^.-t 

iihouki  be  glad,  fajd  (he ,  if  yon  coald  . 
point  out  to  me  whereabouts  it  liesL 
Wiiy,  madamy  feid  he,  itis  th^  Ifeti  Sir 
Thokabs  G^fo-ttfs,  Is; that  to^tei  Ittrf  ._■ 
faidrayififtcr^^l  heairi,  .^indeed,  tthatSif- 
Thomas  was  dead;  but,  Left  he  not  4 
iadyiehindhimf  He  did,  madam,  Jaid 
the  finkfe?  bat  flie  |&  about  to  quit  it,  pd 
k  Mriil  be  lettiilyouBg  Sir  v\  illiatri  tdmefc 
•tageJ  ?*:!;  D.;>ii!:-n?-j  ;y:;"H  /:;j:i  ;.;.i5 
i:>  My  fiftrr  t&eh  faying  flit  ww  nob  ao> 
quainted  in  the  frmity,  affced  wbeppabbutk 
it  lay  ?  and  how  far  we  were  then  off  it  ? 
O !  madam,  faid  he,  by  the  coach  way 
you  may  be  near  fix  miles  from  it,  but  we 
call  it  but  two'  over  the  fields. 

We  concluded,  that  fix  miles  further 
would  be  too  long  a  drive*  for  us  that 
night  r  fo  that  afking  if  he  was  known  in 
the  family  •,  and  he  replying,  that  he  did 
all  their  work  ;  I  told  him,  I  would  gra- 
tify him  for  his  trouble,  if  he  would  ftep 
over  to  the  lady's  the  next  day  for  a  cer- 

;  tainty 
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lamty  of  his  report,  and  our  fcrvant  ffiould 
call  for  his  anfwer. 

Madam,  faid  he^  I  do  all  my  lady's 
bufincfs,  and  am  now  upon  work  for  her, 
which  flie  told  me  was  defigned  to  be 
taken  away  with  her,  lhe  being  about  to 
leave  her  houfe  very  fpeedily ;  and  ladies, 
laid  he,  if  you  have  any  defire  fo»  taking 
ifc,  I  hope  I  fhall  have  your  cuftom,  and 
will  meet  you  there,  or  tell  my  lady,  I 
know  fomeboJy  that  would  rent  it  of 
fccr. 

This  we  approving  of,  he  was  to  make 
inquiry  next  morning,  and  we  were  to 
fend  for  his  anfwer  in  the  afternoon;  fo 
that  now,  Having  concluded  the  bufinefi 
of  the  day,  we  returned  home,  Avittout 
looking  out  any  further.' 


C»APt 
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Hires  a  feat.  Mrs.  Richwoulcfo  em- 
ployment there.  Letter  from  her  huf- 
band  of  &s  Jpeedy  rettirn.  Effe&s 
of  company.  Takes,  an  adjoining faw*> 
'Improves  berjhck.  Mr.  Richwould 

•  fends  for  his  ntiife  to  London. .  All 
arrive  at  Mi fsMz&M's.  Mri 
Richwduld  and  wife's  greeting  after 
ten  year9 s  abfence.  Return  to  Gloui. 
jcefterihke.  Becomes  a  farmer.  Lives 
happily  till  his  dwth.    Qonclufon.    \ 

FROM  the  fmith*s  anfwcr  die  next 
day,  we  found  that  the  houfe  was  to 
*be  let,  anion  the  following  morning  we 
waited  upon  lady  G — f— «-n.;  who  having 
been  pneapprifea  of  our  conping  by.  the 
.fmith,  received*  us  very  gracioufly^  anq. 
.the  more  fo,  when  (he  had  he^rd  who  my 
lifter  was,  and  that  I  was  her  fitter,  who 
•jexpedted  my  hufbanfl  home  from  the 
iWeftf Indies,  sjndvthat  it  was  defigned'foj: 
our  own  ufe.    i      '  •  i  ^ 

Having  bpen  JheWed  all  over  }t,  and 
^bout  the  garden  and  paddock,  we  were 

"     v not 
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not  long,  concluding  upon  fourfcore 
pounds  a  year  fidr  itV  t6  kfcep  it  in  rea- 
fongbl^  repsiiy  and  to  leaye  the  ianae 
ftocje  of  deer  upon  it,tftat  we  fhoiuld  fold 
there.  '"' 

We  then  inquired,  how  fikm  we  imight 
come  into  it*  which  her  ladyfhip  faid 
ftiuft  be-fome  few  months,  as.  flic  could 
botwddleare  it  tHi  towfirds  ILady  Day  ; 
nd^:  this  fpijlng  tne  perfedly,  I  agreed 
with  her,  and  took  it  wkh  fuch  of  the 
furnkvttc  as  her  Jadyfhip  faw  fit  to  leave k 
Jfcncfrng,  in  cafe  her  fon,  tfhen  of  dge, 
ifeoujd.chbof$  t6,  reljde.  th^re  5  all  which 
was^td  be  inventoried  to  hie:  fo  that 
whenever  Ifhould  enter  jupon  the  premifes, 
1  perceived  nothing  mbre  would  be  im- 
ttirifStcily  .wianting,  thah  pewter,  brafs, 
and  ibmfc  few  kkchen  utenfils;  unlefii 
Uxoirid  havfe  aFmindtofuiWlhibirie  room*,  \ 
tffet Woiflft  B6  diftltafte<$  by  fcer  tadyft  ip, 
ttad  whfth  Jwe  might  Vtff  ititU  tfpans, 
as  more /than  we  fhotild  fctfotf  how  to 
occupy.  H  M>  \ 

Looking  now  upon  tftfc  feat  is  my 
own;  1 was  frequently  ohre*  thftr£,  having 
obtained  her  tedyfhip\jkrmtilto^ 

that  I  had  judged  neceffery,  before  1 

entred 


entred;  ilfftft/  if*,.  Thi*  proved  a  fint 
amufemsin  to  h^  and  wh«  I  gjtady  <k* 
lighted  in ;  4s  it  feemsd  to  |x>int>  out. to 
m€  the  reality  of  my  hufbaad's  retuitt* 
and  kqpt  him  as  conftantly  in  ray  mind, 
as  if  he  was  a&ually  present  toridrme :  for 
that  about*  every  frcfti  job  that  l.uadert 
topki  I  fewfted  f<y  haVe  conftilted  hicn^ 
and  fancied  ho#  ggtteeablci  it  would  prove 
to  him. 

Never  ftole  time  away  more  heavily, 
thaa  the;  lingering  hours  that  drew  on  the 
approach  joi  April  or  May,  in  one  of 
which  months  1  hoped  to  be  compleatly 
happy:  nor  how  I  fhould  have  worji 
them  out  tan  I  fay,  had  it  not  been  for 
my  employment  at  my  new  houffe:  for 
no  fooner  had  "her  ladyftiip  quitted  it, 
which  Ws*  about  the  latter  end  or  January, 
than  I  erttred  with  four  ftrvants,  whom  { 
kept  conftantly  therfc, -and  riot  unfra- 
qttuntly  toy  there  myfelf:  for,  what  with 
cleaning  the  houfe  all  over,  andnmaking 
various  dflpofitioris  of  the  furniture  ;  fow- 
ing  the  gatxiens  agairift  fprfag,  and  pd* 
forming  many  other  thihgi  preparatory  to 
oiar  ftt&rtient  there  ;  I  had  deployment 
enough  tin  itty  hands. 

Otfe  peculiar  comfort  I  received  in  the 

heighth 
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hcighih  of  my  operations,  which  ftill  ac- 
tuated me  to  my  labours  more  chearfully ; 
this  was,  that  about  the  beginning  of 
March  I  received  another  letter  from  my 
hufband,  advifing  roe  of  his  foon  embark* 
ing  for  England  ;  but  as-I  have  prefented 
tny  readers  with  his  forrtofcr,  fo  1  fkall  lay 
this  alfo  befote  xhemy^a^  -the  laft  I  fever 
recdyed  from-  Wm  jto&aA.-  -  !  * :  - '        " 


Mr*  G«or  o  e  R  1  c  h  w o  u  t  fc, 
To  MM.  M  ARir  R -if  Hwd'tr hv^ 

IT  i%  witfr  meicpfeffibkiddight,  thatl 
can  now  aflure  you  of  my  haying  adr 
jufted  all  my  dependencies  in  this  coun- 
try £  though  I  haye  Hot  as  yet  coUefl^d  in 
all.^iat  is  due  to  n^,  and  fear  I  qruuft  leave 
4part?J  unrecover'd,  behind  i$t9  to  be  fS- 
tumed  after  me,  by  a. gentleman  whom  I 
ihall  intruft  in  the  affafr. 

It  is  incredible  how  funis  amount, 
when  they  come  to  be  accumulated  to- 
gether, and,  .every  ^other  part  if  a  nuutfs 
efife<5t$,  come  to  .be  converted  imo^calb : 
for  now,  all  that  I  had,  is  either  veiled  in 
calh  or  goods,  to  be  brought  over  with, 

er 


•         [    2%    ] 

or  fent  after  me  :  inftead  of  the  forty 
thoufand  pounds  that  I  had  refolved  tp 
content  myfelf  with,  1  lhall  bring  above 
fifty  with  me,  befides  no  fmall  fum  that 
will  follow  me. 

My  departure  is  fixed  for  the  firfl; 
week  in  March,  wind  and  weather  per- 
mitting •,  and  I  r  hope  to  be  ready  by  that 
time.  You  will  be  fo.good  as  to  remem- 
ber a  dwelling  for  us  ;  nor  would  I  have 
you  overfaving  ih  the  rent,  fo  that  it  is 
but  fomething  elegant :  for  an  indifferent 
being  will  ftrike  a  damp  upon  the  plea- 
sure I  hope  to  take  in  it ;  but  be  fure,  let 
my  deareft  remember,  to  take  ground 
enough  with  it :  for  that,  having  been  fo 
long  ufed  to  a  fcarce  meafurable  trad  of 
my  own  lands  about  me,  I  lhall  think 
myfelf  ftifled  in  narrow  limits  ;  nor  fhall  I 
be  able  to  forbear  falling  into  fome  courfe 
of  farming,  by  way  of  employment ;  at 
Jeaft  for  Jbme* years;  a  number  of  la* 
bourers  about  me  being  the  joy  of  my 
life,  as  whatl  have  been  fo  long  accuf-, 
tpmed  to. 

O !  m  y  love !  how.  I  {hall  delight  myfelf, 
when  thee  and  I  arewalking  about  our  fields, 
amongft  our  workmen  and  cattle  !  for  I  will 
have  abundance  of  thefe  I  am  refolved  j 
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&s  horfes,  cows,  fheep,  and  poultry  with- 
out number  ;  and  if  thefe  fuit  but  thy 
tafte  too,  how  happily  (hall  I  dwell  upon 
my  own  territories,  were  I  affured  Ilhould 
never  remove  my  feet  from  off  them ;  but 
thefe  things,  though  grateful  in  fpecu- 
lation,  muft  all  be  referred  to  pra&ice. 

I  am  quite  melancholy,  to  think  it  will 
be  impoffible  for  me,  once  more,  to  hug 
a  line  from  thee  to  my  breaft,  while  I 
could  pleafe  myfelf  with  thy  lovely  idea 
from  it  $  but  as  this  cannot  be  granted 
me,  I  muft  furvive  upon  more  grateful 
hopes,  in  time  to  be  compleated,  of  that 
inconceivable  pleafure  your  prefence  will 
fcdminifter  to 

My  dear  Molly's 

Mod:  loving  and  longing  Hufband, 

George  Rica  would. 
P.  S.  I  lhall  come  dire&ly  to  you  from 
the  Ihip. 

Every  little  helps  (is  a  faying);  fo, 
though  this  letter  brought  not  my  dear 
hufband  with  it,  yet  it  convinced  me  of 
his  beft  endeavours,  and  of  the  inclination 

he 
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he  had  for  my  fociety.  It  brought  me  an 
account  of  his  health,  his  wealth,  and  of 
the  time*  when  I  might  no  longer  feed 
myfelf  upon  hopes ;  but,  if  providence 
preferved  him,,  enjoy  him  perfonally ;  all 
which  were  no  fmall  fupport  to  my  fpi- 
rits  ;  but  then,  what  I  ftiould  do  about 
land  to  the  houfe  I  had  taken,  the  whole 
that  accompanied  the  feat  being  only  about 
feven  acres  of  orchard  and  gardening,  be- 
fides  the  paddock,  that  might  contain,  as 
•I  had  heard  about  thirty  acres  •,  but  might 
not  be  converted  to  any  other  ufe  :  fo  that 
how  I  fhould  come  off  with  my  fcanty 
pattern  ;of  land  I  could  not  fay. 

I  was  fpeaking  of  this  to  my  gardener 
one  day,  as  I  flood  overlooking  his  work, 
and  was  afking  him  what  rates  lands 
went  at,  and  whether  he  knew  of  any 
thing  that  might  be  hired  within  a  mode* 
rate  diftance  of  me ;  when  he  replied,  that 
old  Gregory  Wheatear  being  dead,  he 
heard,  that  his  widow  would  quit  her 
farm  at  Michaelmas,  to  my  Jady,  and 
that  it  lay  at  the  back  of  my  garden  wail. 

To  tay  lady  ?  faid  I,  What  lady  do  you 

jnean  ?  why  my  lady  G-^f-^n,  replied 

he,    your  landlady,   madam.     liafked, 

whether  he  thought  fhe  might  not  be  in- 
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duced  to  part  with  it  fooner  than  Mi- 
chaelmas; hut  he  replied,  that  (he  muft 
take  her  crop  off;  though  he  doubted 
not,  but  (he  would  be  glad  to  fell  it  Hand- 
ing, as  it  would  fave  her  a  great  expence, 
about  inning,  threfhing,  and  carrying  to 
market. 

This  was  fo  agreeable  news  to  me,  that 
Ifent  him  away  inftantly,  to  learn  whether 
(he  would  part  with  it  dire£Uy :  for  it  had 
run  in  my  head,  from  the  moment  that  I 
had  informed  myfelf  of  my  hulband's  fa- 
vourite amufement,  that  if  I  could  but 
find  him  employment  in  his  own  way, 
before  he  (hould  become  acquainted  with 
the  country  gentlemen,  and  fall  into  their 
methods  of  drinking,  hunting,  and  other 
debaucheries,  I  might  keep  him  the  more 
at  home  with  me ;  as  his  mind  would 
then  be  occupied  according  to  his  own 
tafte :  for  it  is  obfervable,  that  a  vacation 
from  all  emplpyment  is  the  leading  ftep 
to-  force  a  man  into  company  ;  till,  tho1 
ever  fo  difagreeable  to  him  at  firft,  ufege 
renders  it  pleafing,  and  then  fo  neceflary, 
as  that  a  man  is  ever  reftlefs  elfewhere. 

Now  a  man  that  keeps  company,  and 

loves  it,  muft  engage  in  their  practices, 

and  participate  of  their  vices :  fo  that, 

^  thinks 
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thinks  I  (as  the  firft  blow  is  half  the  battle) 
if  I  can  but  fix  my  hufband  at  his  firft 
corning,  to  fome  fober  employment ;  that 
ftridtiy  profecuted,  will  leave  him  but 
little  fpare  time  upon  his  hands,  I  may 
attach  him  to  myfelf,  and  his  own  home  j 
Which,  once  becoming  delightful  to  him, 
it  may  be  more  difficult  to  withdraw  him 
froqi  thence  than  from  bad  company, 
when  once  he  has  gained  an  hankering 
after  it. 

The  widow  Wheatear  agreeing  to  part 
with  the  crop,  provided  the  purchafer 
would,  at  the  fame  time,  take  all  her 
ftockj/cajttle,  and  implements  of  hus- 
bandry ;  fhe  would  fell  them  all  together  at 
a  reafonable  appraifement,  the  gardener 
told  me;  but,  What  fhould  I  do  with  the 
latter  ?  he  faid,  they  being  old,  and  feveral 
of  little  worth ;  nor  were  her  cattle  the 
top  of  the  market,  he  faid  •,  but  were 
weak,  and  had  little  feed  in  their  bellies. 

Never  the  worfe  for  that,  faid  I.  How 
fo  ?  madam,  faid  Mark  (that  being  his 
name)  becaufe  they  will  come  the  cheaper, 
faid  I. 

My  fcheme  ran  fo  rapidly  in  my  brain, 

that,  in  order  to>  ftrike  whilft  the  iron  was 

hot,  and  not  have  fome  other  interpofe 
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for  my  bargain  ;  I  ordered  dame  Wheat- 
ear  to  me,  when  i  told  her  what  my  fer- 
vant  had  reported  from  her,  and  that  if 
flie  would  fend  one  neighbour,  I  would 
fend  another,  and  whatever  her  ftock  and 
,  crop  fhould  be  appraifed  at,  I  would  pay 
her  down  ;  and  that  flie  might  be  at  no 
inconvenience  upon  quitting  her  farm- 
houfe  to  me,  at  the  fame  time,  „  I  would 
pay  her  a  further  fum  of  ten  pounds. 

My  dame,  being  fully  fenfible  what  a 
good  market  fhe  was  like  to  bring  her 
effe&s  to  •,  for  that  no  two  men,  but 
would  favour  her  more  againft  mey  than 
againft  a  brother  farmer,  upon  the  a^ 
praifement ;  made  no  more;  words^  bfit 
vfrould  appoint  her  appraifer  to  meet  mine 
next  morning,  if  I  pleafed ;  fhe  faid.  To 
his,  I  confcnting,  ftrnt  for  a  neighbour* 
ring  farmer,  who^  as  I  wa$  informed,  bore 
a 'good  charadter,  and  difpatclied  Jrim 
upon  the  bufineft  at  the  time, 

.They  all  waited  upon  me  the 'following 
day  ;  when,  making  no  difpute  upon  the 
valuation,  I  paid  my  dame  her  money  and 
the  ten  pounds,  and  had  all  the  goods  de- 
livered to  me.  As  to  the  farmf-Houfe, 
taking  Mark  for  an  honeft  fellow,  I  put 
his  family  into  th#>  to  look  l  after  the 
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cattle,  and  take  charge  of  the  grounds, 
being  in  all,  as  the  widow  allured  me,  . 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,    for  which 
(he  paid  fourfcore  and  fix  pounds  a  year. 

Returning  to  my  fitter's  that  night,  I 
acquainted  my  brother  and  her  with  what 
I  had  been  tranfafting,  together  with  my 
reafons  for  it.  Thefe  they  both  highly 
commended;  my  filler  making  this  re- 
mark, that  a  very  few  of  the  firft  iteps 
that  a  man  takes  in  life,  frequently  deter- 
mine his  future  fortune  in  it ;  and  if  I 
could  prevail,  by  tHe  means  I  purpofed* 
to  employ  my  tiufband,  who,  upon  his 
firft  coming  over,  would  be  as  a  man 
newly  riling  into  life  here,  and  keep  his 
head  from  rambling,  it  might  bid  fair  for 
an  happy-  fubfiftance  between  u$,  for  our 
whole  lives  afterwards. 

There  chancing  to  be  large  quantities  of 
hay  and  ftraw  upon  the  premifcs  I  had  ta* 
ken  of  the  widow,  thefe  I  ordered  to  be 
delivered  plentifully  to  the  cattle,  vboth 
horfes,  cows,  and  fheep  •,  To  tkat  by.  the 
time  there  was  any  grafs  for  them- tQ  feed 
upon,  they  were  fo  improved,  0s  50  be 
worth  double  what  I  had  paid  for  them, 
and  fo  I  could  have  fpld  them  at  marked 

I  had  now  worn  out  all  the  month  of 
N  4  April, 
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April,  and  was  entring  upon  May;  when 
the  nearer  the  time  drew,  my  heart  daily 
beat  with  acuter  anxieties  and  doubts, 
left  any  accident  fhould  have  happened  to 
my  dear  hufband  in  his  paflage,  whilft 
I  was  hourly  hoping  for  his  fafe  arrival  j 
till  about  the  clofe  of  the  month,  I  became 
haunted  with  fuch  terrifying  imaginations, 
at  hearing  nothing  of  him  yet,  as  I  could 
fcarce  have  endured  much  longer,  without 
the  danger  of  turning  my  brain  ;  had  not 
I  received  a  letter  from  London  from  him, 
of  his  own  hand-writing  there,  which  fa 
reverted  my  former  calamitous  circum- 
ftahces;  that  I  was  in  more  danger,  from 
diftra&ion  with  joy,  than  I  had  been  for 
grief  before;  but  not  to  withhold  its  con- 
tents from  my  reader,  I  (ball  here  lay  it 
before  him. 


Mr.  George    Rich  w^>  uid,  to 
'    Mrs.  Mary   Richwould. 

My  beloved  Molly, 

THE  nearer  I  approach  to  thy  lovely 
perfon,  the  more  piercing  are  my 
dtfires  for  ingrofling  thee  all  to  myfelf. 
I  lartded  here  laft  night ;  but  though, 

for 
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for  my  whole  voyage,  I  had  fed  my  mind 
With  the  thoughts  of  taking  poft  to  thee 
upon  my  arrival,  and  far  otherwife  than  by 
letter  to  have  convinced  thee  of  my  re- 
turn and  never-dying  affe&ion ;  yet,  now 
I  find  myfelf  here,  I  have  fo  many  valu- 
able effedts  on  board,  that  muft  be  forth- 
with landed  and  houfed  ;  and  fuch  a  va- 
riety of  employment  upon  my  harids,  that 
as  1  cannot  fubfift  without  thee,  I  muft  in- 
treat  you  (though  certainly  it  were  my 
duty  to  find  you  firft)  as  what  I  hope  you 
will,  from  the  neceflity  of  the  thing  com- 
ply with,  to  fet  out  forthWith  for  London 
tome,  where  *you  will  hear  *of  me,  at  the* 
Antwerp  tavern  behind  the  Exchange. 

I  fear  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  wait  fome 
weeks  before  my  bufinefs  can  be  dif- 
patched,  which,  with  thee  will  not  feem 
tedious;  but  the  fooner  I  can  get  away 
the  better ;  and  if  never  more  to  fee  this 
city,  (hall  I  never  repine  at  it :  for  I  pur- 
pofe  not  to  vifit  one  of  my  former  com- 
panions here,  or  even  to  intimate  to  them 
my  return. 

The  fooner  you  can  come  the  more 
grateful  to 

Your  molt  affe&ionate  hulband, ' 

George  RichwoulI>/ 
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I  was  now  all  impatience  till  I  could 
get  to  Londdn ;  which  my  fitter  perceiv- 
ing* my  cfoar,  faid  (he,  I  cannot  be  pre- 
pared for  going  with  you  to-morrow,  as 
you  talk  of*  but,  as  I  prefume  a  fingle 
day  will  break  no  iquares,  efpecially  when 
it  is  paft,  as  it  foofi  will  be  *  if  you  will 
ftay  till  the  following  morning,  I  will  fee 
gut  vyith  you  as  early  as  you  pleafe;  nor 
difpute  1  but.  Mr.  Godlyman  will  confent 
to  it,  as  we  have  bufinefs  there,  that  may 
as  well  be  trania&ed  now  as  at  any  other 
time.        .j  , 

She  fpofce  of  the  lofs  of  a  day  fo  coolly, 
that  I  cou!4  «)t  forbfear  to  tell  Jier,  lhc 
knew  riot  what  it  was  to  have  a  hufband 
waiting  for  her,  whom  (he  fead  f*ot  feen 
thefe  ten  years  and  more*  however,  I 
could  not  but  believe,  that  the  pleafure 
their  company  twouJd  afford  to  my  huf- 
ba«l*  (not  jio]  mention ;  how  highly  it 
wojujlcj  gratify  me,  would  compenfatc  fully 
fi»othe  ;io6;  of  t^yenty-four. hours  only ; 
andf  tl^eforei  4f  vflie  would  protmfe  me 
her's  and  my  brother's  good  company  for 
the  journey**!  ,wfmld  itay  for  them. 

There  could  be  little  doubt  of  agree- 
ment between  fuch'a  couple  as  my  brother 
and  fifter  ;  neither  of  whom  had  ever  yet 

oppofed 
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oppofed  the  other's  opinion  :  fo  that  my 
filter  had  only  to  tcftify  her  requeft,  be- 
fore it  was  obtained ;  and  now  wc   all 
equally  prepared  for  travelling. 

We  let  fbrwards  at  the  appointed  time 
in  their  coach^  With  a  let  of  horfes,  and 
two  fervants  with  arms  on  horfeback.  We 
arrived  the  fecond  day  in  the  afternoon  at 
Mr.  Malkall's ;  but  I  was  fadly  fearful, 
fcft  his  .todgings  being  pre-engaged,  we 
fteirfd;hivfe  been  forced  to  look  cut  far* 
ther.  However,  all  happened  to  be  right : 
for  they  had  a  firft  floor  to  fpare,  and  a 
two  p&r  of  ftkirs  backwards  •,  whereupon 
*£  flift&ly  -ernei^d ';  but  ^fc*ce;  could  I 
affbrd  trtffdf ftrtrt  to  "ft  doWh,-t>eforeI 
Md[i Vfifpatched H  porter f  to  my  huft&nd, * 
which  I  didi  with  only  a  fingle  line,  fig- 
nifyirfg:Yhy  delireto  fee  him,  and  where ; 
and  thehl  fehited  mifs,  aftl  ^re  had  fome 
<£on verfttiori1  together.  /  J      £    J  °; 

Women;  havtotg'twertty  Hph£s 'to  £ut 
iway  ;  ;mifs  would  h£v£  carried' fome  of 
my  fifter^s,  arid  have^ewn  her  into  the 
room  even  with^the  dining^obm  ;  but  Ihe 
declined  the  aclcteptanp^  of  \tl  defiring  to 
be  Ihewn  up  ftairs  *  for  that  her  brother 
was  a  ftraoger,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
complimented  with  that  room  -,'  befides, 

mifs, 
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mifsi  faid  (he,  my  filter  is  to  a&  the  bride 
to  night,  and  muff  be  placed  in  the  beft 
bed  ;  nor  would  all  that  I  could  lay  to  the 
contrary,  prevent  her  leaving  it  for  me. 
.  My  hulband  returned  with  the}  porter, 
and  was  (hewn  up  flairs ;  when  fuch  a 
fcene  as  pad  between  us,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  reft  of  the  company,  can  only  be 
conceived  by  perfpns  in  a  firnilar  fitua^ion; 
but  we  both  clung  ib  together*  and  wept 
to  fuch  a  degree*  as  my  brother  judging 
it  unreafonable  for  us  to  be  interrupted  in 
by  company,  beckoned  my  lifter  and  mUs 
to  follow  him  out  of  the  room:  for  tho' 
our  tranfa&ions  he  faid,  wei^  but  from  the 
effects  of  our  mutual  affeftion,  and  high* 
ly  proper  between  qurfelves,  he  took  them 
for  an  indecency  to  fpedtators. 

My  hufband  and  I  had  fuch  a  courfe  of 
endearments  to  run,  through  before  we 
could  cool  fufficienriy,  for  the  admifiion 
of  company  ^  th#  it  was  a/ull  hour  before 
I  was  at  leifqre  to  recall  them  into 
the  room  \  but  being  returned,  he  had 
enough  to  do,  in  paying  and  receiving 
compliments^  between  hijnfelf,  my, bro- 
ther, and  fitter.  r  Mifs,  whom  he  took  for 
a  relation,  (landing  by,  I  told  him  who 
ihe  was  >  but  that  fhe  was  far  dearer  to 

me 
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me  than  many  relations  would  be,  and  a 
peculiar  confident  of  mine  *>  when  he  fa- 
luted  and  complimented  her  too. 

Thejguft  of  our  love  fcene  being  abated, 
we  now  behaved  together  like  other  con- 
vertible people,  till  bed -time ;  and  the 
next  morning  arofe  like  an  old -married 
couple,  to  our  feveral  duties  for  the  day. 

Mr.  Richwould  made  feveral  valuable 
prefents  to  my  brother  and  filter,  whilft 
in  tbwn  ;  and  feveral  to  fend  into  the 
country ;  to  which,  from  the  defcription 
of  the  place  I  had  taken  for  him,  he  hafted 
all  in  his  i  power  ;  but  efpecially  for  the 
fake  of  the  land  annexed  to  it,  he  grudged 
^very  day  that  he  fpent  in  town,  as 
abfenting  Mm  from  it. 

It  was  full  fix  weeks  e'er  we  could  get 
into  the  country  j  and  then  having  fent 
vaft  cargoes  of  things  by  fome  waggons 
toour  feats,  and  difpofed  of  the  cargo  he 
brought  over  with  him  ;.  he  placed  moft 
of  his  money  in  the  funds;  after  which 
-we  fet  ot*t  in  my  brother's*  coach  for  his 
feat  in  Gloucefterlhire,  where  he  pufpofed 
to  have  fpent  fome  time  ;  but  being  now 
defirous  of  peaching  his  own  home,  and 
having  had  the!  benefit  of  my  brother  and 
filler's  company  fo  long  in  town  already, 

we 


L  278  ] 

we  ftayed  but  three  days  wittpthem,  and 
then  moved  off  to  our,  own  habitation, 

Mr.  Rich  would  was  Co  taken  with  the 
place,  that  he  vowed  he  could  pafs  his 
whole  life  upon  it;  but  more  efpeciaUy  the 
land  and  cattle  were  moft  engaging  to 
him-,  then  hay  harveft  fetting  in,  by  the 
time  that  we  were  weU-fettled  there,,  aod 
this  being  foon  fucceeded  by  the  corn,  he 
was  fo  occupied  till  pall  Michaelmas,  that 
he  never  once  ftirred  out  of  his  own  terri- 
tories for  the  whole  time,  iave  to  church, 
which  he  cpnftantly  attended,  and  to  re- 
turn foraefew  vifits  mad&us  upon  our  ar- 
rival in  th|t  country*  f , :  . 
;r  Th$  winter  was  taken  up  in  prepara- 
tions for  the  next  year's  crapfc1;  when  he 
liad  innumerable  contrivances  in  his  head 
for,  the  improvement  of  his  lands,  and 
other  affairs  relative  to  his  farming ;  in- 
ibpiuch,  that  not  vifiting  at  all  at  that 
feafon,  his  neighbours  were ithe  more; Ipa- 
rittg  of  their  company  to  him,  the  enfu- 
ing  feafan :  fo  that  Mr.  Riehwould  be- 
came remarkable,  in  a  little  time,  for  a 
reclufe  perfon,  and  was  /but  little  regarded 
by  the  wealthieft  of  his  neighbours,  tho* 
this  he  mattered  not,  (a  that  he  ftood  but 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  poor,  to  whom 

he 
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he  was  exceedingly  charitable  ;  not  a  fa* 
mily  round  us  being  in  real  want,  who 
received  not  relief  from  our  bounty. 

The  fweet  dMpofition  Mr.  Richwould 
was  of,  occafitfhed  my  never  contradicting 
him,  which  fo  elevated  me  in  his  efteem, 
that  he  riot  only  contrived  every  method 
for  obliging  .me,  but  grew  fond  of  mtf, 
even  to  doating  upon  me.      <  * 

We  fpent  a  whole  fortnight  with  my 
brother's  family,  and  they  with  us,  both 
every  fummer,  and  every  winter,  for  many 
years ;  till  I  was  become  the  mother  of 
fix  children,  and  my  filter  of  eleven  ; 
i  but  after  about  fourteen  years  cohabitation 
together,  Mr.  Richwould  taking  a  violent 
cold,  it  turned  to  a  fever,  which  carried 
him  off,  and  left  me  a  widow,  with  near 
fixty  thoufand  pounds.  He  had,  by  his 
will,  bequeathed  all  to  my  difpofal,  not 
making  the  leaft  queftion,  'as  he  therein 
declared,  but  I  fhould  as  prudently  dif* 
pofe  it  to  his  children,  as  he  could,  was 
he  to  furvive  me  ;  for  that  having  found 
me  a  wife  according  to  his  own  heart,  he 
would  not  apply  his  fubftance  otherwife 
than  to  myfelf,  left  I  might  afterwards 
fuffer  fome  inconveniencies  from  it. 

Though  I  at  firft  undertook  this  work, 

for 
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for  the  difcovery  of  my  filler's  chara&er, 
I  could  not  clofe  it  without  (ketching  out 
fuch  .an  hufband  in  Mr.  Richwould,  as 
falls  to  but  the  lot  of  few  ladies. 

I  am  now  in  my  forty-feventh  year, 
living  fully  content,  in  my  having  once 
been  poffeffed  of  fo  valuable  a  man  ;  nor 
wpuld  I  make  a  fecond  experiment  for 
the  univerfe. 


FINIS. 
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